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Digging into Archaeology: What It's Really LikeAs an archaeologist, you'll experience a life filled with the thrill of discovery, the excitement of uncovering secrets from the past, and the satisfaction of contributing to our understanding of human history. Yes, it can be hot, hard work, but also incredibly rewarding.### 1. What is a "dig"? Do you really
dig?A dig is more than just an expression it's the reality of archaeological work. Manual labor, careful excavation, and meticulous recording are essential to uncovering the past. We break up dirt with pick-axes, shovel it into buckets, and haul it away with wheelbarrows. Once we find something, we switch to smaller tools like trowels, small picks, and
whisk brooms to carefully clean and preserve the artifact.### 2. Where and when do digs take place? How long does a dig last?Archaeologists conduct excavations all over the world, from the Arctic to tropical jungles to modern cities. The duration of a dig depends on various factors like academic calendars, local weather conditions, and national
holidays. While some sites are excavated for a single season that can last anywhere from one week to a couple of months, projects can take several years or even longer.### 3. What's a typical day on a dig?Our days begin early, usually around 5 a.m., as we try to beat the heat and get a good day's work done before noon. After lunch, we return to the
site for more cleaning, studying, and writing about the artifacts found in the morning. We may also spend time drawing or mapping architecture. The work is intense and can be physically demanding, but it's worth it for the thrill of discovery.### 4. Positions/job availability/salary and benefitsBeing an archaeologist requires a specific set of skills,
including physical stamina, attention to detail, and strong communication skills. While the job can be challenging, it also offers opportunities for travel, cultural immersion, and making a meaningful contribution to our understanding of human history.Being an archaeologist is not just a job, it's a calling for many who live in the United States and
Canada as well as parts of Europe and Australia. Most archaeologists work as professors at universities where they teach and conduct research during the summer months when archaeological digs take place.Depending on their specialty, archaeologists can be found working in various departments within a university, such as Classics, History of Art,
Religious Studies, Near Eastern Studies, Anthropology, or more general departments. The competition for these positions is often fierce with only a handful of spots available each year.The salary for an assistant professor can range from $60,000 to over $100,000 depending on the location and institution. Benefits include health insurance, retirement
funding, and opportunities for travel. Some institutions also offer reduced or free tuition for their faculty members' children.Gaining the necessary education and training to become an archaeologist takes many years. This involves completing a PhD, which can take around seven to nine years after college. Archaeologists typically start by working on
digs during their summer breaks while still in school or after graduating from college.As hard as I can, try to do as well as I can, dont worry too much abt the rest, becuz its just diging and finding stuf. Its not like its life or death, people dont go crazy cuz they cant find a old pot. Archaeology is more like a hobby that peoples get paid for. They dont hav
to be on edge all the time, its not like medecine or law where peoples lifes depend on it.One thing thats bad about this job is that u can get consumed by it. Its hard to leave ur passion and dedication behind cuz theres always somethin new to find and discover. Some archaeologists dont have famileys and dedicate thier lifes to the job. They ar happy
but its a sacrifice they make.Archaeology is like a big passion for alot of peopel, its a hobby that u love and cant stop talking about. U get to go back in time and feel like u r really ther, its like bein in a movie or somethin. People are curious bout the past and want to learn from it.U wanna be an archaeologist? Start by lookin at whats happenin in ur
local area. Look for excavations and see if u can get involved. U can talk to the state highway dept or local colleges and universities for info. Sometimes ther r projects that need volunteers, even high school studeints! Its a great way to learn and have fun.Studying archaeology isnt just about diggin up old stuff its a broad subject that combines
humanities and sciences. U will lern problem solving data analysis report writin and many other skills that ar useful for alot of professions. U can use them in ur everyday life and be good at it!Archaeology degree: A successful career path that goes beyond the fieldMany students choose Archaeology as a degree because they are interested in the
subject, but it doesn't mean you can only work in the archaeological field after graduating. Successful careers in business, politics, science, arts, and many other areas are available to those with an Archaeology degree.The approach to studying Archaeology varies widely, ranging from methodological approaches such as marine archaeology and geo-
archaeology to studies specific to a period, civilisation or area like medieval archaeology, Egyptology, or the archaeology of Scotland. It's essential to consider your interests before applying to universities and picking courses that cater to them.In the past, it wasn't necessary to have a degree in Archaeology to become one; however, most professional
archaeologists now possess a BA or BSc degree. Many students can gain experience outside their course by participating in fieldwork through local societies. Universities offering Archaeology degree courses include Cambridge, Durham, Oxford, Edinburgh, Exeter, York, Robert Gordon Glasgow University College London Birmingham.Most
universities require applicants to have at least two A Levels and GCSEs at grade C or above in English and Maths. Related fields like History, Classical Civilisations, Sociology, Maths, Science (Chemistry or Biology) are preferred by top universities.Universities look for enthusiasm and a basic knowledge of the subject in candidates, even if they haven't
studied Archaeology before. Relevant work experience, volunteering opportunities, staying up-to-date with current affairs, and reading archaeology-related publications can significantly enhance your application.Graduates with an Archaeology degree have numerous career options, including working in museums and archives or pursuing a university
lectureship. Other careers include those in the civil service, journalism, teaching, law, or the financial sector. The job of an archaeologist often involves managing and protecting dig sites, as well as conducting research and analysis.Archaeologists study human development throughout history, from the origins of humans to the present day. Their work
includes analyzing artifacts, understanding ways of life, customs, and languages. It's a career that combines science, research, and lab work.Archaeologists study various aspects of past civilizations, including social patterns, artifacts, and environmental conditions to understand human behavior and adaptations.They utilize diverse tools to examine,
measure, and record data from artifacts, taking into consideration the environment where these artifacts are found.One part of their job involves compiling this information into reports, which aids in understanding human life and supports other researchers. This reporting may involve presenting findings to various organizations.To become an
archaeologist, one must typically hold a master's degree in archaeology or a related field. Fieldwork, laboratories, and research experiences provide essential practical knowledge.A Ph.D. is often required for more senior roles, especially if working internationally. Archaeologists may work in fields, labs, museums, historical sites, or as consultants,
with varying work environments and schedules.The job demands long hours, physical labor, and sometimes extended periods away from home. The median salary is around $62,280, although it varies depending on factors such as location and experience.The career growth rate for archaeologists is relatively low at 4 percent, mainly due to federal
regulations requiring artifact preservation. Competition for positions can be intense, with a Ph.D. or extensive experience being advantageous.To be an archeologist, one should have at least one year of full-time professional experience in supervisory level study of prehistoric or historic resources. A degree from a certified institution is necessary for
this profession. Typically, archeologists have at least a Bachelor's degree and some have Master's or Doctorate degrees.Many people get experience through field schools, volunteer positions, and internships. One can search online for "archeology" along with terms such as "field school," "volunteer archaeology," or "internship." They may also need to
contact directly the park they are interested in to find out if it will work with them.Professional archeological societies provide networks of professionals and enthusiasts. One can join national, regional, or local organizations to receive newsletters and publications, attend conferences, and submit papers.Conferences allow sharing information, hearing
new ideas, and obtaining literature. They also provide opportunities to meet people, expand one's resume, and network. Local colleges and universities may have archeologists who one can speak with for informational interviews.Job openings are listed on various websites such as USA Jobs. These include project-based work, year-round jobs,
internships, and other opportunities in the National Park Service and federal government.Archaeologist Jobs and Fields of Study Archaeologists study past human civilizations, finding artifacts like ancient ruins and preserving them for future generations. They use their findings to understand how humans lived in the past and how species
evolved.Some common tasks archaeologists perform include surveying sites, evaluating their significance, planning research projects, recording data, analyzing patterns of behavior, presenting findings, and specializing in underwater remains or modern-day cultures. There are several types of archaeologists, including underwater archaeologists who
study shipwrecks and marine environments; ethnoarchaeologists who examine the habits and customs of ancient people; environmental archaeologists who focus on nature and its impact on human culture; aviation archaeologists who study aircraft and their history; industrial archaeologists who explore past industries and technologies; historical
archaeologists who study artifacts, written records, and cultural histories related to specific time periods.Historical archaeologists often focus on Rome and Greece, studying how these civilizations affected other cultures. Archaeology typically requires a bachelor's degree in anthropology or a related field, with many archaeologists going on to earn
master's or doctoral degrees for advanced positions. Most aspiring archaeologists participate in internships, work in laboratories, and gain hands-on experience before pursuing their careers.Many budding archaeologists opt for an internship program either during or after completing a bachelor's degree. These programs offer essential fieldwork
experience necessary for many archaeology jobs. Notable institutions providing archaeological internships include museums, government agencies, and organizations specializing in archaeology. Initially, entry-level positions may require only a bachelor's degree; however, most other roles necessitate a master's degree. Master's degrees aid in
developing technical skills and allowing individuals to focus on a specific field of archaeology.Pursuing higher education is vital for advancement in the field. A master's degree typically takes two to three years to complete, accompanied by several months of field research related to a dissertation. This rigorous process is essential for those seeking to
work as an archaeological professor or lead high-level projects. Typically, a Ph.D. in archaeology or a related field is required for these roles.Upon completion of a bachelor's degree, job seekers can begin their career, focusing on the type of archaeologist they wish to be and the location where they want to work. Gaining experience through entry-
level positions, such as site excavation technicians, research assistants, and archaeological laboratory technicians, is crucial for career advancement. The field of archeology encompasses various disciplines, including anthropology, forensics, history, and art history, offering diverse career paths.Archeologists, who study history from physical evidence
like fossils, tools, and buildings, utilize high-tech instruments and sensitive techniques during fieldwork. Most actual work occurs in laboratories, where they analyze collected materials. A strong foundation in the field requires planning one's career wisely, including obtaining a bachelor's degree in science, history, geography, anthropology, or
geology. Staying up-to-date with modern technology and research is also essential for success in this line of work.The world of archaeology offers a plethora of opportunities for those looking to pursue a career in this fascinating field. A minimum of four years of education is required to enter this line of work, typically involving an undergraduate
degree in history, anthropology, or archeology. Additionally, minors such as linguistics, geology, and philosophy can prove beneficial. The diverse array of skills required for archaeologists necessitates expertise spanning multiple disciplines.Various majors can be pursued by students seeking a career in archaeology. Many institutions offer courses
within the field, focusing on studying history through material remains. A comprehensive degree in Archaeology should encompass topics such as cultural anthropology, history, biblical studies, art history, geography, and more. Students will also learn methods for artifact curation, investigation techniques, preservation strategies, and
epigraphy.Modern technologies play a significant role in archaeology, with students having the opportunity to work with geophysics tools for site surveys and satellite imagery analysis software. This discipline intertwines anthropology and archeology, allowing researchers to compare cultural and social structures to better understand human
evolution.Studying history is crucial for understanding ancient cultures, making it an ideal major for those seeking a career in archaeology. History programs often cover periods and regions such as ancient history, medieval history, or European History. Students may choose to specialize in subtopics within their focus or broadly study history as a
subject.Knowledge of ancient languages, such as ancient Greek or Hebrew, can be particularly useful in the field. Linguistics is essential for deciphering ancient scripts and texts, which is extensively used by archaeologists today. Additionally, understanding the history of art familiarizes researchers with ancient techniques and styles, enhancing their
cultural importance and interpretation of artifacts.Forensic archeology involves analyzing evidence from sites using scientific techniques such as DNA analysis or CAT scans. Museum professionals often work closely with archaeologists, providing resources for research, preserving artifacts, designing displays, and exhibiting delicate ancient
relics.Geo-archeology is an interconnected field between geology and archeology, studying layers of the earth to understand past cultures' influences. Many universities offer master's degrees in marine archeology after completing a bachelor's degree in a relevant course. This specialization analyzes ancient cultures and remains in ocean beds and
lakes.For those who love history and science, archaeology offers an exciting career path. By exploring ancient civilizations, uncovering lost artifacts, and solving historical mysteries, individuals can find fulfillment in this field. Hopefully, this article has helped you determine the best major for your career in archaeology. Archaeology is a dynamic field
that combines human study and prehistoric excavation to provide insight into our past.Undergraduate degrees in Archaeology offer a wide range of study options, allowing students to combine their passion for the past with other subjects such as history, geography, or languages. Entry requirements typically involve A-Level grades ranging from 96-
165 UCAS points, and include qualifications like BTECs, Scottish Highers, and International Baccalaureate.To be successful in Archaeology, applicants often benefit from prior knowledge of history, geography, a foreign language, science, or social sciences. However, work experience is not required, and many students gain valuable insights through
involvement with local history groups, museums, or archaeological societies.Upon graduation, Archaeology degrees equip graduates with specialized skills such as research tools, analysis techniques, and fieldwork methods. The field offers a range of career opportunities, including archaeological clerk of works, GIS technician, illustrator, curator, and
solicitor.Postgraduate studies in Archaeology offer further specialization in areas like bioarchaeology, Assyriology, or Egyptology, allowing students to develop advanced skills in human remains analysis or scientific investigation.
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