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measurement	into	inches	then	divide	it	by	four	to	get	the	number	of	hands.	Any	remainder	gets	expressed	in	inches.	Before	you	can	measure	your	horse	accurately,	you	have	to	own	the	proper	tools	for	measuring.	These	are	the	following:	Bridle	or	a	halter	and	lead	rope	Height	measuring	stick	(order	from	a	horse	supply	store)	or	measuring	tape.	Let’s	move	on	to	the	steps	you	need	to	take	to	measure	your	horse…	Lead	your	horse	into	an	even	flat	surface.	With	your	halter	and	lead	rope	or	bridle,	hold	your	horse	steady	and	make	sure	that	it	is	standing	squarely
on	all	feet.	To	determine	if	your	horse	is	standing	straight,	check	the	hooves	to	make	sure	they	are	not	spread	too	far	apart	or	too	close	together.	The	hooves	should	be	as	wide	as	the	horse’s	shoulder	only.	You	will	get	more	accurate	measurements	this	way.	Here	are	some	examples	of	incorrect	and	correct	hoof	placement	for	measuring	height	on	your	horse.	In	this	picture,	this	mares	feet	are	too	far	apart	to	get	an	accurate	height	measurement.	If	she	were	to	be	measured	standing	like	this,	her	height	may	come	out	shorter	than	what	she	actually	is.	Sometimes
the	difference	can	even	be	a	couple	of	inches.	This	horse	might	measure	shorter	than	it	actually	is	because	her	feet	are	spread	too	far	apart.	This	is	the	opposite	problem.	In	this	picture	the	mare	has	her	feet	too	close	together	to	be	accurately	measured.	In	this	case,	she	might	measure	taller	than	she	actually	is.	If	this	mare	were	measured	in	this	position,	she	might	measure	taller	than	she	really	is	because	her	feet	are	too	close	together.	This	is	a	much	better	position	for	measuring	height	for	this	mare.	It	isn’t	perfect	but	it	should	still	result	in	a	fairly	accurate
measurement.	Each	foot	is	evenly	spaced	and	not	spread	too	far	apart	or	too	close	together.	Of	the	three	pictures	of	this	horse,	this	is	the	better	position	for	height	measurement.	Legs	are	evenly	spaced	and	not	too	far	apart	or	too	close	together.	This	is	a	better	position	for	measuring	horse	height.	This	mares	back	legs	are	almost	perfectly	aligned	and	in	the	correct	position.	To	make	this	perfect,	her	right	front	leg	would	need	to	come	forward	to	match	the	left	front	leg.	In	any	case,	you	would	be	able	to	get	a	fairly	accurate	height	measurement	with	the	horse
standing	in	this	position.	Better	Position	for	measuring	height.	Horse’s	height	gets	measured	from	the	ground	to	the	horse’s	withers.	A	horse’s	withers	is	the	intersection	where	the	shoulders	meet	the	neck.	This	is	the	next	highest	point	of	a	horse	after	its	head.	You	place	the	end	of	measuring	stick	on	the	ground	and	then	lower	the	bar	until	it	touches	the	horse’s	withers.	Many	measuring	devices	can	be	used	to	measure	a	horse,	but	the	most	accurate	one	to	use	is	the	height	measuring	stick.	A	measuring	tape	can	be	used	by	holding	it	perpendicular	to	the
ground,	beside	the	horse	and	measuring	up	to	the	horse’s	withers.	If	you	are	unable	to	get	a	hold	of	a	proper	height	stick,	you	can	go	ahead	and	use	some	twine	and	tie	something	substantial	to	hold	the	twine	steady.	Use	that	to	measure	the	horse	and	mark	the	cord	where	it	meets	your	horse’s	withers	then	you	measure	the	length	of	the	cord	all	up	to	the	marked	spot.	There	are	cases	where	horses	get	spooked	by	looking	at	a	measuring	stick	or	by	the	sound	a	metal	stick	makes.	Remember	you	have	to	move	slowly	and	carefully	during	this	time.	For	horses	that
haven’t	been	measured	before,	it	may	be	good	to	introduce	the	measuring	stick	in	a	more	confined	space	like	a	round	pen	or	large	stall.	Getting	the	horse	ready	to	be	measured	Once	the	horse	is	accustomed	to	the	sound	of	the	stick,	position	the	horse’s	feet	as	best	you	can	and	take	a	measurement.	When	you	are	first	learning	how	to	measure	a	horse	it	can	be	good	to	move	the	horse	around	a	couple	of	times	and	take	a	few	different	measurements.	Here	you	can	see	that	this	horse	measures	14.2	hands	high.	To	get	an	idea	of	how	tall	that	is	for	a	horse,	I	am	5′
8″	tall.	This	particular	height	stick	has	a	level	so	you	know	when	it	is	properly	placed.	Once	you’ve	measured	your	horse’s	height,	you	then	need	to	convert	your	measurements	accordingly.	If	your	measurements	are	already	in	hands,	then	you	can	write	down	your	size	on	your	horse’s	chart	with	the	notation	“hh,”	which	stands	for	“hands	high.”	After	converting,	you	now	have	the	measurement	of	your	horse	and	can	safely	determine	if	it	is	growing	accordingly	or	needs	some	help.	You	also	need	to	consider	the	last	time	your	horse	got	shod	because	it	can	add	to
the	height	measurement	of	the	horse.	You	can	convert	your	measurements	from	meters	to	hands	using	this	convenient	height	chart.	Convert	your	horse’s	height	from	inches,	feet,	meters	(or	centimeters)	to	hands.	Quick	and	easy	reference	guide.	Great	for	pony	club	or	to	hang	in	the	stable	as	a	reference.	Sign	up	to	our	newsletter	below	to	download	your	copy!	It	is	good	practice	measuring	a	horses	height.	The	more	you	get	used	to	positioning	horses	and	using	your	measuring	instrument,	the	more	accurate	your	measurements	will	get.	A	great	way	to	practice
is	to	grab	two	or	three	friends	and	each	of	you	measure	a	couple	different	horses	and	compare	your	measurements.	That	way	you	will	get	an	idea	of	how	measurements	can	differ	and	work	together	to	find	a	technique	that	works	best	to	measure	your	horse’s	height.	If	you	are	looking	for	some	more	awesome	horse	articles,	you	may	find	these	helpful:	The	height	of	a	horse	is	measured	in	hands,	and	1	hand	is	equal	to	4	inches.	The	measurement	should	be	taken	from	the	ground	vertically	to	the	highest	point	of	a	horse’s	withers.	However,	there	may	be	times
when	you	need	to	know	the	corresponding	measurement	in	meters,	feet,	or	inches.	The	table	below	will	convert	the	height	of	your	horse	into	both	metric	and	imperial	measurements	(feet,	inches,	and	centimeters).	One	hand	is	equivalent	to	four	inches	which	means	it’s	fairly	simple	to	work	out	the	number	of	inches	yourself.	If	you	don’t	have	the	conversion	table	handy,	you	can	use	this	calculation:	4	x	WH	+	FH	=	number	of	inches	WH	is	the	number	of	whole	hands	and	FH	is	any	fraction	of	a	hand.	Here’s	how	this	would	work	in	an	example:	14.2	hands	(4	x	14
=	56	+	2	=	58	inches)	Here	is	the	height	conversion	chart	for	hands,	feet,	inches,	and	centimeters:	Horses	are	measured	in	hands	because	it	is	a	traditional	unit	of	measurement	that	has	been	used	for	centuries.	The	hand	is	thought	to	have	originated	with	the	Ancient	Greeks,	and	has	been	used	in	various	cultures	around	the	world	to	measure	length,	height,	and	volume.	In	the	horse	world,	a	hand	is	equal	to	4	inches.	Horses	are	measured	from	the	ground	to	the	highest	point	of	the	withers,	which	is	the	ridge	between	the	shoulder	blades.	To	measure	a	horse’s
height,	a	measuring	stick	is	placed	vertically	on	the	ground	next	to	the	horse’s	withers,	and	the	height	is	read	off	the	stick	in	hands.	There	are	several	reasons	why	horses	are	still	measured	in	hands	today.	First,	it	is	a	very	accurate	unit	of	measurement.	A	hand	is	equal	to	4	inches,	which	is	a	small	enough	increment	to	allow	for	very	precise	measurements.	Second,	it	is	a	traditional	unit	of	measurement	that	has	been	used	for	centuries,	and	horse	people	are	comfortable	with	it.	Finally,	it	is	a	convenient	unit	of	measurement	to	use	when	buying	and	selling
horses.	Horse	buyers	and	sellers	can	easily	compare	the	heights	of	different	horses	by	simply	looking	at	their	hand	measurements.	Here	are	some	additional	reasons	why	horses	are	measured	in	hands:	It	is	a	quick	and	easy	way	to	measure	a	horse’s	height,	especially	in	the	field.	It	is	a	more	precise	measurement	than	using	inches	or	centimeters,	as	horses	do	not	grow	in	even	increments.	It	is	a	universal	unit	of	measurement	that	is	used	by	horse	people	all	over	the	world.	While	the	metric	system	is	now	the	standard	unit	of	measurement	in	most	countries,	the
hand	remains	the	preferred	unit	of	measurement	for	horses.	This	is	likely	due	to	the	fact	that	it	is	a	traditional	unit	of	measurement	that	is	well-established	in	the	horse	world.	Fun	Fact:	The	tallest	horse	ever,	a	Shire	called	Sampson,	was	21.25	hands!	Published	by	Jennifer	Webster	on	November	28,	202266	inches	Horse	heigh	Horse	type	Hands	Inches	(meters)	Horse	16	hands	64	inches	(1.63	m)	16.2	hands	66	inches	(1.68	m)	17	hands	68	inches	(1.73	m)	What	does	16.2	mean	for	a	horse?	Equine	Size-Chart	DESCRIPTION	HANDS	INCHES	HORSE	15.2	H	62-
64	inches	16	H	64-66	inches	16.2	H	66-68	inches	17	H	68-70	inches	How	many	feet	high	is	16	hands?	Here	is	the	height	conversion	chart	for	hands,	feet,	inches,	and	centimeters:	Hands	Inches	Feet	16	64	5ft	4	16.1	65	5ft	5	16.2	66	5ft	6	16.3	67	5ft	7	How	tall	is	a	20	hand	horse?	2.75	inchesIt	was	then,	that	the	Guinness	World	Records	measured	Jake	at	an	extraordinary	20	hands,	2.75	inches	(210.2	centimeters	or	82.75	inches)	and	was	officially	named	the	tallest	living	horse.	The	average	height	of	a	Belgian	horse	is	usually	between	16	and	17	hands.	How	tall
is	a	hand	in	horse	height?	4	inchesWhen	it	comes	to	horses,	you	measure	them	in	“hands”.	One	hand	is	equal	to	4	inches.	Horses	are	measured	from	the	ground	to	the	top	of	their	withers.	How	many	hands	tall	is	a	Clydesdale?	Adult	male	Clydesdales	measure	17	to	19	hands	(1.7-1.9	m	or	5.7-6.3	ft.).	A	male’s	average	weight	is	between	771	to	998	kg	(1,700-2,200	lb.).	Adult	females	measure	16	to	18	hands	(1.6-1.7	m	or	5.3-5.7	ft.).	A	female	averages	680	to	771	kg	(1,500-2,000	lb.).	What	is	the	tallest	horse	ever?	SampsonSampson	was	a	Shire	horse	gelding
foaled	in	1846	in	Toddington	Mills,	Bedfordshire,	England.	He	was	the	tallest	and	heaviest	horse	ever	recorded,	at	21.5	hands.	Is	16	hands	tall	for	a	quarter	horse?	Breed	characteristics	They	usually	stand	between	14	and	16	hands	(56	and	64	inches,	142	and	163	cm)	high,	although	some	Halter-type	and	English	hunter-type	horses	may	grow	as	tall	as	17	hands	(68	inches,	173	cm).	What	is	considered	a	big	hand?	M:	8.5–9	inches	(21.6–22.9	cm)	L:	9.5–10	inches	(24.1–25.4	cm)	XL:	10.5–11	inches	(26.7–27.9	cm)	XXL:	11.5–12	inches	(29.2–30.5	cm)	How	heavy	is
a	16	hand	horse?	between	1036	and	1653	poundsA	16-hand	horse	can	weigh	anywhere	between	1036	and	1653	pounds,	depending	on	its	breed	and	height.	A	sixteen-hand	Thoroughbred	weighs	much	less	than	a	sixteen-hand	Suffolk	Punch.	But	on	average,	at	16	hands,	you	can	expect	a	horse	to	weigh	between	1036-1543	pounds,	whereas,	at	16.2	hands,	it	is	1080-1653	pounds.	What	horse	breeds	are	16	hands?	Dutch	Draft	They	stand	around	16	hands	and	are	usually	bay,	gray	or	chestnut.	They	are	shorter	in	the	leg	than	some	draft	horses,	but	they	are	still
seriously	strong,	as	was	necessary	in	their	original	work	as	heavy	draft	and	farm	work.	What	is	the	biggest	horse	in	the	world	2022?	Brooklyn	Supreme	is	considered	to	be	the	world’s	largest	horse	by	weight.	Born	in	1928	in	Minnesota,	he	was	also	a	Belgium	Draft	and	grew	to	19.2	hands	and	3,200	pounds.	How	Big	Is	Big	Jake?	He	stood	at	20.2	3⁄4	hands	(82.75	inches,	210	cm)	tall	and	weighed	2,600	pounds	(1,200	kg).	According	to	the	Guinness	World	Records,	Big	Jake	broke	the	record	for	the	world’s	tallest	living	horse	when	he	was	measured	in	2010,	and
he	held	that	record	for	the	remainder	of	his	life.	How	many	hands	is	a	5	foot	tall	horse?	Horse	Height	Conversion	Chart	Hands	Inches	Feet	14.1hh	57	4ft	9	14.2hh	58	4ft	10	14.3hh	59	4ft	11	15hh	60	5ft	How	tall	is	10	hands	high	for	a	horse?	Ponies.	Ponies	are	horses	that	measure	from	10	to	13.2	hands	or	40	inches	(1.02	m)	to	54	inches	(1.37	m).	How	tall	is	a	horse	is	14	hands	high?	In	English–speaking	countries,	horses	are	measured	in	“hands,”	or	four–inch	increments,	a	measurement	that	originated	in	ancient	Egypt.	For	example,	a	horse	that	measures	56
inches	from	the	ground	up	to	the	top	of	the	withers	is	14	hands	high,	or	14	hh.	What	two	breeds	make	a	Clydesdale?	The	Clydesdale	breed	was	founded	in	the	early	eighteenth	century	when	two	breeders,	John	Paterson	of	Lochlyoch	and	the	6th	Duke	of	Hamilton,	imported	Flemish	stallions	and	mated	them	with	native	draught	mares	in	the	Clyde	valley.	Why	do	Clydesdales	bob	their	heads?	Horses	nod	their	heads	as	a	signal	of	energy,	excitement,	or	irritation.	They	also	nod	when	bothered	by	ear	infections	and	insects.	Horses	that	lower	and	raise	their	heads	in
a	calm,	controlled	manner	may	be	showing	a	sign	of	submission	to	convey	a	simple	hello.	What	does	Budweiser	do	with	retired	horses?	About	200	Budweiser	Clydesdales	are	spread	among	four	facilities:	two	in	Missouri,	one	in	New	Hampshire,	one	in	Colorado.	>	Clydesdales	retire	to	prestigious	homes	such	as	Anheuser-Busch’s	Grant’s	Farm,	in	St.	Louis,	or	other	display	stables.	What	is	the	rarest	color	horse?	Among	racehorses,	there	are	many	successful	colors:	bay,	chestnut,	and	brown	horses	win	a	lot	of	races.	Pure	white	is	the	rarest	horse	color.	What	is
the	gentlest	horse	breed?	In	this	article,	we’ll	discuss	five	of	the	calmest	horse	breeds,	including:	American	Quarter	Horse.	Morgan	Horse.	Appaloosa	Horse.	Norwegian	Fjord.	Connemara	Pony.	In	horses,	"hh"	stands	for	"hands	high,"	which	is	a	unit	of	measurement	used	to	determine	the	animal's	height	at	the	withers.	One	hand	is	equivalent	to	4	inches,	so	a	horse	that	is	15	hands	high	would	be	60	inches	or	5	feet	tall	at	the	withers.	Horses	are	measured	in	hands,	one	hand	is	the	same	height	as	four	inches,	this	means	that	17hh	is	equel	to	5ft	8	inches	or
172cm,	below	you	can	see	the	full	horse	height	chart.	Hands	Centimetres	Feet	Inches	12hh	121.92cm	4ft	48	12.1hh	124.46cm	4ft	1	49	12.2hh	127cm	4ft	2	50	12.3hh	129.54cm	4ft	3	51	13hh	132.08cm	4ft	4	52	13.1hh	134.62cm	4ft	5	53	13.2hh	137.16cm	4ft	6	54	13.3hh	139.7cm	4ft	7	55	14hh	142.24cm	4ft	8	56	14.1hh	144.78cm	4ft	9	57	14.2hh	147.32cm	4ft	10	58	14.3hh	149.86cm	4ft	11	59	15hh	152.4cm	5ft	60	15.1hh	154.94cm	5ft	1	61	15.2hh	157.48cm	5ft	2	62	15.3hh	160.02cm	5ft	3	63	16hh	162.56cm	5ft	4	64	16.1hh	165.1cm	5ft	5	65	16.2hh	167.64cm	5ft
6	66	16.3hh	170.18cm	5ft	7	67	17hh	172.72cm	5ft	8	68	17.1hh	175.26cm	5ft	9	69	17.2hh	177.8cm	5ft	10	70	17.3hh	180.3cm	5ft	11	71	18hh	182.88cm	6ft	72	Horse	Height	Conversion	Chart	16hh	in	cm	=	1.62m	How	Many	Hands	Is	A	Horse	17hh	in	cm	=	172cm	17hh	in	ft	=	5ft	8in	13hh	In	cm	=	132cm	18hh	In	cm	=	182cm	16hh	In	Feet	=	5ft	4in	14hh	In	Feet	=	142cm	12hh	In	cm	=	121cm	17hh	Horse	In	cm	=	1.72m	Horse	Height	Hands	To	Feet	=	each	hand	is	four	inches,	0.75	foot	cm	To	hh,	one	hand	is	equels	to	10.16cm	How	To	Measure	A	Horse	In	Hands	-
A	horse	is	measured	upto	the	horses	withers,	the	ridge	between	the	shoulder	blades	of	the	horse.	15hh	In	Ft	=	5ft	16hh	To	Feet	=	5ft	4in	15hh	In	cm	=	152cm	17hh	To	cm	=	172cm	18hh	In	Ft	=	182cm	13hh	In	Feet	=	132cm	15	Hands	In	Feet	=	152cm	18hh	In	Feet	=	182cm	15hh	In	Feet	=	152cm	How	Tall	Is	15hh	In	Feet	is	5ft	20hh	In	Feet	=	203cm	16hh	In	Centimeters	=	162cm	22	Hands	Horse	In	Feet	=	7.3ft	14hh	In	cm	=	142cm	16hh	In	Meters	=	1.62m	How	Tall	Is	17hh	In	Feet	=	5.6ft	16hh	Horse	In	cm	=	How	Tall	Is	15hh	How	Tall	Is	A	16hh	Horse	in
cm	:	16hh	to	cm	is	162cm	17	Hands	In	Feet	is	5ft	8inches	How	Tall	Is	20	Hands	In	Feet	is	5ft	5in	16hh	In	Ft	is	5ft	4	How	Tall	Is	14hh	In	Feet?	4ft	8	20	Hands	In	Feet	is	5ft	5inches	How	Tall	Is	18	Hands?	1.82m	How	Tall	Is	16hh?	16hh	is	1.62m	or	5ft	4	inches	15hh	Horse	In	cm	is	152cm	17hh	In	Feet	is	5ft	8inches	19	Hands	In	Feet	is	193cm	Determining	a	horse’s	height	is	crucial	for	horse	owners,	as	it	provides	the	information	needed	to	calculate	its	meal	size	and	medication	dosage.	How	to	measure	a	horse’s	height?	What	are	the	steps	needed	to	make	an
accurate	measurement?	What	are	hands,	and	why	are	they	employed	to	measure	horses?	You	might	grapple	with	questions	like	these	if	you	want	to	know	about	the	horse	hands	chart.	If	so,	read	along	as	we	are	going	to	address	these	questions	in	the	lines	below.	There	may	be	different	units	for	measuring	a	horse,	but	“hands”	is	the	standard	unit	of	horse	height	measurement.	It	was	introduced	by	the	King	of	England,	Henry	VIII.	He	standardized	the	hand	as	a	unit	of	horse	measurement,	with	one	hand	equalling	around	4	inches—10.16	cm.	Why	hands	and	not
any	other	unit	for	measurement?	It	was	because	of	the	lack	of	standard	equipment	during	those	days.	So,	people	across	the	world	used	their	hands	to	measure	horses.	With	time,	it	became	the	standard	unit	of	horse	measurement.	A	hand	equals	4	inches.	So,	14	hh	horse	would	be	54	inches	tall.	Similarly,	58	inches	would	be	14	and	a	half	hands.	It’s	a	pretty	simple	yet	accurate	measurement.	So,	what	do	you	mean	when	you	talk	about	measuring	the	height	of	a	horse?	How	do	you	measure	a	horse’s	height?	To	measure	a	horse’s	height,	you	need	to	take	the
measurement	from	the	ground	where	the	surface	is	flat	and	smooth	so	you	can	have	a	precise	measurement.	The	horse	must	be	standing	with	its	front	feet	squarely	alongside	each	other	and	its	hind	feet	directly	beside	each	other.	When	you	take	the	measurement,	ensure	they	stand	at	their	maximum	height.	Let’s	check	the	steps	of	making	an	accurate	horse	height	chart.		Read:	How	Much	Weight	Can	a	Horse	Carry?	The	surface	where	the	horse	stands	for	having	the	measurement	must	be	flat.	In	the	presence	of	any	obstacle,	you	can	never	have	an	accurate
measurement.		Consider	closing	the	feet	of	the	horse.	Keep	the	feet	together;	the	front	feet	must	be	aside	from	each	other,	not	too	close	and	not	too	far,	and	likewise,	the	back	ones.	It	will	maintain	a	good	posture	while	having	measurements.		Maintain	an	excellent	stance	and	try	putting	something	straight	across	your	horse’s	withers	to	make	a	90-degree	angle	with	whatever	equipment	you’re	measuring.	It	will	help	you	in	ensuring	that	your	measurements	are	as	accurate	as	possible.	When	you	know	the	hand’s	measurement	chart,	you	must	know	the	tools
required	to	do	the	measurement.	There	are	two	most	popular	ways	of	measuring	the	height	of	a	horse.	One	is	by	using	the	height	measuring	stick,	and	the	other	is	by	using	the	height	measuring	tape.		You	can	find	the	measuring	tape	at	any	nearest	store.	Never	forget	to	check	the	flexibility	of	the	tape	before	buying.	There	are	two	types	of	tapes.	One	is	a	traditional	measuring	tape,	and	the	other	one	is	horse-height	tape.	Use	the	latter,	as	that	is	specifically	made	for	the	purpose.	Secondly,	if	you	want	precise	measurements,	you	can	buy	a	height	measuring
stick.	Though	a	little	pricey,	these	measuring	sticks	have	a	unit	of	hands	mentioned	on	them,	which	will	help	you	get	the	height	in	hands.	These	sticks	provide	the	easiest	and	fastest	means	of	height	measurement	using	a	horse	hands	chart.	Read:	How	Far	Can	a	Horse	Travel	in	a	Day?	As	you	know,	we	measure	the	horse’s	height	in	the	unit	of	hand;	there	may	be	times	when	you	need	to	know	the	measurements	in	inches,	centimeters,	and	feet.		Let’s	do	the	conversion	of	hands	into	other	measurement	units.	One	hand	equals	four	inches,	so	it’s	simple	to	deal
with	numbers	in	inches	as	you	have	the	defined	standard	present.	You	can	proceed	with	the	calculations	as	follows:	4	x	whole	hands	+	fraction	of	hand	=	number	of	inches	So,	14.2	hands	tall	horse,	when	measured	in	inches,	would	be:	4	x	14	+	2	=	58	inches	The	same	is	the	case	with	feet	and	centimeters.	Following	the	calculations,	you	would	be	able	to	convert	the	horse’s	height	from	hands	to	inches,	feet,	and	centimeters.	You	can	take	help	from	this	Horse	Height	Conversion	Table.	HandsInchesFeetCentimeters12484ft121.9213524ft	4	inches132.0814564ft	8
inches142.2415605ft152.4016645ft	4	inches162.56	Read:	Do	Horses	Sleep	Standing	Up?	What	size	horse	do	you	need?	If	you	are	new	to	horses,	you	must	be	thinking	about	which	horse	you	should	get.	The	height	of	the	horse	one	needs	depends	on	the	height	and	weight	of	the	owner.	So,	it’s	essential	to	make	a	comparison	before	having	a	horse.		Horse	Height	in	HandsHuman	Equivalent18.0	hh6’017.0	hh5’816.0	hh5’415.0	hh5’014.0	hh4’813.0	hh4’4	Horse	and	pony	breeds	are	available	in	a	wide	range	of	sizes	and	weights.	Tall	horses	may	be	either	slender
and	elegant	or	large	and	robust.	While	the	stature	of	two	seemingly	similar	horse	breeds	may	be	the	same,	their	weight	may	differ	significantly.	An	Appaloosa	and	an	Arabian	horse	are	of	the	same	height,	but	when	we	talk	about	weight,	the	Appaloosa	takes	the	lead.	Its	weight	is	slightly	more	than	its	Arabian	counterpart.	Similarly,	a	Shire’s	hands	height	chart	says	that	it	is	17	hands	tall,	and	a	horse	with	17	hands	height	must	weigh	770kg,	but	it	is	not	the	case	with	the	Shire.	The	Shire	weighs	around	590	kilograms,	is	still	healthy,	and	shows	proper	growth.
Some	of	the	horse	breeds’	heights	and	weights	are	given	in	the	chart	below.		BreedWeight	(kg)Height	(hh)Akhal-Teke420	–	52014	–	16American	Quarter	Horse455	–	59014	–	16.3Andalusian545	–	59015	–	16Arabian380	–	48014.1	–	15.1Belgian	Draft860	–	100014	–	17.3Gypsy	Vanner455	–	59014	–	15Shire770	–	122516	–	17.3	Read:	Better	Horse	Care:	How	Much	Do	Horses	Weigh?	To	conclude,	hands	is	the	horse	height	measurement	unit.	Measuring	horse	in	hands	gives	the	standard	sizes	that	we	can	easily	convert	to	any	other	measuring	unit.	If	it’s	in	inches,
centimeters,	or	feet,	you	can	easily	convert	them	into	hands	and	vice	versa.	Though	an	old	unit,	it	is	still	relevant	and	accurate.	When	measuring	a	horse’s	height,	the	standard	unit	used	is	the	“hand,”	where	one	hand	equals	four	inches.	The	measurement	is	taken	from	the	ground	up	to	the	highest	point	of	the	horse’s	withers.While	the	“hands”	unit	is	widely	used,	there	are	times	when	it’s	helpful	to	convert	this	measurement	into	more	familiar	units	like	inches,	feet,	or	centimeters.The	chart	below	simplifies	these	conversions	by	displaying	horse	heights	in	both
imperial	(feet	and	inches)	and	metric	(centimeters)	units.If	you	ever	need	to	do	a	quick	conversion	without	the	chart,	remember	the	formula:	4	x	WH	+	FH	=	total	inches,	where	WH	is	the	whole	number	of	hands	and	FH	represents	the	fraction.	For	example,	a	horse	standing	at	14.2	hands	would	be	58	inches	tall	(4	x	14	=	56,	plus	2	inches	for	the
fraction).HandsInchesFeet/InchesMetres7.0282’4″0.71127.1292’5″0.73667.2302’6″0.7627.3312’7″0.78748.0322’8″0.81288.1332’9″0.83828.2342’10″0.86368.3352’11″0.8899.0363′0.91449.1373’1″0.93989.2383’2″0.96529.3393’3″0.990610.0403’4″1.01610.1413’5″1.041410.2423’6″1.066810.3433’7″1.092211.0443’8″1.117611.1453’9″1.14311.2463’10″1.168411.3473’11″1.193812.0484′1.219212.1494’1″1.244612.2504’2″1.2712.3514’3″1.295413.0524’4″1.320813.1534’5″1.346213.2544’6″1.37213.3554’7″1.39714.0564’8″1.422414.1574’9″1.447814.2584’10″1.473214.3594’11″1.498615.0605′1.52415.1615’1″1.549415.2625’2″1.574815.3635’3″1.600216.0645’4″1.625616.1655’5″1.65116.2665’6″1.676416.3675’7″1.701817.0685’8″1.727217.1695’9″1.752617.2705’10″1.77817.3715’11″1.80318.0726′1.8288A
common	question	I	often	hear	from	people	new	to	horses	is,	“Why	do	we	measure	horses	in	hands?”	After	all,	we	don’t	use	this	unit	for	other	animals	or	objects,	so	it	seems	a	bit	unusual.	The	answer	lies	in	a	fascinating	piece	of	history.Measuring	horses	in	“hands”	originated	in	ancient	times,	when	people	didn’t	have	rulers	or	standardized	measuring	tools.	They	used	what	they	had	–	often	their	own	bodies.	The	hand	was	a	convenient	and	universally	available	tool	for	estimating	height,	especially	when	working	with	animals	like	horses.	Originally,	this	meant
literally	using	the	width	of	a	man’s	hand,	which	varied	from	person	to	person	but	was	close	enough	for	everyday	purposes.In	the	16th	century,	King	Henry	VIII	enacted	the	Horses	Act	of	1540,	which	officially	standardized	“one	hand”	as	four	inches.	This	provided	consistency	for	people	across	England	when	buying,	selling,	and	breeding	horses.	With	this	standardized	unit,	the	system	became	reliable	and	easy	to	use,	and	it	soon	became	the	traditional	measurement	for	horses	in	the	UK	and	beyond.Today,	“hands”	remains	the	preferred	unit	of	measurement	for
horses	in	many	parts	of	the	world,	including	the	UK	and	North	America.	It’s	still	used	for	its	simplicity	and	its	long-standing	tradition.In	other	areas,	like	continental	Europe	and	in	international	competitions	regulated	by	the	Fédération	Equestre	Internationale	(FEI),	horses	are	often	measured	in	metric	units,	such	as	centimeters.	However,	within	the	equestrian	community,	using	“hands”	carries	with	it	a	sense	of	history	and	continuity	that	resonates	with	horse	owners,	breeders,	and	riders	alike.Download	and	print	the	PDF	here	or	click	the	image	below.


