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You	have	a	few	different	options	when	choosing	a	strapping	material	that	is	good	for	palletizing	your	products	before	shipping	and	other	related	packaging	activities.	And	in	some	cases,	those	options	may	be	interchangeable	based	on	the	products	you	are	packaging	and	the	tensile	strength	of	the	strapping	you	need.	But,	how	do	you	know	if	the
strapping	you	are	currently	using	or	want	to	use	in	the	future	is	the	appropriate	material	for	your	palletizing	needs?	Is	there	a	way	that	you	can	identify	which	type	of	strapping	material	is	best	suited	for	your	packaging	requirements?	Are	there	any	tools	that	can	help	simplify	the	process	of	finding	the	correct	strapping	material	needed	to	contain	your
palleted	products	properly?	You	bet	there	is!	And,	we	are	going	to	give	those	tools	to	you	today.	With	over	sixty	years	of	experience	in	the	packaging	industry	Industrial	Packaging	has	helped	thousands	of	clients	choose	the	best	strapping	material	for	their	unique	packaging	applications.	And,	we	can	help	you	find	the	correct	strapping	for	your	needs
as	well.	After	reading	this	article,	you	will	have	all	the	information	and	required	tools	to	help	you	choose	the	proper	strapping	solution	for	your	unitizing,	palletizing,	and	containment	requirements.	How	Do	You	Choose	The	Proper	Strapping	Material	For	Your	Products?	As	you	begin	your	journey	in	sourcing	the	correct	strapping	material	for	your
specific	packaging	needs,	you	need	to	make	sure	that	you	have	certain	items	in	place	before	you	make	a	purchase.	You	will	need	to	know	what	the	different	kinds	of	strapping	materials	are.	You	will	have	to	understand	which	of	those	materials	has	the	proper	tensile	strength	for	your	applications.	And	finally,	you	will	need	to	answer	a	set	of	questions
to	determine	which	material	is	best	suited	for	your	needs.	So,	come	with	me,	and	we	shall	go	on	this	quest	together!What	Are	The	Different	Varieties	Of	Strapping	Material?	When	it	comes	to	selecting	the	correct	type	of	strapping	for	your	unique	packaging	applications,	you	have	to	make	sure	that	you	understand	the	different	types	of	strapping	that
are	currently	available	on	the	market.	Just	googling	"strapping"	and	buying	the	first	material	that	you	think	might	be	a	good	fit	is	not	the	way	to	go	during	this	process.	Below,	we	will	provide	you	with	a	brief	introduction	to	the	three	main	categories	of	strapping	materials.	If	you	would	like	a	more	in-depth	explanation	of	these	items,	you	can	find	them
in	this	article.	Need	help	finding	the	right	strapping	material?	1.	Polypropylene	Strapping	Polypropylene	(also	known	simply	as	"PP")	strapping	is	an	extremely	popular	variety	of	strapping	material.	It	is	available	in	a	selection	of	tensile	strengths	(the	max	weight	the	material	can	handle	before	it	breaks),	widths,	and	core	sizes.	These	metrics	will	be
determined	by	the	application	you	are	using	and	the	products	you	are	packaging.	As	this	form	of	strapping	is	almost	always	embossed,	it	boasts	extra	strength	and	superior	texture	for	enhanced	friction.	Embossed	strapping	also	features	a	significant	reduction	of	dust	formation	during	the	application	of	the	strapping	materials	to	your	products.	You
can	use	both	manualhandheld	tools	and	fully	automated	packaging	machineryto	apply	this	formulation	of	strapping.	2.	Polyester	StrappingPolyester	(AKA:	PET)	strapping	has	a	nice	smooth	texture.	However,	it	may	be	embossed	upon	request.	The	majority	of	polyester	strapping	is	made	from	recycled	soda	bottles.	Considered	a	"heavy-duty"	packaging
material,	polyester	strapping	boasts	a	higher	tensile	strength	than	steel	and	has	good	thermal	tolerance.	It	also	features	a	decreased	tension	decay	over	polypropylene.	This	translates	to	superior	tension	for	an	extended	period	of	time.	You	may	employ	both	manual	handheld	tools	and	fully	automated	packaging	machinery	to	use	this	formulation	of
strapping.	3.	Steel	StrappingSteel	strapping	is,	quite	frankly,	an	endangered	species.	You	do	not	see	it	out	in	the	wild	very	much	anymore.	It	is	almost	exclusively	used	for	railroad	shipping	applications	when	an	external	container	is	not	used	to	house	the	shipped	products.	This	is	a	government	requirement	enforced	by	the	Association	of	American
Railroads.	Applications	for	steel	strapping	primarily	revolve	around	heavy	industrial	products	such	as	steel	beams	and	construction	equipment.	NOTE:	There	are	some	specialty	polyester	strapping	materials	that	are	approved	by	the	Association	of	American	Railroads	for	applications	normally	reserved	for	steel	strapping.	Both	manual	handheld	tools
and	fully	automated	packaging	machinery	may	be	used	to	strap	steel	strapping.	However,	it	is	most	commonly	applied	with	a	handheld	tool.	How	Do	You	Know	Which	Type	Of	Strapping	Material	Is	Right	For	Your	Products?	In	order	to	figure	out	which	type	of	strapping	material	is	the	correct	option	for	your	packaging	applications,	you	are	first	going
to	have	to	answer	a	group	of	questions.	With	the	answers	to	these	questions	in	hand,	you	will	have	everything	you	need	to	choose	the	proper	strapping	material	for	your	business.	Are	you	packaging	stacks	of	periodicals	such	as	newspapers,	magazines,	or	trade	publications?	-	If	you	said	yes,	polypropylene	is	the	best	choice	for	you.Are	you	palletizing
masonry	products	such	as	bricks,	concrete	blocks,	or	tiles?	-	If	your	answer	is	yes,	polyester	strapping	is	your	best	choice.Are	you	packaging	heavy	industrial	items	such	as	iron	beams	or	construction	equipment?	-	If	so,	steel	strapping	is	the	way	to	go.Are	you	packaging	flooring	such	as	hardwoods	and	laminates?	-	If	that	is	the	case,	polypropylene	is
the	strapping	material	for	you.Are	you	packaging	pallets	of	bottled	or	canned	beverages?	-	If	you	are,	polyester	strapping	is	the	best	option	for	your	needs.Are	you	shipping	your	products	via	railroad	without	a	container?	-	If	you	said	yes,	you	will	be	required	by	the	government	to	use	steel	strapping.Are	you	palletizing	appliances	like	stoves	or	office
equipment	such	as	copiers?	-	If	that	is	what	you	are	doing,	polypropylene	is	the	material	of	choice.Do	none	of	your	products	fall	into	the	categories	above?	Would	you	like	assistance	in	finding	the	correct	strapping	for	your	needs?	-	If	you	said	yes,	consider	speaking	with	one	of	our	packaging	specialists.	They	will	help	you	find	the	right	strapping	for
your	products.	How	Much	Does	Strapping	Material	Cost?	With	the	information	above,	you	should	have	absolutely	all	the	informationthat	is	required	to	choose	the	appropriate	strapping	for	your	packaging	project.	But,	if	I	had	to	guess,	you	are	probably	wondering,	how	much	does	strapping	material	cost?	Would	you	like	to	get	pricing	for	the	type	of
strapping	material	that	you	have	chosen?	If	you	would,	you	will	want	to	think	about	reading	this	follow-up	article,	How	To	Calculate	The	Cost	And	Volume	Of	Your	Strapping	Materials.	This	article	will	give	you	everything	you	need	to	get	an	exact	cost	for	the	amount	of	strapping	required	to	package	the	volume	of	products	you	are	looking	to	contain.
When	it	comes	to	strapping	your	products,	whether	to	bundle	multiple	items	or	boxes	together,	or	strapping	crates	down,	or	securing	pallet	loads,	knowing	your	ideal	break	strength	(also	referred	to	as	tensile	strength)	is	very	important!Your	break	strength	determines	how	much	pressure	a	strap	can	handle	before	it,	well,	breaks!Why	Is	My	Break
Strength	Important?If	your	strapping	breaks,	you	will	more	than	likely	be	looking	at	safety	issues	and	product	damages.	Knowing	the	perfect	strength	you	need	is	simple	math,	but	we	have	made	it	easier	with	this	calculator.In	addition,	knowing	your	ideal	strength	will	allow	you	to	minimize	your	costs,	so	you	aren't	purchasing	a	strength	that	is	more
than	necessary	for	your	needs.	Or,	in	the	opposite	case,	purchasing	strapping	material	that	can't	handle	your	product	in	transit!	What	Do	I	Do	Next?Please	enter	the	total	product	weight	being	strapped,	whether	it	is	the	weight	of	an	entire	pallet,	bundled,	or	crated	items.Once	this	is	defined,	enter	in	how	many	straps	you	will	use	to	secure	your
product.	Simple	as	that!	You	will	instantly	be	provided	with	your	ideal	break	strength	for	your	needs.You'll	be	given	the	option	to	re-use	the	calculator	and	have	your	results	emailed	to	you	to	reference	when	speaking	with	a	Packaging	Solutions	Specialist	for	your	next	order.	So,	hop	on	into	the	calculator	below!	After	comparing	the	different	types	of
strapping	material,	you	have	decided	that	you	do	not	want	to	invest	in	automatic	strapping	machinery.	You	have	further	agreed	that	manual	strapping	is	the	best	choice	for	your	strapping	needs.	You	have	your	tensioner	tool	in	hand,	and	you	are	ready	to	get	strapping!	The	only	problem	is,	you	are	having	trouble	finding	concrete	pricing	for	manual
strapping	material.	You	have	found	that	pricing	information	for	your	chosen	strapping	material	on	other	websites	is	shoddy	and	confusing	at	best.	You	are	frustrated	because	you	are	excited	and	ready	to	start	strapping	your	products	and	getting	them	to	market	as	quickly	as	possible.	But,	you	can't	seem	to	get	a	straight	answer	from	any	other	vendors
you	have	reached	out	to	for	your	specific	manual	strapping	costs.	And,	many	of	these	vendors	are	trying	to	push	you	in	front	of	salespeople	that	you	do	not	want	to	talk	with!	The	nerve!	Am	I	right?	Don't	worry;	we	will	not	give	you	vague	pricing	or	attempt	to	force	you	in	front	of	one	of	our	lovely	sales	team	members.	No,	we	are	going	to	provide	you
with	precisely	what	you	are	looking	for	and	nothing	else.	With	over	65	years	in	the	packaging	industry,	we	know	how	some	companies	will	force	you	to	jump	through	hoops	to	get	straight	pricing	information	without	any	nonsense.	And,	we	know	how	annoying	that	is!	This	article	is	going	to	provide	you	with	the	price	for	manual	strapping	material.
After	reading	this	article,	you	will	have	everything	you	need	to	continue	with	your	manual	strapping	purchase.	How	Much	Does	Manual	Strapping	Material	Cost?	Manual	strapping	costs	$14.40-$72	per	roll.	However,	the	cost	per	roll	is	not	the	only	element	that	affects	the	total	cost	of	your	manual	strapping	materials	purchase	price.	Other	items	can
increase	or	decrease	your	total	cost	for	your	specific	strapping	materials	order.	What	Elements	Affect	The	Cost	Of	Manual	Strapping	Materials?1.	Roll	Length	The	length	of	the	roll	of	manual	strapping	material	that	you	choose	will	affect	the	total	cost	of	your	strapping	materials	order.	The	longer	the	roll,	the	more	expensive	your	total	cost	will
be.Manual	strapping	roll	lengths	average	between	7,200'-9,000'.	It	should	be	noted;	theprice	is	based	per	1,000'.	Looking	for	information	on	protective	packaging?	2.	Strapping	Material	Width	The	width	of	your	strapping	material	will	also	affect	the	total	purchase	price	of	your	order.	Simply	put,	the	wider	the	width	of	manual	strapping	material	that
you	choose,	the	more	expensive	your	total	cost	will	be.	3.	Printing	And	Graphics	With	manual	strapping,	you	can	buy	it	asprinted	strapping	material.	By	getting	your	manual	strapping	material	printed,	you	can	add	colors	and	typography	to	your	strapping.	This	allows	you	to	add	unique	branding,	warnings,	and	product	information	on	your	strapping.
This	gives	your	customers	the	ability	to	receive	additional	information	about	your	brand	and	products	before	they	even	open	the	strapped	containers.	You	should	be	aware	that	adding	additional	colors,	graphics,	typography,	and	branding	will	increase	the	cost	of	your	strapping	material.	3.	Breakpoint	In	Pounds	The	breakpoint	is	the	number	of	pounds
of	product	strapped,	at	which	point	the	strapping	will	break.	Generally	speaking,	the	higher	the	strapping's	breakpoint,	the	more	expensive	the	strapping	will	be.Are	There	Any	Other	Items	That	Can	Affect	The	Price	Of	Manual	Strapping	Material?	Additional	elements	that	can	affect	the	cost	of	your	strapping	material	include	the	chosen	type	of
strapping	material	as	well	as	the	color	and	coil	size	of	the	strapping	you	choose.	In	this	respect,	every	strapping	order	is	entirely	case-sensitive	and	dependent	upon	your	specific	metrics	for	each	item	listed	in	this	article.	How	Can	You	Calculate	The	Cost	And	Volume	Of	Your	Strapping	Materials?	Now	you	know	all	of	the	elements	that	will	affect	the
total	price	of	your	required	manual	strapping	materials.	But,	you	are	probably	wondering,	how	can	you	calculate	the	cost	and	volume	for	your	specific	strapping	materials	order?	Would	you	like	to	learn	how	to	make	these	calculations?	If	you	answered	yes,	you	will	probably	want	to	read	this	follow-up	article,	How	To	Calculate	The	Cost	And	Volume	Of
Your	Strapping	Materials.	With	the	information	in	this	article,	you	will	have	everything	you	need	to	calculate	your	exact	cost	for	your	manual	strapping	materials	order.	Are	you	looking	for	pricing	information	on	a	strapping	machine?	Not	sure	where	to	start	or	which	brand	to	buy?	Maybe	you	have	been	tasked	to	purchase	one	of	these	machines	but
don't	know	a	lot	about	them	other	than	your	responsibility	to	source	one	for	your	company.	We	have	sold	quite	a	few	Strappers	over	the	years	here	at	Industrial	Packaging.	We	pride	ourselves	on	helping	people	understand	the	cost	of	packaging	machinery	and	finding	the	right	machine	for	their	needs.	Generally	speaking,	strapping	machinery	costs
can	range	from	as	low	as	$500	for	handheld	equipment	to	well	over	$24,000	for	fully-automated	machines.	Exact	pricing	depends	on	the	manufacturer	and	the	type	of	machinery,	and	this	range	can	differ	from	brand	to	brand.	This	article	will	provide	information	about	the	cost	of	strappers	and	what	factors	impact	their	cost.	We	will	help	you	better
understand	what	you'll	pay	for	the	type	of	machine	that	is	right	for	you.	Why	Would	I	Need	A	Strapper	Or	Strapping	Tools?	Strapping	machinery	and	toolsare	designed	to	secure	boxes	and	pallets	for	shipment.	In	many	cases,	strapping	is	used	in	tandem	with	stretch	wrap	for	pallets	to	secure	products	during	transit.	There	are	several	types	of
strappers	that	range	from	fully	manual,	handheld	tools	to	completely	automated,	labor-free	strapping	equipment.	In	between	these	two	extremes,	there	are	various	different	makes	and	models	of	strappers.	Each	one	is	designed	for	specific	uses	based	on	industry	or	volume.	They	range	in	price	based	on	their	speed,	daily	volume	of	packages	strapped,
quality	of	internal	components	and	parts,	and	various	other	contributing	factors.	What	Affects	The	Cost	Of	A	Strapper?	There	are	a	few	significant	factors	that	can	impact	the	cost	of	a	strapping	machine	or	tool.	Different	brands	that	may	offer	almost	identical	products	will	have	varying	prices.	Brand	aside,	the	following	are	key	factors	to	consider
when	selecting	a	strapper:	Volume	Of	Boxes	Being	StrappedThink	about	how	often	you	will	be	strapping	your	products.	Do	you	have	volumes	that	justify	a	machine,	or	are	your	volumes	low	enough	to	strap	manually	or	with	automated	hand	tools?	If	you	are	strapping	under	50	pallets	or	boxes	per	day,	a	manual	or	automated	handheld	strapper	would
be	sufficient.	Consider	how	many	straps	you	will	be	using	per	unit	as	well.	Keeping	your	employees	safe	from	injury	with	repetitive	tasks	is	an	essential	to	consider	when	selecting	a	strapping	tool.	In	this	same	respect,	you	can	consider	automation	as	a	labor	savings.	An	automated	strapper	can	reduce	the	number	of	workers	required	to	secure
products	with	strapping,	which	can	help	to	justify	higher-priced	machines.	SpaceThe	amount	of	space	you	have	available	will	impact	your	ability	to	purchase	fully	automated	machinery.	Machinery	can	range	from	small	tabletop	models	to	massive,	vehicle-sized	machines.	The	size	of	many	machines	can	be	customized,	which	will	also	impact	the	initial
cost.	Additional	options	and	customization	to	your	machinery	will	increase	the	cost	of	the	equipment.	Strapping	MaterialThe	cost	of	running	your	strapper	will	also	be	affected	by	the	type	ofstrapping	materialthat	you	choose	to	run	on	your	machinery.	Each	type	of	material	is	designed	for	different	purposes.	These	materials	can	range	in	cost	based	on
elements	like	length,	gauge,	and	material	type,	be	it	polypropylene,	polyester,	or	in	rarer	cases,	steel.	The	longer	the	roll,	and	the	thicker	the	gauge,	the	more	expensive	the	strapping	is.	Steel	strapping	is	more	expensive	than	plastic	and	other	materials.	Industry/Product	TypeSpecific	industries	may	require	specialized	strappers	to	aid	in	the	longevity
and	maintenance	of	the	machine.	Fish	and	meat	markets,	frozen	food,	or	medical	industries	will	often	require	fully	stainless	steel	machines	for	cleanliness	and	to	aid	in	rust	and	corrosion.	These	types	of	alterations	will	impact	the	cost	of	the	machine	you	are	most	interested	in.	The	more	components	that	are	made	out	of	stronger	materials	like	metal,
the	more	expensive	the	machine	will	be.Categories	Of	Strappers	When	it	comes	down	to	it,	we	can	bucket	the	strapper	types	and	cost	into	five	categories.	These	are	handheld	strapping	machines,	semiautomatic,	automatic,	fully-automated	strappers,	and	specialized	strapping	equipment.	Specialized	strappers	are	used	on	lines	explicitly	designed	for
corrugated	boxes,	palletizing,	and	containing	rolls	of	insulation.	On	average,	these	types	will	have	starting	prices	over	$50,000	and	are	best	discussed	with	a	specialist	to	determine	needs	for	proper	quoting.	Let's	go	over	what	each	of	the	four	basic	levels	of	strapping	machines	can	do	and	what	impacts	their	costs.	Need	Help	Choosing	The	Right
Packaging	Machinery?	How	Much	Does	A	Strapping	Machinery	Cost?	Handheld	Strapper	-	Base	Pricing	Starts	At	$300A	regular	handheld	strapper	tool	starts	at	a	price	of	around	$300.Generally	used	for	securing	pallets	with	plastic	or	polypropylene	strapping	(not	compatible	with	polyester	strapping).A	worker	will	manually	wrap	the	strap	around	the
pallet	and	put	both	ends	of	the	strap	into	the	tool.	They	will	then	add	the	seal	and	manually	pull	to	tension,	then	use	the	tool	to	tighten.It	is	entirely	up	to	the	operator	on	how	tight	they	make	the	strap.On	average,	a	handheld	can	handle	up	to20	pallets	per	day.These	are	commonly	used	for	cardboard	baling	for	recycling	purposes.Stores	like	Home
Depot	use	handheld	strappers	for	this	purpose.You	can	expect	to	complete	one	strap	in	four	minutes	with	a	handheld	strapper.An	electric	handheld	strapper	averages	around	$2,500Electric	handheld	strappers	can	handle	around75-100	pallets	per	day.These	types	of	handhelds	make	strapping	easier	and	require	less	manual	labor.Every	strap
maintains	the	same	tension	and	sealing	as	they	are	pre-programmed	for	the	job.Electric	handhelds	are	not	a	good	fit	for	delicate	items.	For	example,	a	stack	of	light	cartons	with	circuit	boards	in	them	on	a	pallet	can	be	easily	damaged	if	strapping	is	too	tight.Electric	handheld	strappers	are	designed	to	put	on	a	beefy	strap	and	are	made	to	secure
items	tightly.Semi	Automatic	Strapper	-	Base	Pricing	Starts	At	$2,500Often,	businesses	that	buy	base-model	semiautomatic	machines	want	a	disposable	machine.	They	are	portable	and	fast,	with	the	ability	to	handle	up	to	11	straps	per	minute.Boxes	are	a	primary	use	for	this	type	of	machine.If	you	are	strapping	a	minimum	of	50	boxes	per	day,	this
type	of	machine	is	easily	justifiable.The	average	life	expectancy	on	a	base	semi	automatic	strapper	is	around	two	years.These	are	inexpensive	machines,	and	performing	maintenance	on	them	would	cost	more	than	the	machine	itself.The	only	thing	a	semi	automatic	strapper	doesn't	do	is	feed	the	strap	around	the	box.The	strapper	feeds	strapping	out,
and	then	an	operator	will	manually	put	it	around	the	box.	The	machine	then	tensions	and	secures	the	box	for	you.These	are	durable	machines	but	are	only	resistant	to	water,	not	waterproof.The	top	is	stainless	steel,	which	helps	in	reducing	degradation.Great	for	meatpacking	plants	due	to	water	and	ice.Great	for	direct	mail	applications.This	is	a	table
height	machine	that	looks	similar	to	a	desk	and	is	generally	around	30"	long	by	24"	wide.Semi	automatic	machines	are	customizable,	which	will	impact	the	cost	of	the	machine.	Some	options	that	often	come	into	play:They	can	be	set	on	their	side	for	a	side-seal.	This	is	great	for	wet	applications,	like	fish	markets.Prices	on	side-seal	semi	automatic
strappers	can	range	up	to	and	over	$7,000.Adding	a	Arch	will	impact	cost	upwards	of	$20,000	or	more.A	arch	fits	the	strapping	around	the	top	of	the	package	and	can	take	the	strap	up	and	above	a	large	carton,	so	you	simply	reach	down	to	pull	it	around	the	package.This	type	of	arch	comes	out	towards	the	packer	for	ease	of	use.If	boxes	are	55"	tall
or	taller,	you	can't	use	a	semiautomatic	without	an	arch.Automatic	Strapper	-	Base	Pricing	Starts	at	$6,500An	automatic	strapper	is	one	of	the	most	versatile	machines	of	all	discussed	in	this	article.	An	automatic	strapper	has	a	full	arch	that	goes	all	the	way	around	the	product.	An	operator	places	the	package	into	the	strapper,	and	the	rest	is
automatic.Only	one	operator	is	required.The	package	goes	under	the	arch,	and	the	operator	pushes	a	button	or	steps	on	a	foot	pedal.	This	will	throw	a	strap	around	the	box.	From	there,	the	machine	tightens,	seals,	and	re-feeds	the	strap	automatically.If	you	are	packaging	over	100	products	per	day,	an	automatic	strapper	is	easily	justifiable.Automatic
strappers	can	handle	up	to50	straps	per	minute.These	machines	can	handle	can	vary	from	standard	duty	to	heavy-duty.Examples	of	use	cases	can	be	seen	in	anything	from	mail	trays,	bundles	of	magazines,	to	tall	and	skinny	packages	that	you	can	handle	carrying	safely.A	heavy-duty	case	would	be	seen	in	awning	manufacturers.	Their	products	are
about	15	to	25	feet	long	and	18"x18"	wide.	A	single	package	can	weigh	300	lbs.The	awning	manufacturer	boxes	and	builds	their	product	on	the	strapper.	As	the	box	goes	through	the	machine,	strapping	goes	around	it	consistently	every	18",	with	corner	boards	for	reinforcement.	A	heavy	product	like	this	needs	high	tension,	and	will	often	have	8-10
straps	on	one	box.All	automatic	machines	are	height	adjustable.Automatic	strappers	are	well	worth	maintaining.	These	are	machines	you	want	to	keep	for	ten	or	more	years.	They	are	made	solidly	to	live	and	possibly	outlive	this	time-frame	with	proper	regular	maintenance.There	are	push-button	automatic	strapper	models	that	can	be	turned
sideways.In	this	case,	you	push	your	box	against	the	machine's	side,	and	it	will	automatically	strap	for	you.A	best	use	case	for	a	side-seal	automatic	strapper	would	be	for	frozen	foods,	meat	packers,	or	fish	markets	as	any	ice	or	debris	falls	on	the	floor	rather	than	the	machine.	This	will	reduce	wear	and	tear	and	significantly	reduce	unexpected
downtime	due	to	a	need	for	repair.A	side-seal	automatic	strapper	can	bring	costs	over	$10,000	at	the	least	expensive	end.If	you	are	looking	at	justifying	the	cost	of	an	automatic	strapper,	you	will	mainly	be	looking	to	save	costs	on	labor	due	to	volume.	Automatic	strappers	will	do	the	work	of	manual	labor	faster,	more	consistently,	and	better.	With	only
one	operator	required,	you	can	justify	the	cost	of	this	machine	with	throughput	and	reduced	labor	force.Fully-Automated	Strapper	-	Base	Pricing	Starts	at	$16,000	Now	we	are	heading	into	the	big	leagues	of	strapping	machinery.	A	significant	factor	impacting	the	costs	of	a	fully-automated	strappers	is	the	multitude	of	customizable	options	available.
They	can	also	range	in	price	upwards	of	$50,000+.	These	are	brilliant	machines	and	require	no	labor	force	to	operate.	It	could	be	dangerous	to	have	operators	working	on	these	machines	while	in	operation.	A	basic	fully-automated	strapper	has	conveyor	belts	on	top.	It	automatically	starts	and	stops	at	proportionate	distances	and	fully	straps	products
with	no	manual	labor.To	justify	a	fully-automated	strapper,	you	need	high	volumes.	An	example	case	would	be	strapping1,000	bundles	of	print	per	shift.A	low-end	fully-automated	strapper	can	handle	upwards	of35,000	packages	per	week	with	two	straps	per	item.Similar	to	the	semiautomatic	strappers,	you	can	add	multiple	straps	on	very	long
packages.An	excellent	example	of	use	like	this	would	be	for	flooring	manufacturers.	In	one	case,	a	fully-automated	strapper	moves	the	long	box	automatically	into	two	strappers	simultaneously.	Both	strappers	fire	simultaneously,	strapping	five	times.	The	machines	then	push	the	finished	product	out	of	the	machine	automatically.A	fully-automated
strapper	can	do	any	type	of	strapping	operation	as	long	as	the	products	being	strapped	are	always	the	same	for	each	run.	The	products	must	be	delivered	to	strapper	the	same	way	every	time.	This	often	means	feeding	the	products	via	a	conveyor.For	consistency	and	safety,	you	have	to	be	feeding	the	machine	with	a	conveyor.There	are	optional
accessories	available	that	will	impact	the	cost	of	specialized	applications	that	include:Side	compression:	This	automatically	will	squeeze	products	on	its	sides.	An	example	use	for	this	would	be	stacks	of	magazines.	The	compression	will	straighten	the	stack	up	before	strapping.Top	compression:	This	compression	automatically	squeezes	the	products
from	the	top.	An	example	use	for	this	would	be	for	soft	products,	like	clothing,	for	example,	to	squeeze	the	air	out	of	the	packaged	items	before	strapping.	This	can	aid	in	less	packaging	and	allow	more	products	to	fit	into	boxes	for	shipment.Programming	changes	can	impact	the	cost.An	example	here	would	be	adding	a	delay	for	adding	a	strap,
keeping	the	package	in	place	while	another	arrives	to	strap	with	it.	strapAutomatic	backup	system:	When	one	strapping	line	goes	on,	another	one	automatically	turns	on.Fully-Automated	machines	can	also	be	customized	as	a	side-seal.Due	to	all	the	factors	that	come	into	play	with	customized	fully-automated	machinery,	each	machine	and	production
must	be	surveyed	and	quoted	with	authorized	representatives	to	best	suit	your	application.	How	To	Choose	A	Strapper	These	options	only	represent	four	levels	of	machinery	in	the	pricing	range	mentioned	earlier.	But	they	should	give	you	an	excellent	idea	about	the	functionality	of	the	machines	at	different	price	points.	We	encourage	you	toreach	out
to	a	Packaging	Solutions	Specialistto	determine	your	best	strapping	solution.	They	can	help	identify	the	ideal	machine	for	your	application,	commitment-free.	Whether	you	choose	to	speak	to	another	vendor	or	us,	it	is	essential	to	understand	that	having	a	packaging	professional	on	your	side	is	extremely	important	to	choose	the	right	strapper.	This	is
especially	true	when	there	are	many	makes	and	models	available,	with	sometimes	minor	differences	between	price	points.	Regardless	of	who	you	choose	as	a	vendor,	you	want	to	choose	a	packaging	company	with	access	to	multiple	brands	of	strappers	for	the	best	model	selection	that	suits	your	needs.	/*	Hide	the	thumbnail	once	the	details	element	is
opened	*/	.ip-oneclick[open]	>	summary	{	display:	none;	}	/*	Optional:	remove	the	default	disclosure	arrow	*/	.ip-oneclick	summary::-webkit-details-marker	{	display:	none;	}	.ip-oneclick	summary::marker	{	content:	'';	}	data-widget-type=widget_container	data-x=0	data-w=12>Perhaps	you	are	an	established	company	looking	for	the	appropriate
packaging	materials	for	your	products.	Then	again,	maybe	you	are	new	to	product	packaging	altogether	and	are	searching	for	the	proper	materials	for	your	packaging	line.	After	reviewing	your	options,	you	have	concluded	that	you	would	like	to	use	strapping	material,	also	known	as	banding.	But,	you	are	not	sure	how	much	strapping	you	need	for
your	current	packaging	requirements.	You	could	buy	a	batch	in	bulk,	but	you	do	not	want	to	order	too	much.	You	are	trying	to	determine	the	exact	amount	of	strapping	required	for	your	current	packaging	projects	and	how	much	it	will	cost	you.	However,	you	do	not	know	how	to	calculate	your	required	volume	of	strapping	materials.	Don't	feel	bad.
This	is	a	common	problem	for	many	companies.	During	Industrial	Packaging's	multi-decade	tenure	in	the	packaging	industry,	we	have	learned	everything	about	strapping	material.	And,	we	know	how	to	calculate	the	amount	of	strapping	needed	for	any	size	packaging	project.	This	article	will	explain	how	to	determine	how	much	strapping	you	need	for
your	product	packaging.	With	the	information	here,	you	will	know	how	to	buy	the	right	amount	of	strapping	material	for	your	packaging	requirements.	You	will	also	be	able	to	calculate	the	cost	for	your	required	volume	of	strapping.	How	To	Calculate	Your	Required	Volume	Of	Strapping	Material	When	calculating	how	much	strapping	material	you
need	for	your	packaging,	there	are	several	things	you	need	to	figure	out.	These	items	include	the	type	of	strapping	required	for	your	products,	the	width	of	your	chosen	strapping,	and	the	length	of	strapping	required	to	complete	the	job.	Identify	Your	Required	Strapping	Material	First,	you	need	to	figure	out	which	type	of	strapping	is	the	correct
material	for	your	packaging	needs.	Generally	speaking,	there	are	three	main	types	of	strapping	material.	These	include	polypropylene	strapping,	polyester	strapping,	and	steel	strapping.	Unless	you	are	packaging	ultra	heavy	products	such	as	industrial	equipment	and	construction	materials,	you	will	use	polypropylene	strapping	or	polyester	strapping.
Most	strapping	machines	will	use	polypropylene.	However,	polyester	is	more	robust	and	usually	applied	by	hand	with	a	hand	strapper	(also	known	as	a	tensioner).	It	should	be	noted	that	printed	strapping	is	also	available.	Printed	strapping	can	be	branded	with	product	information,	warnings,	and	additional	content.	In	this	respect,	printed	strapping
may	act	as	a	form	of	protective	packaging.	Need	help	finding	the	right	protective	packaging?Measure	Your	Required	Strapping	Length	Next,	you	need	to	figure	out	how	you	want	to	strap	your	package.	In	most	cases,	it	is	recommended	to	use	a	3/8"	strap.	This	gives	you	a	good	bang	for	your	buck	at	12,900'	per	coil	and	will	work	on	most	applications.
Using	your	box/bundle	measurements,	figure	out	which	way	you	want	to	strap	the	box	and	add	up	those	figures	to	determine	the	length	of	each	strap.	Divide	Your	Total	Coil	Length	By	The	Required	Strapping	Per	Box	Length	Let's	say	you	are	using	2	straps	for	the	length	of	your	box	and	2	straps	for	the	width	of	your	box.	Your	box	is	5"	high	and	9"
across.	That	would	be	28"	total;	leave	a	little	play	to	make	it	30"	per	box.	Take	your	12,900'	/	30"	=	430	boxes.	Now	you	have	the	ability	to	calculate	the	volume	of	strapping	that	will	be	required	to	strap	the	number	of	boxes	you	need	to	strap.	How	To	Calculate	The	Cost	Of	Your	Strapping	Material	Finally,	use	the	information	above	to	calculate	the
cost	for	the	amount	of	strapping	required	to	complete	your	packaging	project.	For	example,	let's	say	that	you	need	to	package	8,600	of	the	boxes	mentioned	in	the	section	above.	With	12,900'	of	3/8"	strapping	being	required	to	package	430	of	your	boxes,	you	will	need	20	coils	of	strapping.	One	12,900'	foot	roll	of	3/8"	strapping	=	430	boxes
strapped.8,600	/	430	=	20	coils	of	strapping.	Let's	say	the	vendor	you	have	chosen	charges	$72	per	coilof	strapping.	20	coils	of	strapping	x	$72	=	$1,440.	Now	you	know	how	much	strapping	you	need	and	what	the	cost	of	your	required	volume	of	strapping	materials	will	be.	Which	Type	Of	Strapping	Is	Right	For	Your	Business?	With	the	information	in
this	article,	you	now	have	everything	you	need	to	calculate	your	required	strapping	volume	and	how	much	it	will	cost	you.	But,	which	type	of	strapping	material	is	right	for	your	products?	Suppose	you	would	like	to	understand	which	type	of	strapping	material	best	suits	your	packaging	needs.	In	that	case,	you	will	want	to	consider	reading	this
companion	article,	The	Top	3	Types	Of	Strapping	Material	And	Their	Uses.	With	the	information	in	the	article	above,	you	will	have	everything	you	need	to	make	a	strapping	materials	purchase.	Are	you	trying	to	decide	between	strapping	material	and	stretch	film?	If	so,	you	have	a	lot	to	consider.	On	the	one	hand,	Stretch	film	is	a	fantastic	flexible
packaging	film	that	is	perfect	for	securing,	containing,	and	palletizing	your	products.	Stretch	film	is	recyclable	and	comes	in	various	sustainable	formulations,	such	as	PIR	recycled	stretch	film	and	bio-based	stretch	film.	On	the	other	hand,	strapping	material	is	another	hugely	popular	packaging	material	that	can	be	used	to	secure	and	contain	pallets
of	products.	Strapping	is	perfect	for	the	packaging	of	newspapers	and	magazines	as	well	as	heavier	items	such	as	cinder	blocks	and	industrial	equipment.	And	it	is	recyclable.	But,	which	of	these	two	packaging	materials	are	best	suited	for	securing	your	products	for	transportation	and	storage?	In	this	article,	we	will	compare	strapping	material	to
stretch	film	and	help	you	choose	the	packaging	material	best	suited	for	your	product	palletizing	needs.	What	Is	Strapping	Material?	Strapping	material	is	a	long	piece	of	flat	packaging	substrate	that	comes	wound	onto	a	core.	These	look	similar	to	the	rolls	of	fishing	line	you	may	find	at	your	local	Walmart.	However,	rolls	of	strapping	are	much	larger
than	rolls	of	fishing	line.	Strapping	is	generally	made	from	three	different	types	of	materials.	These	include	polypropylene,	polyester,	and	steel.	Strapping	material	is	used	to	unitize,	palletize	and	contain	various	types	of	products	of	different	shapes,	sizes,	and	weights	for	shipping	and	transportation.	Strapping	may	also	be	used	for	bundling	consumer
products	such	as	clothing	and	magazines.	Strapping	is	applied	to	the	products	being	packaged	with	anautomated	strapping	machine	or	a	handheld	strapping	tool(also	known	as	a	tensioner).	What	Is	Stretch	Film?	Stretch	film	(alternatively	known	as	stretch	wrap)	is	a	highly	stretchy	plastic	film	that	is	most	commonly	made	from	polyethylene.	The
elastic	nature	of	this	flexible	packaging	film	ensures	that	the	products	contained	within	are	bound	tight.	Stretch	film	is	commonly	used	with	automatedstretch	wrapping	machinery	or	a	handheld	tool	known	as	a	stretch	wrap	dispenserto	ensure	the	proper	load	containment	of	the	palleted	products.	With	one	of	the	aforementioned	tools,	stretch	film	is
wrapped	around	stacks	of	palletized	products	to	keep	them	steady	and	contained	during	shipping	and	transportation.	Stretch	film	may	also	be	used	for	bundling	products	such	asfirewood.	Trying	to	figure	out	if	stretch	film	is	right	for	you?	Which	Is	Right	For	You?	Strapping	Or	Stretch	Film?	Now	that	you	know	the	differences	between	Strapping	and
Stretch	Film,	you	are	probably	wondering	which	material	is	best	for	your	packaging	requirements?	To	decide	which	of	these	two	materials	is	the	correct	packaging	supply	to	palletize	items	you	wish	to	contain,	you	will	have	to	answer	a	few	questions.	With	the	answers	to	these	questions,	you	should	have	everything	you	need	to	decide	which	material
is	a	better	fit	for	you.	Are	you	packaging	ultra-heavy	items	such	as	steel	beams	or	construction	equipment?	-	If	you	answered	yes,	steel	strapping	material	is	your	best	choice.Are	you	packaging	items	that	require	warehouse	color	coding,	international	transportation,	or	dating	inventory?	-	If	you	are,	color	stretch	films	are	your	best	choice	as	they	were
created	specifically	for	these	applications.Are	you	unitizing	pallets	of	boxes	of	bottled	or	canned	beverages?	-	If	so,	polyester	strapping	would	be	your	best	bet.Are	you	unitizing	products	that	need	to	be	resistant	to	ultraviolet	light?	-	If	your	answer	was	yes,	then	UVI	stretch	film	is	the	proper	packaging	material	choice	for	you.Are	you	packaging
newspapers,	magazines,	or	trade	publications?	-	If	you	said	yes,	polypropylene	strapping	is	an	excellent	choice.Do	you	require	anti-rust	capabilities	for	your	packaging	material?	-	If	yes,	then	Vapor	Corrosion	Inhibitor	Stretch	Film	may	be	right	for	you.Are	you	transporting	heavy	industrial	items	via	railroad	without	a	container?	-	If	so,	you	are	required
by	the	Association	of	American	Railroads	to	use	steel	strapping.Are	you	shipping	appliances?	-	If	you	are,	polypropylene	strapping	is	the	correct	option.	Strapping	Plus	Stretch	Film	For	Ultra-Heavy	Loads	When	you	are	looking	to	contain	ultra-heavy	loads,	obscure	pallets,	and	loads	with	sharp	edges,	it	can	be	difficult	to	properly	and	safely	contain
these	items.	For	many	companies,	the	solution	is	to	use	strapping	material	and	stretch	film	together	on	the	same	load.	By	applying	four	straps	to	the	palleted	products	(two	straps	lengthwise,	two	straps	crosswise)	and	then	wrapping	the	pallet	in	stretch	film,	you	may	be	able	to	contain	loads	that	would	otherwise	be	impossible	to	contain.	By	combining
the	strength	of	strapping	material	and	stretch	film,	you	can	safely	contain	obscure,	super	heavy	loads	with	sharp	edges.	Can	You	Swap	Out	Stretch	Film	And	Strapping	With	One	Material?	As	noted	above,	when	securing	hefty,	obscure,	and	sharp-edged	loads,	many	companies	wrap	their	pallets	with	stretch	film	and	strapping	material.	But,	in	a	day
and	age	where	everyone	is	looking	to	cut	costs	and	save	money	where	possible,	this	can	be	an	expensive	combination	to	use.	Wouldn't	it	be	great	if	you	could	replace	stretch	film	and	strapping	with	one	material?	Well,	we	have	some	excellent	news	for	you!	Thanks	to	new	technological	advancements	in	stretch	film	manufacturing,	there	is	now	a	single
film	that	can	be	used	to	wrap	those	ultra-heavy,	obscure,	and	sharp-edged	loads!	That	film	is	steelflex	titanium	stretch	film	by	alliance	plastics.	This	film	is	the	strongest	stretch	film	in	the	world.	And,	you	can	only	buy	the	strongest	stretch	film	in	the	world	from	packaging	distributors	like	Industrial	packaging.	Do	You	Want	To	Buy	Strapping	Or
Stretch	Film?	After	reading	this	article,	you	should	have	everything	you	need	to	choose	the	proper	packaging	material	to	secure,	contain	and	palletize	your	products	safely.	But,	you	are	probably	wondering	where	you	can	buy	these	materials	and	how	much	they	cost.	If	that	is	the	case,	please	contact	one	of	our	packaging	experts.	They	will	be	able	to
answer	any	questions	you	may	have	about	strapping	and	stretch	film	and	can	get	you	pricing	for	either	of	these	materials.	Best	Uses	For	Polypropylene	Strapping	Polypropylene	strapping	is	exceptionally	versatile	and	can	be	used	on	various	applications	including:Printed	Materials	(Newspapers,	Magazines)Direct	mailMillwork	(moldings,	banisters,
etc.)Flooring	(hardwoods,	laminates)AppliancesClothingFoods	(Distribution	centers	that	supply	grocery	stores)Meats,	produce,	and	other	fresh	and	frozen	food	packersPharmaceutical	and	Drug	Store	Distribution	CentersHay	balingThe	list	above	should	give	you	the	overall	idea.	Polypropylene	can	be	used	in	almost	any	strapping	application!	In	one	of
our	customer	applications,	a	2,000	pound	cradled	load	is	easily	secured	with	four	straps!	Polyester	Strapping	Polyester	(PET)	strapping	is	generally	smooth	in	texture,	but	can	also	be	embossed.	Most	Polyester	strapping	is	created	from	recycled	materials.	Fun	Fact:	You	will	notice	that	most	PET	strapping	is	green.	This	color	is	due	to	being	created
from	plastic	bottles.	Most	ginger-ale	bottles	and	7-UP	are	green,	and	these	significantly	impact	the	color!Heavy-duty	polyester	strapping	has	a	higher	tensile	strength	than	steel	and	has	decent	thermal	tolerance.	It	also	has	a	lesser	amount	of	tension	decay	over	PP,	which	means	it	holds	the	tension	for	a	longer	period	of	time.	This	is	important	to	keep
in	mind	for	cross-country	hauls	from	one	destination	to	another,	or	multiple	stops	along	the	path	to	the	load's	final	destination.	There	is	also	a	polyester	corded	strapping,	which	is	easily	tied	by	hand	with	a	wire	buckle.	It	is	a	cloth	material	glued	together,	so	there	is	no	stretch	available,	but	it	is	very	flexible.	There	are	new	formulations	available	as
well	such	as	Dynaric/PolyChem's	Ultraband	polyester	strapping	which	can	handle	weighty	loads,	up	to	2000	lbs	of	tensile	strength.	This	strapping	does	have	a	higher	price	point	though.	Best	Uses	For	Polyester	Strapping	Polyester	strapping	is	best	used	for	rigid	loads	and	helps	to	absorb	impact	during	transit.	It's	also	a	better	alternative	when	you
need	higher	initial	tension	to	contain	loads	when	compared	to	PP	strapping.MetalsLumberPallets	of	Bottles	and	CansBricksTilesExcellent	for	stabilizing	and	palletizing	heavy	loads	Want	to	learn	more	about	protective	packaging	options	to	secure	your	products	from	production	to	its	destination?	We	created	the	ultimate	guide	to	protective	packaging
for	you!	Steel	Strapping	Steel	strapping	is	becoming	a	lesser-used	option,	but	has	historically	been	utilized	in	mostly	railroad-shipped	applications.	It	is	required	by	the	government	(Association	of	American	Railroads)	for	railroad	transport	where	the	load	is	not	held	within	a	container.	There	are	a	few	AAR-approved	PP	or	PET	strapping	options
available,	so	if	you	prefer	one	of	these,	inquire	with	us	about	your	options!	Few	places	use	steel	for	packaging	that	cannot	use	PP	or	PET	strapping.	Most	steel	strapping	is	made	of	stainless	steel.	When	bent	at	a	right	angle,	like	wrapping	around	the	edges	of	a	pallet,	for	example,	steel	strapping	loses	half	of	its	strength.Best	Uses	For	Steel	Strapping
Steel	strapping	is	the	oldest	and	most	heavy-duty	of	the	top	3	strapping	material	options.	It	is	best	used	in	heavy-duty	applications.	Steel	does	not	expand	or	contract	with	the	load,	once	it	is	secured,	it	stays!Heavy	manufacturing	and	industrial	equipmentSteel	coilsConstruction	MaterialsBundling	metalsBaling	wireSecure	Closure	of	Metal
ContainersRailroad	ShippingWhat	Factors	Should	I	Consider	When	Choosing	Strapping	Material?	Product	DimensionsThe	most	important	factors	to	consider	when	selecting	your	strapping	material	will	be	the	size,	weight,	and	oddly	enough	awkwardness	of	your	product.	An	example	of	a	product	thats	very	awkward	to	package	would	be	a	refrigerator.
When	shipped,	refrigerators	are	usually	strapped	to	a	pallet	that	is	the	same	width	of	the	base.	With	fridges	being	top-heavy,	you	will	want	to	make	sure	you	have	enough	strength	in	your	strapping	to	maintain	stability	in	transit.Some	businesses	want	to	over-strap	for	added	security.	However,	with	the	right-sized,	proper	material,	you	can	reduce
wasted	material	and	secure	your	loads	properly.	Shipping	Distance	If	your	product	is	shipping	long	distances,	you	will	want	a	more	sturdy	strap	to	resist	the	transport	movement.	Consider	the	width	of	strapping	when	considering	shipment	as	well.	For	a	long	haul	carrying	a	heavy	load,	you	will	not	want	to	use	1/4"	wide	strap.	The	thinner	strap	will	not
have	the	strength	to	manage	the	load,	so	you	will	want	something	with	more	width	and	strength.	The	more	likely	your	products	are	to	shift	during	travel,	the	wider	the	strapping	you	will	want	to	use.	If	your	products	tend	to	settle	during	shipment	(printed	materials,	for	example),	polypropylene	is	an	excellent	option	because	it	can	stretch	and	maintain
integrity.	Polyester	is	less	likely	to	stretch.	Tensile	Strength	Tensile	strength	is	the	amount	of	force	required	to	break	a	strap.	The	break	strength	is	dependent	upon	the	method	of	strapping,	the	number	of	straps	used	per	load,	the	size	of	the	strapping,	and	the	overall	weight	of	the	products	being	strapped.	It's	essential	to	speak	with	your	supplier
about	optimal	strap	sizing	to	eliminate	breaking.	Method	of	Strapping	How	you	strap	your	products	is	very	important	in	selecting	the	ideal	strapping	material.	If	you	are	only	strapping	ten	shoe-box-	sized	products	a	day,	manual	strapping	tools	are	a	perfect	option.	If	you	are	strapping	100	shoe-sized	boxes	per	day,	you	will	want	to	consider	a
semiautomatic	or	automatic	machine.	There	are	TONS	of	options	available	in	machinery	to	find	the	ideal	match	for	your	application.	Automatic	machinery	can	handle	around	three	straps	per	minute	and	up	to	1,000	per	day.Most	heavy-duty	applications	are	strapped	manually	with	strapping	tools	Virgin	vs	Recycled	Strapping	When	considering
machine	strapping,	you	will	be	best-suited	with	virgin	strapping	material.	Virgin	strapping	differs	from	recycled	strapping	in	how	it's	created	and	how	it	can	be	used.	Virgin	strapping	is	produced	purely	from	new	polymers	and	practically	eliminates	camber.	Virgin	strap	also	reduces	the	amount	of	dust	created	by	semi	and	automatic	machines,
reducing	downtime	and	maintenance	costs.	Using	machinery,	a	recycled	strap	will	often	have	irregularities,	or	camber.	Camber	is	the	amount	of	curve	or	irregularity	in	strapping.	When	using	machinery,	it's	essential	to	have	as	little	camber	as	possible	to	reduce	machinery	issues	during	the	strapping	process.	If	you	are	strapping	manually,	the	camber
is	not	as	much	of	a	problem.	Too	much	camber	can	cause	the	strap	to	come	out	of	place,	causing	damage	to	the	machinery	and	create	safety	hazards.Although	recycled	strap	is	around	half	the	cost	of	virgin	strapping	material,	its	important	to	consider	consistency	over	initial	expense.	Machinery	damaged	from	recycled	strapping	will	cost	more	in	the
long	haul	for	repairs	than	sticking	with	the	ideal	virgin	strapping	solution.	Most	white	strapping	is	virgin	material	and	machine-grade.	Black	strapping	is	almost	always	going	to	have	some	re-processed	materials	within	it.	Choosing	The	Right	Strapping	Material	With	all	of	the	information	provided	above,	you	should	be	in	an	excellent	place	to	start	your
strapping	selection!	Our	years	in	business	and	knowledge	will	give	you	a	step	ahead,	so	get	in	touch	with	our	team.	We	can	discuss	your	project	and	determine	the	ultimate	sizing,	pricing,	and	tools	to	set	you	up	to	strapping	with	ease.	Strapping	is	an	excellent	material	for	protecting	your	products	in	transit	and	storage.	If	it	sounds	like	the	right	option
for	you,let's	start	a	conversation!	Are	you	interested	in	learning	more	about	protective	packaging	options?This	guideis	a	great	source	that	covers	many	other	types	of	protective	packaging	that	will	keep	your	products	safe	throughout	their	journey!	After	diligently	scouring	the	internet	for	a	packaging	material	that	is	good	for	packaging	heavy-weight
items,	you	stumbled	across	strapping	material.	Curious	as	to	whether	this	would	be	a	good	fit,	you	took	a	look	at	the	most	popular	types	of	strapping	and	have	narrowed	your	choices	down	to	polyester	strapping	and	steel	strapping.	However,	you	are	not	sure	what	the	differences	between	these	two	types	of	strapping	materials	are.	You	know	that	they
are	both	well	suited	for	heavy	products,	but	you	need	a	clear	understanding	of	which	of	these	two	materials	is	the	best	one	for	your	heavy	products.	You	want	to	move	forward	with	a	purchase	to	complete	your	current	product	packaging	project,	but	you	are	having	trouble	finding	the	information	you	are	looking	for	to	complete	this	process.	Well,	the
good	news	is,	you	have	come	to	the	Industrial	Packaging	blog!	With	over	six	decades	in	the	packaging	industry,	we	know	all	there	is	to	know	about	strapping	materials.	And,	we	can	educate	you	on	the	types	of	strapping	that	you	are	looking	to	compare.	This	article	will	explain	the	differences	between	polyester	strapping	and	steel	strapping.	With	the
information	in	this	article,	you	will	be	able	to	purchase	the	correct	type	of	strapping	for	your	heavy	product	packaging	needs.	What	Is	Polyester	Strapping?	Polyester	(PET)	strapping	is	a	solid	and	tough	form	ofstrapping	material.	In	many	applications,	polyester	strapping	is	utilized	to	replace	steel	strapping	depending	on	the	items	being	packaged.
Polyester	strapping	is	commonly	used	for	packaging	cinder	blocks,	timber,	metal,	pallets	of	unitized	products	(such	as	soda	or	beer),	and	other	heavier	items.	Polyester	strapping	material	is	most	often	used	for	packaging	applications	that	require	high	tension	and	less	elongation.	Polyester	strapping	features	superb	load	containment	for	extended
periods,	especially	when	compared	to	polypropylene	strapping.	Polyester	strapping	features	a	smooth	feel	and	texture,	although,	it	may	be	embossed	if	necessary.	The	environmentally-minded	buyer	will	be	happy	to	know	that	polyester	strapping	is	almost	always	made	from	recycled	materials.	It	may	come	as	a	surprise,	but	polyester	strapping	has	a
higher	tensile	strength	than	steel	strapping.	It	also	holds	the	tension	for	an	extended	period	of	time	when	compared	to	polypropylene	strapping.	This	is	a	crucial	consideration	for	shipments	of	strapped	products	traveling	long	distances	or	those	that	feature	consistent	stops	along	the	journey.	Need	help	choosing	the	right	protective	packaging?What	Is
Steel	Strapping?	Steel	strapping	features	high	tensile	strength	and	is	made	from	multiple	types	of	steel	alloy.	While	steel	strapping	suffers	from	having	less	tensile	strength	than	polyester,	it	boasts	the	highest	break	strength	of	all	strapping	materials.	Essentially,	this	translates	to	the	fact	that	steel	strapping	has	the	best	load	containment	for	the
heaviest	loads	(such	as	industrial	equipment).	Steel	strapping	is	the	superior	choice	when	it	comes	to	containing	products	with	sharp	edges	or	corners.	This	may	include	items	such	as	machinery	parts	or	iron.	Steel	strapping's	rigidity	makes	it	a	popular	choice	for	companies	that	need	to	contain	loads	that	do	not	settle	during	transportation.	Simply
put,	steel	does	not	easily	lose	its	shape.	But,	steel	strapping's	rigidity	can	be	a	double-edged	sword	or	a	catch	22.	Products	such	as	timber	may	settle	or	expand	based	upon	the	humidity	during	shipping.	This	can	result	in	the	load	loosening,	which	may	result	in	damage	to	the	product.	Furthermore,	when	steel	strapping	is	bent	at	a	right	angle,	it	loses
half	of	its	strength.	Steel	strapping's	popularity	is	consistently	decreasing	year	to	year,	but	it	is	used	almost	exclusively	for	railroad-shipped	applications.	This	is	because	its	use	in	these	applications	is	mandated	by	the	government	(specifically	the	Association	of	American	Railroads).	When	shipping	any	load	that	is	not	held	with	a	container,	steel
strapping	must,	by	law,	be	used.	Which	Type	Of	Strapping	Material	Is	Right	For	Your	Products?	Now	that	you	know	the	differences	between	polyester	strapping	and	steel	strapping,	you	are	probably	trying	to	figure	out	which	one	is	right	for	packaging	your	products.	However,	to	make	the	correct	decision,	you	will	have	to	answer	a	few	questions	first.
Once	you	have	answered	these	questions,	you	will	be	able	to	choose	the	right	strapping	material	for	your	product	packaging	needs.	Are	you	packaging	heavy-duty	construction	machinery?	-	If	you	answered	yes,	you	would	want	to	use	steel	strapping	material.Are	you	strapping	lumber?	-	If	you	said	yes,	then	you	will	want	to	choose	polyester
strapping.Are	you	shipping	your	products	via	railroad?	-	If	your	answer	is	yes,	then	you	have	to	use	steel	strapping	by	law.Are	you	shipping	bricks	or	cinder	blocks?	-	If	you	said	yes,	polyester	strapping	material	is	the	correct	choice	for	your	packaging	needs.Are	you	shipping	i-beams,	iron,	or	steel	coils?	-	If	you	answered	yes,	then	you	will	want	to	use
steel	strapping.Are	you	shipping	pallets	of	bottled	or	canned	beverages?-	If	the	answer	to	that	question	is	yes,	you	will	want	to	use	polyester	strapping.Are	you	packaging	baling	wire?	If	you	are,	steel	strapping	is	your	best	choice.Are	you	packaging	tiles?	-	If	the	answer	is	yes,	polyester	strapping	is	the	proper	choice	for	you.Are	you	securing	metal
containers?-	If	you	answered	yes,	steel	strapping	is	your	best	bet.Are	you	palletizing	heavy	loads?	-	If	you	said	yes,	polyester	strapping	is	the	better	choice	for	your	packaging	requirements.	How	To	Calculate	The	Cost	And	Volume	Of	Your	Strapping	Materials	With	the	answers	to	the	questions	above,	you	should	have	everything	you	need	to	choose	and
purchase	the	correct	type	of	strapping	material	for	your	current	packaging	applications.	But,	you	are	probably	wondering	how	to	calculate	the	total	cost	and	required	volume	of	strapping	materials,	correct?	Suppose	you	would	like	to	calculate	your	required	volume	and	total	purchase	price	for	your	order	of	the	strapping	material	that	you	have	chosen.
In	that	case,	you	will	want	to	consider	reading	this	companion	article,How	To	Calculate	The	Cost	And	Volume	Of	Your	Strapping	Materials.	With	the	information	in	this	article,	you	will	be	able	to	calculate	the	total	cost	for	the	required	volume	of	your	chosen	strapping	material.	As	the	days	slowly	creep	towards	October,	the	humid	air	of	summer	begins
to	fall	into	the	shaded	paths	of	memory	that	only	an	Indian	summer	can	remedy.	Mornings	and	nightfall	share	the	brisk	cold	air	that	calls	to	the	trees	as	they	start	to	ignite	with	the	colors	of	fall.	Bright	oranges,	reds,	and	yellows	begin	to	peek	out	from	the	edges	of	hardwoods,	and	you	can	often	catch	the	scent	of	a	campfire	on	the	air	throughout	the
day.	Once	again,	pumpkin	spice	reigns	supreme	on	the	lips	of	many	a	passerby,	and	apples	suddenly	seem	to	be	present	in	more	than	a	few	dessert	offerings.	Indeed,	autumn	has	arrived,	and	if	you	are	like	me,	you	savor	every	sweet	second	of	cold	air,	tree	lines	ablaze	with	fiery	color,	and	the	toasted	notes	of	campfire	smoke	enticing	the	senses	to
reminisce.	Now,	if	you	work	in	the	firewood	industry,	my	guess	is	you	are	equally,	if	not	even	more	excited	than	I	am.	During	this	time	of	year,	many	people	begin	to	purchase	firewood.	Some	do	this	for	the	occasional	campfire	aesthetic,	while	many	place	their	cord-wood	orders	in	preparation	for	a	long	winter.	When	bundling	firewood	for	the	former
application,	there	are	several	ways	to	go	about	this	process.	When	it	comes	to	bundling	firewood,	you	generally	have	three	options.	Stretch	film,	shrink	film	or	strapping.	Each	of	these	are	viable	and	appropriate	ways	to	package	firewood	for	consumers.	Industrial	Packaging	has	been	bundling	products	with	stretch	film,	shrink	film	and	strapping
materials	for	ages.	We	have	learned	a	thing	or	two	about	bundling	firewood	during	our	many	years	in	the	packaging	industry.	This	article	will	explore	these	firewood	packaging	processes	and	materials	and	help	you	decide	which	type	of	material	and	machinery	is	right	for	your	firewood	packaging	business.	Stretch	Film	For	Firewood	Bundling	You
have	probably	seen	stretch	film	wrapped	bundles	of	firewood	at	some	point	in	your	life.	If	you	have	ever	gone	camping	or	have	drummed	up	a	fire	by	the	lakeside,	you	have	likely	had	to	haul	a	few	bundles	of	wood	to	one	type	of	fire	pit	or	another.	Around	this	time	of	year,	gas	stations,	supermarkets,	and	general	stores	alike	can	be	seen	with	large
stacks	of	firewood	bundles	sitting	out	front.	Campers	will	often	grab	a	few	bundles	by	the	plastic	handles	that	have	been	stapled	into	one	of	the	bundles	of	logs,	which	are	most	commonly	wrapped	in	stretch	film.	Stretch	film	is	the	most	common	packaging	material	used	for	bundling	firewood.	With	that	being	said,	you	are	probably	wondering:What	Is
Stretch	Film?	Stretch	film	(which	is	also	known	by	the	name	stretch	wrap)	is	a	super	stretchable	thin/thick	plastic	sheet	type	of	material	commonly	used	to	bundle	products,	consumer	goods,	and	pallets	of	boxes	for	shipping.	Stretch	film	has	what	is	known	as	"elastic	recovery"	which	is	a	fancy	word	for	"stretchy".	Elastic	recovery	gives	the	film	the
ability	to	safely	and	adequately	contain	the	products	that	the	material	is	wrapped	around.	The	higher	the	film's	elastic	recovery,	the	better	the	film	can	bundle	firewood	with	the	proper	load	containment.	Load	containment	differs	from	one	type	of	stretch	film	machinery	and	material	to	the	next.	Depending	on	the	devices	and	the	type	of	stretch	film	you
are	using,	your	load	containment's	maximum	stretch	will	vary.	When	using	stretch	film	to	bundle	firewood,	you	do	not	have	to	have	high	load	containment.	Each	bundle	is	relatively	small	compared	to	wrapping	a	pallet	of	boxed	products	for	instance.	When	bundling	firewood	with	stretch	film,	there	a	couple	of	different	options	for	the	application.	Using
Stretch	Film	To	Bundle	Wood	By	Hand	Many	folks	who	cut	and	sell	firewood	choose	to	bundle	their	firewood	by	hand.	They	often	use	a	small	roll	of	stretch	film,	or	as	is	the	case	in	the	video	below,	saran	wrap.	While	you	can	certainly	do	this	for	smaller	volumes	of	firewood	bundling,	larger	volumes	of	wood	should	be	bundled	with	a	stretch	wrapping
machine.	This	machine	allows	you	to	package	a	much	larger	volume	of	bundles	per	hour	and	provides	superior	load	containment.	When	bundling	firewood	by	hand,	you	will	generally	use	a	roll	to	wrap	the	firewood.	You	can	also	wrap	larger	volumes	of	wood	with	the	same	technique	or	by	using	a	tool	called	a	stretch	wrap	dispenser,	which	will	allow
you	to	complete	the	job	faster	and	with	better	load	containment.	While	these	methods	indeed	work	well	for	the	smaller	volumes	mentioned,	you	can	save	a	lot	of	time	and	money	by	upgrading	to	a	stretch	wrapper	machine	which	is	capable	of	wrapping	far	more	wood	in	much	less	time,	all	the	while	providing	superior	load	containment.Using	A	Stretch
Wrapper	To	Bundle	Firewood	When	bundling	large	quantities	of	firewood,	either	dozens	or	even	hundreds	of	pallets	of	firewood	per	day,	youll	want	to	consider	using	a	stretch	wrapper.	While	there	are	many	different	types	of	stretch	wrappers,	when	it	comes	to	bundling	larger	volumes	of	firewood,	youll	often	use	an	orbital	pallet	wrapper.	What	Is	An
Orbital	Pallet	Wrapper?	Orbital	wrappers	(which	are	also	commonly	known	as	a	"ringer")	are	used	to	wrap	a	pallet	by	sending	the	stretch	wrap	over	and	under	the	load	being	contained	by	the	machine.	Orbital	wrappers	are	usually	used	for	packaging	flattened	or	odd-shaped	items	such	as	firewood,	carpets,	windows,	and	other	weirdly	shaped
products.	Want	To	Know	How	Much	Money	You	Would	Save	With	A	Stretch	Wrapper?	Shrink	Wrapping	For	Firewood	Bundling	Another	option	for	bundling	firewood	is	to	package	the	bundles	in	shrink	wrap.	Shrink	wrapping	is	done	with	packaging	machinery	including	heat	tunnels,	sealers,	and	conveyors.	The	bundles	of	firewood	are	stacked	and
separated	on	a	conveyor	belt.	The	conveyor	moves	the	bundles	through	a	sealer	which	coats	the	bundles	in	a	loose	bag	made	of	plastic.	From	there,	the	bundles	of	wood	go	through	a	heat	tunnel	which	is	a	long	metal	corridor	with	a	heater	inside	of	it	that	blows	hot	air	onto	the	bundles	of	firewood.	When	the	bundles	of	firewood	pass	through	the	heat
tunnel,	the	heat	causes	the	shrink	wrap	to	shrink	uniformly	around	the	bundles.	Once	the	bundles	have	passed	through	the	heat	tunnel,	they	are	stacked	on	pallets,	stretch	wrapped	and	shipped	to	retailers.	Strapping	For	Firewood	Bundling	You	can	also	use	strapping	to	bundle	your	firewood.	Strapping	is	a	type	of	plastic	substrate	that	is	used	to
bundle	items	such	as	firewood.	There	are	manydifferent	types	of	strapping	materialscurrently	available.	The	most	common	type	used	for	bundling	firewood	is	made	of	plastic.	Plastic	strapping	comes	in	rolls	of	long	thin	strips	of	material.	Strapping	is	applied	with	a	tool	called	a	strapping	machine.	You	can	see	how	this	tool	is	used	in	the	video	below.
Sourcing	Stretch	Film,	Shrink	Film,	And	Strapping	When	you	have	decided	on	the	type	of	stretch	film	and	the	related	equipment	required	to	stretch	wrap	your	bundles	of	firewood	properly,	you	will	want	to	consider	a	few	different	options	for	institutions	that	sell	these	types	of	materials	and	machinery.	Packaging	Distributors	This	is	the	type	of
company	that	Industrial	Packaging	is.	Packaging	distributors	are	popular	choices	for	buying	stretch	film,	strapping,	and	related	machinery	because	they	often	sell	multiple	different	materials	and	machinery	products.	Because	of	this,	they	are	not	limited	to	only	one	brand	and	can	help	you	choose	the	best	stretch	film	and	stretch	wrapping	machinery
that	fits	your	unique	needs,	budget,	and	other	related	factors.	Packaging	OEMs	(Manufacturers)	You	can	buy	your	packaging	materials	and	machinery	from	the	companies	that	manufacture	these	items.	People	will	often	buy	directly	from	OEMs.	They	are	often	the	foremost	experts	on	the	materials	and	machinery	they	make.	That	being	said,	they	only
sell	one	brand	of	equipment	and	materials	(their	own).	Some	manufacturers	will	also	not	sell	directly	to	consumers,	so	you	will	have	to	buy	elsewhere.	Retail	Stores	Brick	and	mortar	establishments	such	as	Home	Depot	and	Lowes	are	popular	alternatives	to	the	businesses	mentioned	above.	Shopping	for	your	stretch	film,	shrink	film,	and	strapping	at
places	like	this	will	allow	you	to	inspect	the	product	before	purchasing	and	allows	you	to	speak	to	another	human	being	in	person	about	the	items	in	question.	Businesses	like	this	do	not	generally	sell	professional/industrial	grade	stretch	wrapping	machinery	and	materials.	Online	Retailers	Companies	like	Amazon	or	Alibaba	are	another	type	of
business	from	which	you	can	buy	your	materials	and	machinery.	Like	distributors,	these	types	of	companies	sell	many	different	packaging	materials	and	machinery;	however,	there	are	often	fees	and	additional	costs	accrued	as	both	the	sellers	and	the	company	itself	need	to	profit	on	the	sale	of	the	items	being	purchased.	If	you	want	to	save	a	few
dollars,	you	will	want	to	consider	buying	from	one	of	the	other	options	listed	above.	If,	on	the	other	hand,	you	prefer	the	ease	of	use	and	the	convenience	of	shopping	from	home,	this	type	of	seller	may	be	the	right	choice	for	you.	If	you	are	unsure	which	type	of	stretch	film	and	machinery	is	right	for	your	firewood	bundling	needs,consider	speaking	with
one	of	our	packaging	experts.	They	will	help	you	choose	the	suitable	stretch	film	and	machinery	in	addition	to	selecting	the	best	vendor	for	your	specific	needs,	even	if	we	are	not	the	vendor	you	choose.	

Strapping	machine	service	near	me.	Strapping	machine	repair	service	near	me.	Strapping	band	machine.	Strapping	machine	problems.	Strapping	manual.	Strapping	tool	manual.	Strapping	machine	repair	near
me.	Service	mesin	strapping.
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