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Most	often,	in	poetry	and	literature,	the	symbol	is	used	to	evoke	ideas	and	feelings	that	exceed	their	literal	meanings.	Symbolism	is	the	use	of	symbols	to	signify	ideas	and	qualities	by	giving	them	a	meaning	that	is	greater	than	the	literal	meaning	of	the	objects	or	characters	used	to	represent	them.	The	symbol	often	serves	as	an	underlying	theme,	not
just	a	single	message,	making	it	an	important	tool	that	poets	use	to	communicate	their	themes.	Symbolism	is	heavily	used	in	most	poetry	for	its	ability	to	expand	the	writers	expression	of	ideas.Symbolism	allows	any	subject	or	genre	to	be	expressed	with	a	much	wider	range	of	emotion.	This	is	especially	true	within	the	sentimental	poetry	of	the
romantic	period,	where	symbolism	was	used	as	a	way	of	communicating	a	feeling	that	words	may	never	be	able	to	express	completely.	Symbols	are	a	way	of	connecting	to	readers	by	creating	a	visual	language.	The	use	of	symbols	is	also	a	way	of	conveying	a	sense	of	mystery	and	secrecy	that	readers	can	find	captivating.Symbols	are	used	to	create	an
emotional	impact	beyond	what	is	stated	literally.	In	many	cases,	these	symbols	serve	as	gateways	for	readers	to	interpret	the	poets	message	more	deeply.	They	can	be	used	to	explore	a	particular	idea	more	fully,	or	to	hint	at	a	hidden	meaning	or	message.	Images	of	birds,	for	example,	could	mean	anything	from	freedom	and	hope	to	sadness	and
grief.You	might	likeHow	does	william	blake	present	conflict	in	london?Symbolism	in	poetry	also	gives	readers	the	opportunity	to	draw	their	own	interpretations	from	the	text.	This	encourages	readers	to	think	critically	and	form	their	own	opinions	about	the	message	of	the	poem.	Through	symbols,	poets	can	impart	a	multilayered	meaning	to	their
works,	which	can	cause	readers	to	make	fresh	interpretations	even	after	re-reading.Symbolism	adds	a	unique	level	of	meaning	and	depth	to	any	piece	of	writing,	and	can	be	used	to	augment	and	enhance	the	ideas	of	the	writer.	The	use	of	symbolism	allows	writers	to	create	a	more	vivid	and	meaningful	message,	while	readers	are	able	to	interpret	the
underlying	ideas	that	may	not	be	obvious	in	the	surface	text.	This	adds	an	extra	layer	of	beauty	to	any	form	of	literature,	making	it	a	key	element	that	can	draw	readers	in.	Sometimes,	symbols	are	related	to	nature	and	animals	in	literature.	This	is	because	nature	has	so	many	meanings	that	can	capture	a	wide	range	of	feelings	and	emotions.	In	some
cases,	the	author	may	use	a	specific	animal	as	a	symbol	for	an	aspect	of	the	story.	For	example,	a	hawk	may	symbolize	freedom	and	power,	or	a	deer	may	stand	for	gentleness	and	innocence.Seasonal	symbolism	is	also	used	to	add	more	depth	and	complexity	to	the	text.	Each	season	can	serve	as	a	metaphor	for	a	human	emotion	or	experience.	For
example,	winter	can	signify	death	and	sadness,	and	spring	can	be	an	image	of	rebirth	and	renewal.	By	using	seasonal	symbolism,	poets	can	imbue	their	work	with	a	greater	level	of	insight	and	emotion.You	might	likeWhat	Is	The	Definition	Of	Poetry	In	LiteratureIf	a	poet	chooses	to	use	symbolism	in	nature,	it	is	essential	that	the	symbols	chosen
accurately	represent	the	mood	of	the	poem	and	what	the	poet	wants	to	express.	Often,	the	poet	will	select	an	image	that	is	associated	with	the	culture	in	which	the	poem	was	written,	or	that	has	specific	cultural	connotations.	In	many	cases,	the	symbols	will	be	related	to	spiritual	or	religious	ideas.Using	the	natural	world	as	a	symbol	allows	the	poet	to
tell	their	story	with	more	vividness	and	greater	detail.	Additionally,	it	allows	the	reader	to	draw	real-world	connections	to	the	artists	message.	By	referencing	real	aspects	of	nature,	the	poet	can	create	a	much	more	memorable	experience.	Mythology	is	another	great	source	of	symbolism	in	poetry.	Unlike	nature,	mythology	gives	poets	a	greater	degree
of	flexibility	when	they	are	trying	to	express	their	ideas.	Mythological	figures	and	stories	often	come	with	specific	cultural	connotations	that	can	help	strengthen	the	writers	narrative.	For	example,	if	the	poem	is	about	a	man	struggling	to	find	his	place	in	the	world,	the	writer	could	draw	upon	the	story	of	Hercules	and	his	12	labors	as	a	symbolic
representation	of	the	mans	journey.The	symbolism	of	mythological	figures	and	stories	is	often	open	to	interpretation	by	the	reader.	It	allows	the	artist	to	create	a	complex	set	of	relationships	and	ideas	within	the	poem	without	having	to	explain	them	all	in	the	text.	This	often	adds	a	layer	of	depth	that	can	draw	in	even	the	most	casual	of	readers.You
might	likeWhy	the	dashing	in	emily	dickinson	is	important?When	using	mythological	themes,	its	important	to	find	a	balance	between	the	familiar	and	the	unknown.	Introducing	too	many	mythology-based	symbols	can	confuse	or	alienate	readers.	Instead,	writers	should	pick	symbols	that	they	think	will	best	convey	their	message	while	still	making
sense	to	the	reader.Mythology	is	a	great	source	of	inspiration	and	meaning	in	literature,	and	it	can	be	used	to	enhance	almost	any	poem.	Writers	should	be	careful	when	selecting	mythological	symbols,	however,	as	they	should	always	strive	to	convey	their	idea	in	a	way	that	is	both	meaningful	and	comprehensible.	Symbolism	is	also	used	in	literature
to	communicate	complex	ideas	without	having	to	list	out	every	detail	involved.	By	using	symbolism,	poets	can	create	a	richer,	more	powerful	image	without	having	to	explain	every	intricate	detail.	This	allows	for	more	abstract	imagery	that	creates	an	immersive	experience	for	the	reader.A	symbol	can	be	used	to	represent	almost	any	idea,	from	love
and	betrayal	to	truth	and	justice.	Through	the	use	of	symbols,	poets	can	communicate	an	idea	in	a	more	succinct	way,	without	having	to	cram	complex	thoughts	into	too	few	words.	This	allows	them	to	communicate	a	sense	of	emotion	and	power	that	could	otherwise	be	hard	to	capture.You	might	likeA	Little	History	Of	Poetry	ReviewSymbolism	can
also	be	used	to	represent	abstract	concepts	and	philosophical	ideas.	For	example,	a	poet	may	choose	to	use	a	sunflower	as	a	symbol	of	happiness,	or	a	lightning	bolt	as	a	representation	of	unpredictability.	By	using	symbols,	writers	can	craft	intricate,	thought-provoking	images	that	help	convey	the	deeper,	more	complex	ideas	of	the	poem.In	the	end,
the	key	to	successful	symbolism	in	a	poem	is	to	choose	symbols	that	will	evoke	the	specific	emotions	and	ideas	of	the	poet	without	being	too	abstract	or	confusing	to	readers.	Symbols	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	writers	if	used	correctly,	and	can	take	any	poem	to	the	next	level.	Symbolism	is	closely	linked	to	the	use	of	metaphors.	Metaphors	are	when	a
comparison	is	made	between	two	things	that	are	not	actually	connected.	This	comparison	is	used	to	create	a	vivid	and	emotive	image	that	can	be	used	to	represent	a	concept	or	idea.	For	example,	a	poet	may	compare	a	heart	to	a	cage	in	order	to	convey	the	idea	of	a	person	being	imprisoned	by	their	own	emotions.	Metaphors	are	often	used	to	express
complex	emotions	and	relationships	in	a	simpler	form.	This	allows	readers	to	connect	to	the	text	and	to	the	characters	in	a	more	meaningful	way.	In	addition	to	expressing	complex	thoughts,	the	use	of	metaphors	can	help	to	create	a	more	poetic	style	of	writing	that	is	more	enjoyable	to	read.You	might	likeWhat	Is	Poetry	By	Roman	Jakobson
SummaryThe	use	of	both	symbolism	and	metaphor	is	essential	to	creating	vivid	and	emotive	poetry.	Both	allow	the	poet	to	communicate	complex	ideas	without	having	to	fill	up	pages	of	text,	and	can	help	create	an	immersive	experience	for	the	reader.	Symbols	and	metaphors	often	come	together	to	create	powerful	images	that	help	demonstrate	the
poets	message	in	a	succinct	and	meaningful	way.Symbolism	is	an	integral	part	of	any	successful	piece	of	literature.	By	combining	symbols	with	metaphors,	a	writer	can	create	vivid	images	that	will	help	capture	the	attention	of	readers	and	compel	them	to	explore	the	greater	depths	of	the	poem.	Ultimately,	symbols	and	metaphors	are	essential	tools
for	any	poet	looking	to	create	powerful,	emotionally-charged	works	of	art.	Symbols	are	often	used	in	literature	to	evoke	a	variety	of	feelings	and	emotions	in	readers.	This	is	especially	true	in	poetry,	where	symbols	are	often	used	as	a	tool	to	convey	the	writers	feelings	and	ideas.	Symbols	can	be	used	to	evoke	feelings	of	regret,	nostalgia,	anger,	love,
and	more.By	using	symbols	that	are	related	to	the	culture	in	which	the	poem	was	written,	the	writer	can	create	a	more	immersive	experience	for	the	reader.	Symbols	related	to	both	nature	and	mythology	can	be	especially	powerful	in	this	regard,	as	they	often	come	with	unique	cultural	connotations	that	allow	writers	to	create	images	that	are	both
meaningful	and	evocative.Symbols	can	also	help	establish	a	specific	theme	or	tone	within	a	poem.	For	example,	a	poet	may	choose	to	use	images	of	birds	to	illustrate	a	sense	of	freedom	and	escape,	or	a	storm	to	represent	heartache	and	sorrow.	This	allows	writers	to	add	a	sense	of	emphasis	to	their	works,	and	serves	as	a	great	way	to	captivate
readers.In	the	end,	symbols	are	one	of	the	best	tools	that	writers	have	for	expressing	complex	ideas	and	emotions.	By	carefully	selecting	symbols	and	metaphors,	writers	can	create	works	of	art	that	are	profound	and	captivating.	Finally,	symbols	can	be	a	great	way	for	poets	to	unite	readers	from	different	cultures,	religions,	and	backgrounds.	By	using
symbols	that	have	cultural	connotations,	writers	can	add	a	layer	of	shared	understanding	that	encourages	readers	to	connect	with	one	another.	This	is	especially	true	when	symbolism	is	combined	with	imagery,	as	this	allows	poets	to	create	a	tangible	image	that	readers	from	all	backgrounds	can	relate	to.The	use	of	symbolism	can	also	help	to	broaden
the	audience	of	a	poem.	By	combining	religious,	cultural,	and	mythological	symbols,	poets	can	make	their	works	more	accessible	to	wider	audiences.	This	can	result	in	a	poem	that	is	both	informative	and	entertaining	to	a	diverse	range	of	readers.Symbolism	can	also	help	to	bring	out	the	beauty	of	a	language.	By	incorporating	symbols,	writers	can
express	their	ideas	in	a	way	that	is	more	creative	and	engaging	than	plain	language	alone.	This	is	especially	true	when	combining	mythology	and	metaphor	in	a	text,	as	this	can	create	a	complex	and	emotive	image	that	allows	for	a	more	fulfilling	reading	experience.Overall,	symbolism	is	an	important	tool	for	writers,	especially	those	in	the	literary
world.	By	using	symbolism,	poets	can	draw	readers	in	and	create	works	of	art	that	are	both	meaningful	and	enjoyable.	Symbolism	describes	the	use	of	concrete	images	to	convey	abstract	ideas.	Because	this	literary	device	is	widely	open	to	interpretation,	and	because	many	readers	form	different	relationships	to	concrete	objects,	this	is	one	of	the
more	slippery	elements	of	literature	to	both	understand	and	convey	to	an	audience.	Nonetheless,	understanding	symbolism,	and	knowing	what	is	a	symbol,	are	crucial	to	writing	good	poetry	and	prose.What	makes	symbolism	particularly	tricky	is	understanding	how	an	image	is	being	employed	in	the	text.	For	example,	fire	can	represent	destruction
and	evil,	but	it	can	also	represent	regrowth	and	the	cycles	of	life.	So,	this	article	demystifies	the	complexities	of	symbolism	in	literature.	Along	the	way,	well	look	at	symbolism	examples	in	poetry	and	fiction,	before	moving	towards	how	to	represent	abstract	ideas	in	your	work.What	is	symbolism	in	literature,	and	how	do	you	wield	it?	Lets	define	this
slippery	concept.	Symbolism	Definition:	What	is	Symbolism	in	Literature?Symbolism	refers	to	the	use	of	representational	imagery:	the	writer	employs	an	image	with	a	deeper,	non-literal	meaning,	for	the	purpose	of	conveying	complex	ideas.In	literature,	symbolism	is	the	use	of	a	concrete	image	to	represent	an	abstract	idea.For	example,	the	heart	is
often	employed	as	a	symbol	of	love.	Obviously,	love	is	more	complex	and	full-bodiedit	doesnt	just	sit	in	the	chestbut	we	constantly	refer	to	a	loving	person	as	having	a	big	heart,	or	a	person	who	lost	their	love	as	heartbroken.Sometimes,	a	symbol	is	the	stepping	stone	for	an	extended	metaphor.	If	the	heart	represents	love,	what	does	it	mean	when	a
heart	is	iced	over,	or	two	hearts	beat	in	the	same	chest,	or	someone	has	the	heart	of	a	deer?	While	a	good	symbol	can	certainly	stand	on	its	own,	it	also	creates	opportunities	to	play	with	ideas	in	a	way	that	abstract	language	prevents	us	from	doing.That	said,	a	symbol	is	not	a	metaphor.	Symbolism	uses	a	relevant	image	to	convey	a	relevant	idea,
whereas	a	metaphor	compares	two	seemingly	unrelated	items.	Unlike	metaphors	and	similes,	symbolism	employs	a	symbolic	image	repeatedly	through	the	text,	with	the	intent	of	being	a	central	image	and	idea	of	the	text.	What	is	a	Symbol?The	trickiest	part	of	understanding	symbolism	in	literature	is	knowing	which	images	are	symbols,	and	why.	To
answer	this,	we	must	first	dive	deeper	into	the	images	themselves.	What	is	a	symbol?A	symbol	is	an	image	whose	figurative	meaning	is	much	deeper	than	its	literal	one.	It	is	an	object,	often	ordinary	and	commonplace,	that	has	been	imbued	with	extraordinary	significance.What	is	a	symbol:	an	image	whose	figurative	meaning	is	much	deeper	than	its
literal	one.Some	symbols	are	culturally	specific.	An	example	of	a	symbol	that	varies	by	culture	is	that	of	a	marriage	proposal.	While	many	countries	use	engagement	rings	as	a	symbol	of	being	betrothed,	the	people	of	Wales	often	uses	lovespoons	to	signify	ones	partnership.	In	Thailand,	a	marriage	proposal	might	be	signified	by	a	thong	mungifts	made
out	of	gold.Other	symbols	are	either	more	universal,	or	else	easily	inferred	from	the	text.	For	example,	in	The	Great	Gatsby	by	F.	Scott	Fitzgerald,	a	green	light	represents	all	that	is	unreachable	to	Jay	Gatsby.	He	sees	a	green	light	on	the	other	side	of	the	sound,	where	his	love	interest,	Daisy,	lives.	Not	only	is	Daisy	unreachable,	but	so	is	everything
she	and	the	green	light	represents:	the	(perceived)	stability	and	decadence	of	the	American	Dream.Perhaps	there	is	also	symbolism	in	the	color	green	itself:	it	is	the	color	of	money,	and	the	go	color	of	stoplights.	This	last	interpretation	is	certainly	laden	with	irony,	because	chasing	his	dreams	is	exactly	what	kills	Jay	Gatsby.Because	the	green	light	is
so	far	away	from	Jay,	and	because	hes	never	able	to	touch	it	(or	Daisy,	for	that	matter),	it	obviously	represents	some	sort	of	unreachability.	Because	this	image	recurs	throughout	the	novel,	it	is	a	clear	example	of	symbolismso	much	so,	that	the	green	light	has	become	nearly	universally	understood,	to	the	point	that	Lorde	has	a	song	inspired	by	the
symbol.Symbolism	ExamplesSymbolism	operates	slightly	differently	in	poetry	than	in	prose,	primarily	because	of	the	differences	in	word	choice	and	length	in	poetry	vs	prose.	A	symbol	tends	to	recur	in	prose,	in	such	a	way	that	it	becomes	a	motif	or	builds	towards	a	broader	theme.	Each	recurrence	of	the	symbol	complicates	the	idea	that	the	image
represents.Because	poetry	tends	to	be	shorter,	it	also	tends	to	employ	symbols	more	economically.	Symbolism	in	poetry	may	be	harder	to	interpret	or	understand,	as	the	poem	does	not	provide	as	much	context	for	the	reader,	and	thus	requires	the	reader	to	make	more	inferences	and	interpretations.As	such,	well	look	at	symbolism	examples	differently
in	prose	and	poetry.	The	below	symbolism	examples	come	from	published	works	of	literature.Symbolism	in	LiteratureBig	Mother	by	Anya	OwRead	this	short	story	here,	in	Strange	Horizons.Central	symbol:	Big	Mother,	a	mythical	snakehead	fish.What	it	represents:	The	loss	of	childhood	innocence.Symbolism	examples	in	the	text:	Catching	snakehead
fish	seems	to	be	a	rite	of	passage	into	adulthood:	the	oldest	boy	is	obsessed	with	catching	them.	Whats	more,	when	an	uncle	finds	out	that	the	children	have	caught	snakeheads,	he	trusts	them	with	his	favorite	rod.	When	the	oldest	boy	misses	out	on	catching	Big	Mother,	he	becomes	obsessed	with	capturing	this	symbol	of	adulthood.	Then,	when	he
does	catch	Big	Mother,	she	ensnares	him.	The	only	way	to	ensure	the	oldest	boys	safety	is	to	bargain	their	current	lives	for	their	future	ones.Analysis:	Big	Mother	represents	the	complicated	relationship	people	have	to	adulthood.	The	children	all	glorify	her	at	first,	but	the	eldest	children	realize	the	sacrifice	they	must	make	to	save	themselves	from
her	wrath.	This	darkens	the	moods	of	the	eldest	children,	as	they	come	to	understand	the	permanence	of	adulthood,	the	fragility	of	innocence.	What	at	first	seems	mystical	and	fantastic	about	the	real	world	is	actually	laden	with	terror.The	fact	that	the	river	is	paved	over	further	complicates	this	theme.	While	the	characters	are	saved	from	the	fate
they	sealed,	they	also	catapult	further	into	a	world	that	replaces	magic	and	mystery	with	the	practical	and	mundane.Hamlet	by	William	ShakespeareYou	can	read	the	full	play	here,	from	Project	Gutenberg.HAMLET:	Alas,	poor	Yorick.	I	knew	him,	Horatio,	a	fellow	of	infinite	jest,	of	most	excellent	fancy.	He	hath	borne	me	on	his	back	a	thousand	times;
and	now,	how	abhorred	in	my	imagination	it	is!	My	gorge	rises	at	it.	Here	hung	those	lips	that	I	have	kissd	I	know	not	how	oft.	Where	be	your	gibes	now?	your	gambols?	your	songs?	your	flashes	of	merriment,	that	were	wont	to	set	the	table	on	a	roar?	Not	one	now,	to	mock	your	own	grinning?	Quite	chop-fallen?	Now	get	you	to	my	ladys	chamber,	and
tell	her,	let	her	paint	an	inch	thick,	to	this	favour	she	must	come.	Make	her	laugh	at	that.[later]HAMLET:	No,	faith,	not	a	jot.	But	to	follow	him	thither	with	modesty	enough,	and	likelihood	to	lead	it;	as	thus.	Alexander	died,	Alexander	was	buried,	Alexander	returneth	into	dust;	the	dust	is	earth;	of	earth	we	make	loam;	and	why	of	that	loam	whereto	he
was	converted	might	they	not	stop	a	beer-barrel?Imperious	Caesar,	dead	and	turnd	to	clay,Might	stop	a	hole	to	keep	the	wind	away.O,	that	that	earth	which	kept	the	world	in	aweShould	patch	a	wall	texpel	the	winters	flaw.But	soft!	but	soft!	aside!	Here	comes	the	King.The	Queen,	the	courtiers.	Who	is	that	they	follow?And	with	such	maimed	rites?
This	doth	betokenThe	corse	they	follow	did	with	desperate	handFordo	it	own	life.	Twas	of	some	estate.Couch	we	awhile	and	mark.Symbol:	Yoricks	skull.What	it	represents:	The	inherent	meaninglessness	of	life.Symbolism	examples	in	the	text:	Although	many	symbols	recur	through	their	texts,	this	symbol	occurs	exactly	once.	In	Act	V	Scene	I,	Prince
Hamlet	comes	across	the	skull	of	Yorick,	his	former	jester.	This	encounter	occurs	towards	the	end	of	the	play,	after	Hamlets	depression,	nihilism,	and	helplessness	have	radically	altered	his	perspective	of	the	world.Analysis:	Hamlets	contemplation	of	Yoricks	skull	reveals	his	belief	that	our	lives	are	inherently	meaningless.	That	Yorick	used	to	make
people	laugh	matters	little,	because	now	he	can	make	people	laugh	no	more.	He	is	fated	to	the	same	end	that	the	likes	of	Alexander	and	Caesar	were	fated	towards,	too.	Hamlets	contemplation	here	is	especially	meaningful,	given	that	he	is	trying	to	avenge	his	fathers	murder.	Because	he	is	visited	by	his	fathers	ghost,	Hamlet	tries	to	believe	that	a
persons	life	can	have	meaning	after	death;	but,	his	father	cannot	avenge	himself,	so	what	meaning	is	there	left	to	have,	unless	we,	the	living,	remind	ourselves	of	it?It	is	strange	to	have	an	important	symbol	occupy	such	a	small	space	in	as	long	a	text	as	Hamlet.	The	importance	of	this	symbol	stems	partially	from	its	endurance	in	pop	culture:	Yoricks
skull	has	inspired	many	novels,	poems,	songs,	and	works	of	art.	Additionally,	it	is	a	memento	mori,	or	reminder	of	death,	which	is	a	prominent	theme	in	European	artwork	in	the	16th	and	17th	centuries.Jane	Eyre	by	Charlotte	BronteThe	full	text	of	Jane	Eyre	can	be	retrieved	here,	from	Project	Gutenberg.Symbol:	The	Red	Room.What	it	represents:	The
childhood	obstacles	Jane	must	overcome	to	achieve	a	life	of	happiness	and	freedom.Symbolism	examples	in	the	text:	We	encounter	the	Red	Room	in	Chapter	2.	Jane	is	locked	inside	the	Red	Room	by	her	unfair	aunt	after	Jane	stands	up	for	herself	against	John	Reed,	her	cousin.	The	Red	Room	is	also	where	Janes	uncle	died.	Jane	and	her	cousins	believe
that	the	room	is	haunted	by	this	uncle,	so	when	Jane	is	locked	inside,	she	first	focuses	on	the	injustice	of	it	all,	but	then	becomes	so	consumed	by	fear,	and	by	her	belief	that	her	uncle	might	rise	up	from	the	dead,	that	she	blacks	out.	Jane	references	this	episode	several	times	later	in	the	novel,	often	to	reflect	on	her	journey.Analysis:	The	color	red	is	no
accident:	it	represents	anger,	passion,	fear,	and	intensity.	Jane	experiences	all	of	this	when	her	aunt	imprisons	her	at	only	ten	years	old.	The	obvious	symbolism	here	is	that	pure,	righteous	Jane	is	imprisoned	inside	the	angry,	intense	wrath	of	her	unloving	family,	but	the	novel	encourages	us	to	explore	this	further.	The	Red	Room	represents	Janes
ambivalent	relationships	to	adults:	they	are	always	authoritarian,	always	ready	to	punish,	and	always	ready	to	trap	Jane	inside	their	own	worst	impulses.One	possible	interpretation	of	the	color	red	is	that	it	represents	period	blood,	and	thus	the	transition	from	childhood	to	adulthood.	Jane	is	forced	to	be	an	adult	before	shes	ready,	maturely	handling
the	emotions	of	other	adults	when	shes	still	an	innocent	child.Madeleine	Wood	argues	that	the	Red	Room	continues	to	affect	Jane,	because	her	relationships	to	adults	as	a	child	manifests	itself	in	her	relationships	to	men	as	an	adult.	Remember,	the	society	Jane	grew	up	in	was	heavily	patriarchal:	grown	women	had	to	always	defer	to	men	as
authorities.	Yet,	Jane	desires	freedom	more	than	anything	else,	both	as	a	child	and	as	an	adult,	so	the	institutions	of	marriage	and	the	patriarchy	fundamentally	challenge	her	freedoms.	When	she	reflects	on	the	Red	Room	as	an	adult,	it	is	always	juxtaposed	to	her	relationship	with	a	man.	She	even	thinks	about	the	Red	Room	after	walking	out	on
Rochester,	an	important	suitor	of	hers	in	the	novel.Only	when	Jane	is	comfortable	with	herself	and	confident	in	her	freedom	is	she	able	to	find	love	and	happiness,	thus	overcoming	the	burden	symbolized	by	the	Red	Room.Symbolism	in	PoetryMy	Heart	Leaps	Up	by	William	WordsworthRetrieved	here,	from	Academy	of	American	Poets.	Heres	an
example	of	poetry	with	symbolism	in	which	the	symbol	is	employed	only	once,	but	very	effectively.	The	rainbow	represents	the	kind	of	natural	beauty	that	children	are	best	at	admiring.	If	you	remember	observing	nature	as	a	child,	you	might	remember	being	moved	by	a	rainbow,	or	by	a	forest,	or	a	desert,	or	by	any	number	of	beautiful	things	that
abound	on	this	Earth.	Wordsworth	asserts	that	The	Child	is	father	of	the	Man	precisely	because	children	are	inspired	by	natural	beauty	in	a	way	that	adults	are	not.	We	have	much	to	learn	from	kids	and	their	relationship	to	our	planet,	and	as	an	adult,	this	poems	speaker	hope	to	worship	this	beautybound	each	[day]	to	each	[day]	by	natural	piety.City
Lake	by	Chelsea	DesAutelsRetrieved	here,	from	The	Slowdown.	This	poem	tells	you	precisely	what	the	central	symbol	represents:	the	lake	symbolizes	mercy.	Yet,	the	two	have	no	easy	relationship,	and	the	poem	constantly	complicates	the	concept	of	mercy	itself.	Rather	than	highlight	the	grace	of	mercyhow	wonderful	it	is	to	be	savedthis	poem
reminds	us	that	mercy	is	just	a	form	of	chance:	random	with	whom	it	saves	and	with	whom	it	doesnt.	No	matter	how	well	the	narrator	steps	carefully	through	the	lake,	she	can	never	predict	how	and	why	anyone	receives	mercy.Because	I	could	not	stop	for	Death	by	Emily	DickinsonRetrieved	here,	from	Poetry.	This	poem	employs	a	lot	of	symbolism,
most	notably	in	the	third	stanza.	The	images	used	each	signify	a	different	stage	of	life.	The	school	represents	childhood.	The	fields	of	gazing	grain	represent	adulthoodgrain	is	fertile,	in	its	prime,	and	it	gazes	upwards	towards	the	sky.	The	setting	sun	represents	old	age.	Though	each	of	these	symbols	are	employed	only	once,	they	are	certainly
evocative	in	the	context	of	Death	personified,	as	the	poem	suggests	each	of	us	are	on	a	horse	drawn	carriage	towards	the	afterlife.Universal	Symbolism:	Does	it	Exist?The	theorist	Erich	Fromm	divides	symbolism	into	three	categories:	conventional,	accidental,	and	universal	symbolism.Conventional	Symbolism	is	closely	related	to	concrete	imagery.
Essentially,	it	is	the	use	of	images	which	everyone	in	a	particular	language	can	understand.	When	I	say	light	bulb,	you	imagine	some	sort	of	glass	bulb	with	a	filament	inside.	We	might	have	different	mental	images,	but	we	agree	on	the	same	meaning.	This	is	a	non-interpretive	form	of	symbolism,	and	in	semiotics,	were	essentially	referring	to	the	sign,
signifier,	and	signified.Accidental	Symbolism	might	be	best	described	as	specific	to	a	certain	person.	We	form	relationships	to	objects	all	the	time:	some	positive,	some	negative.	A	character	might	form	a	specific	relationship	to	an	object,	and	that	relationship	will	continue	to	affect	this	character	throughout	the	story.	For	example,	lets	say	your
character	won	the	lottery	using	a	$5	bill	they	found	on	the	street.	They	might	assume	that	every	time	they	find	a	$5,	something	lucky	is	about	to	happen,	making	that	$5	bill	a	symbol	of	luck.Finally,	Universal	Symbolism	refers	to	images	which,	over	time,	have	developed	a	symbolic	meaning	that	we	all	instantly	recognize.	These	symbols	are
understood	across	time	and	culture:	a	heart	represents	love,	the	sky	represents	limitlessness,	and	a	fire	represents	poweror	destruction,	or	rebirth,	depending	on	how	its	employed.However,	dont	be	misled	by	the	word	universalit	is	better	to	see	these	categories	as	postmarks	along	a	spectrum,	as	few,	if	any,	symbols	would	actually	be	understood	by
every	person	in	the	world.Additionally,	dont	assume	that	universal	is	automatically	better.	Because	these	symbols	are	well	understood,	they	are	also	often	clich.	It	is	important	to	employ	imagery	in	fresh,	interesting	ways,	using	the	context	of	your	work	to	discover	new	and	surprising	relationships	between	images	and	ideas.	Often,	using	a	poem	or
story	to	expand	upon	the	accidental	symbols	(of	your	life	or	the	lives	of	your	characters)	will	result	in	more	impactful	imagery.Lastly,	you	may	be	interested	in	the	idea	of	the	objective	correlative.	An	objective	correlative	is	a	device	that	makes	an	abstract	idea	concrete	in	the	context	of	a	piece	of	literature.	An	obvious	example	of	this	is	the	mirror	in
The	Picture	of	Dorian	Gray,	which	represents	Dorians	soul	as	it	becomes	corrupted	by	vanity.	T.	S.	Eliot,	who	popularized	the	term,	argues	that	a	work	of	literature	should	arrange	images	and	symbols	precisely	so	that	they	evoke	a	certain	meaning	without	telling	us	the	meaning	itself.	It	is,	in	essence,	a	way	to	exercise	show,	dont	tell.Wielding
Symbolism	in	Your	WritingHeres	some	advice	for	employing	symbolism	in	literature:Be	concrete.	Use	images	that	are	easy	to	visualize	and	grounded	in	everyday	reality.Be	specific.	Show	the	reader	exactly	what	the	symbol	looks	like.	The	more	physical	detail	you	provide,	the	easier	it	is	to	explore	the	complexities	of	what	your	symbol
represents.Prefer	the	accidental	to	the	universal.	Theres	no	problem	with	employing	universal	symbolism,	but	you	should	have	at	least	one	accidental	symbol	in	your	work,	as	it	will	often	reveal	the	most	about	the	story	or	poem	you	write.Be	spontaneous.	Dont	write	with	symbolism	in	mind,	just	employ	imagery	tactfully.	Writers	often	dont	realize	what
their	work	means	until	after	theyve	written	and	revised	it;	trying	to	muscle	meaning	into	your	work	might	limit	the	works	possibilities.Dont	overthink	it.	Theres	no	perfect	image	to	represent	any	particular	idea.	We	all	forge	our	own	relationships	to	different	objects.	Sure,	the	heart	can	represent	love.	So	can	the	dining	table,	a	lightning	strike,	the
stomach,	the	ocean,	or	a	pair	of	shoes.Make	Your	Writing	Symbolic	at	Writers.comWhether	you	write	poetry	or	prose,	the	instructors	at	Writers.com	are	masters	of	imagery	and	symbolism.	Receive	the	benefits	of	focused	feedback	and	a	friendly	writing	community	in	any	of	our	upcoming	creative	writing	classes.	Symbolism	in	writing	is	generally
expressed	in	three	ways:	through	the	characters,	objects,	or	events	of	the	piece.ObjectsSymbolism	in	literature	most	commonly	comes	through	in	objects,	which	can	help	the	reader	understand	a	complex	theme	of	theplot.	For	example,	inThe	Hunger	Games,	the	mocking	jay	pin	was	first	a	symbol	of	home	for	Katniss,	then	it	evolved	into	the	symbol	for
the	districts	rebellion	against	the	Capitol.CharactersWhen	symbolism	is	represented	in	a	character,	its	shown	through	their	actions,	and	its	usually	part	of	anallegory.	InThe	Lion,	the	Witch,	and	the	Wardrobe,	for	example,	the	character	Aslan	symbolizes	Jesus	because	he	sacrifices	himself	to	save	Edmund	but	then	comes	back	to	lifesimilar	to	Jesus
dying	on	the	cross	and	rising	again	three	days	later.	InThe	Pilgrims	Progress,	characters	represent	different	temptations	the	main	character	faces	on	his	way	to	the	Celestial	City,	such	as	the	Interpreter,	who	explains	Biblical	passages.EventsSometimes,	an	author	uses	an	occurrence	in	the	plot	to	act	as	symbolism.	For	example,	inThe	Sisterhood	of
the	Traveling	Pantsseries,	the	pants	represent	the	girls	childhood	bond.	When	the	pants	are	lost	in	the	fourth	and	final	book,	it	symbolizes	the	loss	of	their	childhood	and	entrance	into	adulthood.	The	event	of	their	disappearance	is	a	symbol	independent	from	the	pants	themselves.The	Level	of	SubtletyIn	literature,	symbolism	can	be	blatantly	obvious
or	subtle.	For	example,	if	a	woman	has	a	miscarriage	after	buying	toys	for	the	baby,	she	might	find	a	rattle	months	later	and	cry.	It	would	be	obvious	to	the	reader	that	the	rattle	symbolizes	the	loss	of	her	child.A	subtle	example	of	the	same	concept	would	be	if	she	purchased	a	black	onesie.	The	color	couldforeshadowthe	miscarriage,	but	that	may	not
have	been	the	authors	intention,	and	not	every	reader	would	recognize	it	right	away.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the
license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the
same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No
warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Symbolism	is	to	convey	the	hidden	meaning	to	the	reader	or	listener.	It	tells	us	about	artistic	expression	and	represents	abstract	ideas.	A
writer	can	use	a	person,	place,	word,	action,	and	object	as	a	symbol.	To	covey	his	mood	and	emotion,	the	writer	uses	symbolism.	It	can	be	in	a	visual	image	or	gesture.	It	helps	in	creating	meanings	and	emotions	in	writing.	Usually,	symbolism	contains	several	layers	of	meaning,	which	are	robbed	in	different	aspects	and	concepts.	It	gives	depth	to
writing	that	cannot	be	expressed	straightforwardly.	It	helps	the	writer	to	convey	his	thoughts	on	multiple	levels.	Some	examples	are	given	below:Ah!	Sun-flower	William	BlakeAh	Sun-flower,	weary	of	time,Who	countest	the	steps	of	the	sun;Seeking	after	the	sweet	golden	climeWhere	the	travelers	journey	is	done;In	this	poem,	the	sunflower	is	used	as
the	symbol	for	human	and	the	sun	symbolizes	life.	These	lines	are	actually	about	the	life	of	a	human	being	that	how	the	cycle	of	our	lives	is	going	on.	How	generation	after	generation	man	walks	on	the	same	tracks	which	the	previous	one	had	passed.The	Rain	William	H.	DaviesI	hear	leaves	drinking	rain;I	hear	rich	leaves	on	topGiving	the	poor
beneathDrop	after	drop;Tis	a	sweet	noise	to	hearThese	green	leaves	drinking	nearIn	this	poem,	the	poet	uses	rain	as	a	symbol	to	show	the	class	difference	in	society.	As	the	rain	falls	on	leaves,	the	upper	one	gets	more	benefit	from	it,	so	is	the	high	class	of	society.	Then	the	droplets	roll	down	to	lower	leaves,	so	they	get	less	benefit	from	rain,	so	is	the
class	difference	goes	on.	The	rich	people	give	their	leftover	to	poor	people.Wild	Aster	Sara	TeasdaleIn	the	spring	I	asked	the	daisiesIf	his	word	were	true,And	the	clever,	clear-eyed	daisiesalways	knewNow	the	fields	are	brown	and	barren,Bitter	autumn	blows,And	of	all	the	stupid	astersNot	one	knowsIn	this	poem,	the	poet	talks	about	the	age	and
season	in	parallel.	Spring	and	daisies	here	are	used	as	a	symbol	for	youth.	The	time	of	blooming	and	happiness	when	everything	around	you	looks	beautiful.	Later	the	brown,	barren	field	and	autumn	are	symbolic	of	advancing	age,	and	then	the	winter	comes,	which	means	the	time	of	death.	The	word	bitter	is	here	for	the	acceptance	of	the	ending	of
youth	and	ambitions.His	Confession	ArchpoetSeething	over	inwardlyWith	fierce	indignationIn	my	bitterness	of	soul,Hear	my	declaration.I	am	of	one	element,Levity	my	matter,Like	enough	a	withered	leafFor	the	winds	to	scatter.In	this	poem,	the	withered	leaf	is	a	symbol	of	old	age	and	approaching	death.	The	wind	is	a	symbol	of	the	incalculable	or
limitless	destructive	power	of	nature	and	confusion.	The	poet	here	compares	himself	to	a	withered	leaf	that	is	at	the	mercy	of	nature.The	Pasture	Robert	FrostIm	going	out	to	clean	the	pasture	spring;Ill	only	stop	to	rake	the	leaves	away(And	wait	to	watch	the	water	clear,	I	may):I	shant	be	gone	long.You	come	too.Im	going	out	to	fetch	the	little
calfThats	standing	by	the	mother.	Its	so	young,It	totters	when	she	licks	it	with	her	tongue.I	shant	be	gone	long.You	come	too.Here,	the	pasture	symbolizes	the	world.	To	clean	the	Pasture	spring	means	to	purify	oneself	from	sin.	Leaves	are	used	here	as	sins	that	lie	inside	the	heart.	Wait	to	watch	the	water	clean	means	to	wait	until	the	heart	clears
from	sins.	It	totters	when	she	licks	it	with	her	tongue	means	God	will	send	his	messenger	to	guide	people.Daffodils	William	WordsworthI	Wandered	Lonely	as	a	CloudThat	floats	on	high	oer	vales	and	hills,When	all	at	once	I	saw	a	crowd,A	host,	of	golden	daffodils;Beside	the	lake,	beneath	the	trees,Fluttering	and	dancing	in	the	breeze.Here	the	daffodils
symbolize	the	new	beginning	or	rebirth.	This	is	linked	with	the	spring,	which	is	the	time	of	the	new	emerging	of	life.	Daffodils	are	first	flowers	that	bloom	after	winter.	Their	dancing	is	actually	the	welcoming	of	spring.Because	I	Could	Not	Stop	For	Death	Emily	DickinsonBecause	I	could	not	stop	for	Death	He	kindly	stopped	for	me	The	Carriage	held
but	just	Ourselves	We	passed	the	School,	where	Children	stroveAt	Recess	in	the	Ring	We	passed	the	Fields	of	Gazing	Grain	We	passed	the	Setting	Sun	In	this	poem,	the	carriage	is	the	symbol	of	death,	which	suddenly	arrives	to	pick	his	passengers	or	the	dying	person	without	informing	them.	In	the	next	stanza,	the	poet	has	symbolically	described	the
three	stages	of	man.	School	is	the	symbol	of	childhood.	Gazing	Grain	is	the	symbol	for	youth,	a	stage	of	emotions	and	ambitions.	Then	she	has	given	the	symbol	of	setting	sun,	which	means	old	age	and	the	end	of	life.Ode	To	Nightingale	John	KeatsIn	some	melodious	plotOf	beechen	green,	and	shadows	numberless,Singest	of	summer	in	full-throated
ease.O,	for	a	draught	of	vintage!	that	hath	beenCoold	a	long	age	in	the	deep-delved	earth,Tasting	of	Flora	and	the	country	green,Dance,	and	Provenal	song,	and	sunburnt	mirth!The	nightingale	in	the	ode	is	the	central	image	and	symbol.	The	music	it	produces	is	the	symbol	of	beauty,	the	way	of	communication	between	man	and	nature.	According	to
Greek	mythology,	the	nightingale	is	the	symbol	of	love,	so	Keats	has	used	it	for	the	same	also.A	Red,	Red	Rose	Robert	BurnsO	my	Luve	is	like	a	red,	red	roseThats	newly	sprung	in	June;O	my	Luve	is	like	the	melodyThats	sweetly	played	in	tune.In	the	starting	lines	of	the	poem,	the	rose	is	used	as	a	symbol	in	two	different	ways.	First,	it	is	used	as	a
symbol	of	love	as	considered	in	many	cultures.	Different	colors	of	roses	have	different	significance.	Red	is	symbolic	of	true	love.	Second,	it	is	symbolic	of	impermanence	as	it	is	short-lived.	A	newly	sprung	rose	which	holds	a	short	life,	he	means	to	say	that	this	love	may	only	last	a	little	while.To	The	Moon	Percy	Bysshe	ShellyArt	thou	pale	for
wearinessOf	climbing	heaven,	and	gazing	on	the	earth,Wandering	companionlessAmong	the	stars	that	have	a	different	birth,-In	this	poem,	the	poet	has	symbolized	the	moon	for	its	loneliness	and	unrequited	love.	He	describes	it	as	a	wandering	companionless.	The	moon	is	alone	in	the	sky,	along	with	the	clusters	of	stars	as	a	man.	It	goes	on	an	endless
journey	alone.Symbolism,	an	aesthetic	movement	devoted	primarily	to	discovering	the	true	nature	of	poetry,	originated	in	France	in	the	latter	half	of	the	nineteenth	century.	Charles	Baudelaire	and	Stphane	Mallarm,	the	central	figures	in	the	theory	and	practice	of	symbolism	in	France,	developed	Edgar	Allan	Poe	s	major	premise	about	the	poetic
principlethat	poetry	is	an	evocation	of	eternal	states	through	the	discrete	image	or	symbol	into	a	program	for	purifying	poetry	of	the	nonpoetic.	The	artists	we	classify	as	Symbolists	aimed	at	purifying	their	art	of	all	that	was	nonessential	(some,	such	as	Villiers	de	Lisle	Adam,	were	dramatists;	a	few,	such	as	J.	K.	Huysmans,	were	novelists).	Symbolist
poets	such	as	Paul	Verlaine	and	Arthur	Rimbaud,	for	example,	rejected	both	the	superficial	rhetoric	of	argument	and	discussion	and	the	dense	notation	of	description	and	narration,	all	things	that	had	obscured	the	true	nature	of	poetry,	in	favor	of	the	severe	purity	of	a	symbolic	lyricism.	The	Symbolist	poem	was	necessarily	short,	evocative,	and
mysterious.Symbolism	was	introduced	into	the	English-speaking	world	by	Verlaines	friend	Arthur	Symons	(1865-1945).	In	The	Symbolist	Movement	in	Literature	(1899)	Symons	argues	that	symbolism	is	the	essence	of	language	and	literature:	our	first	words	were	symbolic,	and	all	truly	imaginative	writers	have	been	symbolists.	Symbolism	became	a
conscious	movement	in	the	late	nineteenth	century	as	a	necessary	reaction	against	the	dense,	descriptive	method	of	the	naturalistic	school	of	mile	Zola	and	others.	The	Symbolists	restored	purity	to	the	arts,	Symons	maintains,	by	suggesting	rather	than	saying,	by	evoking	through	symbols	rather	than	submitting	to	the	old	bondage	of	rhetoric,	the	old
bondage	of	exteriority	(5)	and	describing	through	the	logic	of	argument	or	the	record	of	details.	Symbols	both	reveal	and	conceal:	they	blend	the	visible	and	the	invisible,	the	particular	and	the	universal,	the	finite	and	the	infinite.	Symbols	communicate	indirectly:	concrete	images,	such	as	the	rose	or	the	cross,	summon	up	emotional	and	intellectual
associations	that	cannot	be	precisely	numbered	or	named.The	Symbolist	method	focuses	on	these	internal	associations	and	frees	poetic	language	from	the	restraints	of	logical	sequence	or	referential	accuracy.	This	liberty,	as	Symons	calls	it,	from	the	governing	principles	of	common	discourse	restores	the	authentic	speech	of	mystery	to	literature.
Start	with	an	enigma,	and	then	withdraw	the	key	to	the	enigma	(72),	Symons	counsels	those	who	would	approach	the	Symbolist	method.	Often	this	insistence	on	mystery	leads	to	a	dark	obscurity	of	language,	especially	with	a	symbol	system	in	which	the	correspondences	between	the	concrete	term	and	its	multiple	associations	seem	private	to	the
artist.	Many	of	the	writers	Symons	discusses,	however,	draw	their	symbols	from	traditional	sources	of	hermetic	or	occult	doctrine,	like	the	Rosicrucian	symbol	system	Villiers	weaves	into	the	fabric	of	his	Axel.	The	true	sources	of	Symbolism,	Symons	concludes,	lie	in	ancient	systems	of	mysticism,	and	the	true	purpose	of	the	movement	was	to	evoke	the
presence	of	the	infinite	and	confirm	the	possibility	of	immortality	through	the	associative	network	of	symbols,	ancient	and	modern.	Symonss	presentation	of	the	method	and	mysteries	of	the	French	Symbolists	exerted	a	profound	influenc	e	on	the	new	generation	of	writers	in	English.	T.	S.	Eliot	acknowledged	this	influence	when	he	said	in	1930:	I
myself	owe	Mr.	Symons	a	great	debt:	but	for	having	read	his	book	I	should	not	..	.	have	begun	to	read	Verlaine;	and	but	for	reading	Verlaine,	I	should	not	have	heard	of	Corbire	(Symons	xv).	Symons	himself	was	influenced	and	directed	in	his	understanding	of	Symbolism	by	the	poet	he	described	as	the	chief	representative	of	that	movement	in	our
country	(xix)	and	to	whom	he	dedicated	his	book,	W.	B.	Yeats	(1865-1939).	Although	Yeats	was	deeply	impressed	by	Villierss	Axel,	which	he	saw	in	1894,	he	derived	his	Symbolist	principles	from	his	studies	in	magic	and	Irish	mythology	and	from	his	pioneering	study	(with	Edwin	Ellis,	1891)	of	the	prophetic	books	of	William	Blake,	a	poet	he	regarded
as	the	preeminent	Symbolist.	Yeats	made	his	major	theoretical	statements	on	the	method	of	Symbolism	in	a	series	of	essays	written	from	1896	to	1903	collected	under	the	title	Ideas	of	Good	and	Evil	(a	title	borrowed	from	Blake).In	an	essay	on	Percy	Bysshe	Shelley,	another	of	his	Symbolist	precursors,	Yeats	argues	that	there	is	for	every	man	some
one	scene,	some	one	adventure,	some	one	picture	that	is	the	image	of	his	secret	life,	for	wisdom	first	speaks	in	images	(Essays	95).	If	the	man	or	woman	is	a	true	poet,	then	his	or	her	particular	image	(for	Shelley	a	boat	drifting	down	a	river	between	towered	hills	and	toward	a	distant	star)	blends	into	a	universal	and	invisible	order.	An	image	that	has
transcended	particular	time	and	place	becomes,	Yeats	writes,	a	symbol,	passes	beyond	death,	as	it	were,	and	becomes	a	living	soul	(80).	Although	he	maintains	that	it	is	only	by	ancient	symbols	that	any	highly	subjective	art	can	escape	from	the	barrenness	and	shallowness	of	a	too	conscious	arrangement,	into	the	abundance	and	depth	of	Nature	(87),
he	finally	makes	no	distinction	between	what	he	calls	inherent	symbols	and	arbitrary	symbols	in	his	essay	Magic	(49).	Both	species	of	symbol,	traditional	and	private,	evoke	the	presence	of	the	infinite,	or	what	Yeats	calls	the	Great	Mind	and	Great	Memory.	The	borders	of	our	field	of	awareness,	Yeats	declares,	are	not	closed,	and	our	individual	mind
can	become	part	of	this	larger	consciousness	only	through	the	network	of	symbols.	Neither	metaphor	nor	allegory	can	fulfill	this	poetic	principle:	Symbolism	alone	evokes	the	richness	of	the	Great	Mind	and	Memory.This	Memory,	which	transcends	and	connects	each	individual	mind,	provided	Symbolism	with	a	theory	or	explanation	of	both	the	process
of	writing	and	the	experience	of	reading.	The	Memory	was	evoked	through	the	medium	of	certain	conditions	of	consciousness,	moments	of	trance,	contemplation,	or	the	moment	when	we	are	both	asleep	and	awake	(Essays	159),	moments	prolonged	in	the	rapt	attention	of	reading.	So	I	think,	Yeats	argued	in	The	Symbolism	of	Poetry,	a	crucial	essay
from	Ideas	of	Good	and	Evil,	that	in	the	making	and	in	the	understanding	of	a	work	of	art,	and	the	more	easily	if	it	is	full	of	patterns	and	symbols	and	music,	we	are	lured	to	the	threshold	of	sleep	(160).	In	this	threshold	or	medial	state,	produced	by	a	rapt	attention	to	the	rhythm	of	the	work,	the	reader	joins	the	artist	in	the	work	of	evocative	creation.
The	purpose	of	rhythm,	Yeats	maintains,	is	to	prolong	the	moment	of	contemplation,	the	moment	when	we	are	both	asleep	and	awake,	which	is	the	one	moment	of	creation	(159).	In	this	prolonged	moment,	making	and	understanding,	the	production	and	reception	of	the	text,	are	joined	and	created	through	the	intersubjective	Memory.In	his	poetry,	in
his	making,	Yeats	was,	as	Paul	de	Man	has	noted	(153-62),	a	Symbolist	from	the	beginning.	Before	he	had	any	experience	of	the	French	writers,	he	worked	in	the	Symbolist	method,	evoking	in	his	early	poetry	(The	Rose,	1893)	the	rose	and	cross	of	the	Rosicrucian	symbol	system	he	afterwards	saw	enacted	in	Villierss	Axel.	Later	he	sought	for	a	more
arbitrary	symbolism,	for	a	system	of	images	available	in	his	direct	experience	of	contemporary	Ireland	that	could	become	the	symbolic	vehicle	of	the	Great	Memory.	The	violence	and	meanness	as	well	as	the	heroism	and	extravagance	of	Irish	life	provided	him	occasionally	with	symbols	that	balanced	his	lifelong	interest	in	the	esoteric	symbols	of	the
occult.	With	his	purchase	of	a	ruined	tower	in	the	west	of	Ireland,	he	finally	found	a	symbol	both	arbitrary	and	inherent,	both	particular	to	his	secret	life	and	universal	within	the	ancient	occult	traditions.	This	tower,	an	image	of	hermetic	wisdom	made	a	symbol	through	long	usage	in	Milton,	Shelley,	and	others,	inspired	much	of	Yeatss	best	poetry	in
The	Tower	(1928)	and	later	volumes.	The	occult	disciplines,	which	were,	in	Yeatss	view,	ancient	systems	for	evoking	the	Great	Memory	through	the	manipulation	of	symbols,	remained	his	deepest	inspiration	and	exerted	a	profound	influence	on	Per	Arnica	Silentia	Lunae,	his	mystical-poetic	statement	of	1917	(now	in	Mythologies),	and	on	A	Vision,	his
cosmological	system	completed	first	in	1925	and	then	in	1937.	For	Yeats,	as	for	Symons,	the	true	meaning	of	Symbolism	lay	in	the	mystical	evocation	of	infinitude.	Although	Symbolism	influenced	other	major	writers	of	the	twentieth	century	in	very	different	waysWallace	Stevens,	for	example,	discovered	there	a	precursor	to	his	secular	and	euphonic
metapoetrythe	Symbolist	image	of	the	poet	pursuing	the	essence	of	poetry	into	mystic	solitude	remained	dominant.	This	image	informed	the	two	most	influential	critical	studies	of	Symbolism	in	English:	Edmund	Wilsons	Axels	Castle	(1931),	a	study	centered	on	the	consequences	of	Yeatss	fascination	with	Villierss	drama,	and	Frank	Kermodes	Romantic
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with	nature	and	itself."	Symbolism	is	the	technique	of	describing	objects	and	imbuing	them	with	new	meanings.	Symbolism	in	poetry	adds	to	the	effect	of	the	universal	language	and	provides	multiple	levels	of	meaning	for	interpretation	by	readers.	Highlight	deeper	meanings	-	symbols	in	poems	can	be	derived	from	nature,	animals	and	religion	to
represent	people,	ideas,	and	thoughts	and	feelings	of	individuals.	It	is	the	job	of	the	poet	to	not	take	the	usage	of	symbols	lightly.	When	the	poet	uses	objects	to	represent	people	and	thoughts,	it	requires	readers	to	use	their	own	experience	and	the	knowledge	that	a	symbol	can	have	multiple	meanings.	Enhance	the	poem	-	The	use	of	symbols	enhances
the	reading	of	a	poem.	Symbols	like	the	season	of	Spring	or	cocoons	can	represent	new	life,	while	falling	leaves	and	the	end	of	the	year	represent	death.	Not	all	poets	use	symbolism	as	a	poetic	device.	Robert	Frost,	one	of	the	most	famous	American	poets,	preferred	to	use	metaphors.	Metaphors	are	devices	that	build	an	analogy	between	two	things
rather	than	having	one	thing	symbolically	represent	another	thing	not	present	in	the	poem	or	an	abstract	thought.	Frost's	poems	do	have	some	symbolism,	however.	His	most	well	known	poems,	"Stopping	by	Woods	on	a	Snowy	Evening"	and	"The	Road	Not	Taken,"	have	symbols	that	stand	for	choices	and	the	paths	people	take	in	life.	In	the	latter,	this
symbol	is	the	fork	in	the	road.	Flowers	are	a	symbol	for	a	loved	one	in	his	poem	"Rose	Pogonias."	In	that	poem	they	represent	his	wife	Elinor.	Edgar	Allen	Poe's	"The	Raven"	is	a	good	example	of	a	poem	that	has	both	easily	interpretable	symbols	and	symbols	that	require	extra	study.	Reading	and	rereading	the	poem	to	analyze	it	prove	that	the	poem
can	be	objectively	and	subjectively	approached.	The	raven	is	a	symbol	of	ill-fortune,	and	as	a	non-rational	creature	it	can	communicate	the	meaning	of	the	word	"nevermore"	more	effectively	than	any	human.	That	the	raven	lands	on	the	bust	of	Pallas	is	another	symbol,	connecting	the	nonsensical	word	"nevermore"	with	a	symbol	of	wisdom.	This	allows
the	reader	to	interpret	that	the	raven's	word	has	more	wisdom	and	meaning	than	previously	thought.	What	are	Symbols	of	Nature?Nature	and	time	are	less	recognizablebut	nonetheless	importantsymbols	in	the	poem	"The	Raven."	The	poem	is	set	at	midnight	and	in	December,	implying	that	something	is	ending,	but	also	symbolizing	a	new	beginning.
The	bad	weather	in	the	poem	also	stands	for	the	nature	of	the	man's	dark	feelings.	Knowing	what	symbols	mean	in	one	poem	allows	the	reader	to	use	this	knowledge	to	interpret	other	poems.	The	weather	or	descriptions	of	the	atmosphere	in	poems	can	be	used	to	interpret	the	more	abstract	ideas	of	inner	thoughts	and	feelings.	These	types	of	symbols
are	called	traditional	symbols,	because	they	are	common	to	many	poems.	Symbolism	in	poetry	is	a	sort	of	literary	shorthand,	used	to	convey	deeper	meanings	than	the	words	themselves	would	otherwise.	The	metrical	verse	of	poetry	is	chosen	specifically	because	of	the	larger	context	and	connections	they	can	convey	to	the	reader,	who	must	make
individual	associations	based	on	his	or	her	own	personal	experiences.	Symbolism	allows	this	to	take	place	in	poetry	by	avoiding	directly	mentioning	intent.	The	poet	attempts	to	evoke	unique	and	strong	feelings	in	the	reader	through	symbolism	in	poetry,	instead	of	direct	statements	that	would	limit	its	scope	and	the	diverse	reactions	it	could	have	on
various	audiences.	A	primary	reason	for	poetry's	ability	to	stimulate	reactions	in	the	reader	is	due	to	its	use	of	symbolism,	using	far	fewer	words	than	prose.	This	trait	of	poetry	led	to	a	widespread	movement	known	as	the	Symbolism	movement	in	France,	Russia,	and	Belgium	during	the	mid-19th	century.	It	was	a	popular	transitional	period	that
bridged	the	earlier	Romantic	period	of	the	mid-18th	century,	with	Modernism	and	Surrealism	movements	in	the	arts	of	the	early	20th	century.	Another	function	of	symbolism	in	poetry	has	been	to	hide	the	true	meaning	of	a	poem,	when	its	intention	is	to	address	taboo	subjects	of	the	day.	Charles	Baudelaire	is	considered	one	of	the	primary	founders	of
the	Symbolism	movement.	He	published	his	collection	of	poems,	Les	Fleurs	du	Mal,	or	The	Flowers	of	Evil,	in	1857,	Paris,	France.	Several	poems	in	the	collection	were	considered	obscene	by	the	authorities	for	allusions	to	such	topics	as	lesbianism,	Satanism,	and	drug	addiction,	and,	though	the	author	and	publisher	were	fined	for	promulgating	such
work,	it	sold	out	quickly.	It	also	served	as	a	great	impetus	to	other	poets	to	begin	using	symbolism	in	poetry	to	express	their	controversial	views	on	life.	The	origin	of	the	use	of	symbolism	in	poetry	arose	at	a	time	in	western	societies	when	mechanization	and	the	exploitations	of	physical	science	were	taking	root.	Ideas	about	human	perceptions	of	the
world	promoted	by	biologists	like	Charles	Darwin	and	philosophers	like	Auguste	Comte	suggested	that	nothing	was	real	except	what	could	be	perceived	by	the	senses.	Symbolist	poets	felt	that	this	degraded	the	mystical	and	spiritual	aspect	of	human	existence.	Poetry's	use	of	symbolism	both	then	and	now	has	been	a	direct	attempt	to	maintain	the
legitimacy	of	inner	life	and	contemplation	that	goes	beyond	what	can	be	quantified	or	given	a	dollar	value.	Due	to	these	roots	in	the	founding	of	symbolism	in	poetry,	the	arena	has	continued	to	focus	on	valuing	ethereal	concepts	such	as	love,	the	meaning	of	life,	and	changing	cultural	values	over	measurable	facts	attained	through	strict	reasoning.
This	allows	symbolism	to	be	expressed	in	a	wide	variety	of	formats,	from	lyrical	poems	that	can	be	sung	or	played	on	musical	instruments	to	free	association	poems	that,	on	the	surface,	may	appear	nonsensical	until	thought	about	more	deeply.	The	genre	has	also	had	a	traditional	focus	on	the	dark	side	of	human	nature,	using	symbolism	in	an	attempt
to	bring	to	light	aspects	of	human	existence	that	are	often	carefully	buried	by	all	other	expressions	in	human	culture.	Language	&	Humanities	is	dedicated	to	providing	accurate	and	trustworthy	information.	We	carefully	select	reputable	sources	and	employ	a	rigorous	fact-checking	process	to	maintain	the	highest	standards.	To	learn	more	about	our
commitment	to	accuracy,	read	our	editorial	process.	
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