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The Egyptian God Seth is also known as the god of chaos. According to popular Egyptian mythology it would certainly seem that he created plenty of mayhem. Scholars believe Seth's cult was one of the oldest in Egypt. Some pharaohs honored him and used his name as part of theirs during certain periods. The Egyptians' concept of Seth changed over
time. At first, the Egyptians saw Seth as a beneficial god. They believed he lived in the realm of the blessed dead. Seth was a god the Egyptians prayed to so he would help their dead family members. After a time, the priests of Horus came into conflict with Seths adherents. Scholars believe Horus followers subjugated Seths. Then Seths role in the
Pantheon changed. He became the polar opposite of Horus. The Egyptians saw Seth as the god of darkness and chaos. He was also the lord of the desert. Seth became the god of the unclean and an opponent of several gods. Opposing priests destroyed most of Seths statuary. He was the personification of drought. As lord of the desert and drought,
Seth was an opponent of everything that gave life. The Egyptians also saw him as a storm and war god. The Egyptians associated Seth with the planet Mercury. The Egyptians associated the color red with Seth. They reviled people with red skin and, sometimes, killed animals with red fur. What forms did the Egyptian god Seth take? Astra Nilsson -
Relief of God Seth The Egyptians usually depicted Seth as a man with the head of a fantastic animal that they called the Seth animal. It had a pointed snout, tall, rectangular ears and a thin canine body with a long forked tail. The Seth animals body had fur tufts in the shape of inverted arrows. Seths images show him holding an ankh in one hand and a
was staff in the other. The was staff was a long staff with a forked bottom and the head of the Seth animal on top. The Egyptians also associated Seth with different animals and he was sometimes depicted as one of them. The animals include the boar, the antelope, the crocodile and the ass. Some Egyptians also associated him with poisonous
creatures, like snakes and scorpions. In some myths, Seth took the form of a hippopotamus. Family Father: Geb, the god of the earth Mother: Nut, the goddess of the sky Brother: Osiris, god of the underworld, vegetation and fertility Sister: Isis, goddess of magic, marriage and wisdom Sister/Consort: Nephthys, goddess of darkness and decay Brother:
Haroeris (Horus the Elder), a sky god Nephew: Horus the Younger, sun god and patron god of the pharaoh Nephew/Son: Anubis, god of the dead and funerals Other Consorts: Anat and Astarte The Egyptians saw Horus as possessing different identities but the line between them blurred. Thus, Horus was, in different forms, both the brother and
nephew of Seth. Some legends named Seth as the father of Anubis but others named Osiris as Anubis father. Seth helped Ra the sun god In some myths, Seth opposed Ra and fought against him. This was not true in every myth. Some stories stated that Seth helped Ra. In these tales, he was a warrior on Ras sun boat who defended the boat against
Apophis, the chaos serpent. Some stories said that Seth was put on the prow of the sun boat to fight Apophis. Conflict with Horus Seths conflicts with Horus can be divided between those with Haroeris and those with Horus the Younger. Seths fight with Haroeris was for the throne of the gods. Seth had usurped the throne which Haroeris argued was
his. In one form of the myth, Haroeris and Seth went before the Divine Tribunal to argue their positions. Another form of this myth involved Horus the Younger (see below). Isis used her wisdom to sway the Tribunal towards Haroeris. Seth got angry and insisted that the Tribunal ban Isis. The Tribunal kicked her out but she slipped back in disguise.
Isis tricked Seth into admitting he was a usurper and the Tribunal began to favor Horus. The meaning of the next part of the legend is unclear today. Jodi Kurtz - Reliefs at Edfu, story of Seth and Horus The Tribunal gave the throne to Haroeris. Seths fate differs depending on the myth. In some myths, the Tribunal game him to Isis as a prisoner. Other
myths say Seth was put on the sun boats prow to battle Apophis and his forces. Horus the Youngers conflict with Seth hinges on the formers role as an avenger. Seth wanted the throne of the gods, which belonged to his brother, Osiris. This was before the birth of Horus who, in this myth, was the son of Osiris and Isis. Seth murdered Osiris to gain his
throne. The method of this murder differs depending on the source of the story. Most Egyptian copies just say that Seth drowned Osiris. The Greco-Roman copies are much more elaborate. They begin with Seth building a sarcophagus that fitted Osiris exactly. Then Seth tricked his brother into getting inside the sarcophagus. He then sealed the coffin
and threw it into the Nile. Isis recovered Osiris body but Seth stopped her before she could restore her husband to life. Seth then cut up Osiris body and spread the pieces throughout Egypt. Isis and Nephthys recovered all the pieces of Osiris body but one which a fish ate. Isis managed to bring Osiris back for one night during which she conceived
Horus. She hid Horus from Seth while he was growing into adulthood. Seth tried to kill Horus while he was a boy but the attempts failed. When Horus grew up, he fought Seth to avenge his father. The conflict lasted for decades. Finally, Seth turned into a hippopotamus and tried to destroy Horus boat. Horus speared Seth but the other gods stopped
him from destroying his uncle. This was how Horus avenged Osiris' murder and gained the throne of the gods. Karen Green - Depiction of Horus defeating Seth Worship of Seth The pharaohs respected Seth and his power. Seth was one of the Two Lords (Horus was the other) who gave the king power and authority. Some pharaohs, like Seti I, were
named for Seth. Other pharaohs used the Seth animal as part of their emblem. Two major festivals were associated with Seth. One was one of the five Intercalary days, the days right before the New Year began. These were the days when the five Osirian gods (Osiris, Horus, Seth, Isis and Nephthys) were born. The Egyptians honored each of them on
their birthday. The other festival involved a ritual reenactment. Either the pharaoh or a priest would spear a model of a hippopotamus. Then the people cut up and ate a cake shaped like a hippopotamus. This festival reenacted Horus defeat of Seth. Temples One of the centers of Seths worship was Tukh or Ombos. Most of the temple is now a ruin but
what remains dates to the New Kingdom period. One object found there was a huge was scepter that Amenhotep III dedicated to Seth. This is the largest faience object ever found in Egypt. Avaris, the capital of the Hyksos, was another center of Seths worship. The Hyksos were a group of Asiatics who ruled Egypt during the Second Intermediate
Period. They worshiped Seth because they associated him with their chief god, a storm god. During this time, two Hyksos goddesses, Anat and Astarte, were Seths consorts. Seth as a Villain God In many Egyptian myths, Seth was an adversary of different gods. But calling him a villain might be a misunderstanding. The Egyptians had a religion based
on duality. All their gods had to have an opposite. Seth was the opposite of several other major gods. Seth was Horus opposite. He was the darkness to Horus light and chaos to Horus order. Seths existence was necessary so Horus could also exist. In this matter, he was not seen as a villain by the Egyptians. Depiction of Seth battling Apohis Seth was
also Osiris opposite. As lord of the desert and drought, Seth opposed his brother. Osiris was the lord of vegetation and fertility. Both gods were vital to maintaining order in Egypt. At times, Seth was the opposite of the god Ra. Ra was a god of order and Seth was the god of chaos. Some myths have them battling nightly and Ra emerging victorious.
Certain of these myths equated Seth with Apophis. Other stories say Seth fought for Ra against Apophis. Artifacts of Seth Most of the artifacts associated with Seth are images carved on temples. These images also relate the myths associate with Seth. Scholars found was scepters in some of Seths temples. These were dedicated to the god by the
pharaoh or other worshipers. The God Seth Facts Seth was the God of chaos, darkness, the desert and drought. The Egyptians had a religion of duality and Seth was the opposite of three other major gods; Osiris, Horus and Ra. Two of the centers of Seths worship were at Ombos and Avaris. Seth was one of the five Osirian gods. He murdered Osiris,
whose son, Horus, later defeated him. The Egyptians associated the color red with Seth. Two of his main emblems were a mythical beast (the Seth animal) and the was scepter. The Ancient Egyptian Gods Ancient Egypt Temples The battle between ancient Egyptian gods Horus and Seth is arguably the fiercest rivalry in ancient Egyptian mythology.
The story, which is primarily found in both the Osiris myth and the Contendings of Horus and Seth, occupied a very important spot in ancient Egypt as it was wrapped in themes of kingship and succession.How did this rivalry begin? And which god came out victorious? Below World History Edu explores all the major myths surrounding the struggle
between Horus and Seth.Who is Horus?Horus shown as a falcon-headed man wearing the double crown of Egypt, also known as the pschent (i.e. the red and white crown) which symbolizes the pharaohs dominion over Lower and Upper Egypt. Osiris, Horus father, was brutally murdered by his younger brother Seth, and his body chopped up and then
thrown into the Nile.Horus ancient Egyptian god of kingship and the sky was usually depicted as a falcon or a man with a flacon head. It is believed that Horus was born to Isis, the Egyptian mother goddess, and Osiris, the Lord of the Underworld. After Osiris is briefly brought back to life, Isis lay with him and conceives Horus. In the Osiris myth,
Osiris, the ruler of Egypt, was cowardly murdered by his brother Seth, who then seized the throne. Upon hearing of Isis pregnancy, Seth sent his goons to track and kill both Isis and Horus. Isis therefore had to go into hiding in order to keep both herself and her unborn child safe. The mother and child are believed to have hid in the swampy area of
the Nile Delta.With the help of a few protective spells and the support she received from Egyptian deities like Nephthys and Thoth, Isis safely gave birth to Horus. According to the myth, Isis, who was well-versed in magic, kept the young Horus away from the evil eyes and demonic spirits sent by her brother Seth to harm Horus.Who is Seth? Seth, also
known as the Lord of the Red Land, is thegodofdeserts, storms, strife, disorder, violence, and foreigners inancient Egyptian religion.As stated in the introduction, Seth (also Set) the ancient Egyptian god of chaos and the desert region is the murderer and brother of Osiris in ancient Egyptian religion. After usurping the throne, Seth ruled in a very
tyrannical manner, bringing a cloud of darkness over the land of Egypt. The Egyptians secretly longed for the coming of Horus, whom they believed would take back throne and end Seths reign. Mindful of this, Seth tried very hard to get rid of the baby Horus. His search for Horus proved futile, as Horus mother had placed her son under very powerful
spells that kept him out of reach of Sets evil gaze.Horus versus SethOnce Horus entered into adulthood, he came out of hiding and marched forth to challenge Seth. His goal was to take the throne of Egypt, which rightfully saw as his birth right. Horus, having been told by his mother about the immense suffering of Egyptians under the reign of Seth,
decided to do something fast about the situation.The falcon-headed god Horus went toe-to-toe with his uncle Seth on numerous occasions. In all those contendings, the two deities proved evenly matched.In one very bizarre struggle, Seth even tried to sleep with Horus. To this day, archaeologists are left befuddled as to why Seth tried to inseminate his
seamen into Horus. According to the myth, Horus catches the seamen and casts it in the river. Horus then responds by smearing his own seamen on some lettuces and sets them before Seth. Since the lettuce was Seths favorite food, the god of chaos quickly munched on it.With no outright winner in the struggle, the two gods decided to put their case
before the elder gods (i.e. the Ennead). The panel of gods, which included the likes of sun god Ra, Geb, Tefnut and Shu, listened carefully to both sides. First, they allowed Seth to make his submissions and the reasons why he claimed to be the rightful king of Egypt. Thinking that his seamen was in Horus, Seth called his seamen to bear witness for
him; however, and to Seths surprise, the seamen responded from the river. As a result, Seths claim took a slight hit.Horus versus Seth | According to the myth, Horus and Seth fought each other over the throne of Egypt for more than eighty years.The gods then presented Horus with a chance to defend his claim to the throne. Horus called out to his
seamen as witness, and they responded from inside Seth.In spite of those testimonies, the gods struggled to pass a verdict. Therefore, they ordered Horus and Seth to settle the conflict by having a boat race. The two gods were to race each other in a boat carved out of stone.In an effort to secure an advantage, Horus secretly carved his boat out of
wood and then later painted it to have the look of stone. As expected, Seths boat sank right to the bottom of the river as the boat was made of real stone. Horus boat, on the other hand, kept rowing and crossed the finish line.Seth conceded defeat and with immediate effect relinquished the Egyptian throne to Horus, much to the complete excitement
of all Egyptians. The land of Egypt had for years been longing for the true heir of Osiris Horus to be crowned pharaoh.Upon his coronation, Horus took his mother Isis as consort. Together with Isis, Horus ushered Egypt into an age of peace and prosperity.As for Seth, the Egyptian god of chaos continued serving as the ruler of the desert regions
beyond Upper Egypt. This explains why Seth was sometimes known as the god of the foreign lands and desert region.SignificanceThe story of the conflict between Egyptian gods Horus and Seth held a lot of significance to the Egyptians because it symbolized not just kingship but also the customary rules that govern inheritance for kingship in the
kingdom. Following Horus triumph over Seth, father-to-son pattern of inheritance was established for the throne of ancient Egypt. Thus Horus was declared the rightful heir to his father Osiris.This story also reinforces the importance of the Egyptian triad of royalty, i.e. Osiris, Horus and Isis. In that triad, and with Isis serving as the kings mother,
Horus is seen as the king in life while Osiris is the dead king who rules the afterlife. READ MORE: More on Horus and SethSet (left) and Horus (right) adore Pharaoh Ramesses in the small temple at Abu Simbel in Upper EgyptIn some versions of the myth, Horus and Seth settled their grievances by dividing Egypt between them. Horus ruled over the
rich and fertile regions around the Nile River; while Seth had dominion over the sandy and infertile desert region.Where as Seth was the Lord of the Red Land, Horus was the Lord of the Black Land. The Egyptians often used black to symbolize fertility. This perhaps comes from the black rich silt sediments deposited by the Nile on the farm lands of
the inhabitants. Set as the Lord of the Red Land is in reference to him being the ruler of the deserts.Seth is not depicted in the myths as an all-out evil character. He did have some positive sides. Seth accompanies Ra whenever he travels (on the sun barque) through the underworld. Seth stands brave and fights of Apep (or Apophis), the monstrous
serpent of Chaos. It is safe to say that without the help of Seth, the lord fo the Red land, Ra most likely does not come out of the underworld every day.In many ways, the conflict between Horus and Set is symbolic to the division that exited in ancient Egypt at some point when Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt were not united. Horus was generally
associated with Lower Egypt, while Seth was seen as the patron of Upper Egypt.According to the myth, Horus and Seth fought each other over the throne of Egypt for more than eighty years.The ancient Egyptians believed that the pharaoh was the manifestation of Horus in life and Osiris in the afterlife. As the sky god, Horus was considered a very
powerful deity in the Egyptian pantheon. His right eye was believed to be the Sun, while his left eye the moon.Seth was the patron god of Upper Egypt, while Horus was the patron of Lower Egypt.After defeating Seth, Horus came to be known as Horus the Great or Horus the Elder.In one of their battles, Horus struck at Seths testicle; while Seth
gouged out Horus eye. The eye was later restored following Horus coronation as king of Egypt.The left eye of Horus was known as the Wadjet, meaning the whole, completed, or uninjured eye. Its also been said that the Eye of Horus symbolized protection and royalty. With regard to the former, Egyptians believed that they Eye of Horus warded of evil
spirits.Ancient Egyptian deities like Wadjet, Bastet, Mut, and Hathor were often associated with the Eye of Horus, i.e. the all-seeing eye. The battle between ancient Egyptian gods Horus and Seth is arguably the fiercest rivalry in ancient Egyptian mythology. The story, which is primarily found in both the Osiris myth and the Contendings of Horus and
Seth, occupied a very important spot in ancient Egypt as it was wrapped in themes of kingship and succession.How did this rivalry begin? And which god came out victorious? Below World History Edu explores all the major myths surrounding the struggle between Horus and Seth.Who is Horus?Horus shown as a falcon-headed man wearing the
double crown of Egypt, also known as the pschent (i.e. the red and white crown) which symbolizes the pharaohs dominion over Lower and Upper Egypt. Osiris, Horus father, was brutally murdered by his younger brother Seth, and his body chopped up and then thrown into the Nile.Horus ancient Egyptian god of kingship and the sky was usually
depicted as a falcon or a man with a flacon head. It is believed that Horus was born to Isis, the Egyptian mother goddess, and Osiris, the Lord of the Underworld. After Osiris is briefly brought back to life, Isis lay with him and conceives Horus. In the Osiris myth, Osiris, the ruler of Egypt, was cowardly murdered by his brother Seth, who then seized
the throne. Upon hearing of Isis pregnancy, Seth sent his goons to track and kill both Isis and Horus. Isis therefore had to go into hiding in order to keep both herself and her unborn child safe. The mother and child are believed to have hid in the swampy area of the Nile Delta.With the help of a few protective spells and the support she received from
Egyptian deities like Nephthys and Thoth, Isis safely gave birth to Horus. According to the myth, Isis, who was well-versed in magic, kept the young Horus away from the evil eyes and demonic spirits sent by her brother Seth to harm Horus.Who is Seth? Seth, also known as the Lord of the Red Land, is thegodofdeserts, storms, strife, disorder,
violence, and foreigners inancient Egyptian religion.As stated in the introduction, Seth (also Set) the ancient Egyptian god of chaos and the desert region is the murderer and brother of Osiris in ancient Egyptian religion. After usurping the throne, Seth ruled in a very tyrannical manner, bringing a cloud of darkness over the land of Egypt. The
Egyptians secretly longed for the coming of Horus, whom they believed would take back throne and end Seths reign. Mindful of this, Seth tried very hard to get rid of the baby Horus. His search for Horus proved futile, as Horus mother had placed her son under very powerful spells that kept him out of reach of Sets evil gaze.Horus versus SethOnce
Horus entered into adulthood, he came out of hiding and marched forth to challenge Seth. His goal was to take the throne of Egypt, which rightfully saw as his birth right. Horus, having been told by his mother about the immense suffering of Egyptians under the reign of Seth, decided to do something fast about the situation.The falcon-headed god
Horus went toe-to-toe with his uncle Seth on numerous occasions. In all those contendings, the two deities proved evenly matched.In one very bizarre struggle, Seth even tried to sleep with Horus. To this day, archaeologists are left befuddled as to why Seth tried to inseminate his seamen into Horus. According to the myth, Horus catches the seamen
and casts it in the river. Horus then responds by smearing his own seamen on some lettuces and sets them before Seth. Since the lettuce was Seths favorite food, the god of chaos quickly munched on it.With no outright winner in the struggle, the two gods decided to put their case before the elder gods (i.e. the Ennead). The panel of gods, which
included the likes of sun god Ra, Geb, Tefnut and Shu, listened carefully to both sides. First, they allowed Seth to make his submissions and the reasons why he claimed to be the rightful king of Egypt. Thinking that his seamen was in Horus, Seth called his seamen to bear witness for him; however, and to Seths surprise, the seamen responded from
the river. As a result, Seths claim took a slight hit.Horus versus Seth | According to the myth, Horus and Seth fought each other over the throne of Egypt for more than eighty years.The gods then presented Horus with a chance to defend his claim to the throne. Horus called out to his seamen as witness, and they responded from inside Seth.In spite of
those testimonies, the gods struggled to pass a verdict. Therefore, they ordered Horus and Seth to settle the conflict by having a boat race. The two gods were to race each other in a boat carved out of stone.In an effort to secure an advantage, Horus secretly carved his boat out of wood and then later painted it to have the look of stone. As expected,
Seths boat sank right to the bottom of the river as the boat was made of real stone. Horus boat, on the other hand, kept rowing and crossed the finish line.Seth conceded defeat and with immediate effect relinquished the Egyptian throne to Horus, much to the complete excitement of all Egyptians. The land of Egypt had for years been longing for the
true heir of Osiris Horus to be crowned pharaoh.Upon his coronation, Horus took his mother Isis as consort. Together with Isis, Horus ushered Egypt into an age of peace and prosperity.As for Seth, the Egyptian god of chaos continued serving as the ruler of the desert regions beyond Upper Egypt. This explains why Seth was sometimes known as the
god of the foreign lands and desert region.SignificanceThe story of the conflict between Egyptian gods Horus and Seth held a lot of significance to the Egyptians because it symbolized not just kingship but also the customary rules that govern inheritance for kingship in the kingdom. Following Horus triumph over Seth, father-to-son pattern of
inheritance was established for the throne of ancient Egypt. Thus Horus was declared the rightful heir to his father Osiris.This story also reinforces the importance of the Egyptian triad of royalty, i.e. Osiris, Horus and Isis. In that triad, and with Isis serving as the kings mother, Horus is seen as the king in life while Osiris is the dead king who rules
the afterlife. READ MORE: More on Horus and SethSet (left) and Horus (right) adore Pharaoh Ramesses in the small temple at Abu Simbel in Upper EgyptIn some versions of the myth, Horus and Seth settled their grievances by dividing Egypt between them. Horus ruled over the rich and fertile regions around the Nile River; while Seth had dominion
over the sandy and infertile desert region.Where as Seth was the Lord of the Red Land, Horus was the Lord of the Black Land. The Egyptians often used black to symbolize fertility. This perhaps comes from the black rich silt sediments deposited by the Nile on the farm lands of the inhabitants. Set as the Lord of the Red Land is in reference to him
being the ruler of the deserts.Seth is not depicted in the myths as an all-out evil character. He did have some positive sides. Seth accompanies Ra whenever he travels (on the sun barque) through the underworld. Seth stands brave and fights of Apep (or Apophis), the monstrous serpent of Chaos. It is safe to say that without the help of Seth, the lord
fo the Red land, Ra most likely does not come out of the underworld every day.In many ways, the conflict between Horus and Set is symbolic to the division that exited in ancient Egypt at some point when Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt were not united. Horus was generally associated with Lower Egypt, while Seth was seen as the patron of Upper
Egypt.According to the myth, Horus and Seth fought each other over the throne of Egypt for more than eighty years.The ancient Egyptians believed that the pharaoh was the manifestation of Horus in life and Osiris in the afterlife. As the sky god, Horus was considered a very powerful deity in the Egyptian pantheon. His right eye was believed to be
the Sun, while his left eye the moon.Seth was the patron god of Upper Egypt, while Horus was the patron of Lower Egypt.After defeating Seth, Horus came to be known as Horus the Great or Horus the Elder.In one of their battles, Horus struck at Seths testicle; while Seth gouged out Horus eye. The eye was later restored following Horus coronation
as king of Egypt.The left eye of Horus was known as the Wadjet, meaning the whole, completed, or uninjured eye. Its also been said that the Eye of Horus symbolized protection and royalty. With regard to the former, Egyptians believed that they Eye of Horus warded of evil spirits.Ancient Egyptian deities like Wadjet, Bastet, Mut, and Hathor were
often associated with the Eye of Horus, i.e. the all-seeing eye. The battle between ancient Egyptian gods Horus and Seth is arguably the fiercest rivalry in ancient Egyptian mythology. The story, which is primarily found in both the Osiris myth and the Contendings of Horus and Seth, occupied a very important spot in ancient Egypt as it was wrapped
in themes of kingship and succession.How did this rivalry begin? And which god came out victorious? Below World History Edu explores all the major myths surrounding the struggle between Horus and Seth.Who is Horus?Horus shown as a falcon-headed man wearing the double crown of Egypt, also known as the pschent (i.e. the red and white
crown) which symbolizes the pharaohs dominion over Lower and Upper Egypt. Osiris, Horus father, was brutally murdered by his younger brother Seth, and his body chopped up and then thrown into the Nile.Horus ancient Egyptian god of kingship and the sky was usually depicted as a falcon or a man with a flacon head. It is believed that Horus was
born to Isis, the Egyptian mother goddess, and Osiris, the Lord of the Underworld. After Osiris is briefly brought back to life, Isis lay with him and conceives Horus. In the Osiris myth, Osiris, the ruler of Egypt, was cowardly murdered by his brother Seth, who then seized the throne. Upon hearing of Isis pregnancy, Seth sent his goons to track and kill
both Isis and Horus. Isis therefore had to go into hiding in order to keep both herself and her unborn child safe. The mother and child are believed to have hid in the swampy area of the Nile Delta.With the help of a few protective spells and the support she received from Egyptian deities like Nephthys and Thoth, Isis safely gave birth to Horus.
According to the myth, Isis, who was well-versed in magic, kept the young Horus away from the evil eyes and demonic spirits sent by her brother Seth to harm Horus.Who is Seth? Seth, also known as the Lord of the Red Land, is thegodofdeserts, storms, strife, disorder, violence, and foreigners inancient Egyptian religion.As stated in the introduction,
Seth (also Set) the ancient Egyptian god of chaos and the desert region is the murderer and brother of Osiris in ancient Egyptian religion. After usurping the throne, Seth ruled in a very tyrannical manner, bringing a cloud of darkness over the land of Egypt. The Egyptians secretly longed for the coming of Horus, whom they believed would take back
throne and end Seths reign. Mindful of this, Seth tried very hard to get rid of the baby Horus. His search for Horus proved futile, as Horus mother had placed her son under very powerful spells that kept him out of reach of Sets evil gaze.Horus versus SethOnce Horus entered into adulthood, he came out of hiding and marched forth to challenge Seth.
His goal was to take the throne of Egypt, which rightfully saw as his birth right. Horus, having been told by his mother about the immense suffering of Egyptians under the reign of Seth, decided to do something fast about the situation.The falcon-headed god Horus went toe-to-toe with his uncle Seth on numerous occasions. In all those contendings,
the two deities proved evenly matched.In one very bizarre struggle, Seth even tried to sleep with Horus. To this day, archaeologists are left befuddled as to why Seth tried to inseminate his seamen into Horus. According to the myth, Horus catches the seamen and casts it in the river. Horus then responds by smearing his own seamen on some lettuces
and sets them before Seth. Since the lettuce was Seths favorite food, the god of chaos quickly munched on it.With no outright winner in the struggle, the two gods decided to put their case before the elder gods (i.e. the Ennead). The panel of gods, which included the likes of sun god Ra, Geb, Tefnut and Shu, listened carefully to both sides. First, they
allowed Seth to make his submissions and the reasons why he claimed to be the rightful king of Egypt. Thinking that his seamen was in Horus, Seth called his seamen to bear witness for him; however, and to Seths surprise, the seamen responded from the river. As a result, Seths claim took a slight hit.Horus versus Seth | According to the myth, Horus
and Seth fought each other over the throne of Egypt for more than eighty years.The gods then presented Horus with a chance to defend his claim to the throne. Horus called out to his seamen as witness, and they responded from inside Seth.In spite of those testimonies, the gods struggled to pass a verdict. Therefore, they ordered Horus and Seth to
settle the conflict by having a boat race. The two gods were to race each other in a boat carved out of stone.In an effort to secure an advantage, Horus secretly carved his boat out of wood and then later painted it to have the look of stone. As expected, Seths boat sank right to the bottom of the river as the boat was made of real stone. Horus boat, on
the other hand, kept rowing and crossed the finish line.Seth conceded defeat and with immediate effect relinquished the Egyptian throne to Horus, much to the complete excitement of all Egyptians. The land of Egypt had for years been longing for the true heir of Osiris Horus to be crowned pharaoh.Upon his coronation, Horus took his mother Isis as
consort. Together with Isis, Horus ushered Egypt into an age of peace and prosperity.As for Seth, the Egyptian god of chaos continued serving as the ruler of the desert regions beyond Upper Egypt. This explains why Seth was sometimes known as the god of the foreign lands and desert region.SignificanceThe story of the conflict between Egyptian
gods Horus and Seth held a lot of significance to the Egyptians because it symbolized not just kingship but also the customary rules that govern inheritance for kingship in the kingdom. Following Horus triumph over Seth, father-to-son pattern of inheritance was established for the throne of ancient Egypt. Thus Horus was declared the rightful heir to
his father Osiris.This story also reinforces the importance of the Egyptian triad of royalty, i.e. Osiris, Horus and Isis. In that triad, and with Isis serving as the kings mother, Horus is seen as the king in life while Osiris is the dead king who rules the afterlife. READ MORE: More on Horus and SethSet (left) and Horus (right) adore Pharaoh Ramesses in
the small temple at Abu Simbel in Upper Egyptln some versions of the myth, Horus and Seth settled their grievances by dividing Egypt between them. Horus ruled over the rich and fertile regions around the Nile River; while Seth had dominion over the sandy and infertile desert region.Where as Seth was the Lord of the Red Land, Horus was the Lord
of the Black Land. The Egyptians often used black to symbolize fertility. This perhaps comes from the black rich silt sediments deposited by the Nile on the farm lands of the inhabitants. Set as the Lord of the Red Land is in reference to him being the ruler of the deserts.Seth is not depicted in the myths as an all-out evil character. He did have some
positive sides. Seth accompanies Ra whenever he travels (on the sun barque) through the underworld. Seth stands brave and fights of Apep (or Apophis), the monstrous serpent of Chaos. It is safe to say that without the help of Seth, the lord fo the Red land, Ra most likely does not come out of the underworld every day.In many ways, the conflict
between Horus and Set is symbolic to the division that exited in ancient Egypt at some point when Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt were not united. Horus was generally associated with Lower Egypt, while Seth was seen as the patron of Upper Egypt.According to the myth, Horus and Seth fought each other over the throne of Egypt for more than eighty
years.The ancient Egyptians believed that the pharaoh was the manifestation of Horus in life and Osiris in the afterlife. As the sky god, Horus was considered a very powerful deity in the Egyptian pantheon. His right eye was believed to be the Sun, while his left eye the moon.Seth was the patron god of Upper Egypt, while Horus was the patron of
Lower Egypt.After defeating Seth, Horus came to be known as Horus the Great or Horus the Elder.In one of their battles, Horus struck at Seths testicle; while Seth gouged out Horus eye. The eye was later restored following Horus coronation as king of Egypt.The left eye of Horus was known as the Wadjet, meaning the whole, completed, or uninjured
eye. Its also been said that the Eye of Horus symbolized protection and royalty. With regard to the former, Egyptians believed that they Eye of Horus warded of evil spirits.Ancient Egyptian deities like Wadjet, Bastet, Mut, and Hathor were often associated with the Eye of Horus, i.e. the all-seeing eye. The battle between ancient Egyptian gods Horus
and Seth is arguably the fiercest rivalry in ancient Egyptian mythology. The story, which is primarily found in both the Osiris myth and the Contendings of Horus and Seth, occupied a very important spot in ancient Egypt as it was wrapped in themes of kingship and succession.How did this rivalry begin? And which god came out victorious? Below
World History Edu explores all the major myths surrounding the struggle between Horus and Seth.Who is Horus?Horus shown as a falcon-headed man wearing the double crown of Egypt, also known as the pschent (i.e. the red and white crown) which symbolizes the pharaohs dominion over Lower and Upper Egypt. Osiris, Horus father, was brutally
murdered by his younger brother Seth, and his body chopped up and then thrown into the Nile.Horus ancient Egyptian god of kingship and the sky was usually depicted as a falcon or a man with a flacon head. It is believed that Horus was born to Isis, the Egyptian mother goddess, and Osiris, the Lord of the Underworld. After Osiris is briefly brought
back to life, Isis lay with him and conceives Horus. In the Osiris myth, Osiris, the ruler of Egypt, was cowardly murdered by his brother Seth, who then seized the throne. Upon hearing of Isis pregnancy, Seth sent his goons to track and kill both Isis and Horus. Isis therefore had to go into hiding in order to keep both herself and her unborn child safe.
The mother and child are believed to have hid in the swampy area of the Nile Delta.With the help of a few protective spells and the support she received from Egyptian deities like Nephthys and Thoth, Isis safely gave birth to Horus. According to the myth, Isis, who was well-versed in magic, kept the young Horus away from the evil eyes and demonic
spirits sent by her brother Seth to harm Horus.Who is Seth? Seth, also known as the Lord of the Red Land, is thegodofdeserts, storms, strife, disorder, violence, and foreigners inancient Egyptian religion.As stated in the introduction, Seth (also Set) the ancient Egyptian god of chaos and the desert region is the murderer and brother of Osiris in
ancient Egyptian religion. After usurping the throne, Seth ruled in a very tyrannical manner, bringing a cloud of darkness over the land of Egypt. The Egyptians secretly longed for the coming of Horus, whom they believed would take back throne and end Seths reign. Mindful of this, Seth tried very hard to get rid of the baby Horus. His search for
Horus proved futile, as Horus mother had placed her son under very powerful spells that kept him out of reach of Sets evil gaze.Horus versus SethOnce Horus entered into adulthood, he came out of hiding and marched forth to challenge Seth. His goal was to take the throne of Egypt, which rightfully saw as his birth right. Horus, having been told by
his mother about the immense suffering of Egyptians under the reign of Seth, decided to do something fast about the situation.The falcon-headed god Horus went toe-to-toe with his uncle Seth on numerous occasions. In all those contendings, the two deities proved evenly matched.In one very bizarre struggle, Seth even tried to sleep with Horus. To
this day, archaeologists are left befuddled as to why Seth tried to inseminate his seamen into Horus. According to the myth, Horus catches the seamen and casts it in the river. Horus then responds by smearing his own seamen on some lettuces and sets them before Seth. Since the lettuce was Seths favorite food, the god of chaos quickly munched on
it.With no outright winner in the struggle, the two gods decided to put their case before the elder gods (i.e. the Ennead). The panel of gods, which included the likes of sun god Ra, Geb, Tefnut and Shu, listened carefully to both sides. First, they allowed Seth to make his submissions and the reasons why he claimed to be the rightful king of Egypt.
Thinking that his seamen was in Horus, Seth called his seamen to bear witness for him; however, and to Seths surprise, the seamen responded from the river. As a result, Seths claim took a slight hit.Horus versus Seth | According to the myth, Horus and Seth fought each other over the throne of Egypt for more than eighty years.The gods then
presented Horus with a chance to defend his claim to the throne. Horus called out to his seamen as witness, and they responded from inside Seth.In spite of those testimonies, the gods struggled to pass a verdict. Therefore, they ordered Horus and Seth to settle the conflict by having a boat race. The two gods were to race each other in a boat carved
out of stone.In an effort to secure an advantage, Horus secretly carved his boat out of wood and then later painted it to have the look of stone. As expected, Seths boat sank right to the bottom of the river as the boat was made of real stone. Horus boat, on the other hand, kept rowing and crossed the finish line.Seth conceded defeat and with
immediate effect relinquished the Egyptian throne to Horus, much to the complete excitement of all Egyptians. The land of Egypt had for years been longing for the true heir of Osiris Horus to be crowned pharaoh.Upon his coronation, Horus took his mother Isis as consort. Together with Isis, Horus ushered Egypt into an age of peace and
prosperity.As for Seth, the Egyptian god of chaos continued serving as the ruler of the desert regions beyond Upper Egypt. This explains why Seth was sometimes known as the god of the foreign lands and desert region.SignificanceThe story of the conflict between Egyptian gods Horus and Seth held a lot of significance to the Egyptians because it
symbolized not just kingship but also the customary rules that govern inheritance for kingship in the kingdom. Following Horus triumph over Seth, father-to-son pattern of inheritance was established for the throne of ancient Egypt. Thus Horus was declared the rightful heir to his father Osiris.This story also reinforces the importance of the Egyptian
triad of royalty, i.e. Osiris, Horus and Isis. In that triad, and with Isis serving as the kings mother, Horus is seen as the king in life while Osiris is the dead king who rules the afterlife. READ MORE: More on Horus and SethSet (left) and Horus (right) adore Pharaoh Ramesses in the small temple at Abu Simbel in Upper EgyptIn some versions of the
myth, Horus and Seth settled their grievances by dividing Egypt between them. Horus ruled over the rich and fertile regions around the Nile River; while Seth had dominion over the sandy and infertile desert region.Where as Seth was the Lord of the Red Land, Horus was the Lord of the Black Land. The Egyptians often used black to symbolize
fertility. This perhaps comes from the black rich silt sediments deposited by the Nile on the farm lands of the inhabitants. Set as the Lord of the Red Land is in reference to him being the ruler of the deserts.Seth is not depicted in the myths as an all-out evil character. He did have some positive sides. Seth accompanies Ra whenever he travels (on the
sun barque) through the underworld. Seth stands brave and fights of Apep (or Apophis), the monstrous serpent of Chaos. It is safe to say that without the help of Seth, the lord fo the Red land, Ra most likely does not come out of the underworld every day.In many ways, the conflict between Horus and Set is symbolic to the division that exited in
ancient Egypt at some point when Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt were not united. Horus was generally associated with Lower Egypt, while Seth was seen as the patron of Upper Egypt.According to the myth, Horus and Seth fought each other over the throne of Egypt for more than eighty years.The ancient Egyptians believed that the pharaoh was the
manifestation of Horus in life and Osiris in the afterlife. As the sky god, Horus was considered a very powerful deity in the Egyptian pantheon. His right eye was believed to be the Sun, while his left eye the moon.Seth was the patron god of Upper Egypt, while Horus was the patron of Lower Egypt.After defeating Seth, Horus came to be known as
Horus the Great or Horus the Elder.In one of their battles, Horus struck at Seths testicle; while Seth gouged out Horus eye. The eye was later restored following Horus coronation as king of Egypt.The left eye of Horus was known as the Wadjet, meaning the whole, completed, or uninjured eye. Its also been said that the Eye of Horus symbolized
protection and royalty. With regard to the former, Egyptians believed that they Eye of Horus warded of evil spirits.Ancient Egyptian deities like Wadjet, Bastet, Mut, and Hathor were often associated with the Eye of Horus, i.e. the all-seeing eye. I. IntroductionThe Battle of Horus and Seth stands as one of the most significant narratives in Egyptian
mythology, encapsulating the timeless conflict between order and chaos. This epic struggle involves two of Egypts most powerful deities: Horus, the god of the sky and kingship, often depicted as a falcon, and Seth, the god of chaos and disorder, associated with storms and the desert.This article aims to explore the intricate layers of mythological,
cultural, and historical implications stemming from the battle between these two gods, shedding light on how their conflict shaped ancient Egyptian society and continues to resonate in modern times.II. Historical Context of Ancient EgyptTo understand the significance of the Battle of Horus and Seth, it is essential to consider the historical landscape
of ancient Egypt. During the time of this myth, Egypt was a civilization deeply rooted in the concept of divine kingship, where pharaohs were seen as the earthly embodiment of the gods.The political structure of ancient Egypt was characterized by:A centralized authority under the pharaoh.Religious institutions that reinforced the divine right of
kings.Mythology used as a tool for legitimizing rulers and their actions.In this context, the myth of Horus and Seth served not only as a tale of conflict but also as a means of justifying the pharaohs rule and the stability of the kingdom.III. The Mythological BackgroundThe origins of Horus and Seth are deeply intertwined, as they are both sons of
Osiris, the god of the afterlife, and Isis, the goddess of motherhood and magic. Their rivalry began with the death of Osiris at the hands of Seth, which set off a chain of events that would culminate in the epic battle for the throne of Egypt.Key themes in the myth include:Order vs. Chaos: Horus represents order, rightful kingship, and the establishment
of harmony, whereas Seth embodies chaos, violence, and disorder.Life vs. Death: The struggle mirrors the cycle of life and death, with Horus symbolizing life and renewal against Seths association with death and destruction.IV. The Nature of the ConflictThe conflict between Horus and Seth was not merely a series of physical confrontations; it
involved a range of challenges and contests that tested their strength, wits, and divine favor. The battles were characterized by:Physical Battles: These included fierce combat where Horus often emerged victorious, showcasing his strength and determination.Trickery and Deception: Both gods employed cunning strategies to outsmart each other,
reflecting the unpredictable nature of their conflict.Divine Intervention: Other deities, such as Thoth, the god of wisdom and writing, played roles in mediating disputes and providing counsel.The complexity of their battles underscored the multifaceted nature of their struggle, emphasizing that the fight for the throne was as much about wisdom and
strategy as it was about brute strength.V. Cultural Representations of the BattleThe Battle of Horus and Seth has been depicted extensively in ancient Egyptian art and literature. Temples, tombs, and artifacts often featured scenes of the gods in combat, showcasing their significance in the cultural imagination.Key cultural representations
include:Artistic depictions in murals and sculptures that illustrate their confrontations.Literary texts that recount the myths, emphasizing moral and ethical lessons derived from their conflict.The integration of the battle into religious practices, where rituals were performed to honor Horus and seek his protection against chaos.In modern times, the
myth has found new life in various adaptations, influencing literature, films, and even video games, demonstrating its lasting impact on popular culture.VI. The Outcome of the BattleThe climax of the conflict resulted in Horuss ascension to the throne, a momentous occasion that had far-reaching implications for both the gods and humanity. Horuss
victory symbolized the restoration of order and the rightful claim to kingship.Implications of this outcome included:The establishment of Horus as a symbol of divine kingship within the Egyptian pantheon.A shift in the balance of power among the gods, with Horus representing stability and legitimacy.The reinforcement of the pharaohs authority, as
rulers were often seen as the living embodiment of Horus, ensuring the continuation of divine order.VII. The Legacy of Horus and SethThe legacy of the Battle of Horus and Seth has endured throughout Egyptian history, influencing culture and identity. The themes of the myth resonate with contemporary discussions on leadership, morality, and the
struggle between good and evil.Key aspects of this legacy include:The continued relevance of the myth in understanding leadership dynamics and the moral responsibilities of rulers.Connections to modern narratives of conflict, illustrating the timeless nature of the struggle between order and chaos.The myths presence in modern media, from films to
literature, showcasing the enduring fascination with these archetypal figures.VIII. ConclusionThe Battle of Horus and Seth is more than just a myth; it is a profound narrative that encapsulates the essence of ancient Egyptian beliefs and values. Through the lens of this epic struggle, we gain insights into the importance of order, morality, and the
complexities of leadership.As we reflect on the lessons learned from this ancient conflict, we are reminded of the rich tapestry of Egyptian mythology and its relevance in our understanding of human nature and society today. Appreciating these stories allows us to connect with the past and recognize their significance in the ongoing narrative of
humanity.Set and Horus are two significant figures in Egyptian mythology, embodying powerful forces that clash in an epic struggle for authority and dominance within the pantheon.Set, the God of ChaosSet, also known as Seth, was one of the most ancient Egyptian deities associated with chaos, storms, and violence. Often portrayed with the head of
an enigmatic creature resembling a mix of an aardvark, donkey, and canine, Set represented the untamed forces of nature and disorder.However, Set was also revered for his role in protecting the sun god Ra during his nightly journey through the underworld, showcasing a complex and multifaceted character.Horus, the God of the SkyOn the other
hand, Horus was worshipped as the god of the sky, embodying kingship, protection, and divine order. Depicted with the head of a falcon or as a falcon-headed man, Horus symbolized the reigning pharaoh and the connection between the earthly and divine realms.Often associated with war and hunting, Horus was also regarded as a guardian deity
who fought against chaos and defended Maat, the concept of truth, balance, and order in Egyptian cosmology.The Mythological ConflictOne of the central narratives in Egyptian mythology revolves around the conflict between Set and Horus. According to myth, Set, driven by jealousy and ambition, sought to assert his dominance by challenging
Horuss rightful claim to the throne of Egypt, which belonged to him as the son of Osiris and Isis.The ensuing struggle between Set and Horus unfolded through a series of divine contests and battles, with each deity supported by different allies among the Egyptian pantheon.The Triumph of HorusDespite Sets cunning and ferocity, Horus ultimately
emerged victorious in the conflict. Through a combination of divine assistance, cunning strategies, and inner strength, Horus succeeded in vanquishing Set and reclaiming his rightful place as the ruler of Egypt.With this victory, Horus not only secured his position as the legitimate heir to Osiris but also reaffirmed the importance of order, justice, and
maat in the Egyptian cosmos. The battle between ancient Egyptian gods Horus and Seth is arguably the fiercest rivalry in ancient Egyptian mythology. The story, which is primarily found in both the Osiris myth and the Contendings of Horus and Seth, occupied a very important spot in ancient Egypt as it was wrapped in themes of kingship and
succession.How did this rivalry begin? And which god came out victorious? Below World History Edu explores all the major myths surrounding the struggle between Horus and Seth.Who is Horus?Horus shown as a falcon-headed man wearing the double crown of Egypt, also known as the pschent (i.e. the red and white crown) which symbolizes the
pharaohs dominion over Lower and Upper Egypt. Osiris, Horus father, was brutally murdered by his younger brother Seth, and his body chopped up and then thrown into the Nile.Horus ancient Egyptian god of kingship and the sky was usually depicted as a falcon or a man with a flacon head. It is believed that Horus was born to Isis, the Egyptian
mother goddess, and Osiris, the Lord of the Underworld. After Osiris is briefly brought back to life, Isis lay with him and conceives Horus. In the Osiris myth, Osiris, the ruler of Egypt, was cowardly murdered by his brother Seth, who then seized the throne. Upon hearing of Isis pregnancy, Seth sent his goons to track and kill both Isis and Horus. Isis
therefore had to go into hiding in order to keep both herself and her unborn child safe. The mother and child are believed to have hid in the swampy area of the Nile Delta.With the help of a few protective spells and the support she received from Egyptian deities like Nephthys and Thoth, Isis safely gave birth to Horus. According to the myth, Isis, who
was well-versed in magic, kept the young Horus away from the evil eyes and demonic spirits sent by her brother Seth to harm Horus.Who is Seth? Seth, also known as the Lord of the Red Land, is thegodofdeserts, storms, strife, disorder, violence, and foreigners inancient Egyptian religion.As stated in the introduction, Seth (also Set) the ancient
Egyptian god of chaos and the desert region is the murderer and brother of Osiris in ancient Egyptian religion. After usurping the throne, Seth ruled in a very tyrannical manner, bringing a cloud of darkness over the land of Egypt. The Egyptians secretly longed for the coming of Horus, whom they believed would take back throne and end Seths reign.
Mindful of this, Seth tried very hard to get rid of the baby Horus. His search for Horus proved futile, as Horus mother had placed her son under very powerful spells that kept him out of reach of Sets evil gaze.Horus versus SethOnce Horus entered into adulthood, he came out of hiding and marched forth to challenge Seth. His goal was to take the
throne of Egypt, which rightfully saw as his birth right. Horus, having been told by his mother about the immense suffering of Egyptians under the reign of Seth, decided to do something fast about the situation.The falcon-headed god Horus went toe-to-toe with his uncle Seth on numerous occasions. In all those contendings, the two deities proved
evenly matched.In one very bizarre struggle, Seth even tried to sleep with Horus. To this day, archaeologists are left befuddled as to why Seth tried to inseminate his seamen into Horus. According to the myth, Horus catches the seamen and casts it in the river. Horus then responds by smearing his own seamen on some lettuces and sets them before
Seth. Since the lettuce was Seths favorite food, the god of chaos quickly munched on it.With no outright winner in the struggle, the two gods decided to put their case before the elder gods (i.e. the Ennead). The panel of gods, which included the likes of sun god Ra, Geb, Tefnut and Shu, listened carefully to both sides. First, they allowed Seth to make
his submissions and the reasons why he claimed to be the rightful king of Egypt. Thinking that his seamen was in Horus, Seth called his seamen to bear witness for him; however, and to Seths surprise, the seamen responded from the river. As a result, Seths claim took a slight hit.Horus versus Seth | According to the myth, Horus and Seth fought each
other over the throne of Egypt for more than eighty years.The gods then presented Horus with a chance to defend his claim to the throne. Horus called out to his seamen as witness, and they responded from inside Seth.In spite of those testimonies, the gods struggled to pass a verdict. Therefore, they ordered Horus and Seth to settle the conflict by
having a boat race. The two gods were to race each other in a boat carved out of stone.In an effort to secure an advantage, Horus secretly carved his boat out of wood and then later painted it to have the look of stone. As expected, Seths boat sank right to the bottom of the river as the boat was made of real stone. Horus boat, on the other hand, kept
rowing and crossed the finish line.Seth conceded defeat and with immediate effect relinquished the Egyptian throne to Horus, much to the complete excitement of all Egyptians. The land of Egypt had for years been longing for the true heir of Osiris Horus to be crowned pharaoh.Upon his coronation, Horus took his mother Isis as consort. Together
with Isis, Horus ushered Egypt into an age of peace and prosperity.As for Seth, the Egyptian god of chaos continued serving as the ruler of the desert regions beyond Upper Egypt. This explains why Seth was sometimes known as the god of the foreign lands and desert region.SignificanceThe story of the conflict between Egyptian gods Horus and Seth
held a lot of significance to the Egyptians because it symbolized not just kingship but also the customary rules that govern inheritance for kingship in the kingdom. Following Horus triumph over Seth, father-to-son pattern of inheritance was established for the throne of ancient Egypt. Thus Horus was declared the rightful heir to his father Osiris.This
story also reinforces the importance of the Egyptian triad of royalty, i.e. Osiris, Horus and Isis. In that triad, and with Isis serving as the kings mother, Horus is seen as the king in life while Osiris is the dead king who rules the afterlife. READ MORE: More on Horus and SethSet (left) and Horus (right) adore Pharaoh Ramesses in the small temple at



Abu Simbel in Upper EgyptIn some versions of the myth, Horus and Seth settled their grievances by dividing Egypt between them. Horus ruled over the rich and fertile regions around the Nile River; while Seth had dominion over the sandy and infertile desert region.Where as Seth was the Lord of the Red Land, Horus was the Lord of the Black Land.
The Egyptians often used black to symbolize fertility. This perhaps comes from the black rich silt sediments deposited by the Nile on the farm lands of the inhabitants. Set as the Lord of the Red Land is in reference to him being the ruler of the deserts.Seth is not depicted in the myths as an all-out evil character. He did have some positive sides. Seth
accompanies Ra whenever he travels (on the sun barque) through the underworld. Seth stands brave and fights of Apep (or Apophis), the monstrous serpent of Chaos. It is safe to say that without the help of Seth, the lord fo the Red land, Ra most likely does not come out of the underworld every day.In many ways, the conflict between Horus and Set is
symbolic to the division that exited in ancient Egypt at some point when Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt were not united. Horus was generally associated with Lower Egypt, while Seth was seen as the patron of Upper Egypt.According to the myth, Horus and Seth fought each other over the throne of Egypt for more than eighty years.The ancient
Egyptians believed that the pharaoh was the manifestation of Horus in life and Osiris in the afterlife. As the sky god, Horus was considered a very powerful deity in the Egyptian pantheon. His right eye was believed to be the Sun, while his left eye the moon.Seth was the patron god of Upper Egypt, while Horus was the patron of Lower Egypt.After

defeating Seth, Horus came to be known as Horus the Great or Horus the Elder.In one of their battles, Horus struck at Seths testicle; while Seth gouged out Horus eye. The eye was later restored following Horus coronation as king of Egypt.The left eye of Horus was known as the Wadjet, meaning the whole, completed, or uninjured eye. Its also been
said that the Eye of Horus symbolized protection and royalty. With regard to the former, Egyptians believed that they Eye of Horus warded of evil spirits.Ancient Egyptian deities like Wadjet, Bastet, Mut, and Hathor were often associated with the Eye of Horus, i.e. the all-seeing eye.
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