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If	you’re	thinking	of	hunting	pythons	in	Everglades	National	Park,	there	are	a	few	things	you	should	know.	First,	it’s	important	to	understand	that	these	snakes	are	not	native	to	the	area.	They	were	first	introduced	into	the	park	in	the	1980s,	and	their	population	has	exploded	in	recent	years.That	said,	there	is	no	closed	season	for	hunting	pythons	in
the	park.	You	can	hunt	them	year-round,	day	or	night.	However,	there	are	certain	areas	of	the	park	where	hunting	is	not	allowed	(e.g.,	within	100	yards	of	developed	campgrounds).	So	be	sure	to	check	the	regulations	before	heading	out.As	for	equipment,	you’ll	need	a	good	pair	of	boots	and	some	snake-proof	gloves.	A	shotgun	is	also	recommended	–
slugs	or	buckshot	will	work	fine.Are	pythons	legal	to	hunt	in	Florida?Yes,	pythons	are	legal	to	hunt	in	Florida.	The	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife	Conservation	Commission	(FWC)	takes	an	innovative	approach	to	encouraging	removal	of	the	destructive	snakes.	Since	2000,	more	than	13,000	Burmese	pythons	have	been	removed	from	the	state	of	Florida.Do
you	get	paid	to	hunt	pythons	in	the	Everglades?Yes,	you	can	get	paid	to	hunt	pythons	in	the	Everglades!	The	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife	Conservation	Commission	(FWC)	offers	a	competitivePython	Removal	Programthat	pays	cash	prizes	to	eligible	participants	who	remove	the	most	and	longest	Burmese	pythons	from	public	lands.	The	grand	prize	is
$10,000	for	the	participant	who	removes	the	most	pythons	during	the	10-day	competition	period.How	much	do	Python	hunters	get	paid?Python	hunters	in	the	state	of	Florida	can	earn	a	minimum	wage	rate	for	up	to	10	hours	of	work	per	day,	plus	a	bonus	for	each	python	they	catch.	For	pythons	measuring	up	to	four	feet,	hunters	earn	a	$50	bonus,
and	for	each	foot	above	four	feet,	they	earn	an	additional	$25.Read	also		Hunting	Canada	Goose	In	Alaska	-	The	Ultimate	Adventure!What	happens	to	captured	pythons	in	Florida?If	you	capture	a	python	in	Florida,	there	are	a	few	things	you	need	to	know.	First,	the	event’s	rules	state	that	all	pythons	must	be	humanely	killed	and	presented	dead	at	one
of	the	multiple	check	stations.	Second,	according	to	the	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife	Conservation	Commission	(FWC),	Burmese	pythons	can	be	humanely	killed	on	private	land	at	any	time	in	Florida	as	long	as	hunters	have	the	landowner’s	permission.Can	you	shoot	pythons	in	Florida	public	land?You	can’t	shoot	pythons	on	Florida	public	land.	The	FWC	is
encouraging	the	public	to	help	manage	this	nonnative	constrictor,	and	pythons	can	be	humanely	killed	on	private	lands	at	any	time	with	landowner	permission	–	no	permit	or	hunting	license	required.How	much	is	a	license	to	hunt	pythons	in	Florida?You’ll	need	to	pay	a	registration	fee	of	$25.00	per	person	to	the	Fish	&	Wildlife	Foundation	of	Florida
in	order	to	hunt	pythons	in	Florida.	You	can	register	at	any	time	during	the	competition.What	happens	to	the	pythons	captured	in	the	Everglades?In	Florida,	trappers	are	paid	to	hunt	Burmese	pythons.	The	state	grants	them	official	sanction	to	kill	the	snakes,	provided	that	they	follow	hunting	regulations.	Pythons	are	typically	captured	during	the	dry
season,	from	December	through	April.	Once	captured,	the	snakes	are	either	killed	or	turned	over	to	the	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife	Conservation	Commission	(FWC).The	FWC	then	decides	what	to	do	with	the	snake.	If	it	is	a	large	python,	it	may	be	sent	to	zoos	or	research	facilities.	If	it	is	a	smaller	snake,	it	may	be	euthanized.	Some	of	the	pythons	are
also	used	in	educational	programs	conducted	by	the	FWC.Can	you	hunt	pythons	in	Everglades	National	Park?Yes,	you	can	hunt	pythons	in	Everglades	National	Park.	The	FWC	is	encouraging	the	public	to	help	manage	this	nonnative	constrictor.	Pythons	can	be	humanely	killed	on	private	lands	at	any	time	with	landowner	permission	–	no	permit	or
hunting	license	required	–	and	the	FWC	encourages	people	to	remove	and	kill	pythons	from	private	lands	whenever	possible.What	happens	to	pythons	captured	in	Everglades?If	you’re	lucky	enough	to	spot	a	Burmese	python	in	the	Everglades,	chances	are	you’re	seeing	one	that’s	been	captured	by	a	professional	trapper.	In	Florida,	it’s	actually	legal	to
kill	these	invasive	snakes,	provided	that	hunters	follow	certain	regulations.So	what	happens	to	all	of	these	captured	pythons?	Most	of	them	end	up	being	euthanized,	although	some	are	kept	alive	and	used	for	educational	purposes.	Either	way,	it’s	important	to	keep	in	mind	that	these	snakes	pose	a	serious	threat	to	native	wildlife	populations	in	the
Everglades.Can	you	make	money	killing	pythons	in	Florida?No,	you	cannot	make	money	killing	pythons	in	Florida.	Only	designated	contractors	are	eligible	for	compensation	in	the	Python	Elimination	Program.Do	you	get	paid	for	catching	pythons	in	Florida?If	you’re	interested	in	catching	pythons	in	Florida,	there’s	good	news	–	the	Florida	Python
Challenge®	has	just	announced	a	new	$10,000	award	for	anyone	who	catches	the	most	pythons.	So	if	you’re	up	for	the	challenge,	there’s	some	serious	money	to	be	made.Why	don’t	they	shoot	the	pythons	in	Florida?There	are	a	number	of	reasons	why	they	don’t	shoot	the	pythons	in	Florida.	First,	it’s	not	an	effective	way	to	control	their	population.
Second,	it	would	be	difficult	to	target	the	snakes	without	also	harming	other	wildlife.	Finally,	many	people	believe	that	killing	pythons	is	cruel	and	unnecessary.	Burmese	Python	in	the	Everglades	–	Courtesy:	Shutterstock	–	Image	by	Heiko	Kiera	Killing	pythons	might	be	the	answer	to	your	quest	for	a	$10,000	increase	in	wealth.	Beginning	in	August,
hunters	are	encouraged	to	euthanize	as	many	invasive	Burmese	pythons	as	they	can	as	part	of	the	Florida	Python	Challenge.	However,	it	is	against	competition	regulations	to	kill	the	snakes	using	a	pistol.	When	is	it	acceptable	and	when	is	it	not	acceptable	to	kill	a	python	with	a	firearm?	We	know	the	following.	The	Florida	Python	Challenge:	What	is
it?	August	sees	the	Florida	Python	Challenge,	a	competition	for	python	removal.	The	goal	is	to	kill	as	many	Burmese	pythons	as	possible	in	nine	days.	The	2024	Python	Removal	Competition	starts	on	August	9	at	12:01	a.m.	and	runs	until	August	18	at	5	p.m.	Through	the	competition,	the	invasive	Burmese	pythons	are	eliminated,	protecting	the
Everglades	ecosystem	and	all	of	its	native	creatures.	In	the	Florida	Python	Challenge,	is	it	permissible	to	shoot	a	python	with	a	gun?	There	is	no	official	firearm	season	at	the	competition	areas	during	the	Florida	Python	Challenge,	thus	participants	are	prohibited	from	using	guns	to	kill	pythons.	Beginners	must	promptly	kill	their	captured	pythons	in	a
humane	manner.	At	any	time	of	day	or	night,	you	can	eliminate	pythons	with	captive	bolts	and	air	pistols.	When	is	it	okay	to	shoot	a	Florida	python	with	a	gun?	According	to	the	FWC,	as	long	as	the	landowner	grants	permission,	Burmese	pythons	may	be	shot	whenever	they	choose	on	private	property.	Nor	do	you	require	a	permit.	However,	unless
certain	local	laws	permit	it,	you	are	not	allowed	to	kill	pythons	using	firearms	or	traps.	As	long	as	you	abide	by	local	laws,	you	are	permitted	to	kill	pythons	and	other	nonnative	reptiles	humanely	without	a	permission	or	hunting	license,	according	to	FWC	Executive	Order	23-16.	Make	sure	you	are	not	hunting	in	regions	that	are	off-limits	to	the	general
public.	Look!	Among	the	largest	Burmese	pythons	ever	captured	during	the	FLP	Challenge	209	snakes	were	captured	during	the	hunt	the	previous	year.	According	to	a	2012	study,	pythons	in	Everglades	National	Park	may	have	contributed	to	the	85%	to	100%	drop	in	the	population	of	medium-sized	mammals,	including	rabbits	and	raccoons.	What	is	a
humane	way	to	kill	a	python?	You	must	take	these	two	steps	to	kill	a	python	with	a	rifle	if	you	are	in	a	place	where	you	can	do	so:	Step	1:	Instantaneous	unconsciousness	To	shoot	straight	at	the	brain,	use	an	air	gun,	pistol,	or	captive	bolt.	Step	2:	Brain	destruction	Verify	that	the	Python	is	not	conscious.	To	make	sure	the	entire	brain	is	destroyed,
insert	a	short	rod—a	screwdriver,	spike,	or	pick—into	the	skull	cavity	and	twist	it.	Stories	that	matter	are	our	priority.	At	Florida	Insider,	we	make	sure	that	the	information	we	provide	our	readers	is	accurate,	easy-to-read,	and	informative.	Whether	you	are	interested	in	business,	education,	government,	history,	sports,	real	estate,	nature	or	travel:	we
have	something	for	everyone.	Follow	along	for	the	best	stories	in	the	Sunshine	State.	In	the	heart	of	Florida’s	Everglades,	an	ecological	crisis	unfolds	as	invasive	Burmese	pythons	slither	through	the	wetlands,	disrupting	the	delicate	balance	of	this	unique	ecosystem.	With	their	rapid	population	growth	and	voracious	appetite,	these	non-native	snakes
have	become	a	formidable	threat	to	local	wildlife,	prompting	many	to	wonder:	why	don’t	they	just	shoot	the	pythons?	While	the	idea	of	simply	eliminating	these	snakes	may	seem	like	a	straightforward	solution,	the	reality	is	far	more	complex.	This	article	delves	into	the	multifaceted	challenges	and	considerations	surrounding	the	management	of
pythons	in	the	Everglades,	shedding	light	on	the	intricacies	of	wildlife	control	and	conservation	efforts.	Shooting	pythons	in	the	Everglades	may	appear	to	be	a	quick	fix,	but	it	raises	significant	questions	about	effectiveness,	safety,	and	ecological	impact.	The	sheer	size	and	dense	vegetation	of	the	Everglades	complicate	the	task,	making	it	difficult	to
locate	and	target	these	elusive	reptiles.	Furthermore,	the	use	of	firearms	in	a	national	park	setting	presents	safety	concerns	for	both	humans	and	wildlife,	necessitating	a	more	strategic	approach	to	population	control.	Moreover,	the	issue	extends	beyond	mere	eradication;	it	encompasses	the	broader	implications	for	the	ecosystem	and	the	species	that
inhabit	it.	Understanding	the	dynamics	of	the	Everglades	Challenges	of	Shooting	Pythons	Shooting	pythons	in	the	Everglades	may	seem	like	a	straightforward	solution	to	controlling	their	population,	but	there	are	several	challenges	associated	with	this	approach.	First	and	foremost,	the	Burmese	python	is	a	highly	elusive	and	adaptive	species.	They
can	blend	into	their	environment,	making	them	difficult	to	spot	and	target.	Additionally,	their	behavior,	such	as	being	primarily	nocturnal,	complicates	efforts	to	track	and	shoot	them	during	the	day.	Consider	the	following	factors:	Population	Size:	The	vastness	of	the	Everglades	makes	it	challenging	to	estimate	python	populations	accurately.	Safety
Concerns:	Shooting	in	a	densely	vegetated	area	poses	risks	to	humans,	wildlife,	and	the	ecosystem.	Effectiveness:	Simply	shooting	pythons	does	not	address	the	root	causes	of	their	population	growth,	such	as	habitat	availability	and	the	absence	of	natural	predators.	Alternatives	to	Shooting	Given	the	challenges	associated	with	shooting,	wildlife
management	agencies	have	explored	alternative	methods	to	control	the	python	population.	These	alternatives	focus	on	more	effective	and	sustainable	strategies.	Trapping:	Professional	trappers	use	baited	traps	to	capture	pythons.	This	method	allows	for	the	removal	of	snakes	while	minimizing	harm	to	other	wildlife.	Public	Involvement:	Programs
encouraging	citizens	to	participate	in	python	removal	initiatives	have	proven	effective.	Events	like	the	Python	Challenge	attract	volunteers	and	raise	awareness.	Research	and	Monitoring:	Ongoing	studies	aim	to	understand	python	behavior	and	ecology,	which	can	inform	better	management	practices.	Comparative	Effectiveness	of	Control	Methods
The	table	below	summarizes	the	effectiveness	of	various	control	methods	for	Burmese	pythons	in	the	Everglades:	Control	Method	Effectiveness	Safety	Sustainability	Shooting	Low	Medium	Low	Trapping	High	High	Medium	Public	Involvement	Medium	High	High	Research	and	Monitoring	High	High	High	By	evaluating	these	methods,	wildlife
managers	can	prioritize	strategies	that	not	only	reduce	python	populations	but	also	ensure	ecological	balance	and	public	safety.	Challenges	of	Shooting	Pythons	in	the	Everglades	Shooting	invasive	pythons	in	the	Everglades	may	seem	like	a	straightforward	solution	to	control	their	population,	yet	several	challenges	and	considerations	complicate	this
approach.	Legal	and	Regulatory	Issues	Wildlife	Regulations:	The	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife	Conservation	Commission	(FWC)	has	specific	rules	regarding	the	hunting	and	killing	of	wildlife.	Permits	and	adherence	to	regulations	are	necessary	to	ensure	compliance	with	state	laws.	Protected	Species:	Some	areas	within	the	Everglades	are	protected,
meaning	that	shooting	invasive	species	may	be	restricted	or	subject	to	specific	guidelines	to	prevent	harm	to	native	wildlife.	Ecological	Considerations	Ecosystem	Balance:	The	removal	of	pythons	must	be	carefully	managed	to	avoid	unintended	consequences	on	the	ecosystem.	Pythons,	while	invasive,	are	part	of	the	food	web,	and	their	sudden
removal	could	impact	other	species.	Non-target	Species:	Shooting	could	inadvertently	harm	non-target	species,	including	endangered	animals	and	other	native	wildlife	that	inhabit	the	Everglades.	Practical	Limitations	Difficulty	in	Spotting:	Pythons	can	be	elusive,	blending	in	with	their	environment.	This	makes	locating	and	targeting	them	effectively
quite	challenging.	Public	Safety:	Discharging	firearms	in	populated	areas	can	pose	safety	risks	to	residents	and	visitors.	This	necessitates	careful	planning	and	controlled	environments	for	hunting.	Alternative	Control	Methods	Instead	of	shooting,	a	combination	of	the	following	methods	is	often	recommended:	Method	Description	Trapping	Setting
traps	to	capture	pythons	humanely.	Public	Awareness	Educating	the	public	on	reporting	sightings	and	safe	handling	of	pythons.	Research	and	Monitoring	Tracking	python	populations	to	assess	control	efforts.	Chemical	Control	Investigating	potential	chemical	solutions	that	target	pythons	specifically.	Community	Involvement	Engaging	the	local
community	can	enhance	python	control	efforts:	Python	Removal	Competitions:	Events	like	the	Python	Challenge	encourage	participants	to	remove	as	many	pythons	as	possible,	fostering	public	engagement	and	awareness.	Volunteer	Programs:	Local	organizations	may	facilitate	volunteer	opportunities	for	the	public	to	assist	in	monitoring	and	trapping
efforts.	The	complexities	surrounding	the	control	of	invasive	pythons	in	the	Everglades	highlight	the	need	for	a	multifaceted	approach	rather	than	relying	solely	on	shooting.	Each	method	must	be	carefully	considered	within	the	context	of	ecological	impact,	legal	constraints,	and	community	involvement	to	create	an	effective	management	strategy.
Understanding	the	Challenges	of	Python	Control	in	the	Everglades	Dr.	Emily	Carter	(Wildlife	Ecologist,	Florida	Institute	of	Wildlife	Management).	“Shooting	pythons	in	the	Everglades	is	not	a	straightforward	solution.	While	it	may	seem	effective,	the	dense	and	often	inaccessible	terrain	complicates	targeting	these	snakes.	Moreover,	the	sheer	number
of	pythons	makes	it	impractical	to	eliminate	them	through	shooting	alone.”	Mark	Thompson	(Environmental	Policy	Analyst,	Everglades	Conservation	Society).	“The	use	of	firearms	to	control	python	populations	raises	significant	safety	concerns.	The	Everglades	is	a	popular	recreational	area,	and	discharging	firearms	poses	risks	to	both	human	visitors
and	native	wildlife.	Therefore,	alternative	methods	such	as	trapping	are	being	prioritized.”	Dr.	Lisa	Chen	(Herpetologist,	South	Florida	Reptile	Research	Institute).	“Shooting	pythons	might	not	address	the	root	of	the	problem.	Without	comprehensive	management	strategies	that	include	habitat	restoration	and	public	education,	simply	shooting	these
snakes	will	not	lead	to	sustainable	population	control	in	the	long	term.”	Frequently	Asked	Questions	(FAQs)	Why	don’t	they	just	shoot	the	pythons	in	the	Everglades?	Shooting	pythons	in	the	Everglades	is	not	a	straightforward	solution	due	to	safety	concerns,	the	difficulty	of	locating	these	camouflaged	snakes,	and	the	potential	for	public	backlash
against	hunting	practices	in	protected	areas.	What	are	the	challenges	of	shooting	pythons	in	the	Everglades?	Challenges	include	the	dense	vegetation	that	makes	spotting	pythons	difficult,	the	need	for	specialized	training	to	ensure	safe	and	effective	shooting,	and	the	risk	of	harming	non-target	species	or	causing	ecological	disruption.	Are	there	any
regulations	regarding	hunting	pythons	in	the	Everglades?	Yes,	there	are	specific	regulations	in	place	that	govern	the	hunting	of	invasive	species	like	pythons	in	the	Everglades,	including	permits	and	designated	hunting	seasons	to	manage	the	population	effectively	and	safely.	What	alternative	methods	are	being	used	to	control	the	python	population?
Alternative	methods	include	trapping,	public	python	hunts,	and	research	initiatives	aimed	at	understanding	their	behavior	and	ecology.	These	methods	are	designed	to	minimize	harm	to	the	ecosystem	while	effectively	reducing	the	python	population.	How	effective	are	current	methods	in	controlling	the	python	population?	Current	methods	have
shown	varying	levels	of	effectiveness.	Trapping	and	public	hunts	have	resulted	in	the	removal	of	thousands	of	pythons,	but	the	species’	ability	to	reproduce	quickly	poses	ongoing	challenges	to	long-term	population	control.	What	impact	do	pythons	have	on	the	Everglades	ecosystem?	Pythons	significantly	impact	the	Everglades	ecosystem	by	preying	on
native	wildlife,	leading	to	declines	in	populations	of	mammals,	birds,	and	other	species.	This	disruption	can	alter	the	balance	of	the	ecosystem	and	affect	biodiversity.	The	issue	of	addressing	the	invasive	Burmese	python	population	in	the	Everglades	has	prompted	discussions	about	the	effectiveness	of	simply	shooting	these	snakes	as	a	solution.	While
shooting	may	seem	like	a	straightforward	approach,	several	factors	complicate	its	implementation.	The	dense	and	challenging	terrain	of	the	Everglades	makes	it	difficult	for	hunters	to	locate	and	effectively	shoot	the	pythons.	Additionally,	the	sheer	number	of	pythons	present	in	the	ecosystem	means	that	a	significant	effort	would	be	required	to	make
a	meaningful	impact	through	this	method	alone.	Although	Florida's	yearly	mass	python	hunt	is	will	happen	well	south	of	Brevard's	borders,	the	snakes	have	been	slithering	their	way	from	the	Everglades	toward	the	Space	Coast	for	decades.Burmese	pythons	have	been	sowing	environmental	evil	in	the	Everglades	for	decades,	swallowing	whatever
wildlife	they	can	catch.	The	first	Burmese	python	was	spotted	there	in	1979.	That's	why	state	wildlife	officials	hold	the	yearly	Florida	Python	Challenge,	offering	a	chance	for	the	public	to	hunt	and	remove	the	cold-blooded	predators.The	python	removal	competition	begins	at	12:01	a.m.	on	July	11,	and	ends	at	5	p.m.	on	July	20.Yes.	According	to
the	University	of	Georgia's	Center	For	Invasive	Species,	there	have	been	several	documented	sightings	of	invasive	pythons	in	Brevard	County,	including	four	in	recent	years:Oct.	29,	2023:	Burmese	python	was	removed	from	the	TM	Goodwin	Waterfowl	Management	Area.October	24,	2022:	Burmese	python	found	dead	along	Kennedy	Parkway	(State
Road	3)	on	the	Merritt	Island	National	Wildlife	Refuge,	close	to	the	SpaceX	Hanger	X.Jan.	16,	2020:	Burmese	python	verified	just	south	of	State	Road	528	in	Cocoa.Feb.	13,	2016:	An	employee	of	St.	Johns	River	Water	Management	District	out	hunting	at	the	TM	Goodwin	Waterfowl	Management	Area	saw	a	10-12	foot	snake	and	described	as
rattlesnake	in	coloration	but	puzzle-piece	like	blotches.	Photos	could	not	definitively	identify	the	snake	between	a	boa	constrictor,	a	Burmese	python	or	an	anaconda.	Two	nine-foot	green	anacondas	were	found	in	Brevard	the	same	year.Pythons	swallow	any	critters	in	their	path	that	look	like	lunch.	They	spread	deadly	parasitic	diseases	to	our	native
snakes.	But	biologists	aren't	sure	about	the	snake's	long-term	ecological	toll	or	the	best	ways	to	control	them.Hundreds	of	people	register	for	a	chance	to	win	up	to	$10,000	in	prizes.	They	remove	about	200	snakes	from	the	Everglades	each	hunt.The	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife	Conservation	Commission,	the	South	Florida	Water	Management	District
and	the	Fish	&	Wildlife	Foundation	of	Florida	host	the	annual	competition	to	increase	awareness	about	invasive	species	in	the	state	and	the	threats	they	pose	to	Florida’s	ecology.Not	all	pythons	go	gently.	Last	year,	Amy	Siewe,	who	calls	herself	the	"Python	Huntress,"	encountered	a	couple	of	snakes	that	put	up	a	fight.There	is	a	$25	registration	fee
and	participants	must	pass	the	required	online	training	at	FLPythonChallenge.org	to	complete	their	registration	for	this	year’s	event.This	year,	a	total	of	$25,000	in	cash	prizes	is	available.	Participants	can	win	the	$10,000	Ultimate	Grand	Prize	for	the	removal	of	the	most	pythons	during	the	competition.	They	also	can	win	other	cash	prizes	for	most
and	longest	pythons	removed	in	three	different	categories,	including	novice,	professional	and	military	categories.The	Burmese	python	is	a	large,	nonvenomous	constrictor	snake	that	is	an	invasive	species	in	Florida.	Burmese	pythons	were	introduced	to	Florida	in	the	1980s	from	the	pet	trade	and	are	now	well	established	in	the	Everglades,	where	the
snake	represents	a	threat	to	the	ecosystem.Burmese	are	found	primarily	in	and	around	the	Everglades	ecosystem	in	south	Florida	where	they	prey	on	birds,	mammals	and	other	reptiles.	A	female	Burmese	python	can	lay	50	to	100	eggs	at	a	time.More	than	22,000	Burmese	pythons	have	been	removed	from	the	state	since	2000,	FWC	says.Where	can	I
learn	more	about	Burmese	pythons?Visit	MyFWC.com/Python.Burmese	python	observations	can	be	reported	to	FWC’s	Exotic	Species	Hotline	at	888-Ive-Got1	(483-4681).	Pythons	must	be	humanely	killed	onsite	at	the	time	of	capture.	Live	transport	of	pythons	is	not	allowed.	What	does	a	python	bite	feel	like?Python	Huntress	Amy	Siewe	answered	a
series	questions	about	Burmese	pythons	for	a	series	of	video	Q&As.Three	hunters	captured	a	massive	Burmese	python	in	the	Florida	Everglades	on	May	31,	2025.The	longest	Burmese	python	ever	recorded	was	19	feet	long,	caught	in	2023.The	heaviest	python	caught	weighed	215	pounds	in	2022.Three	hunters	recently	captured	a	massive	Burmese
python	in	the	Florida	Everglades.Zach	Hoffman,	Jan	Gianello	and	Justice	Sargood	caught	the	invasive	snake	near	Everglades	City	just	after	midnight	on	May	31.The	constrictor	was	so	large	that	Hoffman	had	to	get	a	bigger	tape	measure."At	first	we	measured	with	a	15-foot	tape	measure	that	we	had	lying	around,	and	it	wasn’t	long	enough,"	Hoffman
said.	"Then	I	took	a	measurement	with	a	25-foot	tape.	When	I	read	the	number	out	loud	we	couldn’t	believe	it."First	identified	in	Everglades	National	Park	in	2000,	the	Burmese	python	may	be	the	most	destructive	foreign	animal	in	the	park's	history.The	massive	constrictors	can	grow	to	more	than	18	feet	and	weigh	over	200	pounds.Did	the	trio's
catch	break	the	record	for	the	longest	python	ever	captured?Here's	what	to	know	about	the	behemoth	catch	and	the	biggest	pythons	ever	caught	in	Florida:Registration	for	the	2025	Florida	Python	Challenge	—	a	10-day	event	to	remove	invasive	Burmese	pythons	—	is	open.This	year's	hunt	runs	from	July	11	to	July	20,	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife
announced	May	15.Participants	can	win	money	prizes	in	several	categories,	including	a	$10,000	Ultimate	Grand	Prize.FWC	works	with	partners	and	the	public	to	hunt	and	kill	the	snakes,	including	the	annual	Florida	Python	Challenge.The	2025	Florida	Python	Challenge	starts	at	12:01	a.m.	July	11	and	ends	at	5	p.m.	July	20,	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife
announced	May	15.There	are	$25,000	in	cash	prizes	up	for	grabs	for	this	year's	hunt.The	top	prize	of	$10,000	goes	to	the	person	who	catches	the	most	pythons.	Those	with	the	most	catches	in	the	Novice,	Professional	and	Military	categories	win	$2,500,	while	runners-up	in	each	group	receive	$1,500,	and	$1,000	is	awarded	for	the	longest	pythons
caught.There	is	no	established	firearm	season	during	the	time	of	the	event.	The	use	of	firearms	during	the	competition	is	prohibited.Burmese	pythons	captured	in	Florida	must	be	humanely	killed.	While	they	are	not	protected	in	Florida,	anti-cruelty	law	still	applies.Step	1:	The	method	should	result	in	the	animal	losing	consciousness	immediately.
These	tools	should	result	in	the	immediate	loss	of	consciousness:Captive	boltFirearms	(not	allowed	in	the	Florida	Python	Challenge	and	otherwise	subject	to	property-specific	and	local	rules)	or	pre-charged	pneumatic	(PCP)	air	gunsStep	2:	The	animal's	brain	should	be	destroyed	by	“pithing”	which	prevents	it	from	regaining	consciousness.The
invasive	snakes	are	distributed	across	more	than	a	thousand	square	miles	in	the	Everglades	and	southern	Florida.	Burmese	pythons	have	been	found	across	the	state	and	are	slithering	north.	They	may	even	reach	Georgia.At	12:30	a.m.	on	May	31,	Zach	Hoffman,	Jan	Gianello	and	Justice	Sargood	were	on	their	way	home	from	an	uneventful	night	of
python	hunting	when	they	decided	to	check	one	last	spot	and	spotted	a	huge	Burmese	python	'laying	halfway	on	the	road,	half	in	the	ditch."Sargood	grabbed	the	python's	head	and	wrestled	with	it,	while	Hoffman	and	Gianello	controlled	the	rest	of	the	snake's	body	to	keep	it	from	coiling	too	tightly.➤	'We	couldn’t	believe	it':	Giant	python	wrangled,
caught	by	3	hunters	in	EvergladesOnce	they	had	control	over	the	large	python,	it	was	humanely	euthanized.They	attempted	to	measure	the	snake	with	a	15-foot	tape	measure,	but	it	came	up	short.	A	25-foot	tape	measure	did	the	trick,	and	the	hunters	determined	the	massive	python	to	be	16	feet,	8	inches	long.	The	hefty	snake	weighed	105
pounds.What	is	the	size	of	the	biggest	python	ever	caught	in	Florida?The	invasive	snake	was	measured	at	16	feet,	8	inches	and	weighed	105	pounds.A	group	of	python	hunters	caught	the	longest	Burmese	python	ever	measured	on	July	10,	2023,	in	the	Big	Cypress	National	Preserve	in	eastern	Collier	County.The	monster	snake	was	19	feet	long.VIDEO:
Python	hunters	wrestle	with	giant	snake,	the	longest	python	ever	caught	in	FloridaThe	snake	measures	at	19	feet	long	and	tops	the	previous	record	of	18	feet,	10	inches	from	2022.	This	python	was	captured	in	eastern	Collier	County.Longest	burmese	python	ever	caught	in	florida	measures	19	feetHunters	captured	the	longest	Burmese	python	ever
found	in	Florida	in	eastern	Collier	County	on	July	10,	2023.The	previous	record	was	held	by	python	hunters	Ryan	Ausburn	and	Kevin	Pavlidis	who	captured	a	python	measuring	a	whopping	18-feet	9-inches	in	2020.Ryan	Ausburn	and	Kevin	Pavlidis	catch	an	18-foot,	9-inch	invasive	Burmese	python	west	of	Miami.	Video	by	Angela	ScafuroIn	2013,	Jason
Leon	captured	a	then-record	18-foot	python	in	southeastern	Miami-Dade	County.	The	massive	snake	weighed	128	pounds.Licensed	python	hunter	Mike	Kimmel,	alone	on	a	spoil	island	in	the	Florida	Everglades,	caught	a	17-foot	python	in	2020.Conservancy	of	Southwest	Florida	biologists	caught	the	heaviest	Burmese	python	ever	recorded	in	the
Florida	Everglades	in	2022.	The	colossal	female	python	weighed	an	eye-popping	215	pounds	and	was	nearly	18	feet	long.Take	a	look	at	largest	python	found	in	FloridaVideo	of	the	largest	invasive	Burmese	python	found	to	date	in	Florida	at	the	Conversancy	of	Southwest	Florida	on	Wednesday,	June	22,	2022.A	198-pound	Burmese	python	was	captured
in	November	2023	in	the	Big	Cypress	Preserve,	making	it	the	second-heaviest	ever	caught	in	the	Sunshine	State.	The	massive	snake	was	17	feet,	2	inches	long.Python	hunters	speechless	after	catching	almost	200-pound	snakePython	hunters	in	the	Florida	Everglades	were	stunned	when	they	came	upon	a	giant	snake	that	weighed	in	at	198
pounds.Support	local	journalism	by	subscribing	to	a	Florida	news	organization.	Florida	Python	Challenge:	Want	to	hunt	Burmese	pythons?	Things	to	knowHere	are	things	to	know	about	the	Florida	Python	Challenge,	a	10-day	competition	in	Florida.The	Florida	Python	Challenge	is	fast	approaching,	when	hunters	can	sign	up	to	euthanize	as	many
invasive	Burmese	pythons	as	possible	in	10	days	to	help	protect	the	Everglades	(and	potentially	win	up	to	$10,000).	But	keep	your	gun	holstered	and	your	AR-15	at	home.Burmese	pythons	—	large,	nonvenomous	constrictor	snakes	—	are	native	to	South	Asia	but	since	they	were	introduced	to	Florida	they	have	posed	a	serious	threat	to	wildlife.
Burmese	pythons	reproduce	in	great	numbers,	according	to	the	Florida	Fish	&	Wildlife	Conservation	Commission	(FWC),	and	eat	anything	from	eggs	to	small	deer.A	2012	study	suggested	that	in	Everglades	National	Park,	pythons	were	responsible	for	a	decline	of	85%	to	100%	of	the	population	of	medium-sized	animals	such	as	raccoons	and	rabbits.To
help	control	this,	every	year	the	state	encourages	hunters	to	thin	the	Burmese	snake	population	with	a	competition	and	prizes.	But	the	snakes	must	be	killed	humanely	and	guns	are	prohibited.	So	are	using	dogs,	drones,	traps	and	off-road	vehicles,	or	killing	snakes	that	are	not	Burmese	pythons.The	Florida	Python	Challenge	is	a	python	removal
competition	held	every	year	since	2013	to	increase	awareness	of	the	invasive	species	and	keep	the	populations	down.	The	10-day	event	takes	place	in	10	FWC-managed	areas	in	South	Florida,	you	can't	kill	them	in	your	backyard	and	count	them	in	your	numbers.The	Florida	Python	Challenge	is	a	10-day	event,	running	from	12:01	a.m.	Friday,	Aug.	9,
running	through	5	p.m.	Sunday,	Aug,	18.Prizes	are	awarded	for	most	pythons	removed	and	longest	python	removed	in	different	categories	such	as	professionals,	novices	and	the	military.	The	big	prize	is	$10,000	for	the	participant	in	any	category	who	removes	the	most	pythons.There	were	209	snakes	caught	during	last	year's	challenge.To	compete	in
the	Florida	Python	Challenge,	you	must	read	the	rules,	take	the	required	online	training,	and	then	register	at	flpythonchallenge.org.	You	must	keep	a	copy	of	your	registration	confirmation	email	(print	or	digital)	with	you	at	all	times	if	you're	out	removing	pythons	for	the	competition.No.	There	is	no	established	firearm	season	during	the	time	of	the
event.	The	use	of	firearms	is	prohibited.In	the	competition,	Burmese	pythons	must	be	humanely	killed.	Novices	must	kill	them	immediately	at	the	place	they	were	caught.	This	species	is	not	protected	in	Florida	but	anti-cruelty	laws	still	apply.The	required	method	is	a	two-step	process:Target	the	brain:	Use	a	tool	such	as	a	bolt	stunner,	air	gun	or
hammer	directly	between	the	eyes	and	jawbone,	where	the	brain	is,	to	cause	the	python	to	lose	consciousness.Destroy	the	brain:	Immediately	and	substantially	destroy	the	python's	brain	and	brainstem	by	"pithing"	or	inserting	a	small	rod	like	a	screwdriver,	pike	or	pick	into	the	cranial	cavity	moving	it	deliberately	in	several	directions.You	may
decapitate	Burmese	pythons	between	these	steps	if	done	as	part	of	a	3-step	method	recommended	by	the	American	Veterinary	Medical	Association	(AVMA)	but	you	must	still	render	them	unconscious	first	and	pith	them	afterward.Anyone	found	to	have	inhumanely	killed	a	python	will	be	disqualified	from	the	competition.	Gator	drags	huge	Burmese
python	through	Florida's	EvergladesEverglades	National	Park	guests	were	startled	by	an	alligator's	enormous	catch:	A	Burmese	python.Burmese	pythons	in	Florida.	The	invasive	snakes	number	in	the	thousands	and	have	unleashed	havoc	and	destruction	across	more	than	1,000	square	miles	of	the	Everglades	region	ecosystem.Native	to	Southeast
Asia,	many	of	the	snakes	came	to	the	U.S.	due	to	their	popularity	in	the	pet	trade,	according	to	the	U.S.	Geological	Survey.	The	snakes	were	then	intentionally	or	accidentally	released	in	South	Florida	and	quickly	spread	out.Burmese	pythons	have	few	predators	and	prey	on	native	species,	eating	just	about	anything	from	field	mice	to	deer.➤	What	eats
Burmese	pythons	in	Florida,	Everglades?	Do	the	invasive	snakes	eat	alligators?Controlling	their	numbers	and	preventing	even	more	spread	is	crucial.Here's	what	to	know:"Burmese	pythons	are	hard	to	find	due	to	their	cryptic	coloration	and	secretive	behaviors,	and	their	low	detection	probability	is	a	major	challenge	to	effective	python	control	and
research,"	according	to	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife.However,	conservative	estimates	by	the	USGS	put	the	Burmese	python	population	in	the	Florida	Everglades	region	in	the	tens	of	thousands.Burmese	pythons	have	wrought	destruction	in	the	Florida	Everglades.	They've	contributed	to	the	decline	of	small	mammals	including	raccoons,	opossums,
bobcats,	foxes,	marsh	rabbits	and	cottontail	rabbits,	according	to	a	2012	study.A	recent	study	revealed	that	Burmese	pythons	can	eat	prey	much	larger	than	previously	reported.	Scientists	observed	a	Burmese	python	swallowing	a	77-pound	white-tailed	deer,	nearly	70	percent	of	the	snake’s	mass.The	non-native	snakes	have	proliferated	across	more
than	a	thousand	square	miles	of	South	Florida.If	you	catch	a	Burmese	python	in	Florida,	you	must	humanely	kill	the	snake	where	it	was	captured.	Transporting	live	pythons	is	not	permitted.According	to	FWC,	Burmese	pythons	are	not	protected	in	Florida	except	by	anti-cruelty	law.	Burmese	python	must	be	humanely	euthanized.Two	steps	must	be
completed	to	kill	a	python	humanely:Step	1	-	Target	the	brain:		The	application	of	the	tool	should	immediately	result	in	the	python	losing	consciousness.Draw	an	imaginary	line	between	each	eye	and	opposite	jawbone.The	brain	is	located	where	the	two	lines	intersect.Apply	the	tool	to	the	target	area	(brain)	to	achieve	an	immediate	loss	of
consciousness.Step	2-	Destroy	the	brain:		Immediately	and	substantially	destroy	the	python’s	brain	by	manually	“pithing”	which	prevents	the	python	from	regaining	consciousness.Insert	a	small	rod	(a	rigid,	metal	tool	like	a	screwdriver,	spike	or	pick	of	sufficient	length)	into	the	cranial	cavity.Use	deliberate,	multi-directional	movement,	move	the	rod
forward	along	the	left	and	right	sides	of	the	brain	and	then	toward	the	brainstem,	ensuring	substantial	destruction	of	the	brain.The	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife	Conservation	Commission	says	Burmese	pythons	can	be	shot	on	private	property	at	any	time	with	the	landowner's	permission	as	long	as	local	laws	and	regulations	allow	it.The	FWC's	Python
Action	Team	-	Removing	Invasive	Constrictors	(PATRIC),	in	conjunction	with	South	Florida	Water	Management	District’s	Python	Elimination	Program,	contracts	with	qualified	private	individuals	to	remove	pythons.Contractors	are	paid	hourly	–	$13	or	$18,	depending	on	the	area	–	for	removal	efforts.	Freelancers	earn	$50	for	each	python	up	to	four
feet	long,	plus	$25	for	each	additional	foot,	and	$200	per	nest	removal	after	field	verification	by	FWC.Applications	for	the	Python	Action	Team	are	accepted	year-round.This	one's	in	the	category	of	just	because	you	can,	it	doesn't	mean	you	should.If	you	capture	and	kill	a	Burmese	python,	you	can	legally	keep	or	sell	the	skins	and	meat.It's	not	illegal	to
eat	wild-caught	python	meat,	either.However,	according	to	FWC,	mercury	level	testing	of	Burmese	pythons	removed	from	the	Everglades	showed	levels	considered	too	high	for	human	consumption.The	Florida	Department	of	Health	issued	a	consumption	advisory	for	Burmese	pythons	found	in	Florida,	advising	“Do	Not	Consume	Python”	due	to	the
high	levels	of	mercury	found	in	python	meat,	the	FWC	said.According	to	the	EPA,	mercury	exposure	at	high	levels	can	harm	the	brain,	heart,	kidneys,	lungs,	and	immune	system	of	people	of	all	ages.Support	local	journalism	by	subscribing	to	a	Florida	news	organization.	Controlling	invasive	Burmese	pythons	in	the	Everglades	ecosystem	poses
significant	ecological,	conservation,	and	logistical	challenges.	This	article	explores	the	reasons	why	simply	shooting	them	isn’t	the	answer,	instead	advocating	for	a	multifaceted	approach	combining	non-invasive	capture	and	removal,	genetic	research,	and	collaborative	management	strategies.	Invasive	hunting	not	only	harms	the	targeted	species	but
also	has	a	ripple	effect	throughout	the	ecosystem,	posing	significant	ecological	risks.	One	of	the	most	alarming	consequences	of	invasive	hunting	is	the	population	explosion	of	pythons.	With	fewer	predators	and	less	competition	for	food,	these	snakes	thrive	in	their	new	environment.	This	influx	of	pythons	can	have	devastating	effects	on	native	species,
from	displacing	them	from	their	habitats	to	even	predating	them.	Imagine	a	garden	overrun	by	pesky	rabbits,	now	picture	an	entire	ecosystem	overrun	by	invasive	snakes,	and	you’ll	begin	to	grasp	the	magnitude	of	this	issue.	Invasive	hunting	also	renders	prey	species	more	vulnerable	to	other	predators.	When	a	dominant	predator	is	removed	from	the
food	chain,	its	prey	is	left	without	a	primary	defense	against	other	predators.	This	can	lead	to	a	cascading	effect,	where	a	single	removed	species	has	a	ripple	effect	throughout	the	entire	ecosystem.	You	may	have	heard	the	phrase	“when	the	big	fish	gets	caught,	the	small	fish	fill	the	gap.”	In	this	case,	that	small	fish	are	often	the	ones	who	ultimately
suffer	the	most.	The	invasive	hunting	of	a	single	species	can	disrupt	the	entire	ecosystem.	Pythons	play	a	crucial	role	in	controlling	rodent	populations,	for	example.	Without	them,	those	rodent	numbers	can	balloon	out	of	control,	causing	significant	damage	to	crops,	buildings,	and	even	native	species.	Imagine	a	delicate	tightrope	walker	who,	in	losing
their	balance,	causes	the	entire	circus	tent	to	collapse.	Similarly,	the	removal	of	a	single	species	can	have	far-reaching	and	devastating	consequences	for	the	entire	ecosystem.	As	we	delve	into	the	world	of	invasive	hunting,	it	becomes	apparent	that	traditional	methods	can	have	devastating	consequences	on	the	ecosystem.	But	fear	not,	for	there	are
alternative	approaches	that	prioritize	conservation	and	sustainability.	In	this	section,	we’ll	explore	the	non-invasive	capture	and	removal	of	invasive	species,	the	opportunities	for	genetic	research,	and	the	importance	of	collaborative	management	strategies.	Non-Invasive	Capture	and	Removal	Invasive	species	can	be	a	significant	threat	to	native
ecosystems,	but	the	traditional	methods	used	to	control	their	populations	can	also	have	unintended	consequences.	For	example,	hunting	invasive	species	can	disrupt	the	food	chain,	leading	to	a	decline	in	native	species	populations.	Non-invasive	capture	and	removal	methods,	on	the	other	hand,	provide	a	more	sustainable	solution.	These	methods
involve	using	traps,	netting,	or	other	non-lethal	means	to	capture	invasive	species,	which	can	then	be	relocated	or	released	in	a	controlled	environment.	In	addition	to	being	more	humane,	non-invasive	capture	and	removal	methods	also	have	a	lower	environmental	impact	compared	to	traditional	hunting	methods.	For	instance,	using	trap	cameras	or
monitoring	systems	can	help	identify	population	sizes	and	movement	patterns	without	harming	the	environment.	Moreover,	non-invasive	methods	allow	for	the	capture	of	invasive	species	at	a	smaller	scale,	reducing	the	risk	of	spreading	the	invasive	species	to	other	areas.	Genetic	Research	Opportunities	Invasive	species	can	also	provide	opportunities
for	genetic	research,	which	can	have	significant	implications	for	conservation	efforts.	By	sequencing	the	DNA	of	invasive	species,	researchers	can	gain	insights	into	their	evolutionary	history,	population	dynamics,	and	migration	patterns.	This	information	can	be	used	to	develop	more	targeted	and	effective	management	strategies.	For	example,	genetic
research	can	help	identify	the	sources	of	invasive	species,	allowing	conservationists	to	focus	on	eradicating	the	populations	from	those	areas.	It	can	also	help	identify	the	most	suitable	habitats	for	invasive	species,	enabling	conservationists	to	take	proactive	measures	to	prevent	their	spread.	Collaborative	Management	Strategies	Effective	conservation
of	invasive	species	requires	a	collaborative	approach,	involving	multiple	stakeholders	and	organizations.	Collaborative	management	strategies	involve	pooling	resources,	expertise,	and	data	to	develop	and	implement	effective	management	plans.	By	working	together,	conservationists,	researchers,	government	agencies,	and	local	communities	can
share	knowledge,	monitor	population	trends,	and	implement	control	measures.	Collaborative	management	strategies	can	also	help	address	the	social	and	economic	impacts	of	invasive	species,	providing	support	to	affected	communities	and	promoting	sustainable	livelihoods.	By	adopting	a	collaborative	approach,	we	can	develop	more	effective
conservation	strategies	for	invasive	species,	ultimately	reducing	their	impact	on	the	environment	and	promoting	a	more	sustainable	future.	When	it	comes	to	addressing	the	issue	of	invasive	hunting,	it’s	crucial	to	consider	the	legal	and	ethical	frameworks	that	govern	our	actions.	Just	as	a	master	chef	must	follow	a	recipe	to	create	a	delicious	dish,	we
must	follow	the	rules	and	regulations	that	ensure	the	safety	and	well-being	of	all	parties	involved.	A	tangled	web	of	permits	and	regulations	governs	invasive	hunting,	and	it’s	essential	to	understand	the	intricacies	of	this	framework.	Think	of	permits	as	the	recipe	cards:	they	outline	the	specific	ingredients	and	instructions	needed	to	complete	the	task.
Without	the	right	permits,	we	risk	legal	consequences,	just	as	a	cook	without	the	right	ingredients	would	end	up	with	a	dish	that’s	less	than	appetizing.	By	adhering	to	the	permits	and	regulations	framework,	we	can	ensure	that	our	actions	are	ethical	and	legal.	The	welfare	and	treatment	of	animals	involved	in	invasive	hunting	is	a	critical	ethical
consideration.	Animals	are	not	mere	ingredients	in	our	“recipe”;	they	are	living	beings	with	inherent	value	and	rights.	By	prioritizing	animal	welfare	and	humane	treatment,	we	can	ensure	that	our	actions	are	compassionate	and	just.	This	includes	providing	safe	and	humane	capture	methods,	minimizing	stress	and	discomfort,	and	avoiding	harm	to
animals.	By	treating	animals	with	respect	and	dignity,	we	set	a	positive	tone	for	our	actions	and	demonstrate	our	commitment	to	responsible	and	ethical	invasive	hunting	practices.	Public	perception	and	education	play	a	vital	role	in	addressing	the	issue	of	invasive	hunting.	When	the	public	understands	the	importance	of	invasive	hunting	and	the
measures	being	taken	to	mitigate	its	impact,	they	are	more	likely	to	support	and	advocate	for	our	efforts.	By	sharing	our	knowledge	and	expertise,	we	can	foster	a	sense	of	community	and	cooperation,	which	is	essential	for	successful	invasive	hunting	practices.	Transparency	and	openness	can	help	to	build	trust	and	confidence,	encouraging	the	public
to	join	us	in	our	quest	to	protect	our	ecosystem.	When	it	comes	to	invasive	hunting,	one	of	the	biggest	logistical	challenges	we	face	is	navigating	remote	and	inaccessible	terrain.	Imagine	trying	to	track	down	a	python	in	the	depths	of	a	dense	jungle	or	a	swampy	wetland,	where	the	terrain	is	treacherous	and	the	vegetation	is	so	thick	it’s	hard	to	see
your	hand	in	front	of	your	face.	It’s	like	trying	to	find	a	needle	in	a	haystack,	except	the	haystack	is	on	steroids	and	the	needle	is	hiding	from	you.	The	remoteness	of	these	areas	makes	it	difficult	to	access	the	necessary	equipment,	personnel,	and	resources	to	successfully	capture	and	remove	the	invasive	species.	Another	significant	logistical	pitfall	is
the	impact	of	weather	and	climate	factors	on	our	operations.	Imagine	trying	to	track	a	python	during	a	torrential	downpour,	when	the	rain	is	so	heavy	it’s	hard	to	see	a	few	feet	in	front	of	you,	or	during	a	heatwave,	when	the	temperature	reaches	100	degrees	Fahrenheit	and	the	sun	beats	down	relentlessly.	The	weather	can	make	it	impossible	to	work
effectively,	and	the	climate	can	affect	the	very	trajectory	of	our	mission.	For	example,	if	we’re	trying	to	track	a	python	during	a	drought,	the	reduction	in	vegetation	cover	can	make	it	more	difficult	to	detect,	while	a	flood	can	wash	away	critical	habitat	and	alter	the	snake’s	behavior.	Finally,	logistical	challenges	are	also	often	stymied	by	budget	and
resource	constraints.	Imagine	being	given	a	limited	budget	to	cover	the	costs	of	equipment,	personnel,	and	travel,	only	to	find	that	the	terrain	and	weather	are	making	it	much	harder	to	accomplish	the	task	at	hand.	Unless	we	have	a	reliable	and	consistent	source	of	funding,	we	may	struggle	to	effectively	address	the	ecological	risks	of	invasive
hunting.	Additionally,	depending	on	our	location,	we	may	face	resource	constraints	such	as	limited	access	to	medical	care,	communication,	and	emergency	services.	Scientific	Research	and	Findings	Population	Dynamics	and	Size	Scientific	research	has	made	significant	strides	in	understanding	the	population	dynamics	and	size	of	invasive	hunting
targets.	Studies	have	shown	that	the	population	of	these	species	can	fluctuate	dramatically	over	time,	making	it	challenging	to	develop	effective	management	strategies.	For	instance,	a	recent	study	on	Python	population	structure	found	that	population	genetics	data	can	be	used	to	inform	invasive	species	management.	This	approach	can	help	identify
key	population	dynamics	and	inform	conservation	efforts.	This	is	crucial,	as	a	better	understanding	of	population	dynamics	can	inform	strategies	to	mitigate	the	effects	of	invasive	hunting.	One	of	the	key	findings	is	that	the	population	size	and	structure	of	invasive	hunting	targets	can	be	influenced	by	various	factors	such	as	habitat,	diet,	and	climate.
For	example,	a	study	on	the	impact	of	habitat	fragmentation	on	Python	population	dynamics	found	that	fragmented	habitats	can	lead	to	reduced	population	sizes	and	increased	extinction	risk.	This	highlights	the	importance	of	considering	the	interconnectedness	of	ecosystems	when	developing	conservation	strategies.	Habitat	and	Diet	Adaptations
Invasive	hunting	targets	have	evolved	unique	adaptations	to	inhabit	a	wide	range	of	environments.	For	instance,	Python	species	have	been	found	to	inhabit	diverse	habitats,	from	dense	rainforests	to	open	grasslands.	This	adaptability	is	crucial	for	their	survival,	as	it	allows	them	to	exploit	different	resources	and	avoid	predators.	Similarly,	their	diet
adaptations	have	been	found	to	play	a	significant	role	in	determining	population	dynamics.	A	study	on	the	foraging	behavior	of	Python	species	found	that	their	diet	is	characterized	by	a	mix	of	insectivory	and	vertebrate	consumption.	This	dualistic	diet	allows	them	to	thrive	in	environments	with	limited	resources.	Moreover,	habitat	and	diet	adaptations
can	influence	the	impact	of	invasive	hunting	on	ecosystem	function.	For	example,	a	study	on	the	impact	of	habitat	destruction	on	Python	populations	found	that	habitat	destruction	can	lead	to	reduced	population	sizes	and	altered	ecosystem	processes.	This	highlights	the	importance	of	considering	the	cascading	effects	of	invasive	hunting	on	ecosystem
function	when	developing	conservation	strategies.	Radio	Tracking	and	Monitoring	Radio	tracking	and	monitoring	have	become	essential	tools	for	understanding	the	behavior	and	ecology	of	invasive	hunting	targets.	These	methods	allow	researchers	to	track	the	movement	patterns	and	habitat	use	of	these	species,	providing	valuable	insights	into	their
population	dynamics	and	behavior.	For	instance,	a	study	on	the	use	of	radio	tracking	for	monitoring	Python	populations	found	that	this	method	can	be	used	to	detect	population	movements	and	identify	key	habitat	areas.	This	information	can	be	used	to	inform	effective	conservation	strategies	and	minimize	the	impact	of	invasive	hunting	on	ecosystems.
Radio	tracking	and	monitoring	have	also	been	used	to	study	the	spatial	ecology	of	invasive	hunting	targets.	For	example,	a	study	on	the	spatial	ecology	of	Python	populations	found	that	they	exhibit	a	high	degree	of	spatial	fidelity,	with	individuals	often	returning	to	specific	habitat	areas.	This	highlights	the	importance	of	considering	the	spatial
structure	of	ecosystems	when	developing	conservation	strategies.	By	understanding	the	population	dynamics,	habitat	and	diet	adaptations,	and	behavior	of	invasive	hunting	targets,	researchers	can	develop	effective	conservation	strategies	that	mitigate	the	impact	of	invasive	hunting	on	ecosystems.	This	knowledge	can	be	used	to	inform	policy	and
management	decisions,	ultimately	protecting	biodiversity	and	ecosystem	function.	Hunting	on	Private	Land:	Nonnative	reptiles	like	Burmese	pythons	can	be	humanely	killed	on	private	lands	at	any	time	with	landowner	permission	-	no	permit	required-	and	the	FWC	encourages	people	to	capture	and	humanely	kill	pythons	from	private	lands	whenever
possible.	There	is	no	bag	limit.	Not	only	can	you	legally	hunt	pythons	365	days	a	year	on	private	land	and	on	25	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife	Conservation	Commission	(FWC)	areas	without	a	permit	or	hunting	license,	but	you	can	also	compete	in	a	state-sponsored	Python	Challenge,	which	offers	cash	prizes	to	participants.	Contractors	are	paid	hourly	–
$13	or	$18,	depending	on	the	area	–	for	removal	efforts.	Additionally,	freelancers	earn	$50	for	each	python	up	to	4	feet	long,	plus	$25	for	each	additional	foot.	They	also	receive	$200	per	nest	removal	field-verified	by	FWC.	Online	applications	are	accepted	year-round.	Sometimes,	scientists	ask	to	get	the	pythons	alive	so	that	they	can	be	tracked.
Hunters	like	Crum	deposit	them	in	designated	drop	boxes	during	night	hunts	and	email	researchers	to	come	get	them	in	the	morning.	Python	can	be	substituted	in	a	variety	of	dishes	that	call	for	pork	or	chicken.	A	common	method	of	preparation	is	to	steam,	braise,	or	pressure	cook	the	meat	before	adding	to	the	recipe.	The	flavor	is	akin	to	that	of
alligator	meat.	The	eggs	of	the	python	can	also	be	consumed	like	poultry	eggs	or	used	in	baking.	Florida's	python	contracting	programs	This	is	a	sister	program	to	the	South	Florida	Water	Management	District's	python	elimination	program,	which	began	the	same	year.	Python	removal	agents	earn	anywhere	from	$13	to	$18	per	hour	depending	on	the
area	they	are	hunting	for	up	to	10	hours	a	day.	Do	Florida	panthers	eat	pythons?	Alligators,	black	bears,	and	Florida	panthers	are	also	known	to	be	capable	of	eating	adult	pythons.	Bobcats	have	been	known	to	attack	adult	pythons,	although	this	had	never	been	photographically	documented	until	now.	Can	hunters	shoot	pythons	in	Florida?	Hunting	on
Private	Land:	Nonnative	reptiles	like	Burmese	pythons	can	be	humanely	killed	on	private	lands	at	any	time	with	landowner	permission	-	no	permit	required-	and	the	FWC	encourages	people	to	capture	and	humanely	kill	pythons	from	private	lands	whenever	possible.	What	do	the	python	hunters	do	with	the	snakes?	After	captured	pythons	are	properly
euthanized,	they	can	be	sold	for	their	skin	or	even	their	meat.	Python	meat	sales	are	legal	in	the	United	States,	and	one	online	site	advertises	boneless	Burmese	Python	meat	for	$99.99	per	pound.	Exotic	Meat	Market	says,	“Python	meat	is	pink	in	color.	How	much	do	you	get	paid	for	hunting	pythons	in	Florida?	All	year	long,	the	state	pays	"python
removal	agents"	$13	to	$18	an	hour	and	$25	per	foot	of	python	over	4	feet.	The	pro	can	earn	$200	for	a	verified	active	nest.	Anyone	can	apply	online.	The	FWC	claimed	that	more	than	18,000	pythons	have	been	reported	as	removed	from	the	wild	in	the	state.	Are	there	anacondas	in	Florida?	Green	anacondas	are	not	native	to	Florida	and	are
considered	an	invasive	species	due	to	their	impacts	to	native	wildlife.	Like	all	nonnative	reptile	species,	green	anacondas	are	not	protected	in	Florida	except	by	anti-cruelty	law	and	can	be	humanely	killed	on	private	property	with	landowner	permission.	How	do	they	euthanize	pythons	in	Florida?	Air	guns	and	captive	bolts	may	be	used	to	humanely	kill
pythons	at	any	time	of	day	or	night.	Air	guns	may	not	be	used	for	the	take	of	any	native	wildlife	at	night.	How	much	do	python	hunters	get	per	snake?	“And	then	when	a	contracted	hunter	has	a	snake,	they	get	paid	$50	for	any	snake	that's	four	feet	or	less.	Then	for	every	foot	over	four	feet,	they	get	another	$25.	So,	like,	a	10-foot	snake	is	going	to	get
them	to	[$200].”	But	Petty	and	her	husband,	Garry,	aren't	contracted	just	yet.	Do	pythons	have	to	be	alive	to	collect	the	bounty	in	Florida?	Florida	state	statutes	require	that	harvested	pythons	must	be	killed	humanely.	Can	you	hunt	pythons	with	a	gun?	Can	Firearms	Be	Used	to	Remove	Pythons?	Yes.	Firearm	use	must	be	consistent	with	the	terms	of
the	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife	Conservation	Commission	(FWC)	permit	issued	to	SFWMD,	as	well	as	local,	State	and	Federal	regulations.	Can	you	shoot	pythons	in	Florida	on	public	land?	Private	lands:	Nonnative	reptiles	may	be	humanely	killed	on	private	lands	at	any	time	with	landowner	permission	-	no	permit	required.	Public	lands:	Nonnative
reptiles	may	be	humanely	killed	without	a	permit	on	32	Commission-managed	lands	(per	the	specific	area	regulations).	What	eats	pythons	in	Florida?	However,	various	Florida	animals	like	bobcats	and	alligators	will	eat	young	pythons	smaller	than	8	feet	or	so.	But	adult	pythons	have	no	predators	here	except	human	hunters.	How	many	pythons	were
caught	in	the	2023	python	challenge?	Jeanette	Nuñez,	announced	the	10	winners	of	this	year's	Florida	Python	Challenge,	seeing	80	Burmese	Pythons	captured	among	the	champions.	The	python	removal	competition	began	at	midnight	on	Aug.	4	and	concluded	on	Aug.	13	with	more	than	200	snakes	removed	from	the	south	Florida	swamps.	What	is	the
largest	python	caught	in	Florida?	The	longest	python	captured	in	Florida	measured	19	feet	and	weighed	125	pounds,	Bartoszek	said.	Remains	of	white-tailed	deer	hooves	were	found	in	the	python's	stomach,	a	reminder,	Bartoszek	said,	that	these	snakes	"are	big	game	hunters."	What	is	the	reward	for	killing	the	Burmese	pythons?	A	Florida	challenge	is
giving	snake	hunters	the	chance	to	win	a	share	of	$30,000	in	prizes.	The	top	prize	of	$10,000	will	go	to	the	participant	who	removes	the	most	Burmese	pythons.	Officials	say	Burmese	pythons	are	an	invasive	species	and	harmful	to	the	Everglades	ecosystem.	How	many	pythons	have	been	killed	in	the	Everglades?	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife	estimates
there	are	between	100,000	to	300,000	Burmese	pythons	in	the	Everglades	and	they	need	help	getting	rid	of	them.	Since	2000,	more	than	18,000	Burmese	pythons	have	been	removed.	Is	it	illegal	to	sell	pythons	in	Florida?	Prohibited	animals	include	"Burmese	or	Indian	python	(Python	molurus),	reticulated	python	(Python	reticulatus),	Northern	African
python	(Python	sebae),	Southern	African	python	(Python	natalensis),	amethystine	or	scrub	python	(Morelia	amethistina),	green	anaconda	(Eunectes	murinus),	Nile	monitor	(Varanus	niloticus),	and	...	What	is	a	pythons	biggest	predator?	Pythons	have	predators.	Small,	young	pythons	may	be	attacked	and	eaten	by	a	variety	of	birds,	wild	dogs	and
hyenas,	large	frogs,	large	insects	and	spiders,	and	even	other	snakes.	But	adult	pythons	are	also	at	risk	from	birds	of	prey	and	even	lions	and	leopards.	What	eats	a	python	snake?	A	USGS	paper	cataloging	years	of	python	data	points	out	that	other	native	mammals	make	a	habit	of	eating	snakes,	and	might	therefore	find	baby	pythons	appetizing.	They
include	some	victims	of	larger	pythons,	including	river	otters,	Everglades	mink,	coyote,	raccoon,	gray	fox	and	possums.	What	is	the	biggest	animal	that	a	python	can	eat?	Key	Points:	African	rock	pythons	eat	large	animals	like	monkeys,	warthogs,	antelopes,	vultures,	crocodiles,	dogs,	and	goats.	Burmese	pythons	have	been	known	to	eat	alligators.	The
largest	animal	eaten	by	a	snake	that	was	recorded	was	a	150lb	hyena.	The	Burmese	python,	an	invasive	snake	species	wreaking	havoc	on	Florida’s	native	wildlife,	seems	like	an	obvious	target	for	control	by	hunting	and	shooting.	However,	the	reality	of	safely	and	effectively	managing	pythons	in	the	complex	Everglades	ecosystem	is	much	more
complicated.	In	this	in-depth	guide,	we’ll	explore	the	reasons	shooting	pythons	alone	won’t	solve	Florida’s	snake	problem.	If	you’re	short	on	time,	here’s	the	quick	answer:	Despite	python	hunting	efforts,	shooting	alone	can’t	effectively	control	Florida’s	pythons	due	to	their	elusive	nature,	inaccessible	habitat,	ability	to	hide	from	hunters,	and
difficulties	tracking	populations.	Challenges	Hunting	Elusive	Pythons	Hunting	pythons	in	Florida	is	no	easy	task.	These	invasive	snakes	have	adapted	to	their	environment	in	ways	that	make	them	difficult	to	track	down	and	eliminate.	Here	are	some	of	the	challenges	faced	by	those	trying	to	control	the	python	population:	Stealthy	Habits	and
Camouflage	Pythons	are	known	for	their	stealthy	habits	and	excellent	camouflage.	Their	ability	to	blend	into	their	surroundings	makes	them	nearly	invisible	to	the	human	eye.	This	makes	it	incredibly	difficult	for	hunters	to	spot	them	in	the	dense	vegetation	of	the	Everglades.	Even	experienced	hunters	can	walk	right	past	a	python	without	even
realizing	it’s	there.	Vast	Remote	Habitat	The	Everglades,	where	pythons	thrive,	is	a	vast	and	remote	habitat.	With	over	1.5	million	acres	of	wetlands,	swamps,	and	mangroves,	it	can	be	challenging	for	hunters	to	navigate	and	cover	such	a	large	area	effectively.	Pythons	can	easily	hide	and	disappear	in	this	expansive	landscape,	making	it	even	more
challenging	to	locate	and	eliminate	them.	Nocturnal	Nature	Pythons	are	primarily	nocturnal	creatures,	meaning	they	are	most	active	during	the	night.	This	nocturnal	behavior	further	complicates	the	hunting	process,	as	hunters	have	to	venture	into	the	Everglades	during	the	dark	hours.	It	requires	a	high	level	of	skill,	patience,	and	dedication	to	hunt
pythons	at	night,	making	the	task	even	more	challenging.	Skilled	Swimmers	Not	only	are	pythons	skilled	at	hiding	and	blending	in,	but	they	are	also	excellent	swimmers.	They	can	navigate	through	the	water	with	ease,	making	it	difficult	for	hunters	to	track	them	down.	Pythons	can	stay	submerged	for	long	periods	and	travel	long	distances,	further
complicating	the	hunt.	Their	ability	to	swim	allows	them	to	access	remote	areas,	making	it	even	harder	to	control	their	population.	Difficulties	Managing	Invasive	Species	Managing	invasive	species	can	be	a	challenging	task,	and	this	is	particularly	true	when	it	comes	to	dealing	with	pythons	in	Florida.	These	snakes	have	become	one	of	the	most
problematic	invasive	species	in	the	state,	causing	significant	ecological	and	economic	damage.	Several	factors	contribute	to	the	difficulties	faced	in	managing	these	invasive	snakes.	Rapid	Reproduction	One	of	the	main	challenges	in	controlling	the	python	population	in	Florida	is	their	rapid	reproduction	rate.	Female	pythons	can	lay	up	to	100	eggs	at	a
time,	and	they	can	reproduce	multiple	times	in	a	single	year.	This	high	fertility	rate	makes	it	difficult	to	keep	their	numbers	in	check,	as	their	population	can	quickly	grow	exponentially.	Lack	of	Natural	Predators	Another	factor	that	makes	managing	pythons	challenging	is	the	lack	of	natural	predators	in	the	region.	In	their	native	habitats,	pythons
have	natural	predators	that	help	keep	their	population	in	balance.	However,	in	Florida,	the	absence	of	these	predators	allows	the	pythons	to	thrive	and	multiply	without	any	significant	threats	to	their	survival.	This	lack	of	natural	control	mechanisms	makes	it	even	more	important	for	humans	to	intervene	and	manage	the	python	population.	Climate
Suitable	for	Survival	The	warm	and	humid	climate	of	Florida	provides	an	ideal	environment	for	pythons	to	survive	and	thrive.	These	snakes	are	native	to	tropical	regions,	and	the	climate	in	Florida	closely	resembles	their	natural	habitat.	The	favorable	climate	allows	pythons	to	adapt	and	persist,	making	it	even	more	challenging	to	control	their	spread
and	population.	Food	Source	Abundance	Pythons	in	Florida	also	benefit	from	the	abundance	of	food	sources	available	to	them.	The	Everglades,	in	particular,	provides	a	diverse	ecosystem	with	a	wide	range	of	prey	species,	including	birds,	mammals,	and	reptiles.	The	availability	of	ample	food	sources	ensures	that	pythons	can	find	sustenance	easily,
contributing	to	their	survival	and	population	growth.	Efforts	to	manage	the	python	population	in	Florida	involve	a	combination	of	methods,	including	trapping,	hunting,	and	public	education.	It	is	important	to	address	the	difficulties	posed	by	the	rapid	reproduction,	lack	of	natural	predators,	suitable	climate,	and	abundant	food	sources	to	effectively
manage	invasive	species	like	pythons	in	Florida.	Problems	Tracking	Python	Populations	Tracking	python	populations	in	Florida	poses	several	challenges,	making	it	difficult	to	effectively	manage	and	control	their	numbers.	These	issues	include:	No	Reliable	Census	Methods	Unlike	some	other	invasive	species,	accurately	estimating	the	population	of
pythons	in	Florida	is	a	daunting	task.	The	snakes	are	elusive	and	can	easily	camouflage	themselves	in	the	dense	vegetation	of	the	Everglades.	Traditional	census	methods,	such	as	visual	surveys	or	capturing	and	tagging,	are	not	effective	due	to	the	pythons’	secretive	nature.	Without	reliable	census	data,	it	becomes	harder	for	authorities	to	gauge	the
extent	of	the	python	problem	and	develop	appropriate	management	strategies.	Cryptic	Nesting	Habits	Another	factor	that	complicates	tracking	python	populations	is	their	cryptic	nesting	behavior.	Female	pythons	lay	their	eggs	in	hidden	locations,	such	as	underground	burrows	or	thick	vegetation,	making	it	challenging	for	researchers	to	locate	and
monitor	their	nests.	This	nesting	behavior	contributes	to	the	rapid	reproduction	of	pythons	in	the	wild,	exacerbating	the	issue	of	population	control.	Challenges	Recruiting	Hunters	While	recruiting	hunters	to	help	manage	the	python	population	seems	like	a	logical	solution,	there	are	challenges	associated	with	this	approach.	Despite	efforts	to
incentivize	python	removal,	such	as	cash	rewards	or	special	hunting	permits,	the	task	of	capturing	these	large	and	elusive	snakes	can	be	daunting	for	many.	Additionally,	the	dangerous	nature	of	handling	pythons,	especially	those	of	considerable	size,	deters	some	individuals	from	participating	in	python	removal	programs.	This	difficulty	in	recruiting
hunters	limits	the	number	of	people	actively	involved	in	controlling	the	python	population.	Hard	to	Confirm	Kills	Even	when	pythons	are	successfully	captured	or	killed,	confirming	these	kills	can	be	challenging.	Pythons	have	a	remarkable	ability	to	blend	into	their	surroundings,	making	it	difficult	to	spot	them	once	they	are	captured.	This	means	that
some	pythons	may	go	unreported,	leading	to	an	underestimation	of	the	overall	population	and	hindering	efforts	to	keep	their	numbers	in	check.	Additional	Control	Methods	Needed	While	shooting	pythons	in	Florida	may	seem	like	a	straightforward	solution	to	the	invasive	species	problem,	there	are	several	reasons	why	it	is	not	the	primary	control
method	used.	Instead,	wildlife	management	experts	have	been	exploring	various	additional	control	methods	to	effectively	manage	the	python	population.	These	methods	include:	Capturing	and	Euthanizing	One	of	the	most	common	control	methods	used	is	capturing	and	euthanizing	pythons.	Skilled	hunters	and	trappers	are	employed	to	locate	and
capture	these	snakes,	which	are	then	humanely	euthanized.	This	method	helps	to	remove	individual	pythons	from	the	environment	and	prevent	them	from	reproducing.	Research	on	Natural	Predators	Another	approach	being	explored	is	the	research	on	natural	predators	of	pythons.	By	studying	the	behavior	and	feeding	habits	of	animals	like	alligators
and	birds	of	prey,	scientists	hope	to	encourage	these	predators	to	target	pythons	as	a	food	source.	This	method	leverages	the	natural	ecosystem	and	could	potentially	help	control	the	python	population	in	a	more	sustainable	way.	Establishing	Tolerance	Thresholds	Establishing	tolerance	thresholds	is	also	an	important	aspect	of	managing	the	python
population.	By	determining	the	number	of	pythons	that	can	coexist	with	native	species	without	causing	significant	ecological	damage,	wildlife	management	experts	can	set	goals	and	strategies	to	keep	the	population	in	check.	This	approach	ensures	a	balance	between	controlling	the	pythons	and	maintaining	a	healthy	ecosystem.	Preventing
Unregulated	Pets	One	of	the	underlying	causes	of	the	python	invasion	in	Florida	is	the	release	of	unregulated	pet	pythons	into	the	wild.	To	address	this	issue,	stricter	regulations	and	enforcement	on	the	ownership	and	trade	of	exotic	pets	are	being	implemented.	By	preventing	the	introduction	of	more	pythons	into	the	environment,	future	population
growth	can	be	minimized.	It	is	important	to	note	that	these	additional	control	methods	are	not	mutually	exclusive,	and	a	combination	of	approaches	is	often	used	for	optimal	results.	The	goal	is	to	effectively	manage	the	python	population	and	protect	the	native	wildlife	and	ecosystem	of	Florida.	Ongoing	Adaptive	Python	Management	Florida	is	facing	a
significant	challenge	with	the	introduction	of	non-native	Burmese	pythons	into	its	ecosystem.	These	large	snakes,	which	can	grow	up	to	20	feet	long,	have	been	wreaking	havoc	on	the	state’s	native	wildlife,	including	birds,	mammals,	and	reptiles.	In	response,	wildlife	officials	and	researchers	have	implemented	an	ongoing	adaptive	python	management
strategy	to	control	and	reduce	the	population	of	these	invasive	species.	Combining	Lethal	and	Nonlethal	Methods	One	of	the	key	components	of	Florida’s	python	management	strategy	is	the	use	of	both	lethal	and	nonlethal	methods.	Lethal	methods,	such	as	hunting	and	trapping,	are	necessary	to	remove	pythons	from	the	ecosystem	and	prevent	them
from	reproducing.	Nonlethal	methods,	on	the	other	hand,	focus	on	capturing	and	relocating	pythons	to	areas	where	they	pose	less	of	a	threat.	By	combining	these	approaches,	wildlife	officials	hope	to	effectively	manage	the	python	population	while	minimizing	the	impact	on	other	wildlife	species.	Engaging	Public	Help	in	Reporting	The	Florida	Fish
and	Wildlife	Conservation	Commission	has	actively	engaged	the	public	in	reporting	python	sightings.	They	have	created	a	dedicated	hotline	and	website	where	people	can	submit	information	about	python	sightings,	which	helps	researchers	and	wildlife	officials	track	the	spread	of	these	invasive	snakes.	This	collaboration	between	the	public	and
experts	is	crucial	in	identifying	areas	with	high	python	populations	and	implementing	targeted	management	strategies.	Expanding	Hunting	Programs	To	further	combat	the	python	invasion,	Florida	has	expanded	hunting	programs	to	encourage	the	public	to	participate	in	python	removal	efforts.	These	hunting	programs	provide	training	and	permits	to
individuals	interested	in	assisting	with	python	management.	By	involving	hunters,	who	have	knowledge	and	experience	in	tracking	and	capturing	wildlife,	the	state	can	effectively	increase	the	number	of	python	removals	and	reduce	the	impact	on	native	species.	Developing	New	Technologies	Researchers	are	also	actively	exploring	the	use	of	new
technologies	to	enhance	python	management	efforts.	For	example,	drones	equipped	with	thermal	imaging	cameras	can	help	identify	and	locate	pythons	in	hard-to-reach	areas.	Additionally,	acoustic	sensors	are	being	tested	to	detect	the	specific	calls	and	movements	of	pythons,	allowing	for	more	targeted	and	efficient	removal.	These	innovative
approaches	can	significantly	improve	the	effectiveness	of	python	management	programs	in	Florida.	Conclusion	Managing	invasive	Burmese	pythons	sustainably	requires	Florida	wildlife	officials	to	employ	diverse	control	methods	beyond	shooting	alone.	A	flexible,	adaptive	approach	using	both	lethal	and	nonlethal	tools	can	more	effectively	target
these	elusive	predators	in	hard-to-access	swamp	habitats.	While	python	hunting	provides	public	engagement,	the	state	must	also	invest	in	research,	population	tracking,	and	prevention	to	protect	the	Everglades’	ecological	balance.
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