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KIND	OF	TEST	Ratna	Komala	Dewi	Nuke	Sari	Nastiti	A.	Based	on	Purposes	There	are	many	kinds	of	tests;	each	test	has	specific	purpose	and	a	particular	criterion	to	be	measured.	This	paper	will	explain	about	five	kinds	of	tests	based	on	specific	purposes.	Those	tests	are	proficiency	test,	diagnostic	test,	placement	test,	achievement	test,	language
aptitude	test.	1.	Proficiency	Test	The	purpose	of	proficiency	test	is	to	test	global	competence	in	a	language.	It	tests	overall	ability	regardless	of	any	training	they	previously	had	in	the	language.	Proficiency	tests	have	traditionally	consisted	of	standardized	multiple-choices	item	on	grammar,	vocabulary,	reading	comprehension,	and	listening
comprehension.	One	of	a	standardized	proficiency	test	is	TOEFL.	2.	Diagnostic	Test	The	purpose	is	to	diagnose	specific	aspects	of	a	language.	These	tests	offer	a	checklist	of	features	for	the	teacher	to	use	in	discovering	difficulties.	Proficiency	tests	should	elicit	information	on	what	students	need	to	work	in	the	future;	therefore	the	test	will	typically
offer	more	detailed	subcategorized	information	on	the	learner.	For	example,	a	writing	diagnostic	test	would	first	elicit	a	writing	sample	of	the	students.	Then,	the	teacher	would	identify	the	organization,	content,	spelling,	grammar,	or	vocabulary	of	their	writing.	Based	on	that	identifying,	teacher	would	know	the	needs	of	students	that	should	have
special	focus.	3.	Placement	Test	The	purpose	of	placement	test	is	to	place	a	student	into	a	particular	level	or	section	of	a	language	curriculum	or	school.	It	usually	includes	a	sampling	of	the	material	to	be	covered	in	the	various	courses	in	a	curriculum.	A	student’s	performance	on	the	test	should	indicate	the	point	at	which	the	student	will	find	material
neither	too	easy	nor	too	difficult.	Placement	tests	come	in	many	varieties:	assessing	comprehension	and	production,	responding	through	written	and	oral	performance,	multiple	choice,	and	gap	filling	formats.	One	of	the	examples	of	Placement	tests	is	the	English	as	a	Second	Language	Placement	Test	(ESLPT)	at	San	Francisco	State	University.	4.
Achievement	Test	The	purpose	of	achievement	tests	is	to	determine	whether	course	objectives	have	been	met	with	skills	acquired	by	the	end	of	a	period	of	instruction.	Achievement	tests	should	be	limited	to	particular	material	addressed	in	a	curriculum	within	a	particular	time	frame.	Achievement	tests	belong	to	summative	because	they	are
administered	at	the	end	on	a	unit/term	of	study.	It	analyzes	the	extent	to	which	students	have	acquired	language	that	have	already	been	taught.	5.	Language	Aptitude	Test	The	purpose	of	language	aptitude	test	is	to	predict	a	person’s	success	to	exposure	to	the	foreign	language.	According	to	John	Carrol	and	Stanley	Sapon	(the	authors	of	MLAT),
language	aptitude	tests	does	not	refer	to	whether	or	not	an	individual	can	learn	a	foreign	language;	but	it	refers	to	how	well	an	individual	can	learn	a	foreign	language	in	a	given	amount	of	time	and	under	given	conditions.	In	other	words,	this	test	is	done	to	determine	how	quickly	and	easily	a	learner	learn	language	in	language	course	or	language
training	program.	Standardized	aptitude	tests	have	been	used	in	the	United	States:	The	Modern	Language	Aptitude	Test	(MLAT)	The	Pimsleur	Language	Aptitude	Battery	(PLAB)	B.	Based	on	Response	There	are	two	kinds	of	tests	based	on	response.	They	are	subjective	test	and	objective	test.	1.	Subjective	Test	Subjective	test	is	a	test	in	which	the
learners	ability	or	performance	are	judged	by	examiners’	opinion	and	judgment.	The	example	of	subjective	test	is	using	essay	and	short	answer.	2.	Objective	Test	Objective	test	is	a	test	in	which	learners	ability	or	performance	are	measured	using	specific	set	of	answer,	means	there	are	only	two	possible	answer,	right	and	wrong.	In	other	word,	the
score	is	according	to	right	answers.	Type	of	objective	test	includes	multiple	choice	tests,	true	or	false	test,	matching	and	problem	based	questions.	Advantages	and	Disadvantages	of	Commonly	Used	Types	of	Objective	Test	Type	of	test	Advantages	Disadvantages	True	or	False	Many	items	can	be	administered	in	a	relatively	short	time.	Moderately	easy
to	write	and	easily	scored.	Limited	primarily	to	testing	knowledge	of	information.	Easy	to	guess	correctly	on	many	items,	even	if	material	has	not	been	mastered.	Multiple	Choice	Can	be	used	to	assess	a	broad	range	of	content	in	a	brief	period.	Skillfully	written	items	can	be	measure	higher	order	cognitive	skills.	Can	be	scored	quickly.	Difficult	and
time	consuming	to	write	good	items.	Possible	to	assess	higher	order	cognitive	skills,	but	most	items	assess	only	knowledge.	Some	correct	answers	can	be	guesses.	Matching	Items	can	be	written	quickly.	A	broad	range	of	content	can	be	assessed.	Scoring	can	be	done	efficiently.	Higher	order	cognitive	skills	difficult	to	assess.	Advantages	and
Disadvantages	of	Commonly	Used	Types	of	Subjective	Test	Type	of	test	Advantages	Disadvantages	Short	Answer	Many	can	be	administered	in	a	brief	amount	of	time.	Relatively	efficient	to	score.	Moderately	easy	to	write	items.	Difficult	to	identify	defensible	criteria	for	correct	answers.	Limited	to	questions	that	can	be	answered	or	completed	in	a	few
words.	Essay	Can	be	used	to	measure	higher	order	cognitive	skills.	Easy	to	write	questions.	Difficult	for	respondent	to	get	correct	answer	by	guessing.	Time	consuming	to	administer	and	score.	Difficult	to	identify	reliable	criteria	for	scoring.	Only	a	limited	range	of	content	can	be	sampled	during	any	one	testing	period.	C.	Based	on	Orientation	and	The
Way	to	Test	Language	testing	is	divided	into	two	types	based	on	the	orientation.	They	are	language	competence	test	and	performance	language	test.	Language	competence	test	is	a	test	that	involves	components	of	language	such	as	vocabullary,	grammar,	and	pronounciation	while	performance	test	is	a	test	that	involve	the	basic	skills	in	English	that
are	writing,	speaking,	listening	and	reading.	Moreover	language	testing	is	also	divided	into	two	types	based	on	the	way	to	test.	They	are	direct	testing	and	indirect	testing.	Direct	testing	is	a	test	that	the	process	to	elicit	students	competences	uses	basic	skill,	like	speaking,	writing,	listening,	or	reading	while	indirect	languange	testing	is	a	test	that	the
process	to	elicit	students	competences	does	not	use	basic	skills.	From	the	explanation	above,	language	testing	can	be	divided	into	four	types	based	on	orientation	and	the	way	to	test.	They	are	direct	competence	test,	indirect	competence	test,	direct	performance	test,	and	indirect	performance	test.			Direct	Indirect	Competence/	system	I	II	Performance
III	IV	1.		Direct	Competence	Tests	The	direct	competence	test	is	a	test	that	focus	on	to	measure	the	students	knowledge	about	language	component,	like	grammar	or	vocabulary,	which	the	elicitation	uses	one	of	the	basic	skills,	speaking,	listening,	reading,	or	writing.	For	the	example,	a	teacher	want	to	know	about	students	grammar	knowledge.	The
teacher	ask	the	students	to	write	a	letter	to	elicit	students	knowledge	in	grammar.	2.	Indirect	Competence	Test	The	indirect	competence	test	is	a	test	that	focus	on	to	measure	the	students	knowledge	about	language	component,	like	grammar	or	vocabulary,	which	the	elicitation	does	not	use	one	of	the	basic	skills,	speaking,	listening,	reading,	or
writing.	The	elicitation	in	this	test	uses	other	ways,	such	as	multiple	choice.	For	example,	the	teacher	want	to	know	about	students	grammar	knowledge.	The	teacher	gives	a	multiple	choice	test	for	the	students	to	measure	students	knowledge	in	grammar.	3.	Direct	Performance	Test	Direct	performance	test	is	a	test	that	focus	on	to	measure	the
students	skill	in	reading,	writing,	speaking,	and	listening	that	the	elicitation	is	through	direct	communication.	For	example,	the	teacher	want	to	know	the	students	skill	in	writing,	the	teacher	ask	the	students	to	write	a	letter,	or	to	write	a	short	story.	4.	Indirect	Performance	Test	Indirect	performance	test	is	a	test	that	focus	on		measure	the	students
skill	in	reading,	writing,	speaking,	and	listening	that	the	elicitation	does	not	use	the	basic	skill.	For	example,	the	teacher	want	to	measure	the	sutedents	skill	in	listening.	The	teacher	gives	some	picture	and	asks	the	students	to	arrange	the	students	the	pictures	into	correct	order	based	on	the	story	that	they	listen	to.	D.	Based	on	Score	Interpretation
												There	are	two	kinds	of	tests	based	on	score	interpretation.	They	are	norm-referenced	test	and	criterion-referenced	test.	1.	Norm-Referenced	Test	Norm-referenced	tests	are	designed	to	highlight	achievement	differences	between	and	among	students	to	produce	a	dependable	rank	order	of	students	across	a	continuum	of	achievement	from	high
achievers	to	low	achievers	(Stiggins,	1994).	School	systems	might	want	to	classify	students	in	this	way	so	that	they	can	be	properly	placed	in	remedial	or	gifted	programs.	The	content	of	norm-referenced	tests	is	selected	according	to	how	well	it	ranks	students	from	high	achievers	to	low.	In	other	words,	the	content	selected	in	norm-referenced	tests	is
chosen	by	how	well	it	descriminates	among	students.	A	student’s	performance	on	an	norm	referenced	test	is	interpreted	in	relation	to	the	performance	of	a	large	group	of	similar	students	who	took	the	test	when	it	was	first	normed.	For	example,	if	a	student	receives	a	percentile	rank	score	on	the	total	test	of	34,	this	means	that	he	or	she	performed	as
well	or	better	than	34%	of	the	students	in	the	norm	group.	This	type	of	information	can	useful	for	deciding	whether	or	not	students	need	remedial	assistance	or	is	a	candidate	for	a	gifted	program.	However,	the	score	gives	little	information	about	what	the	student	actually	knows	or	can	do.	2.				Criterion-Referenced	Test	Criterion-referenced	tests
determine	what	test	takers	can	do	and	what	they	know,	not	how	they	compare	to	others	(Anastasi,	1988).	Criterion-referenced	tests	report	how	well	students	are	doing	relative	to	a	pre-determined	performance	level	on	a	specified	set	of	educational	goals	or	outcomes	included	in	the	school,	district,	or	state	curriculum.	Educators	may	choose	to	use	a
criterian-referenced	test	when	they	wish	to	see	how	well	students	have	learned	the	knowledge	and	skills	which	they	are	expected	to	have	mastered.	This	information	may	be	used	as	one	piece	of	information	to	determine	how	well	the	student	is	learning	the	desired	curriculum	and	how	well	the	school	is	teaching	that	curriculum.	The	content	of	a
criterion-referenced	test	is	determined	by	how	well	it	matches	the	learning	outcomes	deemed	most	important.	In	other	words,	the	content	selected	for	the	criterion-standard	tets	is	selected	on	the	basis	of	its	significance	in	the	curriculum.	Criterion-referenced	tests	give	detailed	information	about	how	well	a	student	has	performed	on	each	of	the
educational	goals	or	outcomes	included	on	that	test.	The	Career	Programs	Assessment	Test	(CPAt),	the	ASSET	test	program,	COMPASS	and	ACCUPLACER	are	college	placement	tests	used	by	community	colleges,	technical	and	vocational	schools,	career	and	other	colleges	to	determine	an	incoming	student’s	scholastic	strengths	and	weaknesses	and
to	help	students	select	the	most	appropriate	courses.	Students	generally	take	these	exams	as	part	of	the	admissions	process	after	being	accepted.	Exams	are	administered	by	the	student’s	school.	All	four	are	all	approved	by	the	US	Department	of	Education	for	Ability-to-Benefit	(ATB)	students.	CPAt	The	CPAt	measures	basic	skills	through	a	series	of
three	multiple-choice	exams	that	cover	reading,	math	and	language,	as	well	as	student	demographic	and	school-specific	questions.	The	exam	is	in	paper-and-pencil	form,	and	takes	about	60	minutes	to	complete.	Scores	can	be	computed	immediately	by	the	testing	administrator.	Students	must	score	a	minimum	of	43	in	reading	skills,	41	in	math	and	42
in	language	usage	to	pass	the	CPAt	for	ATB	purposes.	The	reading	comprehension	portion	of	the	exam	tests	for	basic	and	advanced	reading	comprehension	skills,	as	well	as	reading	for	main	ideas.	Test	takers	are	allotted	25	minutes	to	complete	the	30	questions	in	this	section.	The	math	portion	of	the	exam	covers	math	from	the	basic	through
advanced	skill	levels.	The	test	features	problems	that	require	basic	and	advanced	algebra,	geometry,	fractions,	percentages,	averages,	rounding	and	estimation,	exponents,	square	roots,	graphs,	measurement	and	ratios.	The	test	also	features	problems	in	story	form.	Twenty-five	questions	are	presented,	and	the	test	taker	has	20	minutes	to	complete
them.	The	language	assessment	presents	60	questions	about	a	series	of	sentences.	Each	sentence	has	several	underlined	portions,	and	test	takers	must	determine	if	there	are	errors.	The	errors	may	be	found	in	grammar,	spelling,	capitalization,	logic	and	structure	or	in	punctuation.	Test	takers	are	given	15	minutes	to	complete	the	language	arts
portion	of	the	exam.	ASSET	The	ASSET	offers	seven	different	multiple-choice	tests,	including	writing,	reading,	math,	elementary-,	intermediate-	and	college-level	algebra	and	geometry.	Test	takers	are	allotted	25	minutes	for	each	test.	Schools	may	elect	to	offer	just	one	test,	or	any	combination	of	the	seven.	They	may	also	elect	to	add	additional	skill
sections	to	their	test,	such	as	a	writing	sample.	Most	schools	test	their	incoming	students	using	the	three	basic	writing,	reading	and	math	tests.	To	pass,	students	must	score	35	in	writing	and	reading	and	33	in	math.	The	Writing	Skills	Test	includes	36	questions	that	measure	one’s	grammar	usage,	punctuation,	style,	strategy	and	sentence	structure.
An	example	from	the	ASSET	Student	Guide	questions	word	usage.	The	directions	indicate	the	underlined	word	is	in	question,	and	students	have	four	options	–	leave	the	word	as	is	(no	change),	or	three	options	to	correct:	Some	find	that	their	strenuous	efforts	to	earn	a	living	drains	away	the	energy	necessary	for	running.	A.						NO	CHANGE	B.						drain
C.						has	drained	D.					is	draining	ACT	suggests	that	students	taking	the	Writing	Skills	Test	determine	each	paragraph’s	intended	meaning	before	attempting	to	answer	the	questions	related	to	the	paragraph,	and	also	to	substitute	each	multiple-choice	answer	for	the	underlined	portion	to	determine	which	one	is	the	most	appropriate	replacement.	The
Reading	Skills	Test	looks	at	one’s	ability	to	draw	inferences	from	text,	as	well	as	one’s	ability	to	find	information	in	text.	This	section	has	24	questions	that	follow	reading	passages.	Questions	may	ask	one	to	determine	the	meaning	of	a	word	in	a	particular	paragraph	or	ask	about	the	main	idea.	Tips	from	ACT	include	making	sure	test	takers	read	the
passage	in	its	entirety	before	answering	questions,	rereading	selections	as	needed	and	rereading	sentences	before	and	after	a	sentence	in	question	to	make	sure	one	understands	the	context	of	the	words	in	the	sentence.	The	Numerical	Skills	Test	asks	32	questions	and	measures	skills	in	basic	math	and	pre-algebra.	Advanced	tests	in	elementary
algebra,	intermediate	algebra,	college	algebra	and	geometry	each	ask	25	questions.	Calculators	are	not	permitted	on	the	basic	numerical	skills	test,	but	they	are	permitted	on	the	advanced	math	tests.	ACT	recommends	that	students	solve	the	problem	before	looking	at	the	answers,	and	always	double-check	the	math	before	selecting	Not	Given	as	an
answer.	COMPASS	COMPASS	is	a	computerized	test	that	includes	tests	in	math,	reading,	writing	and	English	as	a	Second	Language.	COMPASS	also	includes	a	writing	essay.	With	the	exception	of	the	essay,	the	tests	are	multiple	choice.	Scores	are	generated	immediately,	and	the	report	includes	course	recommendations	as	well	as	registration
instructions.	COMPASS	is	generally	not	a	pass/fail	test	but	rather	provides	guidelines	for	course	registration	so	that	students	take	the	most	relevant	classes.	The	number	of	COMPASS	tests	required	will	depend	on	a	student’s	program	of	study.	The	entire	test	is	designed	to	be	untimed,	though	some	schools	may	limit	the	writing	essay	to	60	minutes.
COMPASS	offers	separate	math	tests	in	pre-algebra	and	numerical	skills,	which	examine	skills	such	as	averages,	fractions,	decimals	and	percentages;	algebra;	college	algebra;	geometry;	and	trigonometry,	as	well	as	15	diagnostic	tests	in	pre-algebra	and	algebra.	Students	may	use	calculators	if	they	meet	test	guidelines,	or	students	can	use	a
computer-based	calculator.	The	Reading	Placement	Test	is	designed	to	figure	out	if	a	student	will	succeed	in	an	entry-level	course	or	needs	remedial	instruction.	The	test	measures	reading	comprehension	and	vocabulary	using	reading	passages	of	practical	reading,	prose	fiction,	natural	science,	social	science	and	humanities.	The	Writing	Skills
Placement	Test	asks	test	takers	to	find	errors	in	essays	and	correct	them.	Errors	may	appear	in	punctuation,	sentence	structure,	basic	grammar,	style,	organization	and	writing	strategy.	Segments	of	the	essay	appear	in	bold,	and	students	are	given	five	multiple-choice	options	to	correct	the	bolded	section.	The	writing	essay,	called	e-Write,	presents	an
issue	to	which	the	test	taker	will	need	to	respond.	The	writer	is	instructed	to	read	the	prompt	and	determine	a	position	to	take	and	develop	a	response.	Responses	are	evaluated	on	the	writer’s	ability	to	take	a	clear	stand	on	the	issue,	use	evidence	and	reasoning	to	support	their	position,	address	the	concerns	of	the	intended	audience,	use	logic	and	a
coherent	style	to	develop	an	argument	and	use	clear	and	effective	language	throughout.	For	ATB	students,	students	must	score	a	minimum	of	62	on	reading,	32	on	writing	skills	and	25	on	math.	Some	schools	may	charge	students	a	fee	to	take	the	COMPASS.	Tennessee	Technical	University,	for	example,	assesses	a	$10	fee.	ACCUPLACER
ACCUPLACER	tests,	like	COMPASS	tests,	are	not	pass	or	fail	exams,	but	rather	are	used	to	help	students	and	their	advisers	plan	appropriate	course	schedules.	ACCUPLACER	is	considered	an	adaptive	test,	which	means	that	the	program	uses	answers	from	previous	questions	to	determine	which	questions	will	follow.	This	helps	to	ensure	that	the	tests
remain	constant	with	the	test	taker’s	skill	level.	The	tests	include	multiple	choice	sections	in	reading,	math,	language	and	writing.	The	tests	are	not	timed,	though	some	schools	may	elect	to	time	the	essay	portion.	ATB	students	must	score	55	on	reading	comprehension,	60	on	sentence	skills	and	34	on	math	to	qualify.	The	Sentence	Skills	Test	includes
20	questions	on	sentence	skills,	including	sentence	correction	and	sentence	rewriting.	Questions	may	ask	about	a	sentence’s	logic	or	question	its	completion.	The	Reading	Comprehension	Test	asks	20	questions	after	several	reading	passages.	In	the	Arithmetic	Test,	17	questions	are	presented	that	deal	with	whole	numbers,	fractions,	decimals,
percentage,	measurement,	geometry,	rate,	estimation	and	basic	addition,	subtraction,	multiplication	and	division	functions.	Students	may	also	take	the	Elementary	Algebra	Test,	which	includes	12	questions	involving	absolute	values,	ordering,	integers	and	negative	rationals,	algebraic	expressions,	multiplication	and	division	of	monomials	and
polynomials,	fractions,	factoring,	word	problems	and	geometric	graphing.	The	College-Level	Math	Test	asks	20	questions	that	assess	the	test	taker’s	abilities	in	intermediate	algebra	through	precalculus.	The	Written	Essay	Test	asks	students	to	take	a	position	on	an	issue	and	respond	to	it	in	300-600	words.	The	essays	are	evaluated	on	focus,
organization,	development,	support,	structure	and	mechanics.	For	all	exams,	be	sure	to	check	with	the	test	administrator,	often	an	admissions	counselor,	about	what	to	bring	to	the	exam,	such	as	pencils,	scratch	paper,	identification	or	even	a	drink	or	snack.	Interested	in	test	prep	for	the	CPAt,	ASSET,	COMPASS	or	ACCUPLACER?	Check	out	our
directory	of	test	prep	providers.	Promoting	access,	equity,	and	mutual	understanding	for	linguistically	and	culturally	diverse	people	around	the	world.	Placement	test	results	determine	some	of	your	first-year	college	classes.	Learn	more	about	these	tests’	formats,	questions,	and	importance.Many	colleges	require	placement	tests	for	incoming	first-year
students.Placement	tests	assess	your	English,	reading,	math,	and	foreign	language	skills.College	placement	test	results	determine	your	first-year	English	and	math	classes.Many	free	resources	exist	to	help	you	prepare	for	test	day.Congratulations	on	entering	college!	You	worked	hard	to	get	to	this	moment,	which	likely	included	earning	good	scores
on	an	entrance	exam,	such	as	the	ACT	or	SAT.	However,	you	may	still	need	to	prove	yourself	one	more	time	before	enrolling	in	your	first	college-level	English	and	math	classes.Many	colleges,	especially	junior	and	community	colleges,	require	English	and	math	placement	tests	for	first-year	students.	Learners	who	learned	English	as	a	second	language
may	also	need	to	take	an	ESL	college	placement	test.College	placement	tests	assist	schools	with	open	enrollment	to	place	incoming	students	into	their	first	English	and	math	classes.	Some	public	and	private	four-year	schools	also	require	college	placement	tests.	Degree-seekers	take	these	tests	to	fulfill	part	of	their	orientation	checklist.Colleges	use
these	tests	to	increase	retention	and	improve	students’	learning	outcomes.	Your	college	math	placement	test	scores	may	show	you	need	a	semester	of	remediation	before	entering	a	typical	first-year	class.	Remediation	helps	prepare	you	for	future	academic	success.On	the	flip	side,	a	high	score	could	let	you	skip	a	first-year	English	or	math	class.	This
advantage	helps	you	graduate	sooner	than	your	peers	and	save	money	on	your	education.First-year	students	without	college	experience	may	take	placement	tests	during	the	enrollment	process.	Typical	test	settings	include	your	home	and	an	on-campus	testing	center.Placement	tests	for	community	college	or	four-year	school	enrollment	do	not	apply
to	all	students.	You	may	receive	an	exemption	based	on	your	academic	history.	Evidence	schools	accept	include:Note	that	schools	may	accept	additional	or	fewer	forms	of	evidence,	depending	on	their	policies.Research	your	school’s	standardized	test	score	or	GPA	cutoff	before	enrolling.	Do	not	assume	your	school	will	enroll	you	in	remedial	classes	if
you	do	not	meet	the	cutoff.	Your	performance	on	placement	tests	may	make	the	final	determination.Research	which	college	placement	tests	your	school	requires.	These	tests,	like	the	ACCUPLACER,	assess	your	math,	reading,	writing,	and	foreign	language	abilities.The	College	Board	created	the	ACCUPLACER	test	for	community	colleges	and	four-
year	schools.	You	take	three	multiple-choice	computerized	tests	covering	reading,	writing,	and	math.	The	math	section	assesses	your	knowledge	of	basic	math,	quantitative	reasoning,	algebra,	and	introductory	statistics.The	ACCUPLACER	also	features	the	WritePlacer	Essay.	Your	essay	must	take	a	position	based	on	a	provided	prompt.	Graders	assess
your	ability	to	focus,	organize	and	develop	an	argument,	and	use	grammar	correctly.College	math	placement	tests	are	essential	in	ensuring	you	enroll	in	a	class	aligning	with	your	skill	level.A	typical	test	lasts	90	minutes	and	requires	you	to	answer	60	multiple-choice	questions.	Questions	may	cover	functions,	linear	equations,	and	rational	expressions.
Your	school	may	offer	college	placement	test	practice	materials,	such	as	an	online	readiness	test.Reading	placement	tests	other	than	the	ACCUPLACER	may	start	with	a	self-assessment	alerting	you	to	your	improvement	areas.Your	school	may	provide	study	materials	addressing	your	improvement	areas.	Following	these	recommendations	may	boost
your	skills	and	prepare	you	for	placement	test	day.	Please	note	that	retake	policies	vary	by	school.Even	if	you	earned	top	grades	on	high	school	essays,	you	still	might	need	help	before	tackling	college-level	English	classes.	Writing	placement	tests	let	colleges	give	you	the	academic	support	you	need	to	excel	in	this	subject.You	read	a	brief	prompt	or
passage	before	responding	to	it	in	an	essay.	You	receive	approximately	two	hours	for	outlining	and	writing.	Ensure	your	essay	addresses	the	prompt,	includes	a	thesis,	and	uses	supporting	evidence.You	may	feel	confident	about	your	foreign	language	skills	going	into	college.	However,	your	high	school	education	may	differ	significantly	from	other	first-
year	students	who	studied	the	same	language.	Colleges	use	foreign	language	tests	to	determine	which	class	matches	your	ability	level,	especially	if	you	plan	to	major	in	a	foreign	language.Questions	cover	listening,	grammar,	and	vocabulary.	Some	colleges	also	require	an	in-person	or	virtual	oral	exam.	Please	note	that	your	school	may	not	let	you
challenge	your	class	placement	or	retake	the	test.To	register	for	a	placement	test,	you	must	first	meet	with	an	enrollment	advisor	to	review	your	academic	history.	Standardized	test	scores	or	good	grades	may	exempt	you	from	testing.	Reviewing	these	and	other	documents	helps	advisors	make	a	final	decision.The	registration	process	varies	by	college
but	may	include	signing	into	your	student	account.	Typically,	the	registration	page	features	upcoming	dates	and	times	for	placement	tests.Signing	up	for	at-home	testing	involves	downloading	testing	and	proctoring	software.	Your	computer	must	meet	your	school’s	technology	requirements.	Other	testing	regulations	may	apply.Although	placement
tests	do	not	award	a	letter	grade,	the	results	can	affect	your	college	experience.	Underperforming	may	result	in	your	taking	a	math	or	English	class	that	doesn’t	align	with	your	abilities.	Other	negative	outcomes	may	include	earning	a	poor	GPA,	failing	a	class,	or	dropping	out	of	college.Fortunately,	the	College	Board	offers	practice	materials,
including	free	reading,	writing,	and	math	questions,	for	the	ACCUPLACER.	Other	guides	cover	the	WritePlacer	Essay.Your	school’s	testing	or	admissions	office	may	provide	more	practice	college	placement	tests.	Online	tutoring	services	like	Khan	Academy	can	help	you	do	your	best	on	test	day.	Use	these	and	other	resources	to	ensure	you	earn	the
best	score	possible.Unlike	the	ACT,	SAT,	and	other	standardized	tests,	college	placement	tests	do	not	charge	additional	fees.	However,	you	may	need	to	pay	your	tuition	or	enrollment	fee	before	your	school	lets	you	take	a	placement	test.Some	colleges	let	you	retake	a	placement	test	if	you	think	the	result	does	not	match	your	ability	level.	Retakes	do
not	cost	anything.	Avoid	paying	for	any	study	materials	before	asking	whether	your	school	provides	them	for	free.Multiple-choice	placement	tests	for	college	deliver	results	almost	immediately	after	you	finish.	You	can	typically	find	these	results	in	your	student	account	alongside	your	recommended	or	required	class	placement.	You	may	request	a
meeting	with	an	academic	or	enrollment	advisor	to	discuss	your	placement.	Consider	asking	for	a	retake	if	you	feel	you	did	not	do	your	best	on	test	day.Writing	test	results	usually	take	longer.	The	College	Board	grades	your	WritePlacer	Essay	offsite.	English	professors	or	other	employees	may	grade	writing	tests	developed	by	the	school.The
ACCUPLACER	ESL	Tests	assess	your	reading,	sentence	meaning,	language	use,	and	listening	skills.	Unlike	the	regular	ACCUPLACER,	the	results	provide	more	than	a	score	and	a	class	placement.	You’ll	also	receive	proficiency	statements	and	strategies	to	improve	your	English.Earning	a	high	score	on	the	ACCUPLACER	ESL	Tests	or	a	school-
developed	test	generally	lets	you	skip	English	remediation	classes.	Take	advantage	of	free	test	prep	resources	by	signing	into	your	ACCUPLACER	account.	You	can	give	a	task	that	requires	they	use	a	particular	type	of	grammar:	Imagine	you	had	a	month	when	you	could	do	anything	you	wanted.	What	would	you	do?	What	are	some	things	you	haven’t
done	in	your	life	yet	that	you	want	to	do?	You	could	have	them	express	a	point	of	view:	What	do	you	think	are	the	best	ways	to	learn	English?	They	can	compare	and	contrast	something:	How	is	your	country	different	from	100	years	ago?	How	will	it	be	different	100	years	in	the	future?	They	can	tell	a	story:	Tell	me	the	story	about	how	you	got	your	first
job.	They	can	talk	about	a	problem	and	a	solution:	What	is	a	goal	you	want	to	reach?	What	can	you	do	to	reach	it?	How	do	I	evaluate	their	writing?	Rubrics	give	a	set	of	criteria	that	can	be	used	to	evaluate	what	students	produce.	A	writing	rubric	can	include	topics	such	as:	Connection	between	ideas	(focus	on	the	topic	of	the	writing)	Sentence
structure	(from	simple	sentences	with	one	clause—one	subject	and	verb,	such	as	“I	eat	breakfast.”—	to	more	complicated	compound	sentences	with	multiple	clauses,	such	as	“I	eat	breakfast	late	each	morning	because	I	don’t	get	up	early,	which	makes	me	late	for	work.”)	Number	of	sentences	Grammar	Vocabulary	choice	Mechanics:	punctuation,
spelling,	capitalization	For	higher	levels:	clear	topic	sentence	with	supporting	ideas	■	Oral	Tests	Most	of	these	assessments	look	at	a	variety	of	criteria:	Related	to	the	topic	Amount	of	time	spent	speaking	(one-word	answers	to	a	long	period	of	time)	Appropriate	grammar	and	vocabulary	Simple/complex	language	used	Comprehensible	pronunciation
Fluency	(how	hesitant	is	the	speech?)	Interaction	(can	they	maintain	the	conversation?)	Compensation	strategies	(what	do	they	do	when	they	aren’t	sure	how	to	respond?)	Prompting	(how	much	extra	do	you	have	to	say	to	get	them	to	understand	the	question	or	keep	talking?)	Most	of	these	tests	will	go	through	a	series	of	questions	that	move	from
simple	to	more	complex.	These	are	some	examples:	Connect	Placement	Test	Unlimited	Placement	Test	Oral	Screening	Penn	State	Oral	Placement	Test	Other	options:	You	can	give	them	a	topic	and	ask	them	to	talk	for	one	minute.	(If	you	have	access	to	video,	you	can	show	them	an	example.)	The	questions	listed	in	the	“Writing	Tests”	section	are	some
examples	of	what	you	can	ask.	■	Listening/Reading	Tests	Listening	and	reading	tests	often	ask	students	to	demonstrate	they	can	do	the	same	sorts	of	tasks.	Questions	look	at	whether	students	can:	Figure	out	the	main	idea	Identify	important	details	Answer	inference	questions	Guess	the	meaning	of	unknown	words	Identify	referents	in	reference
words,	such	as	he,	it,	them,	etc.	Decide	what	might	come	next	Say	where	they	might	hear/read	the	passage	Are	there	other	options?	Some	programs	have	tried	a	placement	test	students	can	do	before	they	come	to	register	for	the	program.	Brookline	Adult	and	Community	Education	ESL	Placement	Test	What	many	programs	will	do	is	a	combination	of
these	types	of	tests.	For	example,	many	of	the	standardized	and	textbook	placement	tests	may	adequately	assess	reading,	listening,	grammar,	and	vocabulary,	but	not	assess	speaking	well	or	at	all.	So,	in	addition	to	using	those	tests,	programs	may	design	(or	find	online)	a	speaking	assessment	to	place	students.	A	Conversation	with	Linakages	to
Learning	We	discuss	with	Debi	Edick,	Former	Coordinator,	Family	English	Literacy	Program	at	Linkages	to	Learning,	changes	they	made	to	improve	the	way	they	assess	students	for	placement:	To	begin	with,	why	did	you	choose	to	make	the	change	from	what	you	were	doing	before?	“When	I	took	over	as	ESOL	coordinator	the	‘placement’	test	being
used	was	something	the	previous	coordinator	had	developed.	I	wanted	a	placement	test	that	could	be	used	for	any	level	learner	and		tested	learners	on	what	they	would	be	learning	once	they	started	ESOL	class.	We	wanted	to	make	the	test	comprehensive	but	not	overwhelming,	especially	for	lowlevel	students	or	students	with	limited	experience	in	an
educational	setting.”		What	do	you	do	in	the	test?	What	are	the	skills	that	you	cover,	and	how	do	you	assess	those	skills?		“Our	primary	textbook	for	the	program,	Ventures,	has	a	placement	test	that	focuses	on	reading	and	grammar	recognition.	While	it’s	not	perfect,	it	definitely	helps	us	place	learners	in	the	appropriate	level	of	that	textbook.
Before	administering	the	placement,	we	conduct	a	brief	interview	with	potential	learners	to	help	determine	their	speaking	and	listening	skills.	Potential	learners	also	fill	out	a	registration	form;	if	we	notice	they	have	trouble	with	this	(can	only	write	in	a	non-Roman	alphabet,	don’t	know	how	to	hold	a	writing	utensil,	etc.)	we	typically	forgo	the
placement	test	and	automatically	place	them	in	our	basic	literacy	level.	Those	learners	who	display	basic	reading,	writing,	speaking,	and	listening	skills	are	given	the	placement	test.	We	reiterate	that	the	purpose	of	the	test	is	to	help	determine	the	best	class	for	them	and	they	should	not	be	nervous	(although	they	always	are).	The	placement	test	is
long,	40	questions,	so	we	typically	break	it	up	into	two	parts.	If	a	learner	easily	gets	through	the	first	10-13	questions	we	give	them	the	remainder	of	the	placement	test,	if	not,	we	stop	there	so	the	learner	does	not	become	frustrated	or	upset.”	What	are	the	benefits	you	have	seen		to	these	changes?	“Again,	the	placement	test	is	definitely	not	perfect.
We	would	like	something	to	measure	all	four	areas	of	language	(reading,	writing,	speaking,	listening)	more	fully,	but	the	combination	of	placement	test	and	interviews	has	definitely	helped	us	to	place	learners	in	the	appropriate	level.	We	still	end	up	having	learners	we	need	to	switch	to	different	levels	a	couple	of	weeks	into	the	course,	but	that	is
happening	much	less	frequently	than	it	used	to.”		What	are	challenges	you	have	had	to	overcome?	“At	sites	where	we	only	offer	one	level,	onsite	coordinators	will	sometimes	put	a	learner	in	a	level	because	that	is	the	only	level	offered	(regardless	if	the	learner	actually	placed	in	a	lower/higher	level).	I	ask	site-staff	to	refer	learners	to	another	Linkages
site	or	contact	me,	so	we	can	refer	the	learner	to	another	program	where	they	can	be	in	the	correct	level.	But	often	the	learner	wants	our	location	because	their	child	attends	that	school,	so	it	is	a)	a	very	convenient	location	for	them	and	b)	they	have	a	certain	comfort	level	with	said	location.”	(Click	to	enlarge)	College	Placement	Tests	By	Gurmeet	Gill
Students	should	be	able	to:	define	college	placement	test	identify	the	type	of	assessment	to	which	it	corresponds	describe	the	purpose(s)	of	college	placement	tests	explain	the	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	these	tests	College	Placement	Tests	"Tests	used	by	colleges	to	determine	student	accomplishment	levels	for	purposes	of	placing	them	in
appropriate	courses."	(Purdue	University	Calumet,	2007)	Upon	entering	college,	students	are	required	to	take	college	placement	tests.	These	tests	determine	the	student's	level	of	readiness	regarding	college-level	work,	often	in	the	core	classes	of	Mathematics	and	English.	Surprisingly,	approximately	half	of	all	students	entering	college	score	below
the	minimum.	For	these	students,	colleges	provide	remedial	classes	in	that	specific	subject	area.	These	classes	help	the	students	acquire	the	skills	and	knowledge-base	that	are	needed	prior	to	taking	the	college	entry-level	class	for	that	core	subject	area.	(EduGuide,	2008).	College	placement	tests	are	a	form	of	criterion-referenced	assessment.	In	this
type	of	assessment,	"test	scores	[translate]	into	a	statement	about	the	behavior	to	be	expected	of	a	person	with	that	score	or	their	relationship	to	a	specified	subject	matter"	(Wikipedia,	2008).	Criterion	referenced	assessments	are	also	referred	to	as	standards-based	assessments.	The	assessment	is	used	to	determine	whether	the	student	has
sufficiently	learned	the	material	for	which	he/she	is	being	tested.	The	ACT,	a	standardized	achievement	examination	for	college	admission,	is	an	example	of	this	type	of	assessment	(Wikipedia,	2008).	The	two	most	common	college	placement	tests,	COMPASS	and	ACCUPLACER,	are	also	examples	of	criterion-referenced	assessment	(Achieve,	Inc.,
2007).	Key	objectives	of	college	placement	tests:	identify	areas	of	strength	and	areas	of	weakness	determine	readiness	for	college	level	course	work	prevent	disruption	of	educational	progress	due	to	lack	of	readiness	(ACT,	Inc.,	2008)	College	placement	tests	primarily	serve	to	determine	whether	a	student	has	the	developed	the	knowledge	and/or
skills	needed	to	take	the	college	entry-level	courses	in	a	specific	subject	area.	These	tests	notify	the	college	of	the	students	strengths	and	weaknesses	in	that	subject	area.	For	instance,	if	a	student	has	taken	a	placement	test	in	Mathematics,	the	test	may	show	that	the	student	understands	pre-algebra	since	he	answered	all,	or	most,	related	questions
correctly.	However,	that	same	student	may	struggle	in	algebra	since	he	answered	a	significant	proportion	of	related	questions	incorrectly.	The	main	objective	of	the	college	placement	test	is	to	identify	key	problems	in	core	subject	areas	before	the	student's	education	progress	is	disrupted	(ACT,	Inc.,	2008).	COMPASS	is	an	untimed,	computerized
placement	test	that	is	managed	by	the	same	company	that	administers	the	ACT	test.	It	is	used	by	many	colleges	throughout	the	United	States.	Tests	offered	by	COMPASS	include	reading,	mathematics,	writing	skills,	writing	essay	(e-write),	and	English	as	a	Second	Language	(ESL).	Upon	completion	of	this	placement	test,	students	are	not	only
immediately	notified	of	their	score,	but	also	receive	information	regarding	the	courses	for	which	they	should	register	(ACT,	Inc.,	2008).	Reading	The	Reading	Placement	Test	consists	of	five	types	of	reading	comprehension	passages	-	Practical	Reasoning,	Prose	Fiction,	Humanities,	Social	Sciences,	and	Natural	Sciences	(ACT,	Inc.,	2008).	The	adjacent
link	is	an	excellent	example	of	a	Humanities	passage.	It	includes	two	multiple-choice	questions	which	address	referring	and	reasoning	skills.	Mathematics	The	Mathematics	Placement	Test	consists	of	multiple	choice	questions	which	test	five	mathematical	areas	-	Numerical	Skills/Pre-Algebra,	Algebra,	College	Algebra,	Geometry,	and	Trigonometry.
Each	mathematical	placement	area	tests	for	basic	skills,	application,	and	analysis	(ACT,	Inc.,	2008).	The	adjacent	link	exemplifies	the	kind	of	questions	that	would	be	found	on	the	Numerical	Skills/Pre-Algebra	Placement	Test.	The	four	multiple	choice	questions	test	all	three	areas	-	basic	skills,	application,	and	analysis.	Writing	Skills	Writing	Skills
Sample	Essay	The	Writing	Skills	Placement	Test	consists	of	essays	that	each	contain	various	errors.	At	the	end	of	each	essay,	there	are	multiple	choice	questions	which	test	knowledge	and	skills	in	two	key	content	categories	-	Usage/Mechanics	and	Rhetorical	Skills.	Usage/Mechanics	includes	punctuation,	basic	grammar	and	usage,	as	well	as,
sentence	structure.	Rhetorical	Skills	includes	strategy,	organization,	and	style	(ACT,	Inc.,	2008).	The	adjacent	link	is	an	excellent	representation	of	a	sample	essay	and	questions	set	that	students	would	find	on	the	Writing	Skills	Placement	Test.	The	four	multiple	choice	questions	following	the	essay	address	four	of	the	six	areas	found	under	the	content
categories.	The	first	and	third	questions	test	the	students	on	two	different	areas	concerning	Usage/Mechanics;	whereas,	the	second	and	fourth	questions	test	two	different	areas	concerning	Rhetorical	Skills.	ACCUPLACER,	a	computer	adaptive	test,	is	used	by	colleges'	academic	advisors,	counselors,	and	Registrar's	Offices	to	decide	course	selection
for	students.	It	is	used	in	conjunction	with	the	student's	academic	background	and	ambitions.	While	the	multiple-choice	tests	are	untimed,	the	essay	test	can	be	either	timed	or	untimed.	Tests	offered	by	ACCUPLACER	include	reading,	writing,	mathematics,	and	English	as	a	Second	Language	(ESL).	Upon	completion	of	any	of	the	ACCUPLACER
placement	tests,	students	receive	an	immediate	score	report	from	the	college	(College	Board,	2008).	The	ACCUPLACER	Placement	Tests	address	seven	key	areas	of	academics	in	reading,	writing,	language	use,	mathematics,	and	English	as	a	Second	Language.	The	seven	components	include	Sentence	Skills,	Reading	Comprehension,	an	Arithmetic
Test,	Elementary	Algebra,	a	College	Level	Math	Test,	a	Written	Essay,	and	ESL	Testing	(College	Board,	2008).	Examples	of	each	can	be	found	in	the	following	link:	ACCUPLACER	Sample	Questions	English	as	a	Second	Language	(ESL)	The	ESL	Placement	Test	is	for	those	students	who	have	learned	English	as	a	second	language,	or	in	addition	to	their
native	language.	This	placement	test	assesses	the	student's	skills	in	English.	The	test	is	divided	into	five	sections,	each	examining	a	different	area	of	English.	The	five	sections	include	ESL	Reading	Skills,	ESL	Language	Use,	ESL	Sentence	Meaning,	WritePlacer	ESL,	and	ESL	Listening.	Students	can	be	required	to	take	one	or	more	of	these	sections,	as
determined	by	the	college	or	university	(College	Board,	2008).	Instrumental	in	determining	whether	student	is	unlikely	to	succeed	in	a	credit-bearing	college	course	Emphasis	on	informational	text,	which	reflects	the	type	of	reading	done	in	college	(Achieve,	Inc.,	2007,	p.	13)	Require	students	to	demonstrate	ability	to	take	a	position/stand	or	develop	a
point	of	view	Scoring	rubrics	often	emulate	college-ready	expectations	Multiple-choice	section(s)	address	editing	and	revising	skills	(Achieve,	Inc.,	2007,	p.	19)	Emphasizes	algebra	Arranged	in	multiple	tiers	(Achieve,	Inc.,	2007,	pp.	26–28)	Passages	less	challenging	than	those	in	admission	tests	Passages	not	well-aligned	to	later	high	school,	but	rather
to	middle	school	and	early	high	school	Overall,	far	less	rigorous	in	placement	tests	than	admission	tests	(Achieve,	Inc.,	2007,	p.	13)	Emphasis	on	lower-level	cognitive	skills;	unable	to	fully	assess	student's	abilities	Multiple-choice	section(s)	focus	less	on	advanced	skills	-	organization/development	of	ideas	(Achieve,	Inc.,	2007,	pp.	19–25)	Favors	pre-
algebra	and	basic	algebra	instead	of	advanced	algebra	concepts	needed	for	College	Algebra	Not	enough	questions	to	draw	on	higher-level	thinking	Narrow;	not	reflective	of	complete	scale	of	content	(Achieve,	Inc.,	2007,	p.	26)	"When	colleges	offer	several	options	for	writing	placement,	they	demonstrate	sensitivity	to	the	various	needs	new	students
have;	however,	fair	and	appropriate	placement	is	potentially	more	complex	than	even	these	many	options	reveal."	(Di	Gennaro,	2008,	p.	62)	In	the	United	States,	there	is	an	increase	in	the	number	of	students	seeking	higher	education	who	are	considered	non-native	English	speakers.	As	a	result,	the	heavy	reliance	on,	and	reliability	of,	college	writing
placement	tests	in	determining	student	placement	into	writing	courses	is	of	grave	concern.	Many	colleges	and	universities	offer	different	placement	alternatives.	Examples	of	these	include,	but	are	not	limited	to,	ESL	(English	as	a	Second	Language)	writing	sections,	developmental	and/or	basic	writing	courses,	and	freshman/first-year	composition.
However,	these	alternatives	just	simply	are	not	enough	(Di	Gennaro,	2007,	p.	62).	Generation	1.5	is	a	term	coined	by	Linda	Harklau,	Kay	Losey,	and	Meryl	Siegal,	in	their	1999	book.	Generation	1.5	learners	are	commonly	described	as	students	for	whom	English	is	a	second	language	(L2);	however,	they	have	often	completed	their	secondary	school
education	in	the	United	States	prior	to	attending	college	(Di	Gennaro,	2007,	p.	65).	Furthermore,	Generation	1.5	learners	have	received	the	majority,	if	not	all,	of	their	formal	education	in	English;	whereas,	L2	students	have	had	their	primary,	and	even	part	of	their	secondary,	school	education	in	their	native	language	Di	Genarro,	2007,	p.	66).
According	to	Di	Genarro	(2007),	writing	program	administrators	should	do	more	than	simply	recognize	the	different	types	of	learners	for	whom	English	is	a	second	language.	"We	must	also	adopt	or	design	assessment	procedures	to	help	us	identify	these	different	groups	of	learners	if	we	are	to	provide	them	with	the	most	appropriate	placement
options,	ensuring	that	our	tests	serve	as	door-openers	rather	than	gate-keepers"	(Di	Genarro,	2007,	p.	75).	College	placement	tests	are	criterion-referenced	assessments	used	by	colleges	and	universities	across	the	United	States.	Of	the	many	different	placement	tests	available,	COMPASS	and	ACCUPLACER	are	the	most	commonly	used.	These	tests
not	only	assess	student	readiness	in	core	college	classes,	but	also	determine	academic	areas	of	strength	and	weakness	for	each	student.	Reading,	writing,	mathematics,	and	ESL	are	the	most	common	areas	of	testing	by	colleges	and	universities.	For	each	of	these	areas,	there	are	advantages,	as	well	as,	disadvantages.	However,	colleges	and
universities	continue	to	require	college	placement	tests,	thus	implying	that	the	advantages	strongly	outweigh	the	disadvantages.	The	controversy	continues	over	the	benefits	and	drawbacks	of	college	placement	tests,	especially	for	ESL	and	Generation	1.5	learners.	1.	College	placement	tests	are	what	type	of	assessment?	a)	Norm-referenced
assessment	b)	Criterion-referenced	assessment	c)	Ipsative	assessment	d)	Forward	looking	assessment	2.	Tests	offered	by	COMPASS	include	which	of	the	following?	a)	Reading,	writing	skills,	mathematics	b)	Mathematics,	ESL,	social	studies	c)	ESL,	social	studies,	writing	essay	d)	Science,	reading,	writing	skills	3.	Marie	is	an	in-coming	freshman	at	her
local	university.	She	has	just	taken	several	college	placement	tests.	Which	of	the	following	does	not	reflect	a	reason	that	the	college	placement	tests	were	administered?	a)	to	determine	what	areas	of	a	subject	Marie	does	not	know	b)	to	determine	what	areas	of	a	subject	Marie	already	knows	c)	to	determine	Marie's	readiness	in	college	level	work	in
core	classes	d)	to	determine	Marie’s	academic	standing	in	the	college	4.	Mai	Ling	is	considered	a	Generation	1.5	learner.	Which	of	the	following	is	not	likely	to	be	true	of	Mai	Ling?	a)	She	is	from	a	country	other	than	the	United	States	b)	She	probably	learned	English	as	a	second	language	c)	She	received	very	little	formal	education	in	English	d)	She
completed	secondary	school	in	the	United	States	1.	b	2.	a	3.	d	4.	c	Rate	This!	If	you’re	preparing	to	start	college,	it’s	important	to	understand	how	college	placement	tests	work	and	why	they	matter.	These	assessments	help	colleges	determine	which	level	of	math,	English,	or	reading	courses	you	should	begin	with—ensuring	you’re	placed	in	classes
that	match	your	current	skills.	Knowing	how	placement	tests	work	in	college	can	make	the	process	feel	less	overwhelming.	In	this	article,	we’ll	explain	the	different	types	of	placement	tests,	how	they’re	scored,	what	to	expect	on	test	day,	and	how	you	can	prepare	confidently.	Key	Takeaways	College	placement	tests	assess	your	readiness	for	subjects
like	math,	English,	and	reading	to	place	you	in	the	right	level.	Most	placement	tests	are	not	graded	like	regular	exams—they	help	colleges	match	students	with	suitable	coursework.	You	can	prepare	using	free	resources,	sample	questions,	and	practice	tests.	Scores	don’t	affect	admissions	decisions,	but	they	do	determine	whether	you	need	to	take
remedial	or	advanced	classes.	Some	schools	offer	test	waivers	if	you	already	have	qualifying	SAT,	ACT,	or	AP	scores.	College	placement	tests	are	assessments	colleges	use	to	determine	your	current	skills	in	math,	reading,	and	writing.	They	don’t	affect	whether	you	get	in—instead,	they	help	place	you	in	the	right	courses.	Unlike	entrance	exams	such
as	the	SAT	or	ACT,	placement	tests	typically	happen	after	you’ve	been	accepted	and	are	preparing	to	register	for	classes.	The	results	determine	whether	you	need	a	foundational	course	or	can	jump	into	a	college-level	one.	These	tests	play	a	key	role	in	shaping	your	first-year	schedule	and	how	smoothly	you	transition	into	academic	life.	For	students
considering	their	options	and	thinking	about	how	to	find	the	right	college	fit,	understanding	placement	policies	can	reveal	how	supportive	each	school	is	when	it	comes	to	onboarding	new	students.	According	to	a	national	survey	by	the	National	Assessment	Governing	Board:	100%	of	community	colleges	use	standardized	tests	for	math	placement	94%
use	them	for	reading	Among	four-year	institutions,	85%	use	them	for	math	and	51%	for	English	This	data	shows	just	how	widespread	placement	testing	is—especially	in	math.	While	many	schools	use	tools	like	ACCUPLACER,	Compass,	or	SAT	scores,	others	may	take	a	more	customized	approach.	Some	colleges	use:	Their	own	in-house	assessments
ESL-specific	tests	for	non-native	English	speakers	Multiple	measures	assessments	(MMA)	that	combine	test	scores	with	GPA	or	coursework	If	you	haven’t	submitted	qualifying	SAT,	ACT,	or	AP	scores—or	if	your	school	doesn’t	use	those	for	placement—you’ll	likely	be	required	to	take	a	placement	test	before	you	can	register	for	your	classes.	Colleges
use	a	range	of	placement	tests	to	assess	a	student’s	readiness	for	college-level	coursework,	particularly	in	subjects	like	math,	English,	and	reading.	These	assessments	help	ensure	students	are	matched	with	classes	that	reflect	their	current	skill	levels—whether	that	means	beginning	with	foundational	support	or	jumping	into	advanced	material.	Math
exams	typically	cover	topics	such	as	arithmetic,	algebra,	geometry,	and	occasionally	trigonometry.	Tools	like	ACCUPLACER	and	ALEKS	are	commonly	used	to	assess	a	student’s	ability	and	place	them	accordingly.	The	outcome	determines	whether	a	student	begins	in	a	developmental	math	course	or	can	move	straight	into	college-level	algebra	or
higher.	English	placement	tests	evaluate	grammar,	reading	comprehension,	sentence	structure,	and	writing	ability.	Many	institutions	include	an	essay	component	alongside	multiple-choice	questions	to	assess	a	student’s	capacity	to	organize	thoughts,	argue	a	point,	and	use	appropriate	academic	language.	For	non-native	English	speakers,	ESL
placement	exams	help	assess	reading,	writing,	listening,	and	speaking	proficiency.	These	results	guide	whether	a	student	needs	additional	language	support	or	can	begin	with	standard	first-year	courses.	In	some	cases,	schools	require	additional	placement	tests	for	subjects	like	biology,	chemistry,	or	foreign	languages—especially	for	students	entering
STEM	programs	or	language-intensive	degrees.	While	traditional	placement	exams	are	still	widely	used,	colleges	are	increasingly	shifting	toward	multiple	measures	assessment	(MMA)—an	approach	that	combines	test	results	with	other	factors	like	high	school	GPA,	transcripts,	or	coursework	history.	This	trend	isn’t	just	theoretical.	In	randomized
controlled	trials	across	colleges	in	Minnesota,	New	York,	and	Wisconsin,	students	placed	using	multiple	measures,	not	just	test	scores,	achieved	better	outcomes.	Those	placed	into	college-level	courses	through	MMA	were	15	to	30	percentage	points	more	likely	to	enroll	in	gateway	math	and	English	courses,	and	10	to	15	percentage	points	more	likely
to	complete	them	with	a	passing	grade.	This	data	underscores	a	growing	recognition	in	higher	education:	how	students	are	assessed,	and	the	tools	colleges	use	to	make	placement	decisions,	can	have	a	meaningful	impact	on	academic	success	and	progression.	Test	TypePurposeFormatSkills	TestedTypical	LengthMath	Placement	TestsDetermine
readiness	for	college-level	mathMultiple	choice;	some	adaptive	(e.g.,	ALEKS)Arithmetic,	algebra,	geometry,	trigonometry60–90	minutesEnglish/Writing	TestsAssess	grammar,	reading,	and	writing	abilityMultiple	choice	+	essayReading	comprehension,	grammar,	academic	writing1–2	hoursESL	Placement	TestsEvaluate	English	proficiency	for	non-
native	speakersListening,	reading,	speaking,	and	writing	partsVocabulary,	syntax,	fluency,	comprehension1.5–2.5	hoursSubject-Specific	TestsMeasure	readiness	in	subjects	like	biology	or	languagesVaries;	usually	multiple	choice	or	short	answersDiscipline-specific	knowledge	(e.g.,	biology,	Spanish)45–90	minutesMultiple	Measures	(MMA)Holistic
placement	using	several	academic	indicatorsGPA,	transcripts,	course	history—no	single	testIndirect	assessment	across	multiple	academic	areasNot	timed	Overwhelmed	by	college	research?	Let	us	help	save	time	and	find	the	perfect	schools	for	your	family.	Once	you’re	admitted	to	a	college,	one	of	the	first	steps	you’ll	often	take—especially	if	you
haven’t	submitted	SAT,	ACT,	or	AP	scores—is	completing	a	placement	test.	These	assessments	help	colleges	determine	the	most	appropriate	starting	point	for	your	coursework	in	subjects	like	math,	English,	or	reading.	According	to	a	2020	report	by	the	Community	College	Research	Center,	virtually	all	community	colleges	and	over	90%	of	public	four-
year	colleges	use	placement	tests—either	on	their	own	or	alongside	other	academic	measures—to	assess	student	readiness	for	college-level	courses.	In	many	cases,	colleges	consider	your	cumulative	GPA	or	course	history,	especially	when	using	a	multiple-measures	approach.	Understanding	how	placement	tests	work	can	help	you	feel	more	confident
and	avoid	registration	delays	during	your	transition	into	college.	Colleges	typically	provide	placement	testing	instructions	after	you	accept	your	admission	offer.	Depending	on	the	institution,	the	test	may	be	offered	online,	in	person,	or	in	a	remote	proctored	format.	Most	schools	recommend	completing	the	placement	test	before	orientation	or	your
first	academic	advising	session.	Establishing	a	clear	testing	timeline	early	on	can	be	especially	helpful—particularly	for	students	who	begin	college	planning	in	advance.	When	viewed	alongside	GPA	targets,	course	selection,	and	standardized	test	preparation,	placement	exams	become	a	predictable	and	manageable	part	of	the	enrollment	process.
Here’s	what	the	process	typically	includes:	Logging	into	the	college’s	testing	portal	using	your	student	ID	Completing	a	self-assessment	or	background	survey	Scheduling	your	test	session	(either	online	or	in	person)	Verifying	technical	requirements	for	remote	testing	(e.g.,	webcam,	internet	connection,	secure	browser)	It’s	usually	best	to	complete
the	placement	test	before	attending	orientation	or	meeting	with	an	academic	advisor	to	avoid	delays	in	course	selection.	Most	placement	tests	are	computer-adaptive,	which	means	the	difficulty	level	of	each	question	adjusts	based	on	your	previous	answers.	This	format	helps	create	a	more	accurate	picture	of	your	skill	level.	Placement	tests	are	often
untimed,	allowing	you	to	work	at	a	comfortable	pace.	You	may	encounter:	Multiple-choice	questions	Fill-in-the-blank	or	short	answer	math	problems	Reading	comprehension	exercises	A	timed	writing	prompt	or	essay	(for	English	placement)	Colleges	use	different	platforms	based	on	subject	and	program	needs.	The	most	commonly	used	include:
ACCUPLACER:	Measures	skills	in	math,	reading,	and	writing	ALEKS:	Adaptive	math	assessment	with	integrated	learning	modules	LOEP	(Levels	of	English	Proficiency):	Used	to	assess	ESL	learners	Many	schools	now	offer	remote	testing	options,	which	allow	students	to	complete	their	assessments	from	home	using	secure	browsers	and	webcam
monitoring.	Others	still	require	testing	in	person	at	designated	campus	locations.	In	either	case,	it’s	essential	to	follow	the	college’s	technical	and	identification	requirements	closely.	Placement	test	scores	help	colleges	decide	where	you	should	begin	your	coursework.	These	aren’t	pass-or-fail	exams.	Instead,	your	score	indicates	your	current
academic	readiness—so	you’re	placed	in	a	course	that	matches	your	skill	level.	Based	on	your	score,	colleges	may	place	you	into	one	of	the	following:	Developmental	(remedial)	courses,	which	build	foundational	skills	before	you	take	college-level	classes	College-level	courses,	which	count	toward	your	degree	Accelerated	or	honors-level	courses,	if	your
results	show	strong	proficiency	This	system	is	designed	to	prevent	students	from	enrolling	in	classes	that	are	either	too	advanced	or	unnecessarily	basic.	However,	relying	only	on	test	scores	doesn’t	always	lead	to	accurate	placement.	According	to	the	Community	College	Research	Center,	18%	of	students	who	took	a	math	placement	test	and	30%
who	took	an	English	placement	test	were	placed	in	remedial	classes,	even	though	they	could	have	earned	a	B	or	higher	in	a	credit-bearing	college	course.	To	address	this,	many	colleges	now	use	multiple	measures	to	guide	placement	decisions.	In	addition	to	your	test	score,	they	may	also	consider:	Your	high	school	GPA	Completed	coursework	and	its
difficulty	Scores	from	SAT,	ACT,	or	AP	exams	Non-academic	indicators,	such	as	motivation	or	study	habits	(in	some	cases)	By	using	a	broader	set	of	data,	colleges	can	make	more	accurate	decisions	and	help	students	avoid	being	placed	too	low	or	too	high.	If	you	feel	your	placement	score	doesn’t	reflect	your	true	ability,	some	colleges	offer	the	option
to	retest—especially	if	you’ve	taken	time	to	review	or	practice.	Keep	in	mind	that	scores	are	usually	valid	for	one	to	two	years.	If	you	delay	enrollment,	you	may	be	asked	to	retake	the	test	to	ensure	your	academic	skills	are	still	up	to	date.	While	placement	tests	aren’t	graded	like	traditional	exams,	preparing	thoughtfully	can	impact	your	academic
path.	A	stronger	score	may	allow	you	to	bypass	remedial	classes	and	begin	with	credit-earning	coursework.	Here	are	some	practical	tips	to	help	you	get	ready:	Know	what	to	expect.	Most	placement	tests	assess	math,	reading,	and	writing.	Find	out	whether	your	college’s	test	is	timed	or	computer-adaptive	so	you	can	mentally	prepare	for	the	format.
Use	official	practice	materials.	Colleges	and	testing	platforms	like	ACCUPLACER	and	ALEKS	often	offer	sample	questions	or	study	guides.	Even	brief,	targeted	review	can	make	a	difference.	Review	foundational	concepts.	For	math,	revisit	fractions,	percentages,	algebra,	and	basic	word	problems.	For	English,	focus	on	grammar,	reading
comprehension,	and	sentence	structure.	If	an	essay	is	required,	try	writing	a	practice	one.	Take	care	of	the	basics.	Get	a	good	night’s	sleep	before	the	test,	eat	a	balanced	meal,	and	bring	everything	you’ll	need—such	as	an	ID,	test	code,	or	login	credentials.	Use	learning	modules	if	available.	Some	platforms,	like	ALEKS,	offer	prep-and-learn	tools	that
can	improve	your	placement	after	an	initial	diagnostic.	These	are	optional	but	worth	completing	if	provided.	Stay	calm	and	take	it	seriously.	Placement	tests	are	designed	to	help,	not	penalize.	Do	your	best,	but	remember	you	may	have	opportunities	to	retake	or	improve	your	placement	later.	College	placement	tests	are	nothing	to	fear—they’re	tools
designed	to	help	you	start	your	academic	journey	at	the	right	level.	Knowing	how	college	placement	tests	work,	what	to	expect,	and	how	to	prepare	gives	you	a	solid	foundation	to	succeed	in	your	coursework.	If	you’re	unsure	about	whether	you	need	to	take	one,	contact	your	college’s	academic	advising	or	testing	center	for	guidance.	Taking	the	time
to	prepare	now	can	save	you	both	time	and	money	later	in	your	college	experience.	Join	College	Journey	today	for	expert	guidance	tailored	to	your	goals,	all	without	the	high	costs	of	traditional	consulting.	Start	your	journey	toward	the	perfect	college	fit	–	sign	up	now!	College	Journey	is	your	personal	college	counseling	assistant,	designed	to	make	the
complex	college	application	process	simple	and	stress-free.	Powered	by	Alice,	your	dedicated	AI	college	counselor,	College	Journey	provides	step-by-step	guidance,	so	you	never	miss	a	deadline	or	detail.	Whether	you’re	searching	for	the	perfect	school,	navigating	financial	aid,	or	exploring	career	paths,	Alice	has	the	answers.	With	personalized
recommendations,	school	comparisons,	and	tools	to	track	your	progress,	College	Journey	ensures	you’re	supported	at	every	stage	of	your	college	journey.	Best	of	all,	it’s	free	to	sign	up!	A	college	placement	test	is	a	standardized	assessment	designed	to	evaluate	a	student’s	academic	skills	in	subjects	such	as	math	and	English.	The	results	help	colleges
determine	the	appropriate	course	levels	for	incoming	students.	It	ensures	that	students	are	placed	in	classes	that	match	their	skill	level	and	readiness,	allowing	for	a	more	effective	learning	experience.	Most	colleges	require	incoming	students	to	take	a	placement	test	to	assess	their	proficiency	in	math	and	English.	The	results	will	determine	if	you
need	to	take	remedial	courses	or	if	you	can	enroll	in	college-level	classes.	This	process	helps	ensure	that	all	students	are	adequately	prepared	for	the	academic	challenges	they	will	face.	Typically,	a	college	placement	test	covers	subjects	such	as	math,	including	algebra	and	basic	arithmetic,	and	English,	focusing	on	reading	comprehension	and	writing
skills.	Some	colleges	may	also	include	a	writing	placement	section	to	evaluate	students’	writing	abilities.	Preparation	for	a	placement	exam	can	significantly	influence	your	test	score.	To	prepare,	you	can	utilize	practice	tests	available	online	or	through	your	college’s	resources.	Reviewing	basic	concepts	in	math	and	English	and	familiarizing	yourself
with	the	format	of	the	test	will	help	improve	your	readiness.	Additionally,	consider	joining	study	groups	or	seeking	help	from	tutors	if	needed.	A	placement	test	score	is	calculated	based	on	the	number	of	correct	answers	you	provide	during	the	test.	Most	colleges	use	a	scoring	system	that	may	vary	by	institution,	but	generally,	higher	scores	indicate	a
higher	proficiency	level.	Some	colleges	might	have	specific	score	thresholds	that	determine	your	eligibility	for	college-level	courses.	NewEduSynch	named	Top	200	EdTech	Companies	in	North	AmericaLearn	more...	©	|	Broward	College	does	not	discriminate	on	the	basis	of	race,	color,	sex,	gender,	national	origin,	religion,	age,	disability,	marital
status,	sexual	orientation,	gender	identity,	genetic	information	or	other	legally	protected	classification	in	its	programs	and	activities.	View	our	non-discrimination	policies	and	Title	IX	policies.
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