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What	can	drops	of	blood	tell	investigators	about	a	crime?	A	lot	more	than	you	might	think.	Chris	Dale/Getty	Images	If	you're	flipping	TV	channels	one	day	and	come	upon	a	show	depicting	a	crime	scene	(think	"CSI"	or	"Dexter"),	you	might	notice	something	strange.	Among	the	technicians	dusting	for	fingerprints	and	collecting	hair	fibers,	there's	an
array	of	red	strings	running	from	the	floor,	the	wall,	the	table	and	the	sofa.	All	the	strings	meet	at	nearly	the	same	point.	Suddenly,	an	investigator	begins	recounting	aspects	of	the	crime:	when	it	happened,	where	the	assault	took	place	in	the	room,	what	kind	of	weapon	the	perpetrator	used	and	how	close	to	the	victim	the	assailant	stood.	How	could
they	have	learned	all	that	information	from	a	webwork	of	strings?	The	strings	themselves	aren't	important.	They're	simply	a	tool	to	help	investigators	and	analysts	draw	conclusions	from	a	substance	that's	often	found	at	crime	scenes:	blood.	We've	become	used	to	hearing	how	specialists	use	blood	samples	to	identify	suspects	through	DNA.	But	the
blood	itself	—	where	it	lands,	how	it	lands,	its	consistency,	and	the	size	and	shape	of	its	droplets,	or	spatter	—	can	uncover	a	lot	of	significant	aspects	of	the	crime.	Of	course,	analyzing	blood	spatter	isn't	as	simple	as	fictional	bloodstain	pattern	analysts	like	Dexter	Morgan	make	it	appear.	Experts	in	the	field	often	say	that	it's	as	much	an	art	as	a
science,	especially	since	the	evidence	is	typically	interpreted	strictly	by	humans,	which	can	result	in	error.	And	if	a	violent	act	involves	multiple	victims	and	multiple	assailants,	the	challenge	becomes	even	more	complex.	So	while	important	aspects	of	bloodstain	pattern	analysis	are	well	supported	by	research,	analysts	must	be	very	careful	not	to
overreach	[source:	Iowa	State].	That	being	said,	a	well-trained	and	seasoned	analyst	can	provide	key	information	that	leads	to	arrest	and	conviction.	And	with	new,	computerized	methods	of	analysis	coming	online,	there	may	be	more	consistency	and	reliability	in	the	future.	Let's	start	our	investigation	into	this	topic	with	the	basics	of	bloodstain
pattern	analysis.	For	example,	what	blood	spatters	can	—	and	can't	—	reveal.	This	comprehensive	article	delves	into	the	pivotal	role	of	Bloodstain	Pattern	Analysis	(BPA)	within	the	context	of	the	criminal	justice	process	in	the	United	States.	Beginning	with	an	overview	of	BPA,	the	introduction	defines	its	significance	in	forensic	investigations	and
traces	its	historical	evolution	as	a	distinct	discipline.	The	subsequent	section	explores	the	principles	and	methodology	of	BPA,	elucidating	the	physics	governing	bloodstain	patterns,	delineating	proper	collection	and	preservation	techniques,	and	evaluating	the	impact	of	technology	on	analytical	precision	through	case	studies.	The	legal	implications
and	challenges	surrounding	the	admissibility	of	BPA	evidence,	coupled	with	ethical	considerations	and	ongoing	controversies,	are	rigorously	examined	in	the	third	section.	The	conclusion	provides	a	synthesis	of	key	findings,	emphasizing	the	multifaceted	importance	of	BPA	in	criminal	justice,	while	forecasting	potential	advancements	and	the	evolving
landscape	of	bloodstain	pattern	analysis.	Introduction	Bloodstain	Pattern	Analysis	(BPA)	stands	as	a	critical	forensic	discipline,	uniquely	positioned	to	unveil	a	wealth	of	information	about	a	crime	scene.	In	essence,	BPA	involves	the	systematic	examination	of	bloodstain	patterns	to	discern	the	events	that	transpired	during	a	violent	incident.	By
analyzing	the	size,	shape,	distribution,	and	location	of	bloodstains,	forensic	experts	can	reconstruct	the	sequence	of	events,	shed	light	on	the	dynamics	of	the	crime,	and	provide	invaluable	insights	for	investigators.	The	importance	of	BPA	in	forensic	investigations	cannot	be	overstated,	as	it	not	only	aids	in	establishing	the	manner	and	sequence	of
events	but	also	assists	in	corroborating	or	refuting	witness	statements.	Moving	into	the	historical	context,	the	evolution	of	BPA	as	a	forensic	science	discipline	is	marked	by	significant	milestones.	From	its	nascent	stages	to	its	current	sophisticated	methodologies,	BPA	has	undergone	continuous	refinement,	drawing	upon	advances	in	technology	and
scientific	understanding.	This	section	will	delve	into	the	historical	trajectory	of	BPA,	emphasizing	key	developments	that	have	shaped	its	contemporary	practices.	Real-life	examples	underscore	the	tangible	impact	of	BPA	on	solving	crimes,	illustrating	its	capacity	to	elucidate	intricate	details	and	resolve	ambiguous	scenarios.	By	examining	cases	where
BPA	played	a	pivotal	role,	ranging	from	bloodstain	pattern	interpretation	at	crime	scenes	to	courtroom	presentations,	this	section	aims	to	highlight	the	tangible	contributions	of	BPA	to	criminal	investigations.	Furthermore,	the	integration	of	BPA	within	the	broader	criminal	justice	process	underscores	its	significance	in	providing	a	holistic	approach	to
crime	scene	analysis.	The	seamless	incorporation	of	BPA	findings	into	investigations,	prosecutions,	and	legal	proceedings	speaks	to	its	relevance	in	facilitating	a	comprehensive	understanding	of	criminal	events.	As	we	embark	on	a	deeper	exploration	of	BPA,	it	becomes	evident	that	its	foundations,	evolution,	and	practical	applications	are	integral	to
enhancing	the	efficacy	of	the	criminal	justice	system.	Principles	and	Methodology	Bloodstain	Pattern	Analysis	(BPA)	relies	on	a	foundation	rooted	in	the	physics	of	blood	behavior	and	the	application	of	fundamental	laws.	Understanding	how	blood	behaves	allows	forensic	experts	to	interpret	the	various	patterns	left	at	crime	scenes.	Blood	behaves	in
accordance	with	the	principles	of	physics,	influenced	by	factors	such	as	gravity,	impact,	and	surface	texture.	Different	types	of	bloodstain	patterns,	including	passive,	transfer,	and	spatter	patterns,	each	carry	unique	characteristics	that	provide	crucial	information	about	the	events	that	transpired.	Passive	patterns,	for	instance,	may	indicate	a	bleeding
victim	in	a	stationary	position,	while	spatter	patterns	may	suggest	forceful	contact	or	a	dynamic	event.	Proper	collection	and	preservation	of	blood	evidence	are	paramount	to	ensuring	the	accuracy	and	reliability	of	BPA	findings.	Techniques	for	collecting	bloodstains	at	crime	scenes	involve	meticulous	documentation,	photography,	and	the	use	of
appropriate	tools,	such	as	sterile	swabs	and	absorbent	materials.	Preservation	methods,	including	careful	packaging	and	storage,	prevent	contamination	and	degradation,	maintaining	the	integrity	of	blood	evidence	for	later	analysis.	Technological	advancements	have	significantly	enhanced	the	precision	and	efficiency	of	BPA.	Analytical	techniques	and
tools	employed	in	contemporary	BPA	include	high-tech	instruments,	computer	simulations,	and	software	applications.	These	tools	aid	in	the	interpretation	of	complex	patterns,	allowing	for	a	more	detailed	and	accurate	reconstruction	of	events.	The	role	of	technology	extends	beyond	analysis,	facilitating	the	documentation	and	presentation	of	findings
in	a	manner	that	is	both	scientifically	rigorous	and	accessible	to	legal	professionals	and	jurors.	The	integration	of	technology	into	BPA	is	showcased	through	notable	case	studies	where	BPA	played	a	crucial	role	in	solving	crimes.	By	examining	specific	cases,	such	as	those	involving	blood	spatter	analysis	in	violent	assaults	or	homicides,	this	section
provides	insights	into	how	BPA	contributes	to	the	reconstruction	of	events.	The	analysis	of	bloodstain	patterns	becomes	a	powerful	tool	in	corroborating	or	challenging	witness	accounts,	verifying	crime	scene	reconstructions,	and	ultimately	assisting	investigators	in	establishing	a	comprehensive	and	accurate	narrative	of	what	occurred.	In	sum,	the
principles	and	methodology	of	BPA	involve	a	nuanced	understanding	of	the	physics	of	blood,	the	meticulous	collection	and	preservation	of	blood	evidence,	the	utilization	of	advanced	analytical	techniques	and	tools,	and	the	application	of	BPA	in	real-world	scenarios	through	insightful	case	studies.	As	technology	continues	to	advance,	the	field	of	BPA
evolves,	refining	its	methods	and	expanding	its	capacity	to	unravel	the	mysteries	concealed	within	bloodstain	patterns.	Principles	and	Methodology	Bloodstain	Pattern	Analysis	(BPA)	relies	on	a	sophisticated	understanding	of	the	physics	governing	blood	behavior.	The	first	sub-section	explores	the	intricacies	of	bloodstain	patterns	through	the	lens	of
physics,	emphasizing	the	fundamental	laws	that	dictate	the	behavior	of	blood	when	subjected	to	external	forces.	By	comprehending	the	physics	involved,	analysts	can	interpret	the	size,	shape,	and	distribution	of	bloodstains	to	unravel	the	dynamics	of	a	crime.	Additionally,	this	section	will	elucidate	various	types	of	bloodstain	patterns,	such	as	passive,
transfer,	and	projected	patterns,	each	carrying	distinct	characteristics	that	aid	in	reconstructing	events.	Moving	forward,	the	proper	collection	and	preservation	of	blood	evidence	are	paramount	to	the	success	of	BPA.	The	second	sub-section	delves	into	the	meticulous	techniques	employed	for	collecting	bloodstains	at	crime	scenes.	From	recognizing
relevant	patterns	to	employing	proper	tools,	the	emphasis	is	on	ensuring	the	integrity	of	blood	evidence.	Preservation	methods,	including	packaging,	labeling,	and	storage,	are	crucial	considerations	to	maintain	the	evidentiary	value	of	bloodstains,	preventing	contamination	or	degradation	over	time.	The	analytical	techniques	and	tools	employed	in	BPA
constitute	the	third	sub-section,	providing	an	overview	of	technological	advancements	that	have	revolutionized	the	field.	From	traditional	methods	to	contemporary	technologies	such	as	luminol	and	advanced	imaging	techniques,	this	section	explores	the	spectrum	of	tools	available	for	pattern	analysis.	The	role	of	technology	in	enhancing	the	accuracy
of	BPA	is	examined,	emphasizing	how	these	tools	augment	the	precision	and	reliability	of	bloodstain	interpretation.	To	illustrate	the	practical	application	of	BPA	principles	and	methodologies,	the	fourth	sub-section	delves	into	case	studies	where	BPA	played	a	crucial	role.	Through	a	detailed	analysis	of	notable	cases,	this	section	exemplifies	how	BPA
contributed	to	the	reconstruction	of	events.	By	dissecting	the	patterns	present	at	crime	scenes	and	their	correlation	with	witness	statements	and	other	evidence,	these	case	studies	showcase	the	investigative	prowess	of	BPA.	Moreover,	the	section	demonstrates	how	BPA	findings	can	serve	as	compelling	evidence	in	legal	proceedings,	reinforcing	the
importance	of	this	forensic	discipline	in	resolving	complex	criminal	cases.	In	essence,	this	section	provides	a	comprehensive	exploration	of	the	principles	and	methodologies	that	underpin	Bloodstain	Pattern	Analysis.	From	the	physics	governing	blood	behavior	to	the	intricate	techniques	for	evidence	collection	and	preservation,	the	integration	of
technology,	and	the	real-world	application	through	case	studies,	this	segment	elucidates	the	multifaceted	nature	of	BPA	within	the	criminal	justice	process.	Legal	Implications	and	Challenges	Bloodstain	Pattern	Analysis	(BPA)	occupies	a	pivotal	role	in	criminal	investigations,	and	its	integration	into	legal	proceedings	raises	important	considerations.
The	first	sub-section	explores	the	admissibility	of	BPA	evidence	in	court,	delineating	the	criteria	that	govern	its	acceptance.	Courts	typically	assess	the	reliability	and	relevance	of	scientific	evidence,	and	this	portion	details	the	specific	criteria	that	BPA	must	meet	for	admissibility.	Additionally,	legal	precedents	and	challenges	associated	with
presenting	BPA	findings	in	court	are	examined,	shedding	light	on	the	evolving	landscape	of	BPA	within	the	judicial	system.	Ethical	considerations	form	a	crucial	aspect	of	any	forensic	discipline,	and	BPA	is	no	exception.	The	second	sub-section	delves	into	the	ethical	guidelines	that	practitioners	in	BPA	must	adhere	to.	Balancing	scientific	rigor	with
legal	and	ethical	responsibilities	is	paramount,	and	this	section	explores	the	ethical	dilemmas	that	may	arise	in	the	practice	of	BPA.	The	delicate	balance	between	serving	justice	and	maintaining	ethical	standards	is	dissected,	providing	insights	into	the	ethical	framework	that	guides	BPA	professionals.	Addressing	the	limitations	of	BPA	is	imperative
for	a	comprehensive	understanding	of	its	application.	The	third	sub-section	critically	examines	the	constraints	and	challenges	inherent	in	BPA,	ranging	from	contextual	limitations	to	the	inherent	subjectivity	in	pattern	interpretation.	Acknowledging	these	limitations	is	essential	for	practitioners	and	legal	professionals	alike	to	ensure	a	nuanced	and
realistic	evaluation	of	BPA	findings.	Furthermore,	controversies	and	debates	within	both	scientific	and	legal	communities	constitute	an	integral	part	of	this	discussion.	The	fourth	sub-section	engages	with	the	controversies	surrounding	BPA,	such	as	disagreements	among	experts,	challenges	to	its	scientific	validity,	and	debates	about	its	reliability.	By
exploring	differing	viewpoints	and	ongoing	debates,	this	section	offers	a	balanced	perspective	on	the	contested	nature	of	BPA	within	the	broader	forensic	and	legal	contexts.	In	essence,	this	section	navigates	the	legal	implications	and	challenges	associated	with	the	incorporation	of	Bloodstain	Pattern	Analysis	into	the	criminal	justice	process.	From
criteria	for	admissibility	and	legal	precedents	to	ethical	considerations	guiding	practitioners,	and	a	critical	examination	of	limitations	and	controversies,	this	segment	provides	a	comprehensive	exploration	of	the	complex	intersection	between	BPA	and	the	legal	realm.	Understanding	the	legal	implications	and	challenges	ensures	a	judicious	application
of	BPA	within	the	criminal	justice	system,	fostering	a	nuanced	appreciation	of	its	role	and	limitations	in	legal	proceedings.	Conclusion	In	summary,	Bloodstain	Pattern	Analysis	(BPA)	emerges	as	a	pivotal	tool	in	the	realm	of	criminal	justice,	wielding	the	power	to	unravel	intricate	details	of	crime	scenes	and	enhance	the	understanding	of	violent
incidents.	Throughout	this	exploration,	key	points	have	been	illuminated,	underscoring	the	significance	of	BPA	in	forensic	investigations.	A	recapitulation	of	these	points	reveals	that	BPA	not	only	aids	in	establishing	the	sequence	of	events	within	a	crime	but	also	plays	a	crucial	role	in	corroborating	or	refuting	witness	statements,	contributing	to	the
robustness	of	criminal	investigations.	Moreover,	the	role	of	BPA	in	advancing	forensic	science	cannot	be	overstated.	As	an	evolving	discipline,	BPA	has	traversed	a	historical	trajectory	marked	by	continuous	refinement	and	technological	innovation.	Its	integration	into	the	broader	framework	of	forensic	sciences	has	propelled	the	field	forward,
providing	investigators	and	legal	professionals	with	a	powerful	tool	for	reconstructing	events	and	presenting	compelling	evidence	in	legal	proceedings.	Looking	ahead,	the	future	directions	of	BPA	hold	exciting	possibilities.	Potential	advancements	in	techniques	and	technologies	are	poised	to	further	enhance	the	precision	and	scope	of	bloodstain
pattern	analysis.	The	integration	of	cutting-edge	technologies,	such	as	advanced	imaging	techniques	and	machine	learning	algorithms,	presents	avenues	for	greater	accuracy	and	efficiency	in	pattern	interpretation.	These	innovations	hold	promise	for	expanding	the	capabilities	of	BPA,	opening	new	dimensions	for	exploration	within	the	criminal	justice
process.	Simultaneously,	the	evolving	landscape	of	bloodstain	pattern	analysis	in	the	criminal	justice	process	is	anticipated	to	be	shaped	by	a	dynamic	interplay	of	scientific	developments,	legal	considerations,	and	ethical	standards.	The	continued	collaboration	between	forensic	scientists,	legal	experts,	and	technology	innovators	is	likely	to	refine	BPA
methodologies,	ensuring	their	alignment	with	evolving	legal	standards	and	ethical	guidelines.	This	evolution	positions	BPA	at	the	forefront	of	forensic	sciences,	contributing	not	only	to	the	resolution	of	individual	cases	but	also	to	the	ongoing	advancement	of	the	broader	criminal	justice	system.	In	conclusion,	this	article	has	delved	into	the
multifaceted	world	of	Bloodstain	Pattern	Analysis,	tracing	its	historical	roots,	exploring	its	principles	and	methodologies,	navigating	legal	implications,	and	contemplating	future	directions.	As	a	discipline	at	the	intersection	of	science	and	justice,	BPA	stands	as	a	testament	to	the	evolving	landscape	of	forensic	sciences	and	its	enduring	impact	on	the
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when	identical	surfaces	are	used.Spatter	on	the	hard,	smooth,	and	less	porous	surface	results	in;	smooth	surfaces	like	glass,	smooth	tiles,	etc.Rough	surfaces	result	in	irregularly	shaped	stains	with	serrated	edges;	surfaces	like	hardwood,	carpet,	cloth,	paper,	etc.Note	1:	Satellite	spatters	are	small	drops	of	blood	that	are	distributed	around	the
perimeter	of	a	drop	or	drops	of	blood	and	were	produced	as	a	result	of	the	blood	impacting	the	target	surface.The	direction	of	blood	striking	an	object	is	determined	using	the	pattern	it	makes.	The	distorted	or	disrupted	edge	of	an	elongated	stain	indicates	the	direction	of	travel	of	the	blood	drop.In	general,	satellite	spatter	around	parent	stains	will
have	the	pointed	end	facing	against	the	direction	of	travel.	As	the	stain	becomes	more	elliptical	in	shape,	its	direction	becomes	more	detectable	because	the	pointed	end	of	a	bloodstain	faces	its	direction	of	travel.The	impact	angle	of	blood	on	a	flat	surface	can	be	determined	by	measuring	the	degree	of	circular	distortion.The	formula	is	given	by,Sin	A=
(Width	of	bloodstain)/	Length	of	bloodstainwhere	A=	the	angle	of	impact.Footnotes:Length	always	should	be	longer	than	the	width	and	the	measurement	should	be	done	with	a	ruler,	micrometer,	or	photographic	loupe.If	the	angle	of	impact	is	90˚,	the	resulting	bloodstain	generally	will	be	circular	in	shape	and	less	than	90˚	will	form	elliptical
bloodstain.For	example,	the	width	of	a	stain	is	1.75cm	and	the	length	is	3cm,Sin	A=	1.75cm/	3cm	=	0.5833.Sin	̵	1	0.583	=	35.7˚In	general,	bloodstain	diameter	increases	as	height	increases.Also	Read:Spattered	blood	is	defined	as	a	random	distribution	of	bloodstain	that	varies	in	size	that	may	be	produced	by	a	variety	of	mechanisms.Forward	Spatter:
Spatter	projected	outward	and	away	from	the	source,	such	as	an	exit	wound,	is	called	forward	spatter.Back	Spatter,	sometimes	called	blowback	spatter,	is	blood	projected	backward	from	a	source,	such	as	an	entrance	wound,	and	potentially	deposited	on	the	object	or	person	who	created	the	impact.Moreover,	as	the	force	of	impact	on	the	source	of
blood	increases,	the	velocity	of	blood	droplets	leaving	the	source	of	blood	also	increases.	And	the	resultant	blood	drop	size	decreases.On	the	basis	of	the	velocity	of	the	force	impacting	a	bloody	object	spatter	is	classified	as	follows:1.	Low-Velocity	SpatterThese	are	large	separate	or	compounded	drops	caused	by	an	impact	of	fewer	than	five	feet	per
second;	blood	cast	off	from	a	fist,	shoe,	weapon,	dripping,	or	splashing.This	kind	of	spatter	is	normally	produced	by	gravity	alone,	by	a	minimal	force.	The	resulting	blood	spots	are	mostly	4	to	8	mm	in	diameter.2.	Medium-Velocity	SpatterCaused	by	an	impact	of	5	to	25	feet	per	second;	blows	with	a	baseball	bat,	hammer,	axe,	or	similar
instrument.These	are	small	drops	with	diameters	of	1	to	4	millimeters.3.	High-Velocity	SpatterCaused	by	an	impact	of	100	feet	per	second;	almost	always	gunshot,	but	occasionally	produced	by	contact	with	high-velocity	machinery.The	smallest	of	all,	these	blood	spots	are	typically	less	than	1	mm	in	diameter,	producing	a	fine	mist-like	spray,	much	like
an	aerosol.Area	of	convergence	is	obtained	by:The	2-Dimensional	plane	from	which	the	drops	originated.Established	by	drawing	straight	lines	through	the	long	axis	of	several	individual	bloodstains.The	point	where	these	lines	meet	is	the	point	of	convergence.Note	2:	An	object	hitting	a	source	of	blood	numerous	times	will	never	produce	exactly	the
same	pattern	each	time.To	depict	the	area	of	origin,3-Dimensional	space	from	which	the	blood	was	projected.Shows	the	position	of	the	victim	or	suspect	in	space	when	the	stain-producing	event	took	place.Must	use	the	area	of	convergence	and	angle	of	impact	for	each	bloodstain.It	may	produce	minute	spatters	of	blood	less	than	0.1mm	in	diameter
referred	to	as	mist-like	dispersions	(characteristic	of	high-velocity	spatter).May	be	characterized	by	both	forward	spatters	from	an	exit	wound	and	back	spatters	from	an	entrance	wound.The	presence	of	the	back	spatter	on	a	firearm	or	a	shooter	is	dependent	upon	the	distance	between	the	firearm	and	the	victim.This	mist	pattern	is	not	observed	in
spatter	associated	with	stabbing,	or	beating.The	size	of	the	spatter	depends	upon	a	number	of	factors	like	the	caliber	of	the	weapon,	the	quantity	of	available	blood,	the	location	and	the	number	of	shots,	and	impeding	factors,	such	as	hair,	clothing,	etc.Some	back	spatter	may	strike	the	gunman	and	enter	the	gun	muzzle;	this	is	called	the	drawback
effect	(distance-dependent	phenomenon).This	is	created	when	blood	is	flung	from	a	blood-bearing	object.Size	of	the	spatter	is	directly	proportional	to	the	size	of	the	point	of	the	object;	for	example-	the	spatter	produced	by	a	bat	will	be	larger	in	size	than	the	spatter	produced	by	a	sharp	knife.We	can	also	determine	the	number	of	blows	based	on	the
number	of	cast-off	spatters.Example:	Three	casts	off	are	found	at	a	crime	scene,	the	first	blow	will	produce	no	cast	off;	the	swing	back	will	produce	the	first	cast	off	then	the	second	blow	will	produce	the	second	cast	off	then	the	swing	back	will	produce	the	third	cast	off.The	pattern	may	also	suggest	whether	the	blow	that	caused	the	pattern	was
directed	from	right	to	left	or	left	to	right.When	an	artery	is	breached,	blood	is	projected	from	it	in	varying	amounts.The	pressure	of	the	continuous	pumping	of	blood	causes	blood	to	spurt	out	of	the	injured	area.It	is	also	called	projected	pattern	blood	spatter.This	occurs	mainly	due	to	injury	to	a	main	artery	or	the	heart.The	size	of	arterial	bloodstain
varies	from	very	large	gushing	or	spurting	patterns	each	time	the	heart	pumps	to	very	small	spray	types	of	patterns.Vertical	arcs	or	wave	inline	show	fluctuation	in	blood	pressure,	and	the	lineup	of	the	stains	shows	the	victim’s	movement.Arterial	patterns	can	also	be	differentiated	because	the	oxygenated	blood	spurting	from	the	artery	tends	to	be	a
brighter	red	color	than	blood	expelled	from	impact	wounds.Pattern	created	by	the	blood	that	is	expelled	from	the	mouth	or	nose	from	an	internal	injury	is	called	an	expirated	blood	pattern.The	dimension	of	this	spatter	is	somewhat	similar	to	impact	spatter	that	is	associated	with	gunshots	and	beating,	due	to	this	resemblance	case	history	will	be	the
deciding	factor.Expirated	blood	also	may	be	lighter	in	color	than	impact	spatters	as	a	result	of	being	diluted	by	saliva.If	the	blood	has	been	recently	expelled	there	may	be	visible	air	bubbles	within	the	stains	due	to	blood	being	mixed	with	air	from	the	airway	passages	or	lungs.Void	areas	or	patterns	are	absences	of	bloodstains	in	otherwise	continuous
patterns	of	staining.The	blank	space	on	the	surface	or	object	may	give	a	clue	to	the	size	and	shape	of	the	missing	object	or	person.This	helps	in	establishing	sequence	and	identifying	alteration	within	a	crime	scene.Not	all	bloodstains	at	a	crime	scene	appear	as	spatter	patterns.	The	circumstances	of	the	crime	often	create	other	types	of	stains	that	can
be	useful	to	investigators.When	an	object	wet	with	blood	comes	into	contact	with	another	object	or	secondary	surface,	a	blood	transfer	pattern	is	observed.Some	examples	of	transfer	patterns	are	tool	prints,	bloody	fingerprints,	footprints,	palm	prints,	etc.Class	or	individual	characteristics	may	be	determined	from	distinct	blood	transfer	patterns.These
patterns	help	in	determining	the	directionality	of	the	victim,	perpetrator,	or	any	person	present	at	the	crime	scene.For	example:	If	we	find	some	blood-laden	footprint	on	the	crime	scene,	the	first	print	produced	will	always	be	heavy	or	dark	with	blood;	followed	by	some	lighter	prints.	These	prints	will	also	indicate	whether	the	person	was	walking	or
running	as	the	running	footprints	have	a	large	space	gap	between	themPatterns	made	by	drops	or	large	amounts	of	blood	flowing	with	the	pull	of	gravity	are	called	flows.Flows	may	be	formed	by	single	drops	or	large	volumes	of	blood	coming	from	an	actively	bleeding	wound	or	blood	deposited	on	a	surface—from	an	arterial	spurt.For	example:	The
interruption	of	a	flow	pattern	may	be	helpful	in	assessing	the	sequence	and	passage	of	time	between	the	flow	and	its	interruption.If	a	flow	found	on	an	object	or	body	does	not	appear	to	be	consistent	with	the	direction	of	gravity,	one	may	surmise	that	the	object	or	body	was	moved	after	the	blood	had	dried.Swipe	pattern	is	formed	by	the	movement	of
a	bloody	object	across	other	objects	containing	no	blood.For	example:	the	blood	is	already	present	on	the	victim’s	hand	and	she	hit	the	wall	or	some	surface	it	will	lead	to	a	swipe	patternNote	3:	the	object	with	blood	should	be	moving	to	form	this	pattern	or	else	it	will	be	known	as	a	transfer	pattern.Wipe	pattern	is	formed	when	the	blood	on	the	floor
or	wall	gets	smeared	with	the	object	containing	no	blood.When	multiple	free-falling	drops	of	blood	are	produced	from	a	stationary	source	onto	a	horizontal	surface,	it	is	known	as	a	drip	pattern.It	results	from	blood	drops	falling	into	previously	deposited	wet	blood	stains	or	small	pools	of	blood.Drip	patterns	will	be	large	and	irregular	in	shape,	with
small	satellite	spatters	around	the	periphery	of	the	central	parent	stain	on	the	horizontal	and	nearby	vertical	surfaces.A	pool	of	blood	occurs	when	blood	collects	in	a	level	(not	sloped)	and	undisturbed	place.Blood	pools	on	the	absorbent	surfaces	may	be	absorbed	throughout	the	surface	and	diffuse,	creating	a	pattern	larger	than	the	original	pool.	This
often	occurs	in	pools	on	beds	or	sofas.Note	4:	Skeletonization:	The	process	by	which	the	edges	of	a	stain	dry	to	the	surface	in	a	specific	period	of	time	(dependent	on	environmental	and	surface	conditions);	skeletonization	remains	apparent	even	after	the	rest	of	the	bloodstain	has	been	disturbed	from	its	original	position.	This	may	be	important	for
classifying	the	source	of	the	original	stain.Evans,	Colin,	1948-	Criminal	Investigations:	Crime	Scene	Investigation,	1st	ed.	InfoBase	Publishing.	Copyright,	2009	[Link]James,	S.H.	&	Nordy	J.J,	Eds.	Forensic	Science:	An	Introduction	to	Scientific	and	Investigative	Techniques,	2nd	ed.	USA,	FL:	CRC	Press,	2005.[Link]Saferstein	R.,	Criminalistics:	An
Introduction	to	Forensic	Science,	12th	ed.	Boston,	Pearson	Education,	2018.Siegel	Jay	A.	&	Kathy	Mirakovits,	Forensic	Science	the	Basics,	3rd	ed.	Boca	Raton,	CRC	Press,	2016.Eckert	William	G.,	Introduction	to	Forensic	Science,	2nd	ed.	New	York,	Elsevier	Science	Publishing	Co.,	Inc,	1992.Further	Reading:FR	Author	Group	at	ForensicReader	is	a
team	of	Forensic	experts	and	scholars	having	B.Sc,	M.Sc,	or	Doctorate(	Ph.D.)	degrees	in	Forensic	Science.	We	published	on	topics	on	fingerprints,	questioned	documents,	forensic	medicine,	toxicology,	physical	evidence,	and	related	case	studies.	Know	More.	Every	drop	of	blood	at	a	crime	scene	tells	a	story.	Whether	it’s	a	single	droplet	or	a	complex
spray	pattern,	bloodstain	pattern	analysis	helps	investigators	decode	crucial	details	about	violent	crimes	that	would	otherwise	remain	hidden.	This	specialized	forensic	technique	has	helped	solve	countless	high-profile	cases	by	revealing	critical	information	about	the	sequence	of	events,	the	position	of	victims	and	perpetrators,	and	the	types	of
weapons	used.	However,	mastering	bloodstain	pattern	analysis	requires	more	than	just	keen	observation	skills	–	it	demands	a	deep	understanding	of	blood	behavior,	physics,	and	mathematical	principles.	Whether	you’re	a	seasoned	investigator	or	new	to	forensic	science,	this	comprehensive	guide	will	walk	you	through	the	essential	principles	and
techniques	of	bloodstain	pattern	analysis.	From	understanding	basic	blood	properties	to	interpreting	complex	impact	patterns,	we’ll	cover	everything	you	need	to	know	to	analyze	bloodstain	evidence	effectively.	Ready	to	unlock	the	secrets	hidden	in	every	bloodstain?	Let’s	begin.	Blood	consists	of	liquid	and	solid	components,	primarily	about	7%	of
human	body	weight.	Understanding	these	fundamental	properties	is	crucial	for	accurate	bloodstain	pattern	analysis.	Blood’s	unique	composition	includes	plasma,	which	comprises	92%	water,	and	cellular	components.	Red	blood	cells	dominate	the	cellular	portion,	representing	97%	of	the	bio-colloidal	matter.	The	most	distinctive	characteristic	of
blood	is	its	non-Newtonian	behavior	–	its	viscosity	changes	based	on	applied	force.	Surface	tension	gives	blood	droplets	their	characteristic	spherical	shape	when	falling	at	a	90-degree	angle.	Subsequently,	this	property	becomes	particularly	significant	when	analyzing	blood	spatter	patterns	at	crime	scenes.	The	interaction	between	blood	and	various
surfaces	reveals	crucial	investigative	details.	Smooth	surfaces,	such	as	tile	or	linoleum,	preserve	the	original	droplet	shape,	whereas	rough	surfaces	like	carpet	or	concrete	disrupt	the	surface	tension	and	cause	the	drops	to	break	apart.	Surface	wettability	specifically	influences	blood	behavior.	On	lyophobic	(water-repelling)	surfaces,	blood
demonstrates	distinct	recoiling	and	oscillation	patterns.	Moreover,	the	final	bloodstain	size	varies	significantly	based	on:	Impact	velocity	Surface	characteristics	Environmental	conditions	Temperature	and	humidity	primarily	affect	blood	behavior	after	impact.	Higher	temperatures	accelerate	drying,	while	increased	humidity	levels	slow	down	the
evaporation	process.	Additionally,	airflow	across	bloodstains	influences	drying	time,	with	greater	air	movement	promoting	faster	evaporation.	The	drying	process	follows	distinct	stages,	beginning	with	a	dark	red	appearance	and	progressing	through	multiple	phases.	During	this	process,	the	blood	first	spreads	and	evaporates	naturally	before
coagulating.	The	nature	of	the	substrate	and	relative	humidity	become	decisive	factors	in	terms	of	adhesion	and	final	pattern	formation.	Bloodstain	patterns	serve	as	silent	witnesses	at	crime	scenes,	each	type	revealing	distinct	aspects	of	violent	incidents.	These	patterns	fall	into	several	primary	categories,	each	offering	unique	investigative	insights.
Impact	spatter	patterns	form	through	blood	encountering	external	forces	that	break	it	apart.	The	size	and	distribution	of	these	patterns	primarily	depend	on	the	force	applied.	High-velocity	impact	spatter,	occurring	at	speeds	over	100	feet	per	second,	creates	droplets	sized	1	millimeter	or	less.	Medium-velocity	spatter,	generally	resulting	from	blunt
force	trauma,	forms	at	speeds	between	5	and	25	feet	per	second,	with	droplets	ranging	from	1	to	4	millimeters.	Furthermore,	back	spatter	occurs	when	blood	projects	toward	the	source	of	force,	essentially	creating	smaller	stains	than	forward	spatter.	Transfer	patterns	emerge	from	contact	between	two	surfaces,	with	at	least	one	bearing	blood.	These
patterns	notably	include	three	distinct	types.	Swipe	patterns	occur	when	a	blood-bearing	object	moves	across	a	clean	surface.	Consequently,	wipe	patterns	form	when	a	clean	object	disturbs	an	existing	bloodstain.	Pattern	transfers,	such	as	bloody	shoe	prints	or	fingerprintsFingerprint,	impression	made	by	the	papillary	ridges	on	the	ends	of	the	fingers
and	thumbs.	Fingerprints	afford	an	infallible	means	of	personal	identification,	because	the	ridge	arrangement	on	every	finger	of	every	human	being	is	unique	and	does	not	alter	with	growth	or	age.	Fingerprints	serve	to	reveal	an	individual’s	true	identity	despite	personal	denial,	assumed	names,	or	changes	in	personal	appearance	resulting	from	age,
disease,	plastic	surgery,	or	accident.	The	practice	of	utilizing	fingerprints	as	a	means	of	identification,	referred	to	as	dactyloscopy,	is	an	indispensable	aid	to	modern	law	enforcement.	More,	can	provide	crucial	information	about	movement	sequences	at	crime	scenes.	Void	patterns,	also	known	as	shadow	patterns,	form	when	an	object	blocks	blood	in
flight	from	reaching	a	surface.	These	patterns	are	particularly	valuable	for	determining	if	objects	have	been	moved	from	their	original	positions	during	or	after	a	bloodletting	event.	Notably,	an	object	creating	a	void	pattern	will	typically	display	a	matching	bloodstain	pattern	on	its	surface,	allowing	investigators	to	reconstruct	the	scene	accurately.
Flow	patterns	develop	through	gravitational	forces	acting	on	blood	volumes.	These	patterns	form	distinctive	characteristics	based	on	surface	texture	and	angle.	The	movement	of	blood	under	gravity	creates	predictable	patterns	that	can	indicate	the	original	position	of	the	blood	source	and	subsequent	movement.	Generally,	these	patterns	appear	as
streaks	or	pools,	with	their	shape	and	size	determined	by	the	volume	of	blood	and	surface	characteristics.	Each	pattern	type	offers	unique	investigative	value,	from	determining	the	type	of	force	used	to	establish	the	sequence	of	events.	The	analysis	of	these	patterns	and	an	understanding	of	their	formation	mechanisms	provide	investigators	with
crucial	tools	for	crime	scene	reconstruction.	Precise"Precise"	refers	to	the	degree	of	closeness	or	consistency	between	multiple	measurements	or	values	taken	under	the	same	conditions.	It	indicates	how	well	these	measurements	agree	with	each	other,	regardless	of	whether	they	are	accurate	or	not.	Precision	is	a	critical	concept	in	measurement	and
scientific	analysis.	Here	are	some	key	points	about	precision:	•	Reproducibility:	Precision	is	a	measure	of	the	reproducibility	or	repeatability	of	measurements.	When	multiple	measurements	of	the	same	quantity	are	made,	precision	reflects	how	closely	those	measurements	cluster	or	group	together.	•	Closeness	of	Values:	In	precise	measurements,	the
values	obtained	are	very	close	to	each	other,	with	minimal	variation	or	scatter.	This	means	that	the	data	points	cluster	around	a	central	or	average	value.	•	Consistency:	Precise	measurements	are	characterized	by	their	consistency	and	stability	over	repeated	trials	or	observations.	They	may	exhibit	minimal	random	errors,	indicating	a	high	degree	of
reliability.	•	Precision	vs.	Accuracy:	Precision	should	not	be	confused	with	accuracy.	While	precision	relates	to	the	agreement	among	repeated	measurements,	accuracy	refers	to	how	closely	those	measurements	align	with	the	true	or	accepted	value.	A	measurement	can	be	precise	but	not	accurate	if	it	consistently	deviates	from	the	true	value	by	the
same	amount.	•	Measurement	Uncertainty:	Precision	is	often	associated	with	measurement	uncertainty,	which	quantifies	the	range	within	which	a	measurement	is	likely	to	fall.	A	precise	measurement	typically	has	a	smaller	measurement	uncertainty,	indicating	higher	confidence	in	its	reliability.	•	Statistical	Analysis:	Statistical	methods,	such	as
standard	deviation	and	standard	error,	are	commonly	used	to	assess	and	quantify	precision.	These	tools	provide	a	numerical	measure	of	the	spread	or	dispersion	of	data	points.	•	Instrument	Precision:	Precision	can	also	be	a	characteristic	of	measurement	instruments	and	equipment.	Instruments	with	high	precision	produce	measurements	that	are
consistent	and	closely	grouped.	•	Applications:	Precision	is	crucial	in	various	scientific	and	technical	fields,	including	chemistry,	physics,	engineering,	and	manufacturing.	It	is	essential	for	quality	control,	data	analysis,	and	ensuring	the	reproducibility	of	results.	•	Trade-Off	with	Accuracy:	In	practice,	there	can	be	a	trade-off	between	precision	and
accuracy.	Achieving	higher	precision	may	require	more	careful	calibration	and	control	of	experimental	conditions,	but	it	may	not	necessarily	improve	accuracy	if	systematic	errors	are	present.	Precision	refers	to	the	degree	of	closeness	or	agreement	among	multiple	measurements	or	values.	Precise	measurements	exhibit	minimal	variation	or	scatter,
indicating	high	consistency	and	reproducibility.	Precision	is	a	key	aspect	of	measurement	quality	and	is	vital	in	scientific	research,	quality	assurance,	and	data	analysis.	More	documentation	of	bloodstain	patterns	requires	specialized	equipment	that	combines	both	photography	and	measurement	capabilities.	Accurate	tools	ensure	reliable	analysis	and
interpretation	of	crime	scene	evidence.	High-quality	digital	cameras	with	manual	exposure	settings	and	at	least	ten	megapixels	form	the	foundation	of	bloodstain	documentation.	A	comprehensive	photography	kit	primarily	includes	normal	lenses	for	overall	scene	capture	and	macro	lenses	for	detailed	pattern	documentation.	Proper	lighting	equipment
remains	crucial	throughout	the	documentation	process	–	electronic	flash	units	with	remote	sync	capabilities	enable	photographers	to	capture	bloodstains	from	multiple	angles.	For	optimal	results,	photographers	need	specialized	accessories.	These	include	polarizing	filters	for	photographing	through	glass	surfaces	and	colored	filters	for	enhancing
certain	types	of	evidence.	Additionally,	tripods	prove	indispensable	for	maintaining	camera	stability,	especially	in	low-light	conditions	or	when	capturing	detailed	close-up	shots.	The	precision	of	bloodstain	pattern	analysis	undoubtedly	depends	on	accurate	measurement	tools.	A	complete	measurement	kit	accordingly	includes:	Protractors	and	angle
finders	for	determining	impact	angles	Steel	tape	measures	(both	25-foot	and	50-foot	lengths)	for	scene	documentation	Forensic	scales	in	metric	and	imperial	measurements	Scientific	calculators	for	precise	calculations	Field	investigators	initially	require	adaptable	measuring	equipment	for	documenting	blood	spatter	on-site.	The	standard
documentation	kit	simultaneously	serves	multiple	purposes,	featuring	specialized	tools	such	as	plumb	bobs	for	vertical	alignment	and	retractable	steel	tape	measures	for	quick	measurements.	Digital	documentation	tools	have	become	increasingly	vital	in	modern	analysis.	These	tools	assist	in	recording	measurements	and	creating	detailed	scene
documentation	that	can	be	referenced	throughout	the	investigation	process.	Advanced	laser	trajectory	finders	and	digital	measurement	kits	provide	enhanced	accuracy	when	determining	bloodstain	trajectories	and	impact	angles.	Professional	documentation	kits	include	evidence	rulers	and	photographic	scales	in	various	sizes,	ranging	from	2cm	to
4cm.	These	tools	enable	investigators	to	maintain	consistent	measurement	standards	and	provide	clear	size	references	in	photographic	documentation.	Specialized	stringing	kits	featuring	multiple	string	colors	and	trajectory	stringing	clips	assist	in	reconstructing	blood	droplet	paths	and	determining	points	of	origin.	Proper	documentation	forms	the
cornerstone	of	successful	bloodstain	pattern	analysis.	A	systematic	approach	combining	photography,	measurements,	and	digital	tools	ensures	accurate	preservation	of	crime	scene	evidence.	Capturing	bloodstained	evidence	requires	meticulous	attention	to	detail.	First,	all	photographs	must	be	taken	as	RAW	file	images	in	color	mode	to	preserve
maximum	detail.	Throughout	the	documentation	process,	photographers	must	position	the	camera’s	film	plane	parallel	to	the	bloodstain	evidence	to	maintain	an	accurate	perspective.	For	optimal	results,	follow	these	essential	steps:	Capture	overall	scene	context	Take	mid-range	photographs	showing	pattern	relationships	Document	close-up	details
with	proper	scale	placement	Apply	oblique	lighting	to	reveal	pattern	details	Include	color	reference	cards	for	accurate	reproduction	Proper	lighting	remains	crucial	–	avoid	direct	flash	as	it	creates	unwanted	reflections.	Instead,	utilize	oblique	lighting	at	low	angles,	primarily	when	photographing	bloodstains	on	fabric	surfaces.	The	road	mapping
technique,	developed	by	the	Miami-Dade	Police	Department,	effectively	documents	complex	bloodstain	patterns.	This	method	combines	labels	and	scales	to	create	a	comprehensive	record	of	the	scene.	Following	this	approach,	investigators	first	identify	distinct	pattern	groups	and	then	label	individual	stains	within	each	group	for	detailed	analysis.	For
larger	areas,	the	grid	method	provides	structured	documentation.	This	technique	involves	dividing	walls	into	2’x2′	squares,	properly	marked	with	identifiers.	Each	grid	section	receives	thorough	photographic	documentation,	enabling	precise	measurement	and	analysis	of	individual	stains.	Modern	digital	systems	enhance	traditional	documentation
methods.	Advanced	laboratory	camera	systems	now	incorporate	automated	filter	wheels	and	specialized	light	sources	ranging	from	UV	to	IR.	These	systems	effectively	capture	evidence	treated	with	various	developers	and	reagents.	Light-amplifying	cameras	prove	invaluable,	increasing	the	visibility	of	dim	bloodstain	evidence	by	up	to	70,000	times.
This	capability	becomes	particularly	useful	when	documenting	patterns	enhanced	with	chemical	reagents	like	Bluestar	or	Luminol.	Digital	documentation	systems	provide	immediate	feedback	through	live	feed	displays,	enabling	investigators	to	adjust	settings	and	capture	optimal	images	on-site.	These	tools	integrate	seamlessly	with	measurement
software,	creating	comprehensive	digital	records	that	support	detailed	analysis	and	reconstruction	efforts.	Precise	mathematical	principles	and	scientific	methods	form	the	foundation	of	bloodstain	pattern	analysis	interpretation.	Analysts	can	reconstruct	crucial	aspects	of	violent	incidents	through	systematic	examination	and	calculation.	The	stringing
method	stands	as	a	primary	technique	for	determining	blood	source	location.	This	method	involves	placing	strings	at	bloodstain	positions	and	extending	them	away	from	the	surface	to	reconstruct	impact	direction.	The	strings’	intersection	point	reveals	the	estimated	blood	source	location,	creating	what	analysts	call	the	‘area	of	convergence.’	The
tangent	method	offers	an	alternative	approach,	primarily	effective	for	fast-moving	drops	with	flat	trajectories.	This	technique	treats	blood	drops’	paths	as	right-angled	triangle	hypotenuses.	Nevertheless,	uncertainties	in	trajectory	curvature	might	affect	the	accuracy	of	horizontal	position	determination.	For	three-dimensional	reconstruction,	analysts
combine	both	horizontal	and	vertical	measurements.	When	the	area	of	origin	measures	two	feet	above	the	convergence	point	on	the	floor,	this	indicates	the	victim	was	likely	sitting	or	lying	down.	Alternatively,	a	five-foot	height	difference	typically	suggests	a	standing	position.	The	shape	and	size	of	blood	droplets	reveal	crucial	information	about	their
impact	angles.	A	blood	drop	striking	a	surface	at	90	degrees	creates	an	almost	circular	stain.	As	the	angle	decreases,	the	stain	becomes	increasingly	elliptical,	with	spines	becoming	more	prominent	opposite	the	angle	of	impact.	To	calculate	the	precise	angle	of	impact,	analysts	follow	these	steps:	Measure	the	width	and	length	of	the	blood	droplet
Apply	the	formula:	sin(A)	=	width/length	Use	the	inverse	sine	function	to	determine	the	angle	Document	results	for	scene	reconstruction	The	accuracy	of	these	calculations	depends	on	several	external	factors.	Surface	texture,	material	properties,	and	environmental	conditions	all	influence	the	final	stain	appearance.	Indeed,	bloodstains	might	prove
challenging	to	examine	on	porous	surfaces	like	fabric,	potentially	leading	to	distorted	measurements.	Advanced	computer	models	now	enhance	traditional	calculation	methods.	These	tools	consider	fluid	dynamics	and	statistical	uncertainties,	enabling	more	accurate	reconstruction	of	bloodletting	events,	primarily	for	distances	exceeding	one	meter
between	the	wall	and	the	blood	source.	Combining	point-of-origin	determination	and	impact	angle	calculations	enables	analysts	to	answer	critical	questions	about	crime	scenes.	This	information	helps	establish	victim	and	perpetrator	positions,	determine	wound	locations,	and	verify	witness	statements.	Hence,	these	analytical	methods	provide
investigators	with	concrete	scientific	evidence	for	crime	scene	reconstruction.	Bloodstain	pattern	analysis	stands	as	a	powerful	tool	in	modern	forensic	science,	combining	physics,	mathematics,	and	keen	observation	skills.	Each	bloodstain	tells	its	own	story,	revealing	crucial	details	about	violent	incidents	through	careful	examination	and
interpretation.	Scientific	understanding	of	blood	behavior	and	proper	documentation	techniques	allow	investigators	to	decode	complex	crime	scenes	effectively.	Pattern	recognition	skills,	supported	by	specialized	tools	and	precise	measurement	methods,	help	accurately	reconstruct	events.	Success	in	bloodstain	pattern	analysis	depends	on	mastering
several	key	elements:	thorough	knowledge	of	blood	properties,	proper	use	of	documentation	equipment,	and	accurate	interpretation	of	various	pattern	types.	These	skills	enable	investigators	to	determine	impact	angles,	establish	points	of	origin,	and	ultimately	piece	together	the	sequence	of	events	at	crime	scenes.	Mastery	of	this	forensic	discipline
requires	dedication,	continuous	learning,	and	practical	experience.	By	systematically	applying	scientific	principles	and	proper	documentation	methods,	investigators	can	transform	seemingly	chaotic	bloodstain	patterns	into	valuable	evidence	that	helps	solve	violent	crimes.	To	understand	how	analysts	interpret	bloodstains,	one	must	first	understand
the	basic	properties	of	blood.	Blood	contains	both	liquid	(plasma	and	serum)	and	solids	(red	blood	cells,	white	blood	cells,	platelets	and	proteins).	Blood	is	in	a	liquid	state	when	inside	the	body,	and	when	it	exits	the	body,	it	does	so	as	a	liquid.	But	as	anyone	who	has	had	a	cut	or	a	scrape	knows,	it	doesn’t	remain	a	liquid	for	long.	Except	for	people	with
hemophilia,	blood	will	begin	to	clot	within	a	few	minutes,	forming	a	dark,	shiny	gel-like	substance	that	grows	more	solid	as	time	progresses.	The	presence	of	blood	clots	in	bloodstains	can	indicate	that	the	attack	was	prolonged,	or	that	the	victim	was	bleeding	for	some	time	after	the	injury	occurred.	Blood	can	leave	the	body	in	many	different	ways,
depending	on	the	type	of	injury	inflicted.	It	can	flow,	drip,	spray,	spurt,	gush	or	just	ooze	from	wounds.	Types	of	Stains	Bloodstains	are	classified	into	three	basic	types:	passive	stains,	transfer	stains	and	projected	or	impact	stains.	Passive	stains	include	drops,	flows	and	pools,	and	typically	result	from	gravity	acting	on	an	injured	body.	Transfer	stains
result	from	objects	coming	into	contact	with	existing	bloodstains	and	leaving	wipes,	swipes	or	pattern	transfers	behind	such	as	a	bloody	shoe	print	or	a	smear	from	a	body	being	dragged.	Impact	stains	result	from	blood	projecting	through	the	air	and	are	usually	seen	as	spatter,	but	may	also	include	gushes,	splashes	and	arterial	spurts.	Passive
bloodstain	on	a	wooden	floorboard.	(Courtesy	of	John	Black,	Ron	Smith	&	Associates)	Transfer	pattern	made	by	a	bloody	hand.	(Courtesy	of	John	Black,	Ron	Smith	&	Associates)	Blood	spatter	is	categorized	as	impact	spatter	(created	when	a	force	is	applied	to	a	liquid	blood	source)	or	projection	spatter	(caused	by	arterial	spurting,	expirated	spray	or
spatter	cast	off	an	object).	The	characteristics	of	blood	spatter	depend	on	the	speed	at	which	the	blood	leaves	the	body	and	the	type	of	force	applied	to	the	blood	source.	Gunshot	spatter	-	includes	both	forward	spatter	from	the	exit	wound	and	back	spatter	from	the	entrance	wound.	Gunshot	spatter	will	vary	depending	on	the	caliber	of	the	gun,	where
the	victim	is	struck,	whether	the	bullet	exits	the	body,	distance	between	the	victim	and	the	gun	and	location	of	the	victim	relative	to	walls,	floors	and	objects.	Typically,	forward	spatter	is	a	fine	mist	and	back	spatter	is	larger	and	fewer	drops.	Back	spatter	from	a	gunshot	wound	on	a	steering	wheel.	(Courtesy	of	John	Black,	Ron	Smith	&	Associates)
Cast-off	-	results	when	an	object	swung	in	an	arc	flings	blood	onto	nearby	surfaces.	This	occurs	when	an	assailant	swings	the	bloodstained	object	back	before	inflicting	another	blow.	Analysts	can	tell	the	direction	of	the	impacting	object	by	the	shape	of	the	spatter	(tails	point	in	the	direction	of	motion).	Counting	the	arcs	can	also	show	the	minimum
number	of	blows	delivered.	Cast-off	spatter	patterns	from	a	pipe	and	a	pool	cue.	(Courtesy	of	Brian	Dew,	Ron	Smith	&	Associates)	Arterial	spray	-	refers	to	the	spurt	of	blood	released	when	a	major	artery	is	severed.	The	blood	is	propelled	out	of	the	breached	blood	vessel	by	the	pumping	of	the	heart	and	often	forms	an	arcing	pattern	consisting	of
large,	individual	stains,	with	a	new	pattern	created	for	each	time	the	heart	pumps.	Expirated	spatter	-	is	usually	caused	by	blood	from	an	internal	injury	mixing	with	air	from	the	lungs	being	expelled	through	the	nose,	mouth	or	an	injury	to	the	airways	or	lungs.	Expirated	spatter	tends	to	form	a	very	fine	mist	due	to	the	pressure	exerted	by	the	lungs
moving	air	out	of	the	body.	Small	air	bubbles	in	the	drops	of	blood	are	typically	found	in	this	type	of	spatter.	Some	bloodstains	are	latent,	meaning	they	cannot	be	seen	with	the	naked	eye.	Investigators	can	use	chemical	reagents	such	as	Luminol	to	find	and	photograph	latent	bloodstains.	When	sprayed	on	blood,	Luminol	creates	a	bright	blue
luminescent	glow	by	reacting	with	iron	in	the	blood’s	hemoglobin.	Luminol	reveals	latent	bloodstains	left	on	a	sink.	(Courtesy	of	John	Black,	Ron	Smith	&	Associates)	Bloodshed	Events	A	crime	scene	where	bodily	injury	has	occurred	is	likely	to	have	some	amount	of	bloodstain	evidence	present;	however,	the	amount	will	vary	depending	on	the
circumstances	of	the	crime.	The	type	of	injury	inflicted	and	the	amount	of	force	used	will	determine	the	volume	and	pattern	of	bloodstains:	Sharp	force	injuries	(stabbing)	-	these	injuries	are	caused	by	an	object	with	a	relatively	small	surface	area,	such	as	an	ice	pick	or	a	knife.	Less	blood	is	deposited	on	the	instrument,	resulting	in	a	smaller,	more
linear	pattern	of	stains.	Blunt	force	injuries	(hitting	or	beating)	-	objects	inflicting	this	type	of	injury	are	usually	larger,	such	as	a	bat	or	hammer.	If	the	object	impacts	liquid	blood,	the	larger	surface	area	will	collect	more	blood,	producing	drops	of	varying	sizes.	Gunshot	injuries	-	mist-like	spatter	caused	by	bullets	entering	and	exiting	the	body.
Interpreting	the	Patterns	When	blood	is	impacted,	droplets	are	dispersed	through	the	air.	When	these	droplets	strike	a	surface,	the	shape	of	the	stain	changes	depending	on	the	angle	of	impact,	velocity,	distance	travelled	and	type	of	surface	impacted.	Generally,	the	stain	shape	will	vary	from	circular	to	elliptical,	with	tails	or	spines	extending	in	the
direction	of	travel.	Smaller	satellite	stains	may	also	break	away	from	the	initial	drop.	By	measuring	the	width	and	length	of	the	stain,	the	angle	of	impact	can	be	calculated,	helping	investigators	determine	the	actions	that	may	have	taken	place	at	the	scene.	As	the	angle	of	impact	changes,	so	does	the	appearance	of	the	resulting	stain.	A	blood	drop
striking	a	smooth	surface	at	a	90°	angle	will	result	in	an	almost	circular	stain;	there	is	little	elongation,	and	the	spines	and	satellites	are	fairly	evenly	distributed	around	the	outside	of	the	drop.	Below	75°,	spines	begin	to	become	more	prominent	on	the	side	of	the	spatter	opposite	the	angle	of	impact.	As	the	angle	of	impact	decreases,	the	spatter	stain
elongates,	becoming	more	elliptical,	and	the	spines,	etc.,	become	more	predominant	opposite	the	angle	of	impact.	At	very	low	(acute)	angles,	a	single	satellite	may	break	off	to	form	a	second	stain;	this	is	the	distinctive	“exclamation	point”	stain.	Void	Patterns	A	void	occurs	when	a	person	or	object	blocks	the	path	of	the	blood.	They	are	important
because	voids	can	show	investigators	if	objects	are	missing	from	the	scene,	where	a	person	or	persons	were	at	the	time	of	the	incident,	and	if	a	body	was	moved.	An	object	that	leaves	a	void	in	a	bloodstain	pattern	will	have	a	matching	bloodstain	pattern	on	its	surface,	allowing	analysts	to	replace	it	in	the	scene	if	found.	Void	patterns	are	most	useful
for	establishing	the	position	of	the	victim(s)	and	assailant(s)	within	the	scene.	Back	to	top	of	page	▲	02/14/2025Blood	spatter	analysis,	also	known	as	bloodstain	pattern	analysis,	is	a	critical	tool	used	by	forensic	investigators	in	crime	scene	reconstruction.	It	involves	the	scientific	examination	of	blood	patterns	at	a	crime	scene	to	determine	aspects	of	a
violent	event.	By	analyzing	blood	spatter,	forensic	experts	can	gather	invaluable	insights	into	what	happened,	how	it	happened,	and	potentially	even	who	was	involved.	This	blog	will	explain	the	science	behind	blood	spatter	analysis,	the	various	types	of	patterns,	what	they	reveal,	and	the	challenges	forensic	analysts	face	when	interpreting	them.	What
Is	Blood	Spatter	Analysis?	Blood	spatter	analysis	refers	to	the	scientific	examination	of	bloodstains	to	infer	details	about	crimes	involving	physical	trauma.	Forensic	scientists	and	forensic	analysts	study	the	shape,	size,	and	distribution	of	bloodstains	to	reconstruct	events	that	occurred	during	a	crime.	This	discipline	requires	a	strong	understanding	of
biology,	physics,	and	mathematics,	as	the	mechanics	of	blood	spatter	adhere	to	scientific	principles	like	fluid	dynamics	and	gravity.	Focus	Keyphrase:	Blood	Spatter	Analysis	Blood	spatter	analysis	often	focuses	on	how	external	forces,	such	as	blunt	force	trauma	or	gunshot	wounds,	create	distinct	bloodstain	patterns.	As	one	of	the	most	revealing
techniques	in	crime	scene	reconstruction,	it	allows	crime	scene	analysts	to	work	backward,	piecing	together	the	sequence	of	events	that	culminated	in	a	blood-spattered	room.	The	Science	Behind	Blood	Spatter	Patterns	When	a	bloodstain	is	created,	several	factors	influence	its	appearance,	including	the	velocity	of	the	blood,	the	surface	it	impacts,
and	the	angle	of	impact.	Forensic	experts	rely	on	these	variables	to	determine	how	blood	behaves	under	specific	circumstances.	Angle	of	Impact	Blood	drops	striking	a	surface	at	different	angles	produce	stains	that	vary	in	shape.	A	drop	falling	at	a	perfect	90-degree	angle	creates	a	symmetrical	circle,	while	drops	hitting	at	sharper	angles	create
elliptical	shapes.	By	measuring	the	elongation	of	a	stain,	forensic	specialists	can	estimate	the	direction	from	which	it	came.	Velocity	and	Force	Blood	behaves	differently	depending	on	the	forces	applied	to	it.	Low-velocity	spatter,	such	as	from	a	dripping	wound,	will	create	large,	round	stains.	Meanwhile,	high-velocity	spatter,	resulting	from	gunshots
or	explosions,	creates	fine	mist-like	patterns.	Surface	Texture	The	type	of	surface	onto	which	blood	lands	plays	a	significant	role	in	the	final	stain’s	appearance.	Smooth	surfaces	produce	clean	edges,	while	rough	or	porous	materials	like	wood	or	fabric	lead	to	spines	and	satellite	stains	due	to	the	uneven	surface	area.	Forensic	investigators	use
advanced	software	and	tools	to	measure	these	variables	and	create	accurate	reconstructions	of	crime	scenes.	Key	Types	of	Blood	Spatter	Patterns	Each	bloodstain	pattern	tells	a	unique	story.	Forensic	specialists	classify	spatter	into	several	categories	for	better	interpretation.	Below	are	the	most	common	types:	These	stains	are	formed	when	gravity
alone	influences	the	blood,	such	as	when	an	injured	person	is	stationary.	Examples	include	pools	and	drips.	Passive	stains	can	indicate	the	absence	of	movement	during	an	event.	Transfer	or	Contact	Patterns	These	occur	when	a	wet	or	bloodied	object	comes	in	contact	with	another	surface.	For	instance,	a	bloody	hand	leaving	a	smear	on	a	wall	results
in	a	transfer	pattern.	Transferred	patterns	often	reveal	the	movement	or	direction	of	the	assailant	or	victim.	When	force	is	applied	to	blood,	it	creates	projected	stains.	These	include	arterial	spurts	(caused	by	blood	exiting	the	body	under	arterial	pressure)	or	cast-off	patterns	(caused	by	blood	flung	from	a	moving	object	like	a	weapon).	As	the	name
suggests,	these	stains	occur	when	blood	exits	due	to	forceful	impact.	Gunshots,	for	example,	produce	both	forward	spatter	(projected	outward)	and	backspatter	(traveling	back	toward	the	source	of	impact).	Sometimes,	bloodstains	form	around	an	object	or	body,	leaving	a	blank	area.	Void	patterns	help	forensic	analysts	infer	the	position	of	objects
during	the	crime	and	whether	they	were	moved	afterward.	What	Blood	Spatter	Reveals	About	a	Crime	Bloodstain	analysis	plays	a	pivotal	role	in	solving	cases.	Through	detailed	observation,	forensic	scientists	reveal	critical	details,	such	as:	Positioning	of	Individuals	The	direction,	size,	and	shape	of	bloodstains	provide	insights	into	the	positions	of
victims	and	perpetrators	during	the	event.	Sequence	of	Events	Spatter	patterns	can	establish	the	order	of	actions,	such	as	whether	a	victim	was	struck	before	or	after	they	fell	to	the	ground.	Type	of	Weapon	Used	The	nature	of	bloodstains	often	reveals	the	weapon’s	size,	weight,	and	type,	differentiating	between	blunt	or	sharp	objects.	Identification	of
Motion	Cast-off	stains	and	transfers	show	the	movement	of	individuals	during	the	crime,	providing	investigators	with	behavioral	clues.	Challenges	in	Blood	Spatter	Analysis	While	the	science	of	bloodstain	pattern	analysis	has	proven	useful,	it	is	not	without	its	challenges.	Some	issues	that	forensic	experts	and	crime	scene	analysts	face	include:
Environmental	Factors	Heat,	humidity,	and	airflow	affect	how	blood	dries	and	coagulates.	These	factors	can	alter	a	stain’s	appearance,	potentially	leading	to	misinterpretation.	Overlapping	Patterns	In	violent	incidents,	multiple	bloodstain	patterns	often	overlap,	making	it	difficult	to	isolate	individual	events.	Forensic	analysts	must	carefully
deconstruct	each	layer	to	avoid	errors.	Human	Error	Since	pattern	reconstruction	involves	subjective	interpretation	in	some	cases,	disparities	can	arise	among	forensic	specialists.	Limitations	of	Laboratory	Tests	While	technology	continues	to	improve,	laboratory	tests	for	blood	spatter	DNA	extraction	remain	complex	and	time-intensive.	Despite	these
challenges,	bloodstain	analysis	provides	critical	insights	for	forensic	investigators	working	on	cases	involving	violent	crimes.	Conclusion	Blood	spatter	analysis	combines	rigorous	scientific	principles	and	meticulous	observation	to	uncover	vital	evidence	at	crime	scenes.	Forensic	investigators,	forensic	analysts,	and	crime	scene	specialists	rely	on	this
tool	to	reconstruct	violent	events,	identify	individuals	involved,	and	provide	clarity	where	chaos	once	reigned.	As	technology	evolves,	blood	spatter	analysis	techniques	will	continue	to	refine	our	understanding	of	crime	scene	reconstruction.	Sources:	SWGMDI	Guidelines	on	Bloodstain	Pattern	Analysis	(2023).	Bevel,	T.,	&	Gardner,	R.	M.
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