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Page 2 1. Aalto, at Pyramid Lake Lodge The views of Pyramid Lake, with Pyramid Mountain framed perfectly behind it, are famous for a reason. This fine dining spot has an elevated patio that’s perfect for spotting tranquil canoes floating in the distance, and a lakeside-inspired menu that has a mountain-fresh take on seafood and spotlights regional
flavours. Open for breakfast and dinner, as well as an afternoon "grazing" menu. This casual eatery actually has two patios. Well-behaved dogs are welcome on the street-level front patio, while the newly renovated rooftop patio has unobstructed views of the mountains, plus its own bar. A protective awning and seven space heaters will keep you and
the crew comfortable. If the name didn’t give you a hint, pizzas are the star here (made in both wood burning and traditional ovens, with gluten free options) but the menu has tons of other options. The globally inspired, locally sourced menu and extensive cocktail options have helped to make this colourful spot a local favourite. Its new location at the
north-east entrance to town on Connaught Drive has a roomy and playful interior and a leafy patio. Sample local brews made with real local glacier water at the first brewery to open in a national park. The upscale pub fare pairs nicely with views of Signal Mountain in the distance, and outdoor heaters and patio awning make this an attractive choice
when the weather is sub-optimal. 5. Stone Peak Restaurant, at Overlander Mountain Lodge Overlooking Jasper's eastern mountain ranges, this large and beautiful patio comes with a wine list and farm-to-table menu that would make most city restaurants jealous. Voted Alberta’s Best Patio in Venture Magazine 6. Orso Trattoria, at Fairmont Jasper
Park Lodge Boasting Northern Italian cuisine with better views, this restaurant serves dinners and Sunday brunch. Their patio overlooks Lac Beauvert, and is located just beneath the Emerald Lounge 7. Emerald Lounge, at Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge Unwind with a light meal and tasty beverage on one of Jasper’s best patios. This expansive lounge is
located in the Fairmont’s main lodge and offers a selection of breakfast items, light fare, shareables, creative tapas and hand-crafted cocktails throughout the day. The elevated patio overlooks the outdoor pool and stunning Lac Beauvert and Whistlers Mountain beyond. 8. Thompson's Terrace, at Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge Golf Club Thompson's
Terrace at the Golf Clubhouse offers creative sandwiches, coffee and tea, cold beverages and snacks to satisfy your appetite before (or after) enjoying the famous Stanley Thompson designed golf course. The charming patio is located at the first tee. 9. Skyline Lounge, at Lobstick Lodge This hidden gem is available for private functions. It features a
stone fireplace, outdoor patio and gorgeous mountain views. 10. The Inn Grill, at The Jasper Inn & Suites This restaurant serves a variety of Canadian and International cuisine alongside a great selection of craft beers, fine wines, ciders and cocktails. During the summer months, enjoy dinner amidst the flowers and trees on the covered, heated garden
terrace. The pictures of this luxurious lounge area, which overlooks the Athabasca Glacier, speak for themselves. Downstairs, the patio outside the Columbia Icefield Discovery Centre offers truly unparalleled views of one of the world’s most amazing geological wonders. 12. Caribou Chalet, at Marmot Basin On sunny winter days, there are few places
to eat, drink and soak in some views than the patios at the upper and lower chalets at Marmot Basin Ski Resort. And after a few hours of ripping pow non-stop (thanks to virtually non-existent lift lines) you’ll be glad to take a seat 13. Terra, at The Crimson Inventive dishes incorporate regionally farmed and foraged fare at this chic restaurant. The laid-
back elegance extends to the patio with wood beams and flower-box accents along the borders. Restaurant open for breakfast and brunch, dinner, and a daily happy hour from 3:30pm to 5:30pm. Disclaimer: This page may contain affiliate links. Please review our full Terms and Conditions for more information and our Privacy Policy. Note that any
pricing, operating hours, or other such information provided below may have changed since initial publication. Compiled by the Road Trip Alberta team Last updated on January 25, 2025 We do enjoy Banff. But we desperately and truly love Jasper. Jasper possesses many similar amenities to Banff but on a smaller scale. And given that it is a bit
farther from everything - the distance from Edmonton to Jasper, and the closest international airport, is 365 km - it attracts those that are looking to get a little further off the beaten path and away from the crowds. It gets full in summer - don’t get us wrong - but it still feels like you can get a piece of it all to yourself. Jasper downtown in winter -
photo provided by Tourism Jasper It is a small town in the middle of Canada’s largest Rockies national park, after all. Alberta’s tallest mountain is nearby, as is the stunning Spirit Island in the middle of Maligne Lake. It is home to the world’s second-largest dark sky preserve and has 1,200 km of hiking trails. It is a beacon to all lovers of the outdoors.
This guide will show you what to do in Jasper and help you plan to fall in love with it as we have. (Or if you're looking for some quick info, we have a guide on how to spend 3 days in Jasper that will be helpful!) Jasper is located on Treaty 8 territory and is a traditional meeting ground and home for many Indigenous Peoples, including Stoney, Tsuu
T’ina, Secwépemc, Kelly Lake Metis Settlement Society, and Aseniwuche Winewak. Originally a trading post run by the Hudson’s Bay and North West Companies, Jasper has changed a lot over the years. The town actually got its name from the original manager of the post, Jasper Haws. Jasper National Park was officially established in 1907. With a
size of 2,774,500 acres, it became the largest park in the Rocky Mountains. It took 21 years after establishing the park for the Jasper-Edmonton highway to open. The Jasper townsite sits between the Yellowhead Highway and the Icefields Parkway. The Colin Range, Mount Edith Cavell and Pyramid Mountain are all staples of the skyline. The
community has a population of 5,200 people and is a model for being environmentally conscious. Jasper National Park itself protects the Columbia Icefield (a bucket-list stop on many lists!) and plenty of animals. There are no direct flights to Jasper - the closest airport is Edmonton International Airport (YEG), and Calgary International Airport (YYC) is
also a reasonable option if you would like to explore Banff National Park on your way to Jasper. Icefield Parkway - photo provided by Tourism Jasper credit Sarah Hatton You have several options to get to Jasper from either of those locations. You can either rent a car and drive, or use a bus or shuttle service, and there are even rideshare options. If
you choose either of the last two, you can also rent a car upon your arrival in Jasper to get you around the area. The most direct route would be to leave from Edmonton or Calgary, and we have outlined detailed options for both destinations in these posts: Edmonton to Jasper Calgary to Jasper Brief details, including for another originating city, are
also available below. No matter your starting point, you can expect to spend a good amount of time in the car to get yourself to Jasper. Take your own comfy four wheels, or we recommend booking via RentalCars.com, to select the cheapest rate or to book with whichever company you prefer. Jasper is 394km from the Edmonton International Airport
(which is just south of Edmonton in Nisku). The fastest route from Edmonton is on AB-2 N until you reach AB 16 which will take you straight to Jasper. This will take just over 4 hours to get to Jasper. Driving to Jasper Jasper is 413km northwest of Calgary, and the best driving option is via the Trans-Canada (Highway 1) going through Banff and along
the Icefields Parkway. This route takes just under 5 hours but the scenery cannot be beaten. As this route is mainly through the mountains, ensure that you have proper winter tires if driving in the winter months (they are mandatory) and allocate lots of time for potential traffic jams from either accidents or crossing wildlife. Please note that the
Icefields Parkway also often closes in winter due to heavy snowfall. Jasper is 288km from Banff, and just over a three-hour drive if you don’t make any stops. But trust us, you’ll want to make many stops! The Icefields Parkway is a very popular road trip and is touted as one of the most scenic in the world. Allow yourself enough time to make it and also
read up on our Banff to Jasper guide for more information about this trip. The drive from Vancouver to Jasper is just over 8 hours long, or 795km. It is an extremely scenic route and you’ll want to take your time - stopping in Kamloops can help you split up the drive! Luckily, there are a couple of options for travelling by train into Jasper National Park
via either Edmonton or Vancouver. A train trip from Edmonton to Jasper typically takes 6 hours and 29 minutes on VIA Rail Canada and this a direct route that runs every day. VIA Rail also has a run into Jasper if you are departing from Vancouver, although the trip duration is quite lengthy at 19 hours. A train through the Rocky Mountains - photo
provided by Tourism Jasper credit Ryan Bray Rocky Mountaineer also has a route from Vancouver to Jasper but it isn’t direct and focuses more on the tour aspect of the journey as opposed to the fastest time. Regardless they offer a one-way option that takes either 2 or 4 days. Getting to Jasper by bus is a great way to enjoy the scenery of the Rocky
Mountains and not have to worry about driving conditions. There are a few options for bus services to Jasper depending on your departure city: Sundog Tours can pick you up at the Calgary International Airport and bring you to Jasper via Banff and the Icefields Parkway. Alternatively, they can pick you up at the Edmonton International Airport and
bring you to Jasper via Highway 16. Although there is no direct option to bus from Vancouver to Jasper, you can take a Rider Express from Vancouver to Banff and then hop on a Sundog Tour bus to complete the journey to Jasper. Note that Jasper National Park requires a pass in order to enter. Effective January 1, 2024 daily fees are: Adult: $10.50
Senior: $9.00 Youth (up to 17 yo): FREE Family/group (up to 7 people): $21.00 Commercial group (per person): $9.00 The daily passes expire at 4 pm the following day. If you're looking to enter multiple times or staying longer, consider the Parks Canada Discovery Pass. It gives you unlimited admission for a year to all the national parks in Canada.
Discovery Pass fees are as follows: Adult: $72.25 Senior: $61.75 Family/group: $145.25 Canoeing on Maligne Lake - photo provided by Travel Alberta credit Roman Koenigshofer Take the guesswork out of planning your Alberta trip! We now offer two ways to help ease the burden of travel planning: We've developed ebook itineraries and travel guides
for hot Alberta destinations and for a variety of 7-day trips. For one low price, you'll get local travel advice that you WON'T find elsewhere! Want a custom trip tailored exactly to your needs? We are pleased to also offer a custom service for planning your Alberta vacation. Jasper is a small town that is mostly walkable. However, there are so many
things to do in the area that you will definitely want to employ other options to get around. Cycling: Whether it’s summer or winter, you can rent an e-bicycle from the Pedego Electric Bikes. The local shop rents skinny and fat tires for any season. Many of the hiking trails can be reached by walking or cycling, just make sure to add the time it takes to
get there when planning. A Jasper local Shuttles: If you are without wheels and you want to explore some of the bigger adventures, you’ll have to take a shuttle! The majority of shuttles in Jasper are run by tourism companies. These tours include knowledgeable guides that can make your experience more immersive. One company that does summer
and winter tours is the Jasper Adventure Centre. They do tours by bus, train and boat. Taxi: There are only two options for a taxi in Jasper - Caribou Cabs (780-931-2334), and Jasper Cabs (780-852-4555). There is no Uber or Lyft as of yet. Rent a car: If you arrived in Jasper via a shuttle or bus service and want to rent a car while you are there, there
are a few rental companies in Jasper to choose from: We recommend booking via RentalCars.com, to select the cheapest rate or to book with whichever company you prefer. There are plenty of things to do and sights to see in Jasper year-round. The busiest season tends to be June to mid-September (prices for accommodations are generally higher
too), but it is certainly worth it for the multitude of outdoor activities available. A slower season to visit is from mid-September to mid-October. Like Banff, traffic to Jasper tends to pick up again for the winter ski season (but not to the same level as summer visitors). Don’t let the weather scare you! Summer is the most pleasant time to visit, but the
weather can drastically change at any moment in Jasper National Park. During summer, temperatures can reach above 30 degrees Celsius but at night can dip below zero. In the winter months, temperatures average below zero and can drop as low as -45 degrees Celsius. Common sense is to be prepared and pack for every season. Luxury - If you are
going to splurge during your vacation to Jasper National Park, we highly recommend staying at the Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge. This luxurious hotel has tons of amenities such as 8 on-site restaurants, a spa, and an award-winning golf course while providing breathtaking lakefront views of Beauvert Lake. See reviews and check availability. Fairmont
Jasper Park Lodge - photo provided by Travel Alberta credit Tourism Jasper Mid-Range - Surrounded by mountain views and just a 14-minute walk from Athabasca River and a 30-minute drive from Jasper town center, relax in your own wood cabin at Jasper East Cabins! You get the amenities of a hotel room stay but with enough quiet and serenity
that it kind of feels like you are “roughing it”. See reviews and check availability. Budget - A good budget hotel option in Jasper is Tonquin Inn. This elegant, modern stay in the heart of Jasper features an indoor pool, two outdoor whirlpools, and three saunas—perfect for a refreshing, relaxing retreat after a day of exploring. See reviews and check
availability. Home away from home - There are plenty of Jasper Airbnb options but we like the looks of the popular Bears Den. This highly-rated spot is one of the better vacation rentals in Jasper, you’ll quickly fall in love with its excellent location, beautiful decor, and abundance of amenities. Camping - If you would rather experience the outdoors
and “become one with nature”, there are a plethora of options available for you to pitch a tent or park your trailer. For a full list of the best camping that Jasper has to offer, check out our guide to the the best Jasper camping spots. You may also find our guide to RV rentals in Alberta helpful! Whether you visit in winter or summer or somewhere in
between, the sights of the Canadian Rocky Mountains always deliver some magical moments. Here are our top things to see in Jasper National Park. Maligne Lake is the largest glacially-fed lake in the Canadian Rockies and is surrounded by stunning mountain views. Maligne Lake is located 47 kilometres (30 miles) outside of the Jasper townsite.
(Make a stop at Medicine Lake along the way as well for another landscape to marvel at.) You can take a 90-minute Maligne Lake boat tour (Temporarily Closed) on the lake where a knowledgeable guide talks about the history of the area, its geology, wildlife, weather, flora, and fauna. The cruise leads to the most photographed place in the Canadian
Rockies: Spirit Island. The view of the island framed by impressive peaks and glaciers is breathtaking and iconic and only available from the south end of Maligne Lake. To preserve the area in its natural state, walking onto the island is not permitted. A Maligne Lake cruise - photo provided by Tourism Jasper credit Pursuit Or consider taking this
highly-rated (and reasonably priced) 6-hour tour that includes the Maligne Lake boat cruise and other beauties in the area (including Medicine Lake and Maligne Canyon). It’s an easy way to see and explore many spots at once, complete with a knowledgeable guide leading the way. You’ll enjoy several short walks through the gorgeous scenery, and
once at Maligne Lake, you can choose between a boat ride to Spirit Island or a guided hike. We reference several guided excursions throughout this article, if you’d like to review them all at once, see our article on the best Jasper tours. The scenery around Medicine Lake should not be missed. When arriving at the lake there are walking paths to and
around the lake. Medicine Lake is famous for its “disappearing water”. In summer, the 7km lake looks like a normal alpine lake, but in winter it disappears looking like a mudflat with the water being drained into a cave system and emptying 16 km away. A scene at Medicine Lake - photo provided by Travel Alberta credit Canadian Photo Adventures
At the foot of Pyramid Mountain lies the majestic Pyramid Lake. It’s a short 15-minute drive from downtown Jasper and you will arrive at the Pyramid Lake lodge where there are plenty of things to do. The most popular activity is renting a canoe and getting out on the water. Canoe on Pyramid Lake - photo provided by Tourism Jasper credit Wild
Current Outfitters In addition to canoeing or kayaking on the lake, there are plenty of hiking trails nearby. Or you can just simply marvel at the sights and take walk out to Pyramid Lake island where you will be surrounded by the most beautiful mountain scenery. Being in such a picturesque destination in the heart of the Canadian Rocky Mountains,
the wildlife viewing in Jasper National Park is outstanding. Most wildlife (grizzly bears, moose, elk, cougars, mountain goats and more!) can be seen just by chance as you explore the area, however, to really see the park’s most iconic species we recommend going on a guided wildlife tour. Guided tours are a great way to gain local knowledge and
learn about the history of the area while looking for wildlife in the perfect spots. A grizzly bear roams in Alberta - photo provided by Travel Alberta credit Colleen Gara In 2011, Jasper was designated as one of the 17 Dark Sky Preserves in Canada by the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada. Because the light pollution is so limited in Jasper, the area
has ideal conditions for dark sky viewing. Further, because there is a town within the limits of the preserve, Jasper National Park is the largest accessible Dark Sky Preserve in Canada. Stars over Jasper - photo provided by Jeff Barlett Media @photojbartlett As the daylight hours begin to recede, October is the ideal time to celebrate the skies and so
the annual Jasper Dark Sky Festival was created. This festival has become Canada’s largest celebration of the night sky and regularly draws thousands of spectators to take in all of the night views and knowledge from the stacked list of guest speakers that have included NASA astronauts and Hollywood celebrities. Bonus: Make a trip to the
planetarium (which is open year-round) and visit with some local astronomy guides. Let the fresh glacial air hit your face as you ride tandem on a Harley-Davidson motorcycle through Jasper National Park. You’ll have unobstructed views and fresh mountain air while cruising by stunning scenery including snow-capped mountains, emerald green lakes,
and bright blue glaciers. At the heart of the breathtaking Icefields Parkway is one of the largest non-polar ice fields in the world: the Columbia Icefield. Explore the ancient Athabasca Glacier on an Ice Explorer - or even better, on foot (get into all of the glacier’s hidden nooks and crannies on a four-hour tour) before travelling to the Glacier Skywalk.
The nearby Columbia Icefield Skywalk is also unlike anything you have ever seen before. A 1-kilometre walkway provides the ultimate 360-degree views of giant glaciers perched above and a spectacular valley spreading out below. See waterfalls, wildlife, and even fossils on this experience which ultimately leads to a platform where glass is all that
separates you from a 280 m (918-foot) drop. Flowing from the glaciers of the Columbia Icefield, the Athabasca River drops 23 metres to where it is known as Athabasca Falls. Although the falls themselves are not very high compared to others in the Canadian Rockies, they are a definite sight to see while in Jasper National Park. Athabasca Falls -
photo provided by Travel Alberta credit Steve Alkok @stevealkok The size of the river makes these falls one of the most powerful in the Canadian mountain national parks (and one of the most stunning waterfalls in Alberta). Not too far from Athabasca falls, are the epic Sunwapta Falls. These falls are probably one of the most iconic waterfalls in the
Canadian Rockies. There are a few options to view the falls when you arrive. From the parking lot, there is a viewing platform nearby where you will have your first view of the upper falls. The majestic Sunwapta Falls - photo provided by Tourism Jasper Carrying on from the viewing platform there is a 3km out-and-back trail where you can view the
lower falls. Note that the lower falls are not as impressive as the upper falls, but are still beautiful to see. Always exercise caution here and stay behind the guard railing for safety. For those not in the know, it may come as a surprise that Jasper National Park is a year-round destination. There are a TONNE of Jasper attractions to partake in. Visitors
can enjoy horseback riding, kayaking, and, of course, hiking in the summer, while hitting the slopes, taking a sleigh ride, or visiting an ancient glacier in the winter. Here are some of our favourite things to do. Experience the best views in the national park with Canada’s highest and longest, guided aerial tramway. For the 7-minute journey in the
Jasper SkyTram, there is a local guide who will be available to point out things to see and answer any questions! You get off at the Upper Station on Whistlers Mountain at an elevation of 2,263 metres. Jasper Skytram- photo provided by Travel Alberta credit Tourism Jasper Here you can get a bite to eat at the Summit Restaurant or just plain marvel at
the views. If the skies are clear you might even be able to see Mt. Robson in neighbouring British Columbia. With the multitude of rivers and bodies of water found in Jasper National Park, getting out on the water in a kayak, raft, canoe, or paddleboard, is one of the most popular summer activities to do in the park. Take a serene canoe or SUP ride on
Lake Beauvert or get the adrenaline pumping while whitewater rafting on one of the many rivers. Kayaking Maligne Lake - photo provided by Tourism Jasper credit Ryan Bray There are some excellent tours available tailored to your skill and comfort level and how long a ride you want to experience. Both Class II and Class III rapids are available in
the area - with the former being found on the Athabasca River and the latter on the Sunwapta. This means there are options for (most) everyone to enjoy! White water rafting in Jasper - photo provided by Tourism Jasper The landscapes you will raft in will be well worth the heart-racing adventure and are not far from the town of Jasper. Check-in with
Jasper Rafting Adventures (Temporarily Closed) to plan for an epically good time on the water! Unlike Banff which has 3 beautiful hills to choose from, Jasper only has one: Marmot Basin. However, this resort offers 3,000 vertical feet of supreme powder that stretches across 1,720 acres of varied terrain. Marmot Basin is only 20 minutes from
downtown Jasper and is a favourite for skiers and snowboarders alike due to the relaxed and friendly atmosphere mixed with the superb variety of terrain framed by the beautiful scenery of the Rocky Mountains. Also, as beginner skiers ourselves, we personally can highly recommend this hill! Skiing at Marmot Basin - photo provided by Travel Alberta
credit Ryan Bray @braymationstudio For more information, including prices and current ski conditions, see our complete guide to skiing in Alberta. With water temperatures kept steady between 37 and 402C, the Miette Hot Springs are the hottest hot springs in the Canadian Rockies! Not only does the water put the ‘hot’ in Alberta hot springs, the
panoramic views while you relax, and the scenic drive through the wild Fiddle valley to get to and from there make this experience a must-do. Miette Hot Springs - photo provided by Travel Alberta Dog sledding may be a trope that you scoff at for its stereotypical Canadian iconography. That is until you try it. Magic appears when the dogs pull you
effortlessly over the snow, at the sound of their pants and yips, and with the frosty air nipping at your nose and cheeks. Dog sledding in Jasper National Park - photo via Tourism Jasper credit Parks Canada / Ryan Bray If you're going to do dog sledding anywhere, why not choose one of the most majestic sceneries to accompany you on your sled ride?
There are quite a few dog sledding adventures found in Jasper National Park to suit your comfort level. Tip: For a fully immersive experience try mixing your dog sledding adventure with a little bit of history of the Rocky Mountains and try the 4-5 hour Ghost of Cold Fire Creek Dog Sled Tour! On this tour, you follow a 100-year-old trap line up 1,000
vertical feet to see how trappers and prospectors once explore the vast mountain wilderness. One of the best ways to explore a new destination is just to take a hike. There are so many amazing hiking trails in Jasper that allow you to experience beautiful valleys, magnificent lakes, and pristine mountain scenery. A few of the more popular hikes
include Edith Cavell Meadows, Old Fort Point Trail, and the Valley of the Five Lakes. There are trails from short to long distances and for ALL skill levels. Be sure to check the trail and weather conditions prior to venturing out. Hiking in Jasper National Park - photo via Tourism Jasper It may come as a surprise that Canada’s #1 golf resort is found in
this small town in the mountains of Alberta, but one look at the smartly designed holes beautifully framed by dramatic mountain peaks, and fairways that carve through thick forest and you will see why. The award-winning course (the best of Alberta golf courses!) at the Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge Golf Club is a dream course that is one of the must-
play courses in Canada. Just a 10-minute drive north of the Jasper townsite is one of the most incredible ice walk adventures you will ever experience. Journey through the deepest canyon in the park and watch as adventurers climb vertical sheets of ice. Maligne is an adjective that means evil - also baleful, malevolent, and malicious - and upon
stepping into the haunting atmosphere of it is clear why the name has remained. Maligne Canyon Ice Walk - photo provided by Tourism Jasper credit Mike Seehagel The experience of exploring the depths keeps visitors coming back for more and has made this canyon one of Jasper’s most popular spots to visit during winter. Be sure to only undertake
such a walk with proper ice cleats for your own safety. If you're not much of a hiker, your time in Jasper is limited, or you’d prefer to stick close to town but you still want to get outdoors and enjoy the beauty of the area, check out the Discovery Trail. This 8.5-kilometre walk loops around the entire circumference of the town, taking you through both
developed and natural areas. Stop and enjoy the trees, views, and wildlife along the way, all the while knowing you’re never far from town (and perhaps a hot chocolate to warm up with!). This trail is also popular for runners, mountain bikers, and snowshoers, as it’s open all year round. There are plenty of good restaurants in Jasper. From fine dining
to casual pub fare, you will find something for every type of eater. Here are some of our favourites: If you're looking for a place to eat in Jasper that serves “wicked food” Evil Dave’s Grill is where it’s at! The menu is themed after everything wicked, evil and sinful, and for good reason - it is all obscenely delicious. The funky vibe of this restaurant is
unique and the “wicked food” is made with fresh ingredients topped with creative flare. Tip: try the top-selling bison and wild boar bacon meatloaf and finish with a Deadly Dessert. Evil Daves Grill - photo provided by Tourism Jasper credit Celina Frisson Offering some of the best coffee in Jasper in a beautiful space with some seriously good vibes,
Sunhouse Cafe is the top-rated cafe in Jasper and a favourite breakfast spot for locals and tourists alike. Opened in 2005, Jasper Brewing Company has the designation of Canada’s first National Park Brewery! Pairing delicious brews with elevated pub fare, Jasper Brewing Company has six signature beers brewed on-site and each brew is finished with
the same ingredient: pure, natural mountain water sourced from the great Canadian Rockies. Jasper Brewing Co - photo credit Travel Alberta credit Mike Seehagel With all of the delicious offerings found in Jasper, the best way to sample a bit of everything is to do a food tour! Jasper Food Tours provides a 3-hour guided walking tour that samples
fares from 5 surprise restaurants. Not knowing where you will be sampling from is part of the adventure and guarantees that you can do this tour more than once! Need some more suggestions? Check out our guide to the best Jasper restaurants, and our advice on where to go for an excellent breakfast in Jasper. The town of Hinton is known as the
“Gateway to the Rockies”, and has a must-see 3km ‘Beaver Boardwalk” around Maxwell Lake. It is the world’s largest freshwater boardwalk and a great way to see beavers! Just 30km down Highway 93, you’ll find the beautiful Horseshoe Lake. The region has a small trail network full of bridges, views, and clear water. The lake is one of the deepest in
Jasper and is known for scuba diving, swimming, and fishing. Looking for a cool bite to eat outside of Jasper? Check out the Folding Mountain Brewery! This great local place is just 10min West of Hinton at the edge of Jasper National Park. Enjoy some quality Alberta craft beer while admiring the Rocky Mountains. The kitchen has tasty gluten-free
and vegetarian options so everyone can find something to love! Explore some of the best of the province of Alberta by driving along the Icefields Parkway! It is self-driveable, but there are also tour buses that can take you through the parkway if you just want to enjoy the views. Check out our full guide to road-tripping from Banff to Jasper for more
information. The Icefields Parkway - photo provided by Travel Alberta credit Roman Koenigshofer @rawmeyn Don’t Forget! Visiting other spots in Alberta? Check out our extensive guide for all the things to do while visiting Edmonton, Banff, or Calgary! ALSO, don’t forget that while you’'re on the road, you can download our FREE Road Trip Alberta
bingo cards, to make it just that much more fun! Jasper is the largest national park in the Canadian Rockies and embodies the essence of an untouched alpine wilderness that is often hard to find. The park is over 11,000 square kilometers and has some of the most stunning lakes, canyons, waterfalls, and hikes in all of Canada. We try to visit Jasper
every year to uncover everything it has to offer, though truthfully, we would need a whole lifetime to explore! If it were my first time visiting Jasper, this would be the exact Jasper itinerary I would follow to make the most of my time there. I've put together activities that stack together nicely so that no time is wasted, and I've included a few of my
favorite places to eat and stay! How Many Days Are Enough for Jasper? Each time we visit Jasper, we stay anywhere between three and five days. Three days is adequate time to stay, although many visitors just stay one night and try to see what they can. It’s up to you and your schedule to determine how long you can spare in Jasper. We recommend
staying at least two nights and three days. This itinerary will focus on three full days in Jasper with a focus on summer travel. If you are combining Banff and Jasper, which most people do, we’ve put together an example Banff + Jasper itinerary. If you only have one night, here’s how we would spend one day in Jasper. The Icefields Parkway Driving the
Icefields Parkway If you're traveling from Banff, you'll drive from Banff to Jasper along the famed Icefields Parkway. Hailed as one of the most beautiful drives in the world, you’ll want to spend a full day on the Parkway alone - trust me! There are sights along the Icefields Parkway, like Athabasca Falls and Sunwapta Falls that I have not included in
this Jasper itinerary, as we think it’s best to see them when you are already driving the Icefields Parkway. You can see all the best stops along the Icefields Parkway here. Jasper Itinerary - Day 1 Arrive in Jasper Whether you have arrived from Banff, Calgary, or Edmonton, the most important thing is that you made it to beautiful Jasper. The first thing
we recommend is getting acquainted with the town. If you’ve already visited Banff, you’ll likely notice that the town has a much more laid-back, less touristy, and less commercial vibe. There’s no grand Main Street that looks up to a goliath mountain like in Banff; however, in Jasper, you get a much more down-to-earth community small Alberta
mountain town feel, so do your best to soak it all up! One of the best things to do in Downtown Jasper is visit the historic Train Station. It has plenty of history inside, with some interesting photos from the early days in Jasper. The Canadian National Railway constructed the station in 1926 and declared it a heritage railway station in 1992. Two
Brothers Totem Pole Just outside the station is the Two Brothers Totem Pole, which replaced the famous Raven Totem Pole in 2011 and tells the story of the two brothers historically. You can’t miss these landmarks, and both are quick sites to see in town. If it’s early in the morning, pop into Bear’s Paw Bakery for a baked treat and coffee before
moving on to your daily adventures. Head to the Jasper Skytram Built in 1964, the Jasper Skytram is Canada’s highest and longest tram. With a starting elevation of over 4,000 feet, the 10-minute trip to the top in the enclosed gondola will take you to over 7,500 feet, where you’ll be surrounded by magnificent views of the largely undisturbed
Canadian Rockies, the town of Jasper, and the Athabasca River below. During the 10-minute ride up, your tram conductor will point out landmarks and tell you all about the area’s geology, history, and wildlife, helping you forget that you are sardined in with 20 other people! Don’t worry—the tight squeeze is more than worth it, as you’ll see when you
get to the top. The Jasper SkyTram is open from March to October and is a great way to get acquainted with the area from up above! Walk to Whistler’s Peak The hike to Whistler’s Peak From the top of the Skytram, you can simply enjoy the views and restaurant, but you can also hike up the path to Whistler’s Mountain, one of Alberta’s best hikes. If
you walked from the valley floor, the hike up Whistlers Summit would be a long, grueling day, but in this case, the Jasper Skytram assists you most of the way. After unloading, another 20-30-minute walk will get you to the summit. It's an easy and well-designated path that almost every able-bodied visitor can hike, and it’s well worth planning for and
incorporating this into your Jasper itinerary. On a clear day, you can even see Mount Robson, the highest mountain in the Canadian Rockies! Late Lunch Downtown The whole Jasper Skytram experience takes about 2-3 hours to complete. After your time up in the sky, you’ll likely be hungry. Head back to town for a delicious lunch downtown. Many
restaurants are still rebuilding after the Jasper wildfires, but we always love the food at Lostlands Cafe and Fiddle River! Stand Up Paddleboard/Canoe at Lac Beauvert After lunch, head to one of the most beautiful lakes in Jasper. Edith, Annette, and Beauvert Lakes are all very close together, and you can easily enjoy all three in one day. My absolute
favorite lake in Jasper is Lake Beauvert, which has some of the most transparent water I've ever seen and is insanely blue. If you have your own, I highly recommend bringing your canoe, kayak, or stand-up paddleboard to Jasper! If you don’t have a watercraft, you can rent one at Lake Beauvert or from Lake Edith. Head to Pyramid Lake for Sunset
We hope you are not laked-out yet (though you’re in the Rockies, you must get used to beautiful lakes every 10 minutes). After paddleboarding on Lac Beauvert, drive up to Pyramid Lake, which is about a 10-minute drive outside town. Here, you can simply enjoy the views or rent a canoe, kayak, or stand-up paddleboard and get out on the water. We
find Pyramid Lake warmer than the other alpine lakes in the area, so if you've wanted to jump into the water, now is your chance! Walk to Pyramid Island While you're at Pyramid Lake, you cannot miss Pyramid Island. This small island has a bridge connecting visitors from the mainland. Our top tip is to try to catch it at sunrise or sunset for a wicked
view. Dinner Reservations at Aalto While at Pyramid Lake, you will likely notice a beautiful wooden building. This is Pyramid Lake Lodge, and although it’s a hotel and one of the best places to stay in Jasper, there is also a fantastic restaurant here called Aalto. In the summertime, you’ll need to make reservations here, and you’ll be happy you did.
Enjoy cocktails and a meal here while watching the sun set over Pyramid Lake. End the Night at the Jasper Planetarium ©]Jeff Bartlett Due to its remoteness and overall lack of development, Jasper boasts impressive views of the stars, galaxies, and constellations, which are often tricky to see in more urban areas. If you're an amateur stargazer or just
prefer comfortable reclining seats to craning your neck or lying on the cold ground, the Jasper Planetarium is a great way to end your day in the park. The planetarium’s trained guides will lead you on a virtual galaxy tour and explain a few of the mysteries of modern science, like seeing the northern lights in Alberta (note that it’s not likely you'll see
them in the summer in Jasper). The Planetarium also houses one of the largest telescopes in North America. After the planetarium show, you’ll get to peer through its massive lenses and gaze into impossibly distant worlds. You can book a Planetarium and Telescope combination tour here. Day 2 Drive Maligne Lake Road Get in the car and get ready
to tackle the most beautiful drive in Jasper. Maligne Lake Road is a scenic 46-kilometer drive that starts near the Town of Jasper and ends right at Maligne Lake. Along the way, you’ll stop at some of the most beautiful sights in the park. You’ll want to allocate at least 6 hours for this entire drive with all the stops, but honestly, you could spend the
whole day on this road. You didn’t plan on resting much in Jasper, did you? Stop at Maligne Canyon **Maligne Canyon was heavily impacted by the Jasper wildfires, and is currently CLOSED until further notice. Maligne Canyon is the first major site you’ll come across. Carved slowly out of limestone over the years by the rushing waters within, the
deep canyon walls reach nearly 200 feet in places, making it one of the most dramatic sights in Jasper National Park. The canyon area is a hot hiking spot when the ice thaws in late spring and summer due to its natural beauty and the sheer number of amazing and unique geological features you’ll find. Guided tours are available, but you can also
easily visit and hike around Maligne Canyon. We recommend “carving out” at least one hour to stop at Maligne Canyon. Continue to Medicine Lake Medicine Lake Medicine Lake is a fantastic sight in Jasper and is your next major stop along Maligne Lake Road. It’s an easy pull-off stop where you can enjoy the views for 10 to 15 minutes. Though
technically part of the Maligne River, it looks like a lake to the untrained eye, especially when it swells with water from the big thaw, which occurs in late spring and summer. Fun fact - Medicine Lake is actually called the “disappearing lake” amongst Jasper locals as the water drains out through sinkholes at the bottom, travels through a cave system,
and resurfaces downstream in the winter. We couldn’t believe it when we visited in the winter and saw it either, but it’s truly a unique phenomenon. Continue to Maligne Lake After Medicine Lake, continue driving, and keep your eyes open for wildlife. This area is teeming with it. Every time we travel Maligne Lake Road, we see moose, bears, and
sheep. Eventually, you’ll come to a dead end, which is Maligne Lake. Maligne Lake is a premier destination in Jasper and is renowned worldwide for its scenic natural beauty. It’s the largest natural lake in the Canadian Rockies and a must for any visitor to Jasper National Park. The lake’s grandeur, as countless glaciers run off into the lake below from
the Hall of Gods, is beyond compare. On a sunny day, the waters of Maligne Lake sparkle a dazzling cerulean blue. You can enjoy the lake from the lakeshore, but you need to book a cruise to Spirit Island to see the area in all its splendor. Book a Cruise to Spirit Island The Maligne Lake Cruise is something nearly every visitor has on their Jasper
bucket list. It’s one of the most popular things to do in the Rockies, so booking in advance is imperative. The classic cruise lasts 1.5 hours and will take you to Spirit Island, where you can get out on the shore and enjoy the famous view for 15 minutes. Along the way, a knowledgeable guide will share information about the area’s past, including its
importance to the Stoney Nakoda people, all while you take in the glacial views. If you think you’ll want more time at Spirit Island, make sure to book the Premium Cruise, which costs about $30 more and gives you an extra 15 minutes at the Spirit Island viewpoint. Have Lunch on Maligne Lake After the cruise, you're likely going to be hungry.
Thankfully, there are a few restaurants right on the shores of Maligne Lake. The Lake House Café has both grab-and-go food and hot food service. There’s also the Waffle Hut, which is self-explanatory for the type of food they serve, and The View Restaurant, a sit-down experience. These dining options only operate from June to October, so it’s best to
pack your own food if you’'re visiting in the winter. Optional Canoe on Maligne Lake If you want to spend even more time in this beautiful setting, there’s a boathouse at Maligne Lake. Here, you can rent a canoe or kayak and get out on the water yourself! Spot Wildlife on your Drive Back to Jasper Spotting Moose on Maligne Lake Rd in the shoulder
season Once you’ve finished at Maligne Lake, it’s time to head back to the Town of Jasper. Take it easy and enjoy the beautiful road trip slowly. Again, keep your eye out for wildlife, which is most active early in the morning and evening before dark. Downtime at Your Hotel Drinks at the Jasper Park Lodge You've had a long day, and it’s not quite over.
It’s time to relax at your hotel so you don’t burn yourself completely out. We highly recommend staying at the Jasper Park Lodge if you have the budget for it. It’s easily the best place to stay in Jasper and sits right along Lac Beauvert. There are plenty of places to relax here, and their patio is the best place to have a cocktail overlooking Mount Edith
Cavell. Dinner at Jasper Brewing The Halloumi Bowl is delicious! Hands down, our favorite place to eat when in Jasper is the Jasper Brewing Company. Jasper Brewing Company was the first National Park Brewery in Canada. It opened in 2005, and after that, they were even responsible for opening Banff Ave Brewing in Downtown Banff. Its three
founders were born and raised by Jasper locals and created the space as a great community hub. Their beers are delicious, but I love their food and the overall laid-back vibe of the place. Everything here has been delicious. I highly recommend trying their Halloumi Bowl. Day 3 Whitewater Raft the Athabasca River © Tourism Jasper You might guess
what I'm going to say - wake up early - you have another fun-filled day in Jasper! If you want to get your heart pumping, one of the best things you can do in Jasper in the summer is hop on a raft and enjoy a thrilling excursion on the Athabasca River. These guided multi-rapid run tours seat 8 people and are perfect for all visitors. When we rafted the
Athabasca, young and old were on our raft. Book a Jasper Food Tour for Lunch On the E Bike and Bite Tour Now is your time to do a tour if you haven’t explored much of Jasper’s food scene. You could tackle them all independently, but I recommend joining Estelle with Jasper Food Tours instead. You’ll have a much more local experience, complete
with a walking history tour of Jasper. I love doing food tours, as you can sample many different restaurants in just a few short hours instead of having dinner at just one. The samplings with Jasper Food Tours are all paired with beer, wine, or a cocktail to make it even more fun. Come hungry—there is a lot of food on this one. If you want a more active
experience that allows you to burn off the calories you consume, you must book an e-bike and bite safari tour, also run by Estelle. Along this route, you’ll bike to all the beautiful destinations you’ll be dining at. Get Out on a Hike The days are long in the summer, meaning after all the previous suggestions, you still have plenty of time to enjoy a hike in
Jasper. Two very famous hikes in the area are relatively easy and can be accomplished in just a few hours. Valley of the Five Lakes **Some of these hikes were heavily impacted by the Jasper wildfires, and may not be accessible during your visit. Stay up to date on Parks Canada. The Valley of Five Lakes is a classic Jasper hike that’s the most popular
in the park. It takes visitors to FIVE stunning Jasper lakes. The trail is pretty flat, well-developed, and easy to follow, so it’s easy for everyone to enjoy the lakes and their varying colors of blue and green. It’s a great trail for those who visit the park but don’t want the challenge of climbing a mountain or steep pass. You’ll be hard-pressed to find many
trails that cover the distance and don’t require large amounts of elevation gain. Since it’s a busy and easy trail, we recommend ending your day with this hike to avoid huge crowds. We suggest allocating 2-3 hours for this hike. Keep your eyes open for the famous Parks Canada red Adirondack chairs overlooking one of the lakes! Edith Cavell Meadows
Edith Cavell Meadows is the most raved-about hike in Jasper. It offers hikers alpine meadows, glacial lakes, a huge hanging glacier, sweeping views, and the towering Mount Edith Cavell. The hike starts with a paved trail called the Path of the Glacier, which brings hikers to a viewpoint of the Cavell Pond and a view of the Cavell Glacier. All while the
north face of Mount Edith Cavell towers over the trail. After the first lookout point, the trail continues through the forest and into the meadows. The views of the Angel Glacier, a hanging glacier, are striking as you climb. Bald Hills Hike Bald Hills offers tremendous views in the Maligne Lake area. The trail operates as two large loops. Upon the first
fork, it’s best to go clockwise or to the right up the fire road, as it is less steep. After you gain the ridge and the views really start to open up. And you’ll want to take plenty of Queen Victoria Mountain Range photos. Follow this loop counterclockwise for an easier time. For the best hike, make the whole trail in Figure 8. Move along the rocky, craggy
hilltop for sweeping panoramic views of Maligne Lake. Catch From Jasper With Love Once you’'ve had all your outdoor adventure fun for the day, we have the perfect evening suggestion for you. Head to the Lobstick Lodge to enjoy the theatre for something to do at night. Joost and Pieter are two enthusiastic Jasper locals who put on this entire show
nearly every night, and they have a very fun story to share. Crafted from the ground up and infused with playful wit, “From Jasper, With Love” stands apart from conventional theatrical productions. Instead of adhering to a traditional linear narrative, the play takes the form of a collection of sketches featuring an ever-changing ensemble of endearing
and comical characters, including our favorite, Eddie the Elk! The flagship performance, ‘From Jasper with Love,’ is designed for visitors and residents, is one hour long, and runs during summer. You can book your tickets here! Where We Recommend Staying in Jasper As mentioned, we highly recommend booking the Jasper Park Lodge if your budget
allows. Be forewarned, it’s the most expensive place to stay in Jasper, but we don’t think you'll regret it! Our other favorite places to stay are Pyramid Lake Lodge, which sits right on Pyramid Lake, and we also love the Forest Park Hotel close to Downtown Jasper. If you are looking for a cabin experience, Patricia Lake Bungalows has some of the best
lakeside cabins in Jasper. You'll Likely Want a Rental Car Driving in Jasper As you can probably tell, this is a pretty extensive, jam-packed Jasper itinerary. To get to all these places mentioned, you’re going to want your own set of wheels. Jasper now has public transportation in the summer, but it may limit your schedule, and you may find it hard to do
all these things on a schedule without a vehicle. We recommend picking up a rental car in either Calgary or Edmonton. If you don’t have a rental car, a few tours offer pick-up and drop-off services from Downtown Jasper. If you don’t have a rental car, you will definitely want to base yourself in Downtown Jasper. We recommend checking Expedia to
compare rental car prices. Tips for Visiting Jasper Patricia Lake You Need a Parks Pass: Jasper is a national park, you’ll need a Parks Canada pass to visit. This is the same pass you need to visit Banff. You’ll Want Bear Spray for Hiking: Jasper has more bears than Banff. If you are doing any hiking it’s recommended to always carry bear spray. Prepare
to Pay for Parking: It’s not free to park in Downtown Jasper anymore and paid parking is in effect from May 1 until October 31. If you're staying in Downtown Jasper it’s best to leave the car parked and walk around town. Parking isn’t cheap either, expect to pay $4.50 per hour for on-street parking, and $2.50 to $3.50 per hour for off-street parking.
Jasper is Expensive: It’s pretty apparent that Banff is expensive, and sometimes we find Jasper even more expensive. A smaller town that doesn’t have quite as much tourism dollars flowing in means fewer hotels. There are also strict laws around Airbnbs in Jasper. Fewer accommodation options and high demand in the summer means even basic hotel
rooms can go for $400+ a night. Book in advance to help save on costs. This itinerary focuses on summer travel. Activities like the Maligne Lake Cruise, white water raft tours, and theatre show all ramp up in the summer months. Though outside of paid attractions mentioned, many of these sights are accessible year-round. If you are visiting in the
winter, you can see our Jasper winter guide. Keep in mind. Jasper tragically suffered from extensive wildfire damage in July 2024 and the community is still rebuilding. They are open and welcoming visitors to the town! This article has been updated to reflect what is open and accessible. Still in debate between spending time in Banff or Jasper? We
have an entire article as it gets asked often! We now have an interactive map! With over 350 stops and pre built itineraries around the Canadian Rockies, our personal map and guide is your one stop shop to an epic trip here. Recommended Experiences: There are many things to do in the Rockies, but our top recommendation is the Banff Gondola - a
must do experience! Want to get up close and personal with a glacier? We cannot recommend this Icewalks tour enough! See more of our recommendations. Planning your visit to Moraine Lake and don’t want to deal with the Parks shuttles? We recommend using Moraine Lake Bus Company, Fairview Limo (leaves from Lake Louise Village) or booking
with ViaVia (these leave from Banff/Canmore). Hotels in the Rockies: There are many places to stay, from luxury hotels to wilderness cabins. See all our favorites here. Get Around: We suggest renting a car to get around. You can search for rental cars on Discover Car. For a campervan trip, you can check prices and compare on Outdoorsy. Don't
forget the Guide Along Audio App for driving the Icefields Parkway (Use our link for 25% off!) We can help you plan your 2025 trip to Western Canada! If you're feeling overwhelmed by planning we can assist! We’ll hop on a 1 on 1 phone call, and PERSONALLY go over your itinerary, and will save you previous time and money with our personal
recommendations. Calls are followed up with detailed trip notes afterward that I write myself. See our services here. This article is about the mineral. For other uses, see Jasper (disambiguation)."Jaspis" redirects here. For the genus of sea sponges, see Ancorinidae. Chalcedony variety colored by iron oxide JasperJasper outcrop, Bucegi Mountains,
RomaniaGeneralCategoryAggregate rock (impure chalcedony variety)FormulaSiO2 (with varying impurities)Crystal systemHexagonalldentificationColourMost commonly red, but may be yellow, brown, green or (rarely) blueCrystal habitMassiveCleavagelndiscernibleFractureConchoidalMohs scale hardness6.5-
7LusterVitreousDiaphaneityOpaqueSpecific gravity2.5-2.9Refractive index1.54-2.65Birefringence0.009 Jasper, an aggregate of microgranular quartz and/or cryptocrystalline chalcedony and other mineral phases,[1][2] is an opaque,[3] impure variety of silica, usually red, yellow, brown or green in color; and rarely blue. The common red color is due
to iron(III) inclusions. Jasper breaks with a smooth surface and is used for ornamentation or as a gemstone. It can be highly polished and is used for items such as vases, seals, and snuff boxes. The density of jasper is typically 2.5 to 2.9 g/cm3.[4] Jaspillite is a banded-iron-formation rock that often has distinctive bands of jasper. Movable Egyptian ring
in green jasper and gold, from 664 to 322 BC or later (Late Period),[5] the Walters Art Museum Amulet of scarlet jasper, provenance unknown, Royal Pump Room, Harrogate Low-relief sphinx pendant, red jasper, pearl and enamel, French, circa 1870 The name means "spotted or speckled stone," and is derived via Old French jaspre (variant of Anglo-
Norman jaspe) and Latin iaspidem (nom. iaspis) from Greek {aomg iaspis (feminine noun),[6] from an Afroasiatic language (cf. Hebrew now yashpeh, Akkadian yashupu).[7] This Semitic etymology is believed to be unrelated to that of the English given name Jasper, which is of Persian origin,[8][a] though the Persian word for the mineral jasper is also
yashum (ex3). Green jasper was used to make bow drills in Mehrgarh between 4th and 5th millennium BC.[9] Jasper is known to have been a favorite gem in the ancient world; its name can be traced back in Arabic, Persian, Hebrew, Assyrian, Greek and Latin.[10] On Minoan Crete, jasper was carved to produce seals circa 1800 BC, as evidenced by
archaeological recoveries at the palace of Knossos.[11] Although the term jasper is now restricted to opaque quartz, the ancient iaspis was a stone of considerable translucency including nephrite.[2] The jasper of antiquity was in many cases distinctly green, for it is often compared to emerald and other green objects. Jasper is referred to in the
Nibelungenlied as being clear and green. The jasper of the ancients probably included stones which would now be classed as chalcedony, and the emerald-like jasper may have been akin to the modern chrysoprase. The Hebrew word may have designated a green jasper.[12] Flinders Petrie suggested that the odem - the first stone on the High Priest's
breastplate - was a red jasper, whilst tarshish, the tenth stone, may have been a yellow jasper.[13] Male torso carved from red jasper, Bronze Age, Harappa, Indus Valley civilisation, Pakistan Jewel-set vase carved from red-and-yellow jasper. Probable provenance: German, early 17th century, Waddesdon Bequest, British Museum Goat-headed basket
carved from red jasper. Russian, late 19th century, Kremlin Armoury Jasper is an opaque rock of virtually any colour stemming from the mineral content of the original sediments or ash. Patterns arise during the consolidation process forming flow and depositional patterns in the original silica-rich sediment or volcanic ash. Hydrothermal circulation is



generally thought to be required in the formation of jasper.[14] Jasper can be modified by the diffusion of minerals along discontinuities providing the appearance of vegetative growth, i.e., dendritic. The original materials are often fractured and/or distorted, after deposition, into diverse patterns, which are later filled in with other colorful minerals.
Weathering, with time, will create intensely colored superficial rinds. The classification and naming of jasper varieties presents a challenge.[15] Terms attributed to various well-defined materials includes the geographic locality where it is found, sometimes quite restricted such as "Bruneau" (a canyon) and "Lahontan" (a lake), rivers and even
individual mountains; many are fanciful, such as "forest fire" or "rainbow", while others are descriptive, such as "autumn" or "porcelain". A few are designated by the place of origin such as a brown Egyptian or red African. Jasper is the main component in the silica-rich parts of banded iron formations (BIFs) which indicate low, but present, amounts of
dissolved oxygen in the water such as during the Great Oxidation Event or snowball earths.[16] The red bands are microcrystalline red chert, also called jasper. Earrings of polished "leopard-spot jasper" (actually a type of spherulitic rhyolite) Picture jaspers exhibit combinations of patterns resulting in what appear to be scenes or images, when seen
on a cut section. Such patterns include banding from flow or depositional patterns (from water or wind), as well as dendritic or color variations. Diffusion from a center produces a distinctive orbicular appearance, i.e., leopard skin jasper or linear banding from a fracture as seen in liesegang jasper. Healed, fragmented rock produces brecciated
(broken) jasper. While these "picture jaspers" can be found all over the world, specific colors or patterns are unique to the geographic region from which they originate. One source of the stone is Indonesia, especially in Purbalingga district. From the US, Oregon's Biggs jasper and Idaho's Bruneau jasper from the Bruneau River canyon are
particularly fine examples. Other examples can be seen at Ynys Llanddwyn in Wales.[17] A blue-green jasper occurs in a deposit at Ettutkan Mountain, Staryi Sibay, Bashkortostan, Russia. (The town of Sibay, in the far south of the Ural Mountains, near the border with Kazakhstan, is noted for its colossal, open-cast copper mine.)[18] Basanite is a
deep velvety-black variety of amorphous quartz, of a slightly tougher and finer grain than jasper, and less splintery than hornstone. It was the Lydian stone or touchstone of the ancients. It is mentioned and its use described in the writings of Bacchylides about 450 BC, and was also described by Theophrastus in his book On Stones (Ancient Greek title:
ITepl AlBwv: Peri Lithon), a century later. It is evident that the touchstone that Pliny had in mind when he wrote about it was merely a dense variety of basalt.[19] Basanite (not to be confused with bassanite), Lydian stone, and radiolarite (a.k.a. lydite or flinty slate) are terms used to refer to several types of black, jasper-like rock (also including tuffs,
cherts and siltstones)[20] which are dense, fine-grained and flinty / cherty in texture and found in a number of localities. The "Lydian Stone" known to the Ancient Greeks is named for the ancient kingdom of Lydia in what is now western Turkey. A similar rock type occurs in New England. Such rock types have long been used for the making of
touchstones to test the purity of precious metal alloys, because they are hard enough to scratch such metals, which, if drawn (scraped) across them, show to advantage their metallic streaks of various (diagnostic) colours, against the dark background. There are, confusingly, not one but two rocks called basanite, one being a black form of jasper and
the other a black volcanic rock closely akin to basalt. Add to this the fact that many different rock types - having in common the colour black and a fine texture - have, over the ages, been pressed into service as touchstones and it will be seen that there is ample scope for confusion in this petrology- and mineralogy-related field of study.[21] Varieties
Red jasper rough, Cave Creek, Arizona Dull red jasper veined with white quartz, rough, provenance: uncertain - possibly Crimea or Kyrgyzstan Brecciated red jasper tumbled smooth, 1 in (2.5 cm) Red-green-and-yellow jasper cabochon, Cherry Creek, China Brecciated yellow-and-green jasper, cut and polished, Kara Dag, Crimea Brecciated yellow
jasper, cut and oiled Green-yellow-and-orange polished jasper boulder, Tropical Parc, musée des mineraux, Saint-Jacut-les-Pins, Brittany Green-and-red jasper pebble with areas of grey, translucent chalcedony, Aomori Prefecture, Shichiri Nagahama, Japan Cabochon of Tabu Tabu jasper (brecciated, with angular clasts cemented by grey chalcedony)
South Africa Jasper variety bloodstone, provenance doubtful, possibly Deccan Traps India Multi-coloured, banded jasper rough, Montjuic, Barcelona Kaleidoscope jasper rough, Oregon Poppy jasper (an orbicular jasper from Morgan Hill, California), rough Poppy jasper: small, polished slabs, Morgan Hill, California Orbicular "ocean jasper" (not,
strictly, a jasper, but a highly silicified rhyolite or tuff) Analalava District Madagascar, polished slab Orbicular "ocean jasper"”, 5 cm (2.0 in), Analalava District, Madagascar Bruneau jasper, Idaho (this jasper occurs within thundereggs), A. E. Seaman Mineral Museum "Mookaite" (a radiolarian chert from the Windalia Radiolarite Formation, Western
Australia), rough Biggs jasper, Oregon "Dalmatian jasper" - not a jasper at all but a form of the igneous rock perthite. The black spots are composed of the rare amphibole arfvedsonite (and not, as often claimed, of tourmaline). Polished pebble. ™ "Jasper: The usual English form of the name assigned in Christian folklore to one of the three magi or
'wise men', who brought gifts to the infant Christ at his birth (Matthew 2:1). The name [Jasper] does not appear in the Bible, and is first found in medieval tradition. It seems to be ultimately of Persian origin, from a word meaning 'treasurer'. There is probably no connection with the English vocabulary word jasper denoting a gemstone, which is of
Semitic origin." — Hanks, Hardcastle, & Hodges (2006)[8] ™ "Chalcedony". Gemstones. USGS.gov. Commodity minerals. U.S. Geological Survey. ™ a b Kostov, R.I. (2010). Review on the mineralogical systematics of jasper and related rocks (PDF). Archaeometry Workshop. Vol. 7. pp. 209-213. ~ "Jasper". Mindat.org. ©~ Dietrich, R.V. (23 May 2005).
"Jasper". cst.cmich.edu. GemRocks. Central Michigan University. Archived from the original on 9 March 2012. Retrieved 16 October 2006. ~ "Finger ring with a representation of Ptah". The Walters Art Museum. ~ "iaspis". Lexicon. Blue Letter Bible. Strong's G2393. Archived from the original on 22 May 2016. ™ "Jasper". etymonline.com. ~ a b
Hanks, Patrick; Hardcastle, Kate; Hodges, Flavia (2006). A Dictionary of First Names (2 ed.). Oxford University Press. p. 138. ISBN 978-0198610601. ™ Kulke, Hermann; Rothermund, Dietmar (2004). A History of India. Routledge. p. 22. ISBN 0-415-32920-5. ™ "Jasper". Gem by Gem. International Colored Gemstone Association. ~ Hogan, C. Michael
(14 April 2008). "Knossos fieldnotes". The Modern Antiquarian. ©~ a b One or more of the preceding sentences incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Rudler, Frederick William (1911). "Jasper". In Chisholm, Hugh (ed.). Encyclopeedia Britannica (11th ed.). Cambridge University Press. ~ Hastings's Dict. Bible. 1902, cited in
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Canada and commercial accommodations. Weddings, meetings, group campground, and event rentals. Free admission and discounted camping fees, program fees, and more. Information on managing fire in Jasper National Park. Camping with dogs, areas dogs are not allowed, and penalties for non-compliance. What to know before you hike or
backpack: conditions, warnings and closures, and more. What to know before travel: up-to-date road information and seasonal road access. Here are some tips and tricks for visiting the most popular places in the park. Jasper Transit, a 24-person shuttle bus, connects Whistlers and Wapiti campgrounds to multiple stops in Jasper National Park. Open
year-round, information centre and desk hours of operation. Seasonal and local weather, webcams, and trends. Rules and laws designed for the protection of the National Park, and preservation and maintenance of public peace. Make a reservation for campsites, accommodations and facilities. Safety is everyone's responsibility. Be informed and
prepared on wildlife safety, mountain safety, and more. Make sure you know if your vehicle is too big for certain roads or parking lots. 23Jul 2022 Jasper Holdings, Inc., the parent company of Jasper Engines and Transmissions, Weller Truck, Diesel USA Group, D&W Diesel, Jasper Innovative Solutions, Jasper Electric Motors, and Jer-Den Plastics, is
pleased to... May 22, 2025 Jason Hulsman These aren’t just the most popular attractions in Jasper—they’re the most unforgettable, and they’re only available through us. From sky-high adventures to quiet moments deep in the wilderness, we’ve handpicked the best of what this wild place has to offer. Whether you're planning your first trip or your
fifth, this guide features our top experiences—each crafted to help you see Jasper in a way that speaks emotionally to you. This is your front-row seat to glacier-fed boat cruises, epic lookouts, wildlife spottings, and more. Jasper is a fast favorite among those who collect stones. It’s also among the stones that I find the most fascinating, as you’ll rarely
know exactly what you’'re going to end up with when you slice them open. There are hundreds of different varieties, mostly dependent on the locale. And not every stone that’s called “jasper” is actually of the same type. So, let’s take a look at some types of jasper to help you see if you've got a new favorite, or just to take a look at some of the beautiful
products the Earth produces. Related: Jasper: Ultimate Guide To Collecting Jasper (What It Is and How To Find It) Jasper is a form of cryptocrystalline silica. Specifically, it’s an opaque variety of chalcedony. Chalcedony itself is a complex intermixture of microscopic crystals of quartz and its polymorph moganite, combined at such a small level that it
takes a thin slice and a microscope to make it out. To the unaided eye, it appears to be a smooth, waxy stone. Jasper has long been a favorite due to the sheer variety of materials that can be found in the wild. No two nodules are exactly alike, owing their colors to various impurities within the stone itself. As a general rule, jasper is suitable for jewelry.
It generally has a hardness of 7.0 on the Moh’s scale, which makes it suitable for everything from rings to bracelets, which isn’t possible with all stones. Not all jaspers are equal. Some will be a bit more coarse, which makes them a bit rougher to work, while the “fine” jaspers are every bit as hard and smooth as any form of translucent chalcedony.
For lapidaries, this only means a little bit more work, but jasper is also a favored material of flintknappers, who may heat treat those that have a coarser grain to make them flake more easily. Rather than going over dozens of locales, we’re going to focus primarily on the types of jasper and then we’ll discuss some locations where they can be found.
Red jasper is the most common type. Indeed, it was the only variety of opaque chalcedony which was originally called by the name. It ranges from a rusty red-brown to a bright scarlet depending on the levels of iron oxide that are trapped within the crystalline lattice of the stone. Red jasper is a rather common stone, especially if you’re not looking for
something with a deep crimson coloration. There are great samples to be found in the majority of places where jasper is present, often interwoven with black or white lines that break through on occasion. The majority of commercially available material of this type of jasper is found in Madagascar, which consistently produces deep red jaspers with
the occasional touch of yellow or green that come from other forms of oxidized iron. Imperial jasper is among the “fine” jaspers, and it actually refers to a wide variety of jasper found in an area roughly 50 miles north of Guadalajara. The defining characteristics of this type of jasper are mainly due to its smooth and fine grain, which makes it easy to
work with. These types of jasper range widely in color. The formation covers an area roughly 3.5 miles long and the mines produce an impressive amount of the material with different veins holding different colors. The most sought-after subtype is known as Royal Imperial Jasper, which is exceptional even among these stones. While often subtle in
coloration, Royal Imperial Jasper is exceptionally fine-grained and is only found in small nodules with a chalky matrix, making it even more expensive than the standard stuff. View this post on Instagram A post shared by Sean (@eckel.lapidary) Landscape jaspers are a type of jasper that’s known for its picturesque images. These often evoke
landscapes. These are also called picture jaspers on occasion, depending on the locality. The most commonly known type is Owyhee Picture Jasper, which is world-famous for creating the impression of rolling, brown hills which often seem to fall under a blue sky. In addition to Owyhee, two other varieties found in the Northwestern United States are
Biggs and Deschutes picture jaspers. Deschutes jasper tends to be largely brown with a slight reddish tint and complex patterns, while Biggs Jasper often creates the impression of looking down over a brown landscape. These types of jasper have an interesting origin. It appears that the material was originally in a colloidal form after water swept
through volcanic ash and collected iron and silica in a colloidal solution. After the next eruption, the water contained within it was released as super-heated steam, causing various ripples as the pressure and heat washed over them. Brecciated jasper resembles a broken jasper roughly put back together. The term brecciated is an evolution of breccia,
which is a geological term for broken rocks. They’re most often found in areas that are prone to earthquakes, such as coastal California. The stone generally consists of red and yellow jasper pieces that have sharp edges. The general idea is that the stone was cracked during tectonic activity before it was re-formed and cemented under the earth.
Often, these jaspers will seem to be cemented together with clear chalcedony, giving them a distinctive look. While the majority of the material is red and yellow, at times you’ll find nodules that contain blue, green, or even white jasper. Unlike most jaspers, brecciated jasper often has a 3D effect after being polished properly, since the chalcedony
cement allows one to see a few millimeters into the stone. Jasp-agate, or agate jasper, is a formation of jasper that’s interspersed with agate. Agate generally refers to any transparent variety of chalcedony that has extensive inclusions, and these stones will generally have sections that allow light to pass through once slabbed. These are distinct from
agates which are heavily included, such as plume agate, due to the fact that the jasper is a distinct stone and not simply crystalline metallic salts contained within the stone. These stones are often brecciated as well. Jasp-agates are an uncommon find in most places that have both jasper and agate present. One area where they’re particularly common
is in certain regions of the Mojave desert in Southern California and Arizona. These stones are almost always distinct from each other, and each is a unique treasure. View this post on Instagram A post shared by @aquariuscrystalgifts Mookaite refers to a polychromatic (multi-colored) jasper found in Australia. While many type localities are a bit less
than distinct, the appearance of mookaite is immediately recognizable for most rockhounds. The stone consists of patterns of red, pink, yellow, and white jasper in complex patterns. These are often less distinct than other jaspers, causing the stone’s appearance to have something of a watercolor effect. Mookaite is actually a fossiliferous stone. The
ancient sediments that were present as the sea receded are sometimes found as casts within the mookaite itself. Due to the large formations of mookaite, it’'s considered a chert by geologists, but the stone remains a perennial favorite of rockhounds despite only being found in Western Australia. Morrisonite is another of the fine jasper varieties. It
emerged from the same region as Owyhee picture jasper, in the Southeastern corner of Oregon. It’s named after the man who originally found it, James Morrison. It’s a very fine-grained jasper, with exceptional hardness. In general, it resembles brecciated and landscape jaspers but is most often found with unique pastel tones. These range from
green to blue to yellow and red depending on the piece. Unfortunately, the mines were declared unsafe and dynamited by the BLM in 1996. This means those looking for samples will have to purchase old stock, and Morrisonite is among the most expensive jaspers available. Heliotrope, also known as bloodstone, is a form of dark green jasper with red
inclusions. The patterns range from wide bands to small spots depending on the locality where it was found and the specific stone. It’s one of the few stones actually mentioned in ancient texts as having magical powers, specifically by Pliny the Elder. Oddly, the stone seems to have caught the imagination of wide groups of people. Early Christians said
the stone’s red coloration came from Jesus’ blood during the crucifixion, the gnostics claimed it made them live longer. In India, it had a reputation for stopping bleeding. In actuality, this dark green jasper’s blood-red spots emerge from included hematite. The stone is a common find across the planet, and it can even be found in several areas in the
United States for those looking to collect a sample of their own. Jaspilite is the name used for stones cut from banded ironstone formations. These are complex formations that consist of alternating layers of blood-red hematite and low-iron chert or jasper that generally appear as alternating stripes of red and grey or black material. Tiger iron is the
name commonly used when this stone is cut as a gemstone. While there is jasper contained in the formation, often there may be metamorphic stones such as quartzite contained within the formation as well. While banded iron formations are fairly rich in iron, they’re considered a very low-grade ore in most cases. Instead, the majority of this material
ends up being removed to be cut for decorative objects or as gemstones for jewelry. View this post on Instagram A post shared by Corey Beer (@lakerslapidary) Orbicular jasper is a type of jasper that contains many little orbs of differing colors. The majority of this material hails from Madagascar, generally sold under the trade name of “Ocean
Jasper.” It’s often green in color, but red, white, and yellow stones also exist. The spheres that make up the “orbs” in a cut stone appear to be either quartz or feldspar. The hypothesis behind their formation has to do with rapid formation around the nucleus of the crystalline materials. This is similar to the amethystine grape agate, where amethyst
forms into radial spheres comprised of needle-like crystals. Orbicular jasper occasionally emerges from other regions, but several of the locations in Madagascar have been mined out. That said, there’s plenty of it to be found online and it remains relatively cheap. The sheer variety is hard to beat, there’s something for everyone. Poppy jasper is a
unique type of jasper that shows “blooms” of color, most often red and yellow. Poppy jasper generally has a base color of red or pink, with yellow blooms showing across its surface. It is often fine-grained and has dark grey or black bands contained within it. Poppy jasper is formed in areas with tectonic activity. What happens is that the material
cracks after an earthquake, and later iron-rich waters deposit hematite within the cracks. This forms into blooms as it crystallizes within the jasper and causes the distinctive patterns that give poppy jasper its name. Poppy jasper is only found in a few locations, due to the unique way in which it forms. The most popular of these stones comes from the
area around Morgan Hill, California. While the jasper is increasingly rare, it remains in high demand and the high price makes it a tempting target for locals on the hunt for stones. Kaleidoscope jasper is a form of jasper that often bears brilliant colors in broad bands. These colors are often much brighter than that found in most jaspers, and some
have a wooden pattern to them. It’s only found in a family-run mine in Oregon, but it’s unique enough that it bears discussing. Kaleidoscope Jasper appears to be a form of fossilized wood for the most part. This petrified wood gives many of the distinctive patterns that can be found within the material. Some of this material even has a Shiller optical
effect. Since it’s only available in one location and is quite unique, this form of jasper can be quite expensive. For lapidaries, however, it’s often worth the price as the end result of cabbing and polishing this material is second-to-none in the world of jaspers. It can be found from the mine owners on eBay, where they use the handle lapidary central.
Many things that people call jaspers... aren’t. The world of trade names often complicates matters for purists. Jasper is often used to describe nearly any colorful stone that probably is silica-rich. Some of these are quite common and while beautiful... they’re not a jasper. Let’s take a look at four of the most common. Dalmatian “jasper” is a black and
white spotted rock that’s found in one region of Mexico. We’ve covered it in some detail before, but the short form is that it’s simply not a jasper at all. It’s not even a rhyolite. Instead, dalmatian jasper is comprised of albite (a plagioclase feldspar mineral) and quartz in the white sections. The black portions of the stone, commonly assumed to be
schorl, is actually a rare mineral called arfvedsonite. While definitely not a jasper, it still has a certain appeal. View this post on Instagram A post shared by @moonicarty Rainforest jasper is commonly sold online. It’s generally seen in red or green forms, with a brecciated pattern dotted with orbs similar to other orbicular jaspers. It’s not a jasper,
instead, it’s a rhyolite that have a coarser structure than jaspers. That said, the majority of this material is exceptionally fine-grained for a rhyolite and there’s no shame in cutting it into cabochons and carvings. It also means the material can be found in rather large pieces suitable for larger works like carvings and small statues. It’s still not a jasper,
however. View this post on Instagram A post shared by mrscrystal.id (@mrscrystal.id) Perhaps the most egregious offender in this category is the stone commonly known as Bumblebee Jasper. It’s not a rhyolite, it’s not a jasper, it’s not quartz or quartzite. In fact, it contains no silica minerals at all. Instead, it’s a complex mixture of calcite, pyrite,
hematite, and realgar. The crystalline structure of the calcite is interesting, but it’s not remotely related to silica minerals. Precautions should be taken when cutting the stone because of the latter mineral. Realgar is an arsenic-containing mineral, which means that it’s rather dangerous. While you should already have an N95 or better when cutting
stone, it’s a good idea to wear gloves as well. Once cut and polished, however, the material is safe to handle as long as you don’t chew on it. While common knowledge holds that crocodile jasper is both a jasper and a fossil known as a stromatolite, further studies have shown this not to be the case. Instead, this stone is rhyolite that’s formed from
quartz, potassium feldspar, albite, and aegirine. The “stromatolites” that people long assumed formed the “eyes” on this stone are actually needles of amphibole minerals. It’s still a beautiful stone, and exceptionally fine-grained for a rhyolite. Share Tweet Share Share Proven strategies, real resultsExplore Customer StoriesExplore Customer
StoriesCase Studies - Cushman & WakefieldCase Studies - Cushman & Wakefieldhigh-quality, and localized marketing content at scale"Thrilled to be on Jasper’s Customer Advisory Board. It’s not just about efficiency gains, it’s about augmenting human creativity, scaling expertise, and unlocking new ways to engage customers and drive business
outcomes.""Our marketing teams have cracked the code of using Jasper as an agentic partner in our day-to-day lives, transforming how we work, collaborate and evolve as an organization."of SEO now automated with JasperAdidas uses Alproduct descriptions written by Jasper in 24 hoursFaster end-to-end campaigns“Jasper has the potential to
fundamentally transform the way marketing teams operate by boosting efficiency, accelerating execution, and delivering high-quality campaigns faster.”
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