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Congratulations	to	the	students	whose	essays	were	selected	for	the	2024	edition	of	Writing	with	MLA	Style!	Essays	were	selected	as	examples	of	excellent	student	writing	that	use	MLA	style	for	citing	sources.	Essays	have	been	lightly	edited.		If	your	institution	subscribes	to	MLA	Handbook	Plus,	you	can	access	annotated	versions	of	the	essays
published	from	2022	to	2024.		Writing	with	MLA	Style:	2024	Edition	The	following	essays	were	selected	for	the	2024	edition	of	Writing	with	MLA	Style.	The	selection	committee	for	high	school	submissions	was	composed	of	Lisa	Karakaya,	Hunter	College	High	School;	and	Heather	Smith,	Dedham	Public	Schools.	The	selection	committee	for
postsecondary	submissions	was	composed	of	Rachel	Ihara,	Kingsborough	Community	College,	City	University	of	New	York;	Tarshia	L.	Stanley,	Wagner	College;	and	Joyce	MacDonald,	University	of	Kentucky.	High	School	Essays	PDF	Miguel	Kumar	(Ransom	Everglades	School)	“McCarthyism	at	the	Movies:	The	Effects	of	Hollywood	McCarthyism	on	the
American	Public”	PDF	Catherine	Mao	(Hunter	College	High	School)	“Beauty	Is	in	the	Eye	of	the	Beholder,	and	the	Beholder	Is	a	White	Man:	The	1875	Page	Act,	Eugenics,	and	Beauty	Standards	for	Chinese	Women	versus	American	Women”	Undergraduate	Essays	PDF	Rachelle	Dumayas	(California	State	University,	Sacramento)	“Should	Deaf	Children
Get	Cochlear	Implants?”	PDF	Holly	Nelson	(Johns	Hopkins	University)	“Creating	Space?	Representations	of	Black	Characters	in	Regency	Romance”	PDF	Chloe	Wiitala	(University	of	Minnesota,	Duluth)	“Reanimating	Queer	Perspectives	through	Camp:	A	Study	of	Frankenstein	and	Its	Parodic	Film	Adaptations”	Writing	with	MLA	Style:	2023	Edition
The	following	essays	were	selected	for	the	2023	edition	of	Writing	with	MLA	Style.	The	2023	selection	committee	was	composed	of	Ellen	C.	Carillo,	University	of	Connecticut	(chair);	Rachel	Ihara,	Kingsborough	Community	College,	City	University	of	New	York;	and	Tarshia	L.	Stanley,	Wagner	College.	PDF	Caroline	Anderson	(Pepperdine	University)
“L’Appel	du	Vide:	Making	Spaces	for	Sinful	Exploration	in	The	Strange	Case	of	Dr.	Jekyll	and	Mr.	Hyde”	PDF	Hunter	Daniels	(University	of	South	Carolina,	Aiken)	“Biblical	Legalism	and	Cultural	Misogyny	in	The	Tragedy	of	Mariam”	PDF	Aspen	English	(Southern	Utah	University)	“Putting	the	‘Comm’	in	Comics:	A	Communication-Theory-Informed
Reading	of	Graphic	Narratives”	PDF	Raul	Martin	(Lamar	University)	“The	Book-Object	Binary:	Access	and	Sustainability	in	the	Academic	Library”	PDF	Grace	Quasebarth	(Salve	Regina	University)	“Finding	a	Voice:	The	Loss	of	Machismo	Criticisms	through	Translation	in	Isabel	Allende’s	The	House	of	the	Spirits”	Writing	with	MLA	Style:	2022	Edition
The	following	essays	were	selected	for	the	2022	edition	of	Writing	with	MLA	Style.	The	2022	selection	committee	was	composed	of	Ellen	C.	Carillo,	University	of	Connecticut;	Jessica	Edwards,	University	of	Delaware	(chair);	and	Deborah	H.	Holdstein,	Columbia	College	Chicago.	PDF	Kaile	Chu	(New	York	University,	Shanghai)	“Miles	Apart:	An
Investigation	into	Dedicated	Online	Communities’	Impact	on	Cultural	Bias”	PDF	Sietse	Hagen	(University	of	Groningen)	“The	Significance	of	Fiction	in	the	Debate	on	Dehumanizing	Media	Portrayals	of	Refugees”	PDF	Klara	Ismail	(University	of	Exeter)	“Queering	the	Duchess:	Exploring	the	Body	of	the	Female	Homosexual	in	John	Webster’s	The
Duchess	of	Malfi”	PDF	Yasmin	Mendoza	(Whittier	College)	“Banning	without	Bans”	PDF	Niki	Nassiri	(Stony	Brook	University)	“Modern-Day	US	Institutions	and	Slavery	in	the	Twenty-First	Century”	PDF	Samantha	Wilber	(Palm	Beach	Atlantic	University)	“‘Pero,	tu	no	eres	facil’:	The	Poet	X	as	Multicultural	Bildungsroman”	Writing	with	MLA	Style:
2019	Edition	The	following	essays	were	selected	for	the	2019	edition	of	Writing	with	MLA	Style.	The	2019	selection	committee	was	composed	of	Jessica	Edwards,	University	of	Delaware;	Deborah	H.	Holdstein,	Columbia	College	Chicago	(chair);	and	Liana	Silva,	César	E.	Chavez	High	School,	Houston,	Texas.	PDF	Catherine	Charlton	(University	of
King’s	College,	Nova	Scotia)	“‘Coal	Is	in	My	Blood’:	Public	and	Private	Representations	of	Community	Identity	in	Springhill,	Nova	Scotia”	PDF	Alyiah	Gonzales	(California	Polytechnic	State	University)	“Disrupting	White	Normativity	in	Langston	Hughes’s	‘I,	Too’	and	Toni	Morrison’s	‘Recitatif’”	PDF	Meg	Matthias	(Miami	University,	Ohio)	“Prescriptions
of	(Living)	Historical	Happiness:	Gendered	Performance	and	Racial	Comfort	in	Reenactment”	PDF	Jennifer	Nguyen	(Chaminade	University	of	Honolulu)	“The	Vietnam	War,	the	American	War:	Literature,	Film,	and	Popular	Memory”	PDF	Emily	Schlepp	(Northwest	University)	“A	Force	of	Love:	A	Deconstructionist	Reading	of	Characters	in
Dickens’s	Great	Expectations”	Need	Help	with	MLA	Style?	The	MLA	Handbook	makes	it	easier.	Whether	you	have	questions	about	works-cited	lists,	in-text	citations,	footnotes,	endnotes,	or	an	annotated	bibliography,	the	ninth	edition	of	the	MLA	Handbook	has	all	the	answers	about	MLA	format.	You’ll	also	find	the	latest	information	on	how	to	cite
song	lyrics,	websites,	e-books,	databases,	YouTube	videos,	and	any	other	type	of	source	requiring	documentation.	Get	updates	on	the	MLA	Handbook,	9th	edition.	Sign	up	for	our	newsletter	below.	Entries	in	the	works-cited	list	are	created	using	the	MLA	template	of	core	elements—facts	common	to	most	sources,	like	author,	title,	and	publication	date.
To	use	the	template,	evaluate	the	work	you’re	citing	to	see	which	elements	apply	to	the	source.	Then,	list	each	element	relevant	to	your	source	in	the	order	given	on	the	template.		The	examples	below	show	you	how	to	cite	five	basic	source	types.	Click	on	an	entry	to	get	more	information,	as	well	as	links	to	posts	with	more	examples.	For	hundreds	of
sample	entries	by	format,	check	out	the	ninth	edition	of	the	MLA	Handbook.		Books	Book	by	One	Author	Mantel,	Hilary.	Wolf	Hall.	Picador,	2010.	Book	by	an	Unknown	Author	Beowulf.	Translated	by	Alan	Sullivan	and	Timothy	Murphy,	edited	by	Sarah	Anderson,	Pearson,	2004.	An	Edited	Book	Sánchez	Prado,	Ignacio	M.,	editor.	Mexican	Literature	in
Theory.	Bloomsbury,	2018.	Online	Works	Article	on	a	website	Deresiewicz,	William.	“The	Death	of	the	Artist—and	the	Birth	of	the	Creative	Entrepreneur.”	The	Atlantic,	28	Dec.	2014,	theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/01/	the-death-of-the-artist-and-the-birth-of-thecreative-entrepreneur/383497/.	Book	on	a	website	Poe,	Edgar	Allan.	“The	Masque
of	the	Red	Death.”	The	Complete	Works	of	Edgar	Allan	Poe,	edited	by	James	A.	Harrison,	vol.	4,	Thomas	Y.	Crowell,	1902,	pp.	250-58.	HathiTrust	Digital	Library,	hdl.handle.net/2027/coo.31924079574368.	Journal	Article	in	a	Database	Goldman,	Anne.	“Questions	of	Transport:	Reading	Primo	Levi	Reading	Dante.”	The	Georgia	Review,	vol.	64,	no.	1,
spring	2010,	pp.	69-88.	JSTOR,	www.jstor.org/stable/41403188.	Songs,	Recordings,	and	Performances	Song	from	an	Album	Snail	Mail.	“Thinning.”	Habit,	Sister	Polygon	Records,	2016.	Vinyl	EP.		Song	on	a	website	Snail	Mail.	“Thinning.”	Bandcamp,	snailmailbaltimore.bandcamp.com.	Concert	Attended	in	Person	Beyoncé.	The	“Formation”	World	Tour.
14	May	2016,	Rose	Bowl,	Los	Angeles.	Movies,	Videos,	and	Television	Shows	A	Movie	Viewed	in	Person	Opening	Night.	Directed	by	John	Cassavetes,	Faces	Distribution,	1977.		A	Movie	Viewed	Online	Richardson,	Tony,	director.	Sanctuary.	Screenplay	by	James	Poe,	Twentieth	Century	Fox,	1961.	YouTube,	uploaded	by	LostCinemaChannel,	17	July
2014,	www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMnzFM_Sq8s.	A	Television	Show	Viewed	on	Physical	Media	“Hush.”	1999.	Buffy	the	Vampire	Slayer:	The	Complete	Fourth	Season,	created	by	Joss	Whedon,	episode	10,	Mutant	Enemy	/	Twentieth	Century	Fox,	2003,	disc	3.	DVD.	Images	A	Photograph	Viewed	in	Person	Cameron,	Julia	Margaret.	Alfred,	Lord
Tennyson.	1866,	Metropolitan	Museum	of	Art,	New	York	City.	A	Painting	Viewed	Online	Bearden,	Romare.	The	Train.	1975.	MOMA,	www.moma.org/collection/works/65232?locale=en.	An	Untitled	Image	from	a	Print	Magazine	Karasik,	Paul.	Cartoon.	The	New	Yorker,	14	Apr.	2008,	p.	49.	Skip	to	content	menu	search	Search	for	posts,	topics,	or	tags.
Each	entry	in	the	list	of	works	cited	is	composed	of	facts	common	to	most	works—the	MLA	core	elements.	They	are	assembled	in	a	specific	order.	Containers	The	concept	of	containers	is	crucial	to	MLA	style.	When	the	source	being	documented	forms	part	of	a	larger	whole,	the	larger	whole	can	be	thought	of	as	a	container	that	holds	the	source.	For
example,	a	short	story	may	be	contained	in	an	anthology.	The	short	story	is	the	source,	and	the	anthology	is	the	container.	Practice	Template	Learn	how	to	use	the	MLA	practice	template	to	create	entries	in	the	list	of	works	cited.	The	Federal	Register	maintained	by	the	National	Archives	publishes	digital	copies	of	executive	orders	by	US	presidents
dating	back	to	President	Franklin	Roosevelt.	To	cite	a	presidential	executive	order,	go	to	its	web	page	on	the	Federal	Register.	The	works-cited-list	entry	begins	with	the	name	of	the	president	and	includes	the	title	of	the	order,	the	date	the	order	was	published	in	the	register,	the	title	of	the	website,	and	the	URL.	The	following	provides	examples	of	in-
text	citations	and	works-cited-list	entries	for	executive	orders:	A	recent	executive	order	on	water	pressure	notes	that	“the	Oxford	English	Dictionary	defines	‘showerhead’	in	one	short	sentence”	(Trump,	“Maintaining”).	Another	establishes	a	government	office	to	encourage	“domestic	and	foreign	investment	in	the	United	States”	(“Establishing”).	Works
Cited	Trump,	Donald.	“Establishing	the	United	States	Investment	Accelerator.”	Federal	Register,	3	Apr.	2025,	www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/04/03/2025-05908/establishing-the-united-states-investment-accelerator.	———.	“Maintaining	Acceptable	Water	Pressure	in	Showerheads.”	Federal	Register,	15	Apr.	2025,
www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/04/15/2025-06459/maintaining-acceptable-water-pressure-in-showerheads.	The	MLA	Style	Center	is	the	only	authorized	website	on	MLA	style.	A	companion	to	the	MLA	Handbook,	the	site	provides	students	and	educators	with	a	host	of	free	resources	for	teaching	and	learning	the	MLA’s	approach	to	research,
writing,	and	documentation.	It	offers	a	quick	guide	to	citing	any	source	according	to	the	MLA	format	template,	a	practice	template,	a	Q&A	feature	with	hundreds	of	citation	examples,	a	blog	of	writing	tips,	guidelines	for	formatting	a	paper	and	avoiding	plagiarism,	sample	papers,	lesson	plans,	worksheets,	and	other	classroom	resources	submitted	by
users.	Additional	teaching	resources	are	in	development.	Subscribe	to	our	digest,	The	Source,	for	updates!	Want	to	see	a	particular	topic	about	writing,	editing,	or	style	covered?	Let	us	know.	You	can	also	submit	a	teaching	resource.	Questions	about	using	sources	Questions	about	writing	tips	Questions	about	titles	of	works	Questions	about
punctuation	Questions	about	quotations	Questions	about	digital	sources	Questions	about	works-cited	list	Questions	about	capitalization	Questions	about	page	numbers	Questions	about	abbreviations	Questions	about	social	media	Questions	about	one	author	Questions	about	foreign	language	Questions	about	translations	Questions	about	interviews
Questions	about	journal	articles	Questions	about	alphabetization	Questions	about	two	authors	Questions	about	dramatic	works	Questions	about	paraphrases	Questions	about	musical	works	Questions	about	newspapers	Questions	about	photographs	Questions	about	anthologies	Questions	about	magazines	Questions	about	databases	Questions	about
MLA	style	Questions	about	anonymous	works	Questions	about	television	shows	Questions	about	performances	Questions	about	dictionaries	Questions	about	dissertations	Questions	about	advertisements	Questions	about	appendixes	Questions	about	containers	Questions	about	word	choice	Questions	about	legal	works	Questions	about	sound	recordings
Questions	about	reference	works	Questions	about	scripture	Questions	about	introductions	Questions	about	textbooks	Questions	about	text	messages	Questions	about	Manual	MLA	Questions	about	news	services	Questions	about	transliteration	Questions	about	short	stories	Questions	about	publishers	Questions	about	encyclopedias	Questions	about
special	features	Questions	about	use	of	italics	Questions	about	summaries	Questions	about	typography	Questions	about	blog	posts	Questions	about	video	games	Questions	about	digital	archives	Questions	about	audiobooks	Questions	about	radio	programs	Question	about	plagiarism	Question	about	working	papers	Question	about	teaching	tips
Question	about	literature	Question	about	translation	Question	about	accessibility	Question	about	song	lyrics	Question	about	afterwords	Question	about	formatting	Question	about	manuscripts	Question	about	citation	styles	Question	about	science	writing	Question	about	book	series	Congratulations	to	the	students	whose	essays	were	selected	for	the
2024	edition	of	Writing	with	MLA	Style!	Essays	were	selected	as	examples	of	excellent	student…	Read	More	To	learn	how	to	set	up	your	research	project	in	MLA	format,	visit	our	free	sample	chapter	on	MLA	Handbook	Plus,	the	only	authorized	subscription-based	digital…	Read	More	Format	a	quotation	of	song	lyrics	the	same	way	you	would	format	a
quotation	of	poetry.	Read	More	Learn	when	you	should	used	passed	or	past.	Read	More	Recent	questions	from	Ask	the	MLA	This	post	explains	how	to	cite	a	live	stream.	Read	More	This	post	explains	when	to	include	access	dates	when	citing	social	media	posts	Read	More	This	post	explains	how	to	cite	executive	orders	by	a	US	president.	Read	More
It’s	10:00	p.m.,	your	research	paper	is	due	first	thing	in	the	morning,	and	you	have	access	only	to	the	e-book	or	open	access	edition…	Read	More	In	Spanish,	unlike	in	American	English,	commas	and	periods	go	outside	the	quotation	marks.	If	the	quoted	material	ends	in	a	period,	omit	that	period.	Read	More	When	citing	letters	that	are	suspected	or
confirmed	forgeries,	you	can	indicate	in	the	Author	element	of	your	works-cited-list	entry	both	the	name	of	the…	Read	More
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