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Example	of	a	vivid	verb

The	monotony	of	bland	verbs	can	suck	the	life	outta	even	the	most	vibrant	storytelling.	While	some	may	argue	they're	acceptable	or	necessary,	too	many	dull	verbs	can	drain	the	excitement	from	any	writing.	So,	let's	dive	into	ways	to	spice	up	our	verb	choices	and	breathe	some	much-needed	vitality	into	our	tales.	According	to	The	New	Oxford
Dictionary,	"vivid"	means	evoking	powerful	feelings	and	crystal-clear	images	in	one's	mind.	Clarity	is	key	here;	we	aim	for	it	with	every	verb	choice.	Take	the	verb	"fall,"	for	instance.	It's	a	common	word	most	people	understand,	but	it	could	definitely	be	more	precise.	A	fall	simply	implies	downward	motion	without	any	hint	of	intent	or	distance.	What	if
we	swap	"fall"	for	something	like	"tumble"?	This	vivid	verb	paints	a	picture	of	a	clumsy	roll	or	an	accidental	stumble.	Alternatively,	using	"plummet"	conjures	up	an	image	of	someone	plummeting	from	great	heights,	perhaps	towards	doom.	On	the	other	hand,	"descend"	feels	more	deliberate	and	gradual,	much	like	an	airplane	landing.	See	how	these
verbs	pack	more	punch?	In	creative	writing,	verbs	are	crucial	for	crafting	vivid	scenes	that	leave	a	lasting	impression	on	readers.	While	adjectives	and	adverbs	have	their	place,	action-packed	verbs	like	"tumble,"	"plummet,"	or	"descend"	carry	motion	with	them,	making	them	the	perfect	choice	for	painting	a	clear	picture	in	your	audience's	minds.
Weak	verbs	like	"walk"	or	"run"	often	fall	short;	instead	of	relying	on	an	adjective	to	describe	how	someone	moves	(e.g.,	walks	slowly),	we	can	opt	for	stronger	verbs	that	provide	more	insight	into	our	character	and	setting.	Take	synonyms	like	"meanders"	and	"shuffles,"	both	implying	a	slow	pace	but	with	different	emotional	undertones	–	meanders
evokes	a	sense	of	laziness	or	peace,	while	shuffles	suggests	feeling	down	or	embarrassed.	Strunk	and	White's	advice	in	The	Elements	of	Style	to	"omit	needless	words"	is	especially	relevant	when	it	comes	to	verbs;	we	often	use	multiple	words	where	one	would	suffice.	Consider	this	example:	"The	dog	jumped	over	the	obstacle."	Although	this	sentence
works,	using	two	words	("jumped"	and	"over")	instead	of	one	("hurdled")	not	only	saves	space	but	also	offers	a	more	vivid	image.	"Jump"	is	generic,	while	"hurdle"	implies	athleticism.	When	editing	your	work,	try	reading	it	aloud	and	visualizing	the	scene	in	your	mind's	eye.	If	you're	struggling	to	picture	anything	distinct,	it	might	be	because	your	verbs
lack	specificity.	For	instance,	if	you	imagine	someone	throwing	a	ball,	but	nothing	stands	out,	that	could	indicate	a	need	for	more	vivid	language.	Try	adding	more	descriptive	elements	to	bring	your	scenes	to	life	and	engage	your	readers	on	a	deeper	level.	Using	Vivid	Verbs	to	Enhance	Your	Writing
=====================================================	A	well-chosen	verb	can	make	all	the	difference	in	conveying	your	message	effectively.	However,	many	of	us	use	weak	verbs	without	realizing	it,	which	can	result	in	dull	writing	that	fails	to	engage	our	readers.	One	way	to	identify	and	improve	your	verbs	is	by	using
ProWritingAid’s	Thesaurus	Report.	This	report	highlights	all	the	verbs	in	your	writing,	allowing	you	to	see	which	ones	may	need	improvement	or	replacement	with	more	vivid	options.	For	example,	consider	the	following	weak	verb	phrases:	*	"She	looked	at	the	book	from	the	mysterious	librarian,	but	saw	nothing	important."	*	"He	said	he	would	never
forgive	me."	*	"The	soprano	sang	the	solo	with	all	her	heart."	These	phrases	can	be	rewritten	using	more	vivid	verbs	to	create	a	stronger	impression	on	your	readers.	For	instance:	*	"She	scrutinized	the	book	from	the	mysterious	librarian,	but	saw	nothing	important."	*	"He	whispered	he	would	never	forgive	me."	*	"The	soprano	belted	the	solo	with	all
her	heart."	Using	vivid	verbs	can	help	you	paint	a	picture	in	your	readers'	minds	and	make	your	writing	more	engaging.	Here	are	some	tips	to	get	you	started:	Instead	of	describing	how	someone	walks	with	an	adjective,	a	strong	verb	can	give	more	insight	into	their	character	and	the	scene.	Both	"meanders"	and	"shuffles"	imply	walking	slowly,	but
they	evoke	different	moods	-	meanders	connotes	laziness	usually	accompanied	by	peace,	while	shuffles	suggests	sadness	or	embarrassment.	According	to	Strunk	and	White's	advice	in	The	Elements	of	Style,	"Omit	needless	words,"	which	is	particularly	helpful	when	it	comes	to	verbs	as	we	often	use	multiple	words	where	one	will	do.	For	instance,
instead	of	saying	"The	dog	jumped	over	the	obstacle,"	we	could	say	"The	dog	hurdled	the	obstacle."	Not	only	have	we	used	one	word	instead	of	two,	but	a	more	vivid	verb	like	hurdle	implies	athleticism.	When	editing,	try	reading	your	work	aloud	and	then	visualize	it.	If	you're	having	trouble	seeing	it,	that	might	be	because	your	verbs	aren't	specific
enough.	For	example,	if	you	read	"When	she	threw	the	ball,"	you	probably	see	just	a	simple	throw,	which	is	not	distinct.	That's	a	sign	that	you	need	more	vivid	verbs.	So,	let's	try	again:	"She	hurled	the	ball	with	all	her	weight	behind	it	and	watched	as	it	soared	into	the	distance."	Many	of	us	don't	categorize	words	like	verbs	and	adjectives	when	we
read	them,	but	if	your	writing	feels	flat,	that	might	be	because	verbs	are	the	problem.	One	way	to	visualize	your	verbs	is	by	highlighting	them	using	a	tool	like	ProWritingAid's	Thesaurus	Report,	which	shows	you	where	all	the	verbs	are	so	you	can	edit	and	improve	them	with	ease.	Here	are	some	examples	of	weak	vs	vivid	verbs:	Weak	-	She	looked	at
the	book	from	the	mysterious	librarian	but	saw	nothing	important.	Vivid	-	She	scrutinized	the	book	from	the	mysterious	librarian	but	saw	nothing	important.	If	you	need	help	finding	more	vivid	verbs,	check	out	our	list	of	50	powerful	verbs	to	use	in	your	writing	or	consult	ProWritingAid's	Thesaurus	Report	for	contextually	relevant	synonyms.	Elevate
Your	Writing:	20	Essential	Tips	from	Skilled	Authors	Whether	you're	crafting	a	novel,	essay,	article,	or	email,	effective	writing	is	crucial	for	conveying	your	ideas.	This	comprehensive	guide	features	the	top	20	writing	tips	and	techniques	gathered	from	a	diverse	range	of	professional	writers.	Are	you	struggling	to	incorporate	more	vivid	verbs	into	your
work?	Perhaps	your	writing	seems	dull	and	unengaging.	Or	maybe	you're	relying	on	common,	overused	verbs,	trying	to	liven	them	up	with	adverb	after	adverb.	In	my	experience,	adverbs	rarely	enhance	the	quality	of	your	prose;	instead,	they	can	weigh	it	down.	Regardless	of	whether	you're	working	on	a	novel,	academic	assignment,	creative
nonfiction	piece,	or	even	sales	copy,	your	verbs	should	pack	a	punch.	This	means	selecting	verbs	that	accurately	convey	what	you	intend	to	say.	I'll	now	cover	everything	you	need	to	know	about	transforming	weak	verbs	into	powerful	ones...	and	conclude	with	a	list	of	over	100	exemplary	verbs	to	utilize.	Let's	begin	our	exploration	of	vivid	verbs	–
words	that	paint	a	clear,	specific	picture	in	the	reader's	mind.	Vivid	verbs	are	a	literary	device	that	bring	your	writing	to	life;	they	don't	require	modification	with	adjectives	because	their	meaning	is	self-evident.	Consider	opting	for	gobble	instead	of	eat	or	trudge	instead	of	walk.	You	may	recall	from	your	studies	that	a	verb	is	"a	doing	word"	–	an
action	verb.	Additionally,	you've	likely	learned	that	all	sentences	must	contain	an	active	verb	to	be	grammatically	correct.	From	a	grammatical	standpoint,	vivid	verbs	function	in	the	same	way	as	common	verbs.	Specifically,	all	verbs	–	whether	vivid	or	not	–	possess	a	tense,	indicating	whether	something	is	happening	in	the	past	(walked),	present
(walk),	or	future	(will	walk).	You	can	further	refine	your	verb	usage	with	more	intricate	tenses	like	the	present	continuous	(am	walking)	and	pluperfect	(had	walked).	Vivid	verbs	seamlessly	integrate	into	sentences	just	like	their	common	counterparts.	The	primary	distinction	lies	in	their	ability	to	evoke	a	powerful	mental	image	for	the	reader.	They
might	be	thought	of	as	being	more	descriptive	or	simply	more	engaging	verbs.	Vivid	verbs	often	sound	appealing	when	read	aloud,	much	like	words	like	slither,	nibble,	or	dashed.	Sometimes,	vivid	verbs	are	referred	to	as	strong	verbs,	which	can	lead	to	confusion.	The	term	"strong	verb"	carries	a	specific	grammatical	meaning:	a	verb	that	alters	its
stem	vowel	when	transitioning	from	present	to	past	tense	(e.g.,	write	to	wrote).	For	clarity's	sake,	we'll	use	the	term	vivid	verb.	Selecting	the	right	word	will	conjure	an	image	in	the	reader's	mind.	Employing	a	dull	verb	won't	convey	the	intended	action	as	effectively.	Ordinary	verbs	–	often	referred	to	as	boring	verbs	–	are	frequently	among	the	first
options	considered.	They're	straightforward	words	that	young	children	typically	learn,	such	as	walk,	eat,	get,	make,	and	tell.	While	there's	no	rule	against	using	these	verbs,	it's	essential	to	ask	yourself	whether	they're	the	best	choice	for	the	task	at	hand.	Is	there	a	more	vivid	verb	available?	Let's	explore	some	alternatives	you	might	want	to	try:	Walk
–	stride,	skip,	amble,	meander,	wander,	sidle,	hike,	saunter,	stroll	Eat	–	gobble,	munch,	chew,	nibble,	devour,	bite,	taste,	ingest,	swallow	Get	–	earn,	win,	obtain	Score	-	grab,	secure,	attain,	fetch,	capture;	Make	-	craft,	construct,	manufacture,	prepare,	produce,	assemble,	fashion,	create;	Tell	-	advise,	explain,	disclose,	declare,	instruct,	inform,	notify.
For	informal	writing,	you	can	opt	for	more	colorful	vivid	verbs	like	Walk	-	schlepp,	hit	the	road,	wend	their	way;	Eat	-	chow	down,	pig	out,	polish	off;	Get	-	snap	up,	come	by,	wangle;	Make	-	dream	up,	dash	off,	throw	together;	Tell	-	let	slip,	keep	posted,	clue	in.	Here's	an	example	of	passive	voice:	Passive	voice:	The	students	were	admonished.	Active
voice:	Mr.	Smith	admonished	the	students.	When	writing,	it's	easy	to	default	to	old,	tired	verbs,	but	that's	okay.	You	can	work	in	vivid	verbs	during	editing.	To	do	this,	visualize	your	scene	as	clearly	as	possible	and	choose	verbs	that	give	a	different	picture	of	action	or	character.	Eliminate	unnecessary	words	and	adverbs	by	choosing	stronger	verbs.
For	example,	Quickly	walk	could	become	stride.	Greedily	eating	could	become	gobble.	A	thesaurus	is	a	helpful	tool	to	find	alternative	verbs.	Online	thesauruses	like	Merriam-Webster's	or	Thesaurus.com	provide	many	options.	Vivid	verbs	often	engage	our	senses,	invoking	feelings,	tastes,	smells,	looks,	or	sounds.	Engaging	your	reader's	senses	can
make	the	world	of	a	story	feel	more	vivid	and	real,	which	is	also	effective	in	digital	marketing.	Let's	examine	an	ordinary	sentence	with	regular	verbs	and	explore	how	to	infuse	it	with	more	depth	using	vivid	language.	We'll	start	with	a	simple	example:	"Today,	I	walked	to	the	store."	However,	we	can	make	this	sentence	more	compelling	by	replacing
the	verb	"walked"	with	something	like	"sprinted,"	"galloped,"	or	"trotted,"	each	conveying	a	unique	sense	of	pace	and	purpose.	Similarly,	in	the	following	sentence:	"James	quickly	crossed	the	street,"	swapping	out	the	verb	for	something	more	descriptive,	such	as	"strided,"	"hurried,"	or	"ambled,"	can	help	paint	a	clearer	picture	of	James's	character.
For	instance,	"James	strode	across	the	street"	implies	confidence	and	determination.	In	sales	copy,	using	strong	action	verbs	can	make	a	significant	difference	in	engaging	readers.	Instead	of	saying	"After	you	purchase	this	course,	you'll	have	everything	you	need	to	succeed,"	we	could	rephrase	it	as:	"With	this	course,	you'll	acquire	everything	you
need	to	triumph."	A	list	of	vivid	verbs	that	can	be	used	to	add	more	depth	and	richness	to	writing	includes:	Acquire	Admire	Admit	Adore	Amplify	Aggravate	Bamboozle	Beguile	Bellow	Bite	Bounce	Break	Bumble	Bustle	Cajole	Catapult	Charge	Chase	Chew	Clamber	Commission	Conquer	Consume	Crack	Crave	Creep	Dash	Deceive	Defy	Despise	Develop
Dominate	Dump	Escape	Erase	Erupt	Evade	Explode	Flee	Flick	Gamble	Gobble	Hack	Hurl	Imagine	Instigate	Invade	Jog	Jolt	Loom	Lure	March	Meander	Munch	Nag	Nibble	Orchestrate	Peek	Pick	Pioneer	Plod	Polish	Possess	Preach	Promise	Provide	Ransack	Ration	Relent	Relish	Scamper	Scan	Scream	Scuffle	Seduce	Shake	Shoot	Snoop	Sidle	Sob	Spot
Sprint	Stab	Stagger	Stride	Strike	Surrender	Tackle	Taint	Tap	Toss	Track	Treasure	Trek	Trudge	Value	Wade	Wander	Weep	Writhe	Yank	Yield	By	incorporating	these	vivid	verbs	into	your	writing,	you	can	create	a	more	engaging	and	immersive	experience	for	your	readers.	Looking	forward	to	seeing	everyone	at	the	meeting	tomorrow	and	discussing
our	strategies.	This	post	was	originally	published	on	December	9th,	2022,	but	has	been	updated	for	greater	clarity.	In	order	to	make	a	story	more	interesting,	it's	not	necessary	to	use	overly	complex	language.	In	fact,	too	much	of	this	can	result	in	boring	writing.	This	is	especially	true	when	it	comes	to	verbs	-	some	may	be	acceptable	or	even	required,
however	using	too	many	mundane	ones	can	drain	the	life	out	of	even	the	most	engaging	content.	So	what	are	some	ways	to	make	our	verbs	more	vivid?	Let's	explore	this	topic	further.	The	Oxford	Dictionary	defines	a	vivid	verb	as	one	that	evokes	powerful	feelings	and	strong	images	in	the	reader's	mind.	What's	key	is	achieving	clarity	with	our	chosen
words.	A	good	example	is	the	word	"fall."	While	it	gets	the	point	across,	it	doesn't	tell	us	anything	about	the	intention	or	distance	involved	-	let	alone	whether	someone	meant	to	do	so.	A	better	option	might	be	"tumble,"	which	implies	a	clumsy	fall,	and	could	potentially	make	more	of	an	impact	on	our	readers.	We	can	also	use	words	like	"plummet"	or
"descend,"	each	painting	a	distinct	picture	in	our	minds.	This	is	precisely	what	we	mean	by	"vivid."	Looking	to	enhance	the	depth	and	richness	of	your	writing?	Consider	focusing	on	verbs,	those	essential	words	that	bring	your	text	to	life.	By	examining	your	verb	usage	with	ProWritingAid's	Thesaurus	Report,	you	can	identify	areas	where	stronger
alternatives	might	improve	your	writing's	impact.	For	instance,	"She	looked	at	the	book"	is	replaced	by	"She	scrutinized	the	book,"	which	conveys	a	more	intense	interest.	Similarly,	substituting	words	like	"said"	for	"whispered"	or	"sang"	for	"belted"	can	greatly	amplify	your	writing's	emotional	resonance.


