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EXPOSITORY (ENGLISH BIBLE)(3) And he.Better, So is he. For the image so forcible in an Eastern clime, where vegetation depends on proximity to a stream, comp. Psalm 52:8; Psalm 92:12; Isaiah 44:4; and its development in Jeremiah 17:7-8. The full moral bearing of the image appears in our Lords parabolic saying, a good tree cannot bring forth
corrupt fruit, nor an evil tree good fruit. The physical growth of a tree has in all poetry served as a ready emblem of success, as its decay has of failure. (Recall Wolseys comment on his fall in Shakespeares Henry VIII.) Nor has the moral significance of vegetable life been ignored. If, says a German poet, thou wouldest attain to thy highest, go look
upon a flower, and what that does unconsciously do thou consciously. In Hebrew poetry a moral purpose is given to the grass on the mountain side and the flower in the field, and we are taught that there is not a virtue within the widest range of human conduct, not a grace set on high for mans aspiration, which has not its fitting emblem in vegetable
life.Bible Educator, ii, p. 179.For the general comparison of a righteous man to a tree, comp. Psalm 3:8 (the olive), Psalm 128:3 (vine); Hosea 14:6 (olive and cedar). Naturally the actual kind of tree in the poets thought interests us. The oleander suggested by Dean Stanley (Sinai and Palestine, 146), though answering the description in many ways,
fails from its want of fruit to satisfy the principal condition. For, as Bishop Hall says, Look where you will in Gods Book, you shall never find any lively member of Gods house, any true Christian, compared to any but a fruitful tree. Probably the palm meets all the conditions best. (Comp. Psalm 92:12.)The last clause, Whatsoever he doeth, it shall, &c, is
obscure in construction. The best rendering is, all that he doeth he maketh to prosper, which may mean either the righteous man carries out to a successful end all his enterprises, or all that he begins he brings to a maturity.Psalm 1:3. And, or For, he shall be like a tree, &c. This is the proof of that blessedness of a good man which he had only
asserted, Psalm 1:1. He shall be fruitful and flourishing. By his meditations on the law of God, his graces and virtues shall be nourished and increased, and he shall be thoroughly furnished for every good word and work. The means of grace are those rivers of water near which the trees of righteousness are planted, and from these they receive
supplies of strength and vigour, but in secret, undiscerned ways. That bringeth forth fruit in his season That is, in the time of fruit-bearing; which, being applied to the good man, denotes either, 1st, His active goodness, that he seeks and improves all opportunities for doing good, exercising faith, hope, and love, piety and virtue, justice, mercy, charity,
temperance, patience, meekness, long-suffering, according to the several occasions offered him: or, 2d, The issue thereof, the happiness resulting therefrom; that he shall have the fruit, or benefit, of his godly life in due time, and when it will be most for his advantage, possibly in some measure in this life, but assuredly in the life to come. His leaf also
shall not wither His blessedness is not short and transitory, as all worldly felicity is, but fixed and everlasting, like those trees which are continually green and flourishing. And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper All his actions, being directed by the word, providence and grace of God, shall be crowned with success in one respect or another, (for even
disappointments, losses, and afflictions, shall work for his good,) and with a blessed effect or end.1:1-3 To meditate in God's word, is to discourse with ourselves concerning the great things contained in it, with close application of mind and fixedness of thought. We must have constant regard to the word of God, as the rule of our actions, and the
spring of our comforts; and have it in our thoughts night and day. For this purpose no time is amiss.And he shall be like a tree - A description of the happiness or prosperity of the man who thus avoids the way of sinners, and who delights in the law of God, now follows. This is presented in the form of a very beautiful image - a tree planted where its
roots would have abundance of water.Planted by the rivers of water - It is not a tree that springs up spontaneously, but one that is set out in a favorable place, and that is cultivated with care. The word "rivers" does not here quite express the sense of the original. The Hebrew word peleg, from palag, to cleave, to split, to divide), properly means
divisions; and then, channels, canals, trenches, branching-cuts, brooks. The allusion is to the Oriental method of irrigating their lands by making artificial rivulets to convey the water from a larger stream, or from a lake. In this way, the water was distributed in all directions. The whole land of Egypt was anciently sluiced in this manner, and it was in
this way that its extraordinary fertility was secured. An illustration of the passage may be derived from the account by Maundrell of the method of watering the gardens and orchards in the vicinity of Damascus. "The gardens are thick set with fruit trees of all kinds, kept fresh and verdant by the waters of the Barady .... This river, as soon as it issues
out of the cleft of the mountain before mentioned, into the plain, is immediately divided into three streams, of which the middlemost and largest runs directly to Damascus, and is distributed to all the cisterns and fountains of the ciy. The other two, which I take to be the work of art, are drawn round, the one to the right, and the other to the left, on
the borders of the gardens, into which they are let out, as they pass, by little rivulets, and so dispersed over all the vast wood, insomuch that there is not a garden but has a fine, quick stream running through it." Trav., p. 122.A striking allusion to trees cultivated in this manner occurs in Ezekiel 31:3-4 : "Behold, the Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon,
with fair branches, and with a shadowing shroud, and of a high stature, and his top was among the thick boughs. The waters made him great, the deep set him up on high, with his rivers running round about his plants, and sent out his little rivers unto all the trees of the field." So Ecclesiastes 2:4 : "I made me pools of water, to water therewith the
wood that bringeth forth trees." No particular kind of tree is referred to in the passage before us, but there are abundant illustrations of the passage in the rows of willow, oranges, etc., that stand on the banks of these artificial streams in the East. The image is that of a tree abundantly watered, and that was flourishing.That bringeth forth his fruit in
his season - Whose fruit does not fall by the lack of nutriment. The idea is that of a tree which, at the proper season of the year, is loaded with fruit. Compare Psalm 92:14. The image is one of great beauty. The fruit is not untimely. It does not ripen and fall too soon, or fall before it is mature; and the crop is abundant.His leaf also shall not wither - By
drought and heat. Compare Job 8:16, note; Job 15:32, note. It is green and flourishing - a striking image of a happy and a prosperous man.And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper - This is a literal statement of what had just been put in a figurative or poetic form. It contains a general truth, or contains an affirmation as to the natural and proper effect of
religion, or of a life of piety, and is similar to that which occurs in 1 Timothy 4:8 : "Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come." This idea of the effect of a life of piety is one that is common in the Scriptures, and is sustained by the regular course of events. If a man desires permanent
prosperity and happiness, it is to be found only in the ways of virtue and religion. The word "whatsoever" here is to be taken in a general sense, and the proper laws of interpretation do not require that we should explain it as universally true. It is conceivable that a righteous man - a man profoundly and sincerely fearing God - may sometimes form
plans that will not be wise; it is conceivable that he may lose his wealth, or that he may be involved in the calamities that come upon a people in times of commercial distress, in seasons of war, of famine, and pestilence; it is conceivable that he may be made to suffer loss by the fraud and dishonesty of other men; but still as a general and as a most
important truth, a life of piety will be followed by prosperity, and will constantly impart happiness. It is this great and important truth which it is the main design of the Book of Psalms to illustrate. 3. like a tree(Jer 17:7, 8).plantedsettled, fast.byor, "over."the riverscanals for irrigation.shall prosperliterally, "make prosper," brings to perfection. The
basis of this condition and character is given (Ps 32:1).3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."And he shall be like a tree planted;" not a wild tree, but "a tree planted," chosen, considered as property, cultivated and
secured from the last terrible uprooting, for "every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up:" Matthew 15:13. "By the rivers of water;" so that even if one river should fail, he hath another. The rivers of pardon and the rivers of grace, the rivers of the promise and the rivers of the communion with Christ, are never-failing
sources of supply. He is "like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season;" not unseasonable graces, like untimely figs, which are never full-flavoured. But the man who delights in God's Word, being taught by it, bringeth forth patience in the time of suffering, faith in the day of trial, and holy joy in the hour of
prosperity. Fruitfulness is an essential quality of: a gracious man, and that fruitfulness should be seasonable. "His leaf also shall not wither;" his faintest word shall be everlasting; his little deeds of love shall be had in remembrance. Not simply shall his fruit be preserved, but his leaf also. He shall neither lose his beauty nor his fruitfulness. "And
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." Blessed is the man who hath such a promise as this. But we must not always estimate the fulfilment of a promise by our own eye-sight. How often, my brethren, if we judge by feeble sense, may we come to the mournful conclusion of Jacob, "All these things are against me!" For though we know our interest in the
promise, yet are we so tried and troubled, that sight sees the very reverse of what that promise foretells. But to the eye of faith this word is sure, and by it we perceive that our works are prospered, even when everything seems to go against us. It is not outward prosperity which the Christian most desires and values; it is soul prosperity which he
longs for. We often, like Jehoshaphat, make ships to go to Tarshish for gold, but they are broken at Ezion-geber; but even here there is a true prospering, for it is often for the soul's health that we should be poor, bereaved, and persecuted. Our worst things are often our best things. As there is a curse wrapped up in the wicked man's mercies, so there
is a blessing concealed in the righteous man's crosses, losses, and sorrows. The trials of the saint are a divine husbandry, by which he grows and brings forth abundant fruit. And, or for, as this particle is oft used, as Psalm 60:12 Psalm 108:13 Proverbs 4:17; this being the proof of that blessedness of a good man, which he had only asserted, Psalm 1:1.
By the rivers, i.e. a river; the plural number being put for the singular, as it is Judges 12:7 Jonah 1:5, and oft elsewhere. In his season, i.e. in the time of fruit-bearing; which being applied to the good man, notes either, 1. His active goodness, that he seeketh and improveth all opportunities for the doing of good, exercising godliness, justice,
temperance, charity, patience, &c., according to the several occasions offered to him. Or rather, 2. His certain prosperity and happiness, as may be gathered from the end of this verse, and the opposite state of the ungodly, Psalm 1:4,5; that he shall have the fruit or benefit of his godly life in due time, or when it is expedient for him; possibly in this
life, but assuredly in the next life. His leaf also shall not wither; his happiness is not short and transitory, as all worldly felicity is; but fixed and everlasting, like those trees which are continually green and flourishing: or, and (like a tree) whose leaf never withers. Whatsoever he doeth shall prosper; all his actions shall be crowned with success, and a
blessed end or effect: see Romans 8:28. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,.... Or, "for then shall he be", &c. as Alshech renders the words; and the Hebrew "vau" is often used for "then" (q). As Psalm 1:1 describe the man who is blessed, this points at his blessedness, and shows and proves him to be an happy man; for he is
comparable to a "tree": not to a dry tree, or a tree without fruit, or whose fruit is withered, but to a fruitful tree, a green and flourishing one; green olive tree, or a palm tree, or a cedar in Lebanon; to which David compares himself and the righteous, Psalm 52:8; and here such an one is compared to a tree "planted"; not to one that grows of itself, a
wild tree, a tree of the wood; but to one that is removed from its native place and soil, and planted elsewhere; and so designs such who are broken off of the wild olive tree, and are grafted into the good olive tree; who are planted in Christ Jesus, and in the church, the house of the Lord; of which transplantation the removal of Israel into Canaan's land
was an emblem, Psalm 80:8; and such a spiritual plantation is of God the husbandman; whose planting the saints are efficiently, Isaiah 60:21. And it is owing to the word, the ingrafted word, James 1:21, which is the means of this ingrafture, and to the ministers of it instrumentally; some of whom plant, and others water, 1 Corinthians 3:6. Moreover,
the happy man before described is like a tree that is situated "by the rivers of water", or "divisions" (r) and rivulets of water; which running about the plants, make them very fruitful and flourishing; see Ezekiel 31:4; and which may intend the river of the love of God, and the streams of it, the discoveries and applications of it to regenerate persons; and
also the fulness of grace in Christ, who is the fountain of gardens, the well of living waters and streams from Lebanon, to revive, refresh, supply, and comfort his people, Sol 4:15; as well as the graces of the Spirit of God, which are near the saints, and like rivers of water flow out of them that believe in Christ, John 7:38; to which may be added the
word and ordinances of the Gospel, which are the still waters, to which they are invited and led, and by which and with which they are greatly refreshed, and made fruitful. Arama interprets it of the waters of the law; it is best to understand it of the Gospel; see Isaiah 55:1; it follows, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; and so appears to be a
tree of righteousness, filled with the fruits of righteousness, the graces of the Spirit, and good works; which are brought forth by him under the influence of grace, as he has opportunity, and according to the measure of grace bestowed. His leaf also shall not wither; neither tree, nor fruit, nor leaf shall wither, but shall be always green; which is
expressive of the saints' perseverance: the reasons of which are, they are ingrafted in Christ the true vine, and abide in him, from whom they have their sap, nourishment, and fruit, John 15:1; they are rooted and built up in him, and established in the faith of him; and so they hold fast the profession of it without wavering; and whatsoever he doth shall
prosper; meaning not so much in things temporal, of which Arama interprets it, for in these the good man does not always succeed, but in things spiritual: whatever he does in faith, from love, to the glory of God, and in the name of Christ, prospers; yea, those things in which he is concerned, that are adverse, and seem for the present to be against
him, in the issue work for good to him: in short, such a man is blessed with grace here, and glory hereafter; and therefore must needs be an happy man. (q) Vid. Noldii Concord. Part. Ebr. p. 308. (r) "juxta divisiones"; Musculus, Hammond; so Ben Melech. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and {c} whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.(c) God's children are so moistened with his grace, that whatever comes to them, tends to their salvation.Page 2NASB 1995He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does,
he prospers.American Standard VersionAnd he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, That bringeth forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also doth not wither; And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.Berean Study BibleHe is like a tree planted by streams of water, yielding its fruit in season, whose leaf does not wither, and who prospers
in all he does.Douay-Rheims BibleAnd he shall be like a tree which is planted near the running waters, which shall bring forth its fruit, in due season. And his leaf shall not fall off: and all whosoever he shall do shall prosper. English Revised VersionAnd he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, that bringeth forth its fruit in its season,
whose leaf also doth not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.King James BibleAnd he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.World English BibleHe will be like a tree planted by the streams of water, that brings forth its
fruit in its season, whose leaf also does not wither. Whatever he does shall prosper.Young's Literal Translation And he hath been as a tree, Planted by rivulets of water, That giveth its fruit in its season, And its leaf doth not wither, And all that he doth he causeth to prosper.Psalm 1:3 Additional Translations ...LinksPsalm 1:3 NIVPsalm 1:3 NLTPsalm
1:3 ESVPsalm 1:3 NASBPsalm 1:3 NKJVPsalm 1:3 KJV Page 3Page 4NASB 1995How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!American Standard VersionBlessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, Nor standeth in the way of sinners, Nor
sitteth in the seat of scoffers:Berean Study BibleBlessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, or set foot on the path of sinners, or sit in the seat of mockers.Douay-Rheims BibleBlessed is the man who hath not walked in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stood in the way of sinners, nor sat in the chair of pestilence. English Revised
VersionBOOK I Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.King James BibleBlessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. World English BibleBlessed is the man
who doesn't walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers;Young's Literal Translation O the happiness of that one, who Hath not walked in the counsel of the wicked. And in the way of sinners hath not stood, And in the seat of scorners hath not sat;Psalm 1:1 Additional Translations ...LinksPsalm 1:1
NIVPsalm 1:1 NLTPsalm 1:1 ESVPsalm 1:1 NASBPsalm 1:1 NKJVPsalm 1:1 KJV Page 5BOOK I Psalms141The Two Paths(Matthew5:312; Luke6:2023)1Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, or set foot on the path of sinners, or sit in the seat of mockers.2But his delight is in the Law of the LORD, and on His law he
meditates day and night.3He is like a tree planted by streams of water, yielding its fruit in season, whose leaf does not wither, and who prospers in all he does.4Not so the wicked! For they are like chaff driven off by the wind.5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.6For the LORD guards the
path of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.Page 6The Triumphant Messiah(Acts4:2331)1Why do the nations ragea and the peoples plot in vain?2The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together, against the LORD and against His Anointed One:b 3Let us break Their chains and cast away Their cords.4The One
enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord taunts them.5Then He rebukes them in His anger, and terrifies them in His fury:61 have installed My King on Zion, upon My holy mountain.7I will proclaim the decree spoken to Me by the LORD: You are My Son; today I have become Your Father.c 8Ask Me, and I will make the nations Your inheritance, the ends
of the earth Your possession.9You will break themd with an iron scepter; You will shatter them like pottery.e10Therefore be wise, O kings; be admonished, O judges of the earth.11Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.12Kiss the Son, lest He be angry and you perish in your rebellion, when His wrath ignites in an instant. Blessed are all
who take refuge in Him.Page 7Deliver Me, O LORD!(2Samuel15:1329)A Psalm of David, when he fled from his son Absalom. 10 LORD, how my foes have increased! How many rise up against me!2Many say of me, God will not deliver him. Selaha 3But You, O LORD, are a shield around me, my glory, and the One who lifts my head.4To the LORD I cry
aloud, and He answers me from His holy mountain. Selah5I lie down and sleep; I wake again, for the LORD sustains me.6I will not fear the myriads set against me on every side.7Arise, O LORD! Save me, O my God! Strike all my enemies on the jaw; break the teeth of the wicked.8Salvation belongs to the LORD; may Your blessing be on Your people.
SelahPage 8Answer Me When I Call!For the choirmaster. With stringed instruments. A Psalm of David. 1Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have relieved my distress; show me grace and hear my prayer.2How long, O men, will my honor be maligned? How long will you love vanity and seek after liesa? Selah3Know that the LORD
has set apart the godly for Himself; the LORD hears when I call to Him.4Be angry, yet do not sin;b on your bed, search your heart and be still. Selah50ffer the sacrifices of the righteous and trust in the LORD.6Many ask, Who can show us the good? Shine the light of Your face upon us, O LORD.7You have filled my heart with more joy than when grain
and new wine abound.81 will lie down and sleep in peace, for You alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.Page 9Give Ear to My WordsFor the choirmaster, to be accompanied by flutes. A Psalm of David. 1Give ear to my words, O LORD; consider my groaning.2Attend to the sound of my cry, my King and my God, for to You I pray.3In the morning, O
LORD, You hear my voice; at daybreak I lay my plea before You and wait in expectation.4For You are not a God who delights in wickedness; no evil can dwell with You.5The boastful cannot stand in Your presence; You hate all workers of iniquity.6You destroy those who tell lies; the LORD abhors the man of bloodshed and deceit.7But I will enter Your
house by the abundance of Your loving devotion;a in reverence I will bow down toward Your holy temple.8Lead me, O LORD, in Your righteousness because of my enemies; make straight Your way before me.9For not a word they speak can be trusted; destruction lies within them. Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.b
10Declare them guilty, O God; let them fall by their own devices. Drive them out for their many transgressions, for they have rebelled against You.11But let all who take refuge in You rejoice; let them ever shout for joy. May You shelter them, that those who love Your name may rejoice in You.12For surely You, O LORD, bless the righteous; You
surround them with the shield of Your favor.Page 10Do Not Rebuke Me in Your Anger(Psalm38:122)For the choirmaster. With stringed instruments, according to Sheminith.a A Psalm of David. 10 LORD, do not rebuke me in Your anger or discipline me in Your wrath.2Be merciful to me, O LORD, for I am frail; heal me, O LORD, for my bones are in
agony.3My soul is deeply distressed. How long, O LORD, how long?4Turn, O LORD, and deliver my soul; save me because of Your loving devotion.5For there is no mention of You in death; who can praise You from Sheol?6I am weary from groaning; all night I flood my bed with weeping and drench my couch with tears.7My eyes fail from grief; they
grow dim because of all my foes.8Depart from me, all you workers of iniquity, for the LORD has heard my weeping.9The LORD has heard my cry for mercy; the LORD accepts my prayer.10All my enemies will be ashamed and dismayed; they will turn back in sudden disgrace.Page 111 Take Refuge in YouA Shiggaiona of David, which he sang to the
LORD concerning the words of Cush, a Benjamite. 10 LORD my God, I take refuge in You; save me and deliver me from all my pursuers,2or they will shred my soul like a lion and tear me to pieces with no one to rescue me.30 LORD my God, if I have done this, if injustice is on my hands,4if I have rewarded my allyb with evil, if I have plundered my foe
without cause,5then may my enemy pursue me and overtake me; may he trample me to the ground and leave my honor in the dust. Selah6Arise, O LORD, in Your anger; rise up against the fury of my enemies. Awake, my God, and ordain judgment.7Let the assembled peoples gather around You; take Your seat over them on high.8The LORD judges the
peoples; vindicate me, O LORD, according to my righteousness and integrity.9Put an end to the evil of the wicked, but establish the righteous, O righteous God who searches hearts and minds.c 10My shield is with God, who saves the upright in heart.11God is a righteous judge and a God who feels indignation each day.12If one does not repent, God
will sharpen His sword; He has bent and strung His bow.13He has prepared His deadly weapons; He ordains His arrows with fire.14Behold, the wicked man travails with evil; he conceives trouble and births falsehood.15He has dug a hole and hollowed it out; he has fallen into a pit of his own making.16His trouble recoils on himself, and his violence
falls on his own head.171 will thank the LORD for His righteousness and sing praise to the name of the LORD Most High.Page 12How Majestic Is Your Name!For the choirmaster. According to Gittith.a A Psalm of David. 10 LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth! You have set Your glory above the heavens.2From the mouths of
children and infants You have ordained praiseb on account of Your adversaries, to silence the enemy and avenger.3When I behold Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have set in place4what is man that You are mindful of him, or the son of man that You care for him?5You made him a little lower than the angels;c
You crowned him with glory and honor.6You made him ruler of the works of Your hands; You have placed everything under his feet:d 7all sheep and oxen, and even the beasts of the field,8the birds of the air and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.90 LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!Page 131 Will Give
Thanks to the LORDFor the choirmaster. To the tune of The Death of the Son. A Psalm of David.a 11 will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart; I will recount all Your wonders.2I will be glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.3When my enemies retreat, they stumble and perish before You.4For You have upheld my just
cause; You sit on Your throne judging righteously.5You have rebuked the nations; You have destroyed the wicked; You have erased their name forever and ever.6The enemy has come to eternal ruin, and You have uprooted their cities; the very memory of them has vanished.7But the LORD abides forever; He has established His throne for
judgment.8He judges the world with justice; He governs the people with equity.9The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.10Those who know Your name trust in You, for You, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.11Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in Zion; proclaim His deeds among the nations.12For
the Avenger of bloodshed remembers; He does not ignore the cry of the afflicted.13Be merciful to me, O LORD; see how my enemies afflict me! Lift me up from the gates of death,14that I may declare all Your praises that within the gates of Daughter Zion I may rejoice in Your salvation.15The nations have fallen into a pit of their making; their feet are
caught in the net they have hidden.16The LORD is known by the justice He brings; the wicked are ensnared by the work of their hands. Higgaion Selahb 17The wicked will return to Sheol all the nations who forget God.18For the needy will not always be forgotten; nor the hope of the oppressed forever dashed.19Rise up, O LORD, do not let man
prevail; let the nations be judged in Your presence.20Lay terror upon them, O LORD; let the nations know they are but men. SelahPage 14The Perils of the Pilgrim1Why, O LORD, do You stand far off? Why do You hide in times of trouble?2In pride the wicked pursue the needy; let them be caught in the schemes they devise.3For the wicked man boasts
in the cravings of his heart; he blesses the greedy and reviles the LORD.4In his pride the wicked man does not seek Him; in all his schemes there is no God.5He is secure in his ways at all times; Your lofty judgments are far from him; he sneers at all his foes.6He says to himself, I will not be moved; from age to age I am free of distress.7His mouth is
full of cursing, deceit,a and violence; trouble and malice are under his tongue.8He lies in wait near the villages; in ambush he slays the innocent; his eyes watch in stealth for the helpless.9He lies in wait like a lion in a thicket; he lurks to seize the oppressed; he catches the lowly in his net.10They are crushed and beaten down;b the hapless fall prey to
his strength.11He says to himself, God has forgotten; He hides His face and never sees.12Arise, O LORD! Lift up Your hand, O God! Do not forget the helpless.13Why has the wicked man renounced God? He says to himself, You will never call me to account.14But You have regarded trouble and grief; You see to repay it by Your hand. The victim
entrusts himself to You; You are the helper of the fatherless.15Break the arm of the wicked and evildoer; call him to account for his wickedness until none is left to be found.16The LORD is King forever and ever; the nations perish from His land.17You have heard, O LORD, the desire of the humble; You will strengthen their hearts. You will incline
Your ear,18to vindicate the fatherless and oppressed, that the men of the earth may strike terror no more.Page 15In the LORD I Take Refuge(Habakkuk1:1217)For the choirmaster. Of David. 1In the LORD I take refuge. How then can you say to me: Flee like a bird to your mountain!2For behold, the wicked bend their bows. They set their arrow on the
string to shoot from the shadows at the upright in heart.3If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?4The LORD is in His holy temple; the LORD is on His heavenly throne. His eyes are watching closely; they examine the sons of men.5The LORD tests the righteous and the wicked; His soul hates the lover of violence.60n the wicked
He will rain down fiery coals and sulfur; a scorching wind will be their portion.7For the LORD is righteous; He loves justice. The upright will see His face.Page 16The Godly Are No MoreFor the choirmaster. According to Sheminith.a A Psalm of David. 1Help, O LORD, for the godly are no more; the faithful have vanished from among men.2They lie to
one another; they speak with flattering lips and a double heart.3May the LORD cut off all flattering lips and every boastful tongue.4They say, With our tongues we will prevail. We own our lipswho can be our master?5For the cause of the oppressed and for the groaning of the needy, I will now arise, says the LORD. I will bring safety to him who
yearns.6The words of the LORD are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace, like gold purified sevenfold.b 7You, O LORD, will keep us; You will forever guard us from this generation.8The wicked wander freely, and vileness is exalted among men.Page 17How Long, O LORD?For the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 1How long, O LORD? Will You forget
me forever? How long will You hide Your face from me?2How long must I wrestle in my soul, with sorrow in my heart each day? How long will my enemy dominate me?3Consider me and respond, O LORD my God. Give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death,4lest my enemy say, I have overcome him, and my foes rejoice when I fall.5But I have trusted in
Your loving devotion; my heart will rejoice in Your salvation.6I will sing to the LORD, for He has been good to me.Page 18The Fool Says There Is No God(Psalm53:16; Isaiah59:117; Romans3:920)For the choirmaster. Of David. 1The foola says in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt; their acts are vile. There is no one who does good.2The LORD
looks down from heaven upon the sons of men to see if any understand, if any seek God.3All have turned away, they have together become corrupt;b there is no one who does good, not even one.c 4Will the workers of iniquity never learn? They devour my people like bread; they refuse to call upon the LORD.5There they are, overwhelmed with dread,
for God is in the company of the righteous.6You sinners frustrate the plans of the oppressed, yet the LORD is their shelter.70h, that the salvation of Israel would come from Zion! When the LORD restores His captive people, let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad!Page 19Who May Dwell on Your Holy Mountain?A Psalm of David. 10 LORD, who may abide
in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy mountain?2He who walks with integrity and practices righteousness, who speaks the truth from his heart,3who has no slander on his tongue, who does no harm to his neighbor, who casts no scorn on his friend,4who despises the vile but honors those who fear the LORD, who does not revise a costly
oath,5who lends his money without interest and refuses a bribe against the innocent. He who does these things will never be shaken.Page 20The Presence of the LORD(Acts2:1436)A Miktama of David. 1Preserve me, O God, for in You I take refuge.2I said to the LORD, You are my Lord; apart from You I have no good thing.3As for the saints in the
land, they are the excellence in whom all my delight resides.4Sorrows will multiply to those who chase other gods. I will not pour out their libations of blood, or speak their names with my lips.5The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; You have made my lot secure.6The lines of my boundary have fallen in pleasant places; surely my inheritance is
delightful.71 will bless the LORD who counsels me; even at night my conscience instructs me.b 81 have setc the LORD always before me. Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.9Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will dwell securely.d 10For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, nor will You let Your Holy
One see decay.e 11You have made known to me the path of life; You will fill me with joy in Your presence,f with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.Page 21Hear My Righteous PleaA prayer of David. 1Hear, O LORD, my righteous plea; listen to my cry. Give ear to my prayer it comes from lips free of deceit.2May my vindication come from Your
presence; may Your eyes see what is right.3You have tried my heart; You have visited me in the night. You have tested me and found no evil; I have resolved not to sin with my mouth.4As for the deeds of men by the word of Your lips I have avoided the ways of the violent.5My steps have held to Your paths; my feet have not slipped.6I call on You, O
God, for You will answer me. Incline Your ear to me; hear my words.7Show the wonders of Your loving devotion, You who save by Your right hand those who seek refuge from their foes.8Keep me as the apple ofa Your eye; hide me in the shadow of Your wings9from the wicked who assail me, from my mortal enemies who surround me.10They have
closed their callous hearts; their mouths speak with arrogance.11They have tracked us down, and now surround us; their eyes are set to cast us to the ground,12like a lion greedy for prey, like a young lion lurking in ambush.13Arise, O LORD, confront them! Bring them to their knees; deliver me from the wicked by Your sword,14from such men, O
LORD, by Your hand from men of the world whose portion is in this life. May You fill the bellies of Your treasured onesb and satisfy their sons, so they leave their abundance to their children.15As for me, I will behold Your face in righteousness; when I awake, I will be satisfied in Your presence.Page 22The LORD Is My Rock(2Samuel22:151)For the
choirmaster. Of David the servant of the LORD, who sang this song to the LORD on the day the LORD had delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. He said: 1I love You, O LORD, my strength.2The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my
salvation, my stronghold.3I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; so shall I be saved from my enemies.4The cords of death encompassed me; the torrents of chaos overwhelmed me.5The cords of Sheol entangled me; the snares of death confronted me.6In my distress I called upon the LORD; I cried to my God for help. From His temple
He heard my voice, and my cry for His help reached His ears.7Then the earth shook and quaked, and the foundations of the mountains trembled; they were shaken because He burned with anger.8Smoke rose from His nostrils, and consuming fire came from His mouth; glowing coals blazed forth.9He parted the heavens and came down with dark
clouds beneath His feet.10He mounted a cherub and flew; He soared on the wings of the wind.11He made darkness His hiding place, and storm clouds a canopy around Him.12From the brightness of His presence His clouds advanced hailstones and coals of fire.a 13The LORD thundered from heaven; the voice of the Most High resounded hailstones
and coals of fire.b 14He shot His arrows and scattered the foes; He hurled lightning and routed them.15The channels of the sea appeared, and the foundations of the world were exposed, at Your rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of Your nostrils.16He reached down from on high and took hold of me; He drew me out of deep waters.17He
rescued me from my powerful enemy, from foes too mighty for me.18They confronted me in my day of calamity, but the LORD was my support.19He brought me out into the open; He rescued me because He delighted in me.20The LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness; He has repaid me according to the cleanness of my hands.21For
I have kept the ways of the LORD and have not wickedly departed from my God.22For all His ordinances are before me; I have not disregarded His statutes.23And I have been blameless before Him and kept myself from iniquity.24So the LORD has repaid me according to my righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in His sight.25To the
faithful You show Yourself faithful, to the blameless You show Yourself blameless;26to the pure You show Yourself pure, but to the crooked You show Yourself shrewd.27For You save an afflicted people, but You humble those with haughty eyes.28For You, O LORD, light my lamp; my God lights up my darkness.29For in You I can charge an army, and
with my God I can scale a wall.30As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless. He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him.31For who is God besides the LORD? And who is the Rock except our God?32It is God who arms me with strength and makes my way clear.33He makes my feet like those of a deer and stations me upon the
heights.34He trains my hands for battle; my arms can bend a bow of bronze.35You have given me Your shield of salvation; Your right hand upholds me, and Your gentleness exalts me.c 36You broaden the path beneath me so that my ankles do not give way.371 pursued my enemies and overtook them; I did not turn back until they were consumed.38I
crushed them so they could not rise; they have fallen under my feet.39You have armed me with strength for battle; You have subdued my foes beneath me.40You have made my enemies retreat before me; I put an end to those who hated me.41They cried for help, but there was no one to save them to the LORD, but He did not answer.421 ground them
as dust in the face of the wind; I trampled themd like mud in the streets.43You have delivered me from the strife of the people; You have made me the head of nations; a people I had not known shall serve me.44When they hear me, they obey me; foreigners cower before me.45Foreigners lose heart and come trembling from their strongholds.46The
LORD lives, and blessed be my Rock! And may the God of my salvation be exalted47the God who avenges me and subdues nations beneath me,48who delivers me from my enemies. You exalt me above my foes; You rescue me from violent men.49Therefore I will praise You, O LORD, among the nations; I will sing praises to Your name.e 50Great
salvation He brings to His king. He shows loving devotion to His anointed, to David and his descendants forever.Page 23The Heavens Declare the Glory of GodFor the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 1The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands.2Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal
knowledge.3Without speech or language, without a sound to be heard,a 4their voiceb has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.c In the heavens He has pitched a tent for the sun.5Like a bridegroom emerging from his chamber, like a champion rejoicing to run his course,6it rises at one end of the heavens and runs its circuit
to the other; nothing is deprived of its warmth.7The Law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is trustworthy, making wise the simple.8The precepts of the LORD are right, bringing joy to the heart; the commandments of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes.9The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; the
judgments of the LORD are true, being altogether righteous.10They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb.11By them indeed Your servant is warned; in keeping them is great reward.12Who can discern his own errors? Cleanse me from my hidden faults.13Keep Your servant also
from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then I will be blameless and cleansed of great transgression.14May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in Your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.Page 24The Day of TroubleFor the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 1May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble;
may the name of the God of Jacob protect you.2May He send you help from the sanctuary and sustain you from Zion.3May He remember all your gifts and look favorably on your burnt offerings. Selah4May He give you the desires of your heart and make all your plans succeed.5May we shout for joy at your victory and raise a banner in the name of our
God. May the LORD grant all your petitions.6Now I know that the LORD saves His anointed; He answers him from His holy heaven with the saving power of His right hand.7Some trust in chariots and others in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.8They collapse and fall, but we rise up and stand firm.90 LORD, savea the king. Answer
us on the day we call.Page 25After the Battle(Proverbs21:131)For the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 10 LORD, the king rejoices in Your strength. How greatly he exults in Your salvation!2You have granted his hearts desire and have not withheld the request of his lips. Selah3For You welcomed him with rich blessings; You placed on his head a crown
of pure gold.4He asked You for life, and You granted it length of days, forever and ever.5Great is his glory in Your salvation; You bestow on him splendor and majesty.6For You grant him blessings forever; You cheer him with joy in Your presence.7For the king trusts in the LORD; through the loving devotion of the Most High, he will not be
shaken.8Your hand will apprehend all Your enemies; Your right hand will seize those who hate You.9You will place them in a fiery furnace at the time of Your appearing. In His wrath the LORD will engulf them, and the fire will consume them.10You will wipe their descendants from the earth, and their offspring from the sons of men.11Though they
intend You harm, the schemes they devise will not prevail.12For You will put them to flight when Your bow is trained upon them.13Be exalted, O LORD, in Your strength; we will sing and praise Your power.Page 26The Psalm of the Cross(Matthew27:3256; Mark15:2141; Luke23:2643; John19:1630)For the choirmaster. To the tune of The Doe of the
Dawn. A Psalm of David. 1My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?a Why are You so far from saving me, so far from my words of groaning?2I cry out by day, O my God, but You do not answer, and by night, but I have no rest.3Yet You are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.4In You our fathers trusted; they trusted and You delivered
them.5They cried out to You and were set free; they trusted in You and were not disappointed.6But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people.7All who see me mock me; they sneer and shake their heads:8He trusts in the LORD, let the LORD deliver him; let the LORD rescue him, since He delights in him.b 9Yet You
brought me forth from the womb; You made me secure at my mothers breast.10From birth I was cast upon You; from my mothers womb You have been my God.11Be not far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.12Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.13They open their jaws against me like lions that roar and
maul.141 am poured out like water, and all my bones are disjointed. My heart is like wax; it melts away within me.15My strengthc is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth. You lay me in the dust of death.16For dogs surround me; a band of evil men encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet.d 171 can count all
my bones; they stare and gloat over me.18They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.e 19But You, O LORD, be not far off; O my Strength, come quickly to help me.20Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of wild dogs.21Save me from the mouth of the lion; at the horns of the wild oxen You have
answered me!22I will proclaim Your name to my brothers; I will praise You in the assembly.f 23You who fear the LORD, praise Him! All descendants of Jacob, honor Him! All offspring of Israel, revere Him!24For He has not despised or detested the torment of the afflicted. He has not hidden His face from him, but has attended to his cry for help.25My
praise for You resounds in the great assembly; I will fulfill my vows before those who fear You.26The poor will eat and be satisfied; those who seek the LORD will praise Him. May your hearts live forever!27All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD. All the families of the nations will bow down before Him.28For dominion belongs to
the LORD and He rules over the nations.29All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will kneel before Him even those unable to preserve their lives.30Posterity will serve Him; they will declare the Lord to a new generation.31They will come and proclaim His righteousness to a people yet unborn all that He has done.
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against you shall prosper, and you will refute every tongue that accuses you. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and this is their vindication from me, declares the LORD. Isaiah 54:17 Isaiah 54:17 is one of the most quoted Bible verses and a source of encouragement for countless believers. For many, these words have become a personal
declaration of faith:No weapon formed against me shall prosper. However, in doing so its easy to lose sight of the context and miss the true meaning of Isaiah 54:17. In this blog post, we are going to look at Isaiah 54:17 in context. And in doing so we will see that this verse doesnt just speak to Israel thousands of years ago, but also has a powerful
message for us today. Whatever you are facing in life right now this passage offers encouragement and a powerful reminder of Gods sovereignty. Lets take a closer look at the promise of this verse and see what it has for us today. The Context Of Isaiah 54:17 To fully grasp what Isaiah 54:17 means, we have to start by looking at what led to these
words being written. The book of Isaiah is one of the most famous books of prophecy and one of the most important books in the Bible. Isaiah focuses on Gods judgment of sin and holds a strong emphasis on his grace. Its clear to see Christs coming redemptive work foretold.Isaiah also speaks of Gods holiness, justice, and grace, while also pointing to
the coming Messiah who will ultimately fulfill Gods promises. Isaiah 54 follows a powerful Messianic prophecy found in Isaiah 53, which foretold the suffering and triumph of Jesus. Chapter 54 shifts focus to a message of restoration and hope for Jerusalem. The city had been destroyed by the Babylonians, and the people of Israel were lost and
confused. Things were hopeless, and it seemed like Gods promises werent going to come true. In this context, Isaiah delivers a promise of renewal. The prophet paints a vivid picture of Jerusalems restoration, comparing the city to a barren woman who will bear children again, symbolizing Israels rebirth. God assures His people that their shame and
suffering will be redeemed. Isaiah 54:11-17 highlights Gods protection. God promises to not just rebuild Jerusalem but to make it grand. This is not just a physical restoration, but spiritual as well. Nothing and no one will be able to stand against Gods people. This is what leads us to the verse we are looking at. To help you better understand the
meaning of Isaiah 54:17 Im going to break this verse down into four sections. After this we will look at how this verse applies to our lives today. Isaiah starts this verse off by reassuring his readers that God is in control. Israel has faced enemies in the past and will face more in the future. And they might be tempted to look at the strength and weapons
of their enemies. But instead they should look at who has created all things. The word prosper means to succeed. In other words they will be ineffective. Israels enemies will not have lasting success against Gods people. At the end of the day God wins, and his people will prosper, not the enemies weapons. The promise of Isaiah 54:17 is that the
weapons yielded against Israel will be ineffective. In other words, that Gods promises are still true. Not only are weapons of steel ineffective, but so is the tongue that accuses. Gods truth will refute the lies of our enemies. Isaiah is encouraging his readers to not listen to the words and insults that are said against them. They are empty. Only Gods
words will prevail. That means that we do not need to worry about what others say about us or the direction culture tells us to go. Instead we should follow God because hes leading us to a place of prosperity. The promise to the nation of Israel in Isaiah 54:17 is that God will deliver them. This is a common theme all throughout the book and the entire
Bible. This passage is pointing us to the salvation we can find in the Lord. This is the heritage of Gods people. Even though things might look daunting from where we stand, God will lead us through. He is bigger than the storms we face. And nothing that comes against us will have the ultimate say. God will protect his children, and we will find victory
in him. The ultimate fulfillment of this promise is ultimately found in Christ. He will deliver his people. Dr Tom Constable says this about Isaiah 54:17, The historical setting for the fulfillment of this prophecy is the time following the Servants full redemption of His people. This full redemption will take place at His second advent. Even though Jesus
Christ died for our sins and defeated Satan during His first advent, He has not yet destroyed the effects of sin in the creation, including humanity, or punished Satan. He will do this at His second advent. Thus, the joy Isaiah described in this chapter will come to fruition during the Millennium, and thereafter, throughout eternity. Because of Jesus you
can confidently say no weapon formed against me shall prosper. Jesus has rescued his people and nothing can separate Gods people from their creator. Now that weve looked at the meaning of Isaiah 54:17 I want to end by looking at how this passage applies to our lives today.Heres two ways this verse applies to our lives today. When we face trials
and hardships its tempting to look at the weapons formed against us. And while the enemy that we are facing is strong, God is stronger. Therefore, we should lift our eyes and focus on God rather than whats happening around us. God will not let anything happen to his children. He is with you, he is for you, he will lead you. Look to him. Isaiah is
reminding his readers in this passage of Gods promises. They are in the middle of a storm and might be tempted to think Gods promises arent true. Isaiah is reminding them that just because God hasnt doesnt mean God wont. When the storms of life come it can seem like God isnt in control. But he is. Hes working everything together in his timing.
Our calling is to place our trust in God and hold onto his promises. God will lead you through whatever it is your are facing. You might also like: What Is The Armor Of God? (the powerful truth you need to know)
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