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Toefl	writing	sample

All	trademarks	are	the	property	of	their	respective	owners.	TOEFL	is	a	registered	trademark	of	Educational	Testing	Service	(EST).	This	product	is	not	endorsed	or	approved	by	ETS.	Table	of	ContentsTOEFL	writing	samples	provide	students	with	a	clear	view	of	the	exam	format.	Moreover,	sample	tests	are	beneficial	to	understand	the	type	of	questions
and	the	way	how	to	answer	them.	As	you	know,	there	are	two	types	of	tasks	included	in	the	writing	section:	Integrated	Writing	Practice	and	Academic	Discussion	Task.	From	the	following	information,	you	can	explore	a	variety	of	TOEFL	writing	topics	for	both	tasks.TOEFL	Integrated	Writing	Practice	Task	1The	first	task	of	the	TOEFL	exam	writing
section	is	the	integrated	writing	practice.	In	this,	you	will	first	read	an	article,	then	listen	to	a	lecture,	and	finally	have	to	answer.	The	topic	of	this	task	can	be	related	to	an	academic	background	or	an	argument.	Besides,	the	lecture	you	will	hear	can	be	based	on	additional	information	like	challenges	and	examples	to	oppose	and	suppose	the	topic.
Each	student	will	have	to	keep	the	answer	length	between	250-350	words.	Here	are	some	TOEFL	writing	samples	topics	given	for	the	first	task.Colonizing	AsteroidsPreservation	of	Cultural	HeritageProtecting	Peregrine	FalconsGender	Equality	and	Women's	RightsParadox	of	ChoicePoverty	and	Social	InequalityThe	PhoeniciansImmigration	and
MulticulturalismBronze	Age	CollapsePublic	Health	Initiatives	and	ChallengesQuick	Decline	SyndromeLifestyle	Choices	and	Their	Effects	on	HealthLiving	on	The	MoonAccess	to	Healthcare	ServicesMachu	PicchuClimate	Change	and	Its	ConsequencesRem	SleepConservation	Efforts	and	SustainabilityThe	Cave	of	The	HandsRenewable	Energy
SourcesVolcanic	Building	MaterialsEconomic	Globalization	and	Its	EffectsNew	Light	BulbsCultural	Globalization	and	IdentityMoai	of	Easter	IslandInternational	Cooperation	and	Conflict	ResolutionThe	Role	of	Education	In	SocietyMarket	Trends	and	Economic	ForecastsDifferent	Approaches	to	LearningEntrepreneurship	and	Small	BusinessChallenges
and	Innovations	in	EducationCorporate	Social	ResponsibilityAdvancements	in	Technology	and	Their	Impact	On	SocietyDemocratic	Governance	and	Political	ParticipationEthical	Considerations	In	Scientific	ResearchHuman	Rights	and	Civil	LibertiesEnvironmental	Issues	and	SolutionsInternational	Relations	and	DiplomacyCultural	Diversity	and	Its
SignificanceUrbanization	and	City	PlanningThe	Impact	of	Art	and	Literature	on	SocietyTrends	in	Leisure	and	RecreationWith	the	above	table,	you	have	read	TOEFL	writing	topics	for	integrated	writing	practice	tasks.Writing	for	an	Academic	Discussion	Task	2The	second	TOEFL	writing	task	is	an	Academic	Discussion	task.	Students	get	around	10
minutes	to	complete	this	part	during	the	exam.	For	this	task,	students	will	have	to	participate	in	an	online	discussion.	After	that,	you	will	read	a	question	that	is	written	by	a	professor	and	two	responses	that	are	mentioned	by	students.	Here,	your	job	is	to	read	the	content	and	write	the	answer.	For	this,	you	are	required	to	write	around	100	words.
Let’s	take	a	quick	look	at	TOEFL	writing	examples	for	task	2.Targeted	AdvertisingWork	From	HomeSocial	MediaOnline	ClassesGrading	StudentsSmart	PhonesTaxing	Unhealthy	ProductsLearning	StylesArtificial	IntelligenceInfluencersLongevityCelebritiesUniversity	SpendingStarting	a	BusinessEconomic	Growth	vs	the	EnvironmentSpace
ExplorationCity	SpendingPrice	ControlsCorporate	ImpactWebsite	ReliabilityTill	now,	you	gone	through	with	the	TOEFL	essay	examples	for	task	2.	Mock	Tests	Online	Classes	Small	Batches	Study	Materials	Start	Your	JourneySample	Questions	for	TOEFL	Writing	TasksMany	students	are	unaware	of	the	question	types	and	the	format	of	the	TOEFL
writing	section.	With	the	following	information,	you	will	be	able	to	read	TOEFL	writing	samples	with	answers	for	both	tasks.TOEFL	Writing	Task	1:	Integrated	Writing	(Living	on	the	Moon)Give	yourself	at	least	three	minutes	to	read	this	article:	Living	on	the	Moon	The	idea	of	colonizing	asteroids	has	long	been	a	topic	of	fascination	and	speculation	in
science	fiction	and	popular	culture.	In	recent	years,	however,	the	idea	of	asteroid	colonization	has	become	more	realistic	and	feasible,	thanks	to	advances	in	technology	and	space	exploration.	There	are	many	potential	benefits	to	colonizing	asteroids,	and	these	benefits	make	the	pursuit	of	asteroid	colonization	a	worthwhile	endeavor.	One	of	the	most
obvious	benefits	of	asteroid	colonization	is	the	scientific	potential.	Asteroids	provide	a	unique	environment	for	scientific	research	due	to	their	small	size,	low	gravity,	and	lack	of	atmosphere.	Research	conducted	in	these	environments	could	provide	valuable	insights	related	to	many	different	academic	fields.	Not	only	that,	but	asteroids	could	also	serve
as	stepping	stones	for	future	missions	to	other	destinations	in	the	solar	system,	such	as	Mars	or	the	moons	of	Jupiter	and	Saturn.	Another	benefit	of	asteroid	colonization	is	the	potential	for	economic	growth	and	development.	Natural	resources	mined	on	asteroids	could	create	new	industries	and	job	opportunities,	which	would	generate	significant
revenue	for	both	governments	and	private	companies.	Asteroid	mining	could	also	reduce	the	need	for	resource	extraction	on	Earth,	which	could	help	to	preserve	our	planet's	natural	environment.	In	addition	to	economic	benefits,	asteroid	colonization	could	also	have	important	implications	for	the	long-term	survival	of	humanity.	Asteroids	could	serve
as	potential	refuge	for	humans	in	the	event	of	a	large-scale	disaster	on	Earth,	such	as	an	asteroid	impact	or	a	nuclear	war.	Even	if	such	a	disaster	doesn’t	occur,	asteroids	could	provide	valuable	information	regarding	the	origins	and	evolution	of	the	solar	system,	and	how	life	emerged	here	in	the	first	place.	Next,	listen	to	the	lecture	below:Sample
Answer:Both	the	article	and	audio	are	about	the	aspect	of	establishing	a	human	settlement	on	the	moon.	The	text	is	about	three	reasons	why	it	would	be	extremely	difficult	to	settle	on	the	moon.	On	the	other	side,	the	lecturer	challenges	the	writer	of	the	article	and	gives	suggestions	for	each	of	the	reasons.Firstly,	the	author	indicates	that	the	moon
does	not	have	any	living	substances	or	air.	The	author	also	expresses	that	people	could	be	harmed	by	solar	radiation	and	meteorite	impacts	which	are	most	dangerous.	Besides,	he	says	that	it	would	take	an	extremely	long	time	to	develop	technology	if	think	about	solving	this	issue.	After	that,	he	gives	an	idea	to	use	low-tech	solutions	to	protect
humans	who	want	to	live	on	the	moon.	For	example,	lunar	soil	can	be	used	to	protect	settlers	from	radiation	and	protect	them	from	meteorite	impacts.Secondly,	as	per	the	article,	there	are	no	resources	available	on	the	moon	that	can	be	used	for	their	survival,	for	example,	soil	and	air.	On	the	other	side,	shifting	settlers	on	the	moon	can	be	so
expensive	that	nations	on	the	earth	would	not	want	to	waste	money.	However,	the	lecturer	in	the	audio	notes	that	there	is	water	which	is	the	biggest	resource	for	human	establishment.	He	mentions	that	water	is	situated	in	the	polar	regions	of	the	moon	and	can	be	used	to	make	breathable	air,	fuel,	and	even	food	without	using	soil.Lastly,	the	article
reflects	that	there	would	be	psychological	issues	related	to	establishing	a	lunar	colony.	This	is	the	reason	for	being	continuously	unreachable	on	the	moon	and	not	having	proper	access	to	artistic	experiences	and	landscapes.	On	the	other	side,	the	lecturer	in	the	audio	states	that	this	issue	can	be	solved	by	regular	communication	systems	on	the	earth
and	using	virtual	technology.	He	also	mentions	that	habitats	could	be	formed	with	open	spaces	and	light	which	is	natural	on	the	earth	can	help	to	reach	the	moon.Hopefully,	you	have	clearly	understood	the	TOEFL	writing	samples	with	answers	for	task	1.	Mock	Tests	Online	Classes	Small	Batches	Study	Materials	Start	Your	JourneyTOEFL	Writing	Task
2:	Academic	Discussion	(Corporate	Impact)Read	the	sample	question	carefully	to	answer.	Corporate	Impact	Professor:	Next	week,	we’re	going	to	spend	a	lot	of	time	in	class	discussing	the	positive	and	negative	ways	in	which	companies	affect	the	world	around	us.	Before	we	start	talking	about	that	in	class,	I	want	to	hear	what	you	think	about	the
topic.	So	here’s	a	question	for	the	message	board:	In	your	opinion,	what	is	the	best	way	for	a	company	to	have	a	positive	impact	on	society?	Sarah:	I	believe	that	companies	should	focus	on	making	their	operations	more	socially	and	environmentally	friendly.	While	charitable	giving	can	be	beneficial,	it	doesn’t	address	the	root	causes	of	serious	social
and	environmental	problems.	By	doing	business	in	more	responsible	ways,	companies	can	have	a	more	meaningful	and	lasting	impact	on	society.	Moreover,	if	they	attract	positive	attention	from	consumers	they	could	inspire	other	companies	to	do	the	same.	That’s	the	only	way	we	can	really	solve	today’s	problems.	John:	While	those	are	very	good
points,	I	think	that	companies	should	focus	on	charitable	giving.	Philanthropy	can	provide	immediate	relief	to	those	in	need	and	contribute	to	the	overall	well-being	of	society	right	away.	It	could	take	years	or	decades	for	business	changes	to	have	a	positive	impact	on	society,	and	most	people	just	can’t	wait	that	long.	Sample	Answer:This	is	a
challenging	topic	but	still	donating	to	charity	is	one	of	the	best	ways	for	companies	to	make	the	world	better.	According	to	me,	John’s	idea	of	charitable	donations	is	a	way	to	quickly	talk	about	the	serious	issues	that	many	of	us	are	facing.	In	addition,	some	major	issues	like	homelessness	and	food	insecurity	are	faced	by	many	companies.	But,	a	small
contribution	or	donation	can	save	someone’s	life.	As	mentioned	Sarah	raised	the	relevant	point	that	philanthropy	might	help	companies	attract	new	customers	but	she	did	not	say	anything	that	the	purchasing	decisions	of	people	are	based	on	cost.	Many	of	us	buy	cheap	products	even	if	they	are	sold	unofficially.	The	reason	is	that	the	economy	is	in
such	rough	rough	shape.	However,	they	just	can	not	afford	the	reputation	of	a	business	when	they	are	shopping.So	finally,	you	are	aware	of	the	TOEFL	writing	samples	questions	and	answers	for	both	tasks.	Looking	for	Best	Courses	to	Study	in	UK	?	Tips	for	TOEFL	Writing	Sample	QuestionsTo	enhance	your	scores	in	the	TOEFL	writing	practice	is
required.	Along	with	this,	if	you	know	which	strategy	you	need	to	follow	during	preparation,	it	will	be	easier	for	you.	That	is	why,	we	have	listed	some	tips	for	you	so	that	you	can	perform	well	in	the	TOEFL	writing	section	and	master	desired	scores.	If	you	take	the	TOEFL	writing	practice	test,	you	will	get	a	general	idea	of	question	type	and	answering
technique.Pay	close	attention	to	the	lecturer's	voice	because	it	will	be	played	once	and	you	will	not	be	able	to	hear	it	again.When	you	listen	to	the	passage	recording	try	to	make	notes	that	you	feel	are	important	for	the	answer.While	answering	use	the	paraphrasing	technique	and	write	the	solutions.Make	sure	to	master	some	key	areas	like	the	use	of
grammar,	transition	words,	spelling	errors,	and	clarity.In	addition,	you	can	also	master	the	exam	if	make	a	good	use	of	TOEFL	writing	samples	with	answers	PDF,	and	mock	test	to	familiarize	yourself.	ConclusionTo	conclude,	we	discussed	the	TOEFL	writing	samples	with	the	above	information.	Might	be	possible	that	you	were	unaware	of	the	question
type	and	answer	techniques,	particularly	for	this	section.	However,	you	also	read	the	sample	questions	along	with	the	answers	for	both	Integrated	Writing	and	Academic	Discussion	tasks.	Hopefully,	you	found	this	blog	helpful.	Apart	from	this	if	you	want	to	learn	everything	related	to	the	TOEFL	exam,	you	can	read	blogs	like	the	TOEFL	syllabus	and
TOEFL	templates.	After	reading	them,	you	will	get	more	clarification	of	the	exam	and	prepare	yourself	accordingly.TOEFL	Writing	FAQs1.	How	Long	Should	My	Essay	Be	in	TOEFL	Writing?You	must	try	to	write	at	least	250-350	words	in	the	TOEFL	writing	task	1.	On	the	other	side,	in	the	TOEFL	writing	task	2	the	answer	length	must	be	around	100-
150	words.2.	Can	I	Crack	TOEFL	Without	Coaching?Of	course	yes,	you	can	crack	TOEFL	without	coaching	if	make	a	proper	study	plan	with	use	right	kind	of	study	material	and	resources.3.	How	Can	I	Practice	Writing	for	TOEFL?Use	notes	to	form	ideas	and	structure	sentences	according	to	your	thoughts.	This	will	be	beneficial	for	you	to	improve	your
writing	skills	and	confidence	to	crack	tough	questions	in	the	exam.4.	How	to	Score	30	in	Writing	TOEFL?To	score	30	in	the	TOEFL	writing	plan	and	prepare	well	for	the	exam.	Also,	prefer	different	TOEFL	writing	samples	with	answers	to	become	familiar	with	the	exam	format.5.	What	Is	the	Writing	Pattern	for	TOEFL?There	are	two	writing	tasks	in
the	TOEFL	exam;	the	first	is	the	Integrated	Writing	task	for	20	minutes	and	the	second	is	the	Academic	Discussion	task	for	10	minutes.	Based	on	different	topics,	each	candidate	has	to	write	the	answers	correctly.	The	Writing	section	can	be	the	most	daunting	section	of	the	TOEFL.	You’ll	have	50	minutes	to	write	two	complete	essays	that	must	meet
multiple	requirements	and	show	a	strong	grasp	of	English.	Knowing	what	graders	are	looking	for	and	reviewing	TOEFL	Writing	samples	can	go	a	long	way	towards	helping	you	get	a	high	score	on	this	section.	This	guide	will	go	over	both	of	the	TOEFL	Writing	tasks,	explain	how	they’re	graded,	go	over	a	high-scoring	TOEFL	Writing	sample	for	each
essay	type,	and	end	with	TOEFL	Writing	examples	for	you	to	analyze.	The	TOEFL	Writing	Section	The	TOEFL	Writing	section	is	50	minutes	long	(broken	into	two	parts)	and	contains	two	tasks:	Integrated	Writing	and	Independent	Writing.	It’s	the	fourth	and	final	section	of	the	exam.	You’ll	type	both	essays	on	the	computer.	The	next	two	sections	will
explain	the	format	and	requirements	of	each	of	the	writing	tasks	as	well	as	how	they	will	be	scored.	TOEFL	Integrated	Writing	Task	The	Integrated	Writing	task	requires	you	to	use	listening,	reading,	and	writing	skills.	For	this	task,	you’ll	have	three	minutes	to	read	a	short	passage,	then	you’ll	listen	to	a	short	(approximately	two-minute	long)	audio
clip	of	a	speaker	discussing	the	same	topic	the	written	passage	covers.	You’ll	have	20	minutes	to	plan	and	write	a	response	that	references	both	of	these	sources	in	order	to	answer	the	question.	You	won’t	discuss	your	own	opinion.	During	the	writing	time,	you’ll	be	able	to	look	at	the	written	passage	again,	but	you	won’t	be	able	to	re-hear	the	audio
clip.	You’ll	be	able	to	take	notes	while	you	listen	to	it	though.	The	suggested	response	length	for	this	task	is	150-225	words.	For	this	essay,	you’ll	be	graded	on	the	quality	of	your	writing	as	well	as	how	well	your	response	represents	the	main	points	of	the	audio	clip	and	written	passage	and	how	they	relate	to	each	other.	Each	essay	receives	a	score
from	0-5.	For	both	essay	types,	you	can	check	out	the	complete	rubric	used	for	official	grading.	Below	are	key	points	from	the	Integrated	Writing	rubric.	(You	can	view	complete	rubric	for	both	essays	here.)	Score	Rubric	Notes	5	Successfully	selects	the	important	information	from	the	lecture.	Coherently	and	accurately	presents	information	from	both
the	lecture	and	the	reading.	Well	organized	with	few	language	errors.	4	Generally	good	in	selecting	the	important	information	from	the	lecture	and	reading.	May	have	minor	omission,	inaccuracy,	vagueness,	or	imprecision	of	some	content.	More	frequent	or	noticeable	minor	language	errors.	3	It	conveys	only	vague,	global,	unclear,	or	somewhat
imprecise	information	about	the	lecture	and	reading.	Key	points	may	be	missing.	Errors	of	usage	and/or	grammar	may	be	more	frequent	and	obscure	meanings.	2	Contains	some	relevant	information	from	the	lecture,	but	is	marked	by	significant	language	difficulties	or	by	significant	omission	or	inaccuracy	of	important	ideas.	1	Provides	little	or	no
meaningful	or	relevant	coherent	content	from	the	lecture.	The	language	level	of	the	response	is	so	low	that	it	is	difficult	to	derive	meaning.	0	Merely	copies	sentences	from	the	reading,	rejects	the	topic	or	is	not	connected	to	the	topic,	is	written	in	a	foreign	language,or	is	blank.	TOEFL	Independent	Writing	Task	For	the	Independent	Writing	task,	you’ll
have	receive	a	question	on	a	particular	topic	or	issue.	You’ll	have	30	minutes	to	plan	and	write	a	response	to	that	topic	that	explains	your	opinion	on	it.	You’ll	need	to	give	reasons	that	support	your	decision.	It’s	recommended	that	your	response	to	this	task	be	at	least	300	words.	You’ll	be	graded	on	how	well	you	develop	your	ideas,	how	well	your
essay	is	organized,	and	how	accurately	you	use	English	to	express	your	ideas.	Score	Rubric	Notes	5	Effectively	addresses	the	topic	and	task.	Is	well	organized	and	developed.	Displays	strong	and	consistent	language	skills	with	minimal	errors.	4	Addresses	the	topic	and	task	well,	though	some	points	may	not	be	fully	elaborated.	Is	generally	well
organized	and	well	developed.	Occasional	noticeable	minor	errors	in	structure,	word	form,	or	use	of	idiomatic	language	that	do	not	interfere	with	meaning.	3	Addresses	the	topic	and	task	using	somewhat	developed	explanations,	exemplifications,	and/or	details.	May	demonstrate	inconsistent	facility	in	sentence	formation	and	word	choice	that	may
result	in	lack	of	clarity	and	occasionally	obscure	meaning.	2	Limited	development	in	response	to	the	topic	and	task.	Lack	of	details	to	support	or	illustrate	generalizations	in	response	to	the	task.	An	accumulation	of	errors	in	sentence	structure	and/or	usage.	1	Little	or	no	detail,	or	irrelevant	specifics,	or	questionable	responsiveness	to	the	task.	Serious
and	frequent	errors	in	sentence	structure	or	usage.	0	Merely	copies	sentences	from	the	reading,	rejects	the	topic	or	is	not	connected	to	the	topic,	is	written	in	a	foreign	language,or	is	blank.	Top-Scoring	TOEFL	Integrated	Writing	Sample	Below	is	an	official	TOEFL	Integrated	Writing	sample	question	and	as	well	as	an	essay	response	that	received	a
score	of	5.	It	includes	a	written	passage,	the	transcript	of	a	conversation	(which	would	be	an	audio	recording	on	the	actual	TOEFL,	and	the	essay	prompt.	After	the	prompt	is	an	example	of	a	top-scoring	essay.	You	can	read	the	essay	in	full,	then	read	our	comments	on	what	exactly	about	this	essay	gives	it	a	top	score.	Integrated	Writing	Example
Prompt	You	have	three	minutes	to	read	the	following	passage	and	take	notes.In	many	organizations,	perhaps	the	best	way	to	approach	certain	new	projects	is	to	assemble	a	group	of	people	into	a	team.	Having	a	team	of	people	attack	a	project	offers	several	advantages.	First	of	all,	a	group	of	people	has	a	wider	range	of	knowledge,	expertise,	and	skills
than	any	single	individual	is	likely	to	possess.	Also,	because	of	the	numbers	of	people	involved	and	the	greater	resources	they	possess,	a	group	can	work	more	quickly	in	response	to	the	task	assigned	to	it	and	can	come	up	with	highly	creative	solutions	to	problems	and	issues.	Sometimes	these	creative	solutions	come	about	because	a	group	is	more
likely	to	make	risky	decisions	that	an	individual	might	not	undertake.	This	is	because	the	group	spreads	responsibility	for	a	decision	to	all	the	members	and	thus	no	single	individual	can	be	held	accountable	if	the	decision	turns	out	to	be	wrong.	Taking	part	in	a	group	process	can	be	very	rewarding	for	members	of	the	team.	Team	members	who	have	a
voice	in	making	a	decision	will	no	doubt	feel	better	about	carrying	out	the	work	that	is	entailed	by	that	decision	than	they	might	doing	work	that	is	imposed	on	them	by	others.	Also,	the	individual	team	member	has	a	much	better	chance	to	“shine,”	to	get	his	or	her	contributions	and	ideas	not	only	recognized	but	recognized	as	highly	significant,
because	a	team’s	overall	results	can	be	more	far-reaching	and	have	greater	impact	than	what	might	have	otherwise	been	possible	for	the	person	to	accomplish	or	contribute	working	alone.	Now	listen	to	part	of	a	lecture	on	the	topic	you	just	read	about.	(Professor)	Now	I	want	to	tell	you	about	what	one	company	found	when	it	decided	that	it	would
turn	over	some	of	its	new	projects	to	teams	of	people,	and	make	the	team	responsible	for	planning	the	projects	and	getting	the	work	done.	After	about	six	months,	the	company	took	a	look	at	how	well	the	teams	performed.	On	virtually	every	team,	some	members	got	almost	a	“free	ride”	…	they	didn’t	contribute	much	at	all,	but	if	their	team	did	a	good
job,	they	nevertheless	benefited	from	the	recognition	the	team	got.	And	what	about	group	members	who	worked	especially	well	and	who	provided	a	lot	of	insight	on	problems	and	issues?	Well…the	recognition	for	a	job	well	done	went	to	the	group	as	a	whole,	no	names	were	named.	So	it	won’t	surprise	you	to	learn	that	when	the	real	contributors	were
asked	how	they	felt	about	the	group	process,	their	attitude	was	just	the	opposite	of	what	the	reading	predicts.	Another	finding	was	that	some	projects	just	didn’t	move	very	quickly.	Why?	Because	it	took	so	long	to	reach	consensus…it	took	many,	many	meetings	to	build	the	agreement	among	group	members	about	how	they	would	move	the	project
along.	On	the	other	hand,	there	were	other	instances	where	one	or	two	people	managed	to	become	very	influential	over	what	their	group	did.	Sometimes	when	those	influencers	said	“That	will	never	work”	about	an	idea	the	group	was	developing,	the	idea	was	quickly	dropped	instead	of	being	further	discussed.	And	then	there	was	another	occasion
when	a	couple	influencers	convinced	the	group	that	a	plan	of	theirs	was	“highly	creative.”	And	even	though	some	members	tried	to	warn	the	rest	of	the	group	that	the	project	was	moving	in	directions	that	might	not	work,	they	were	basically	ignored	by	other	group	members.	Can	you	guess	the	ending	to	*this*	story?	When	the	project	failed,	the	blame
was	placed	on	all	the	members	of	the	group.	Directions	You	have	20	minutes	to	plan	and	write	your	response.	Your	response	will	be	judged	on	the	basis	of	the	quality	of	your	writing	and	on	how	well	your	response	presents	the	points	in	the	lecture	and	their	relationship	to	the	reading	passage.	Typically,	an	effective	response	will	be	150	to	225	words.
Summarize	the	points	made	in	the	lecture	you	just	heard,	explaining	how	they	cast	doubt	on	points	made	in	the	reading.	TOEFL	Integrated	Writing	Sample	Essay	The	lecturer	talks	about	research	conducted	by	a	firm	that	used	the	group	system	to	handle	their	work.	He	says	that	the	theory	stated	in	the	passage	was	very	different	and	somewhat
inaccurate	when	compared	to	what	happened	for	real.	First,	some	members	got	free	rides.	That	is,	some	didn’t	work	hard	but	gotrecognition	for	the	success	nontheless.	This	also	indicates	that	people	who	worked	hard	was	not	given	recognition	they	should	have	got.	In	other	words,	they	weren’t	given	the	oppotunity	to	“shine”.	This	derectly
contradicts	what	the	passage	indicates.	Second,	groups	were	slow	in	progress.	The	passage	says	that	groups	are	nore	responsive	than	individuals	because	of	the	number	of	people	involved	and	their	aggregated	resources.	However,	the	speaker	talks	about	how	the	firm	found	out	that	groups	were	slower	than	individuals	in	dicision	making.	Groups
needed	more	time	for	meetings,	which	are	neccesary	procceedures	in	decision	making.	This	was	another	part	where	experience	contradicted	theory.	Third,	influetial	people	might	emerge,	and	lead	the	group	towards	glory	or	failure.	If	the	influent	people	are	going	in	the	right	direction	there	would	be	no	problem.	But	in	cases	where	they	go	in	the
wrong	direction,	there	is	nobody	that	has	enough	influence	to	counter	the	decision	made.	In	other	words,	the	group	might	turn	into	a	dictatorship,	with	the	influential	party	as	the	leader,	and	might	be	less	flexible	in	thinking.	They	might	become	one-sided,	and	thus	fail	to	succeed.	TOEFL	Writing	Sample	Analysis	There	are	three	key	things	this	TOEFL
example	essay	does	that	results	in	its	high	score:	Clearly	presents	main	points	Contrasts	lecture	and	reading	points	Few	grammatical/spelling	errors	This	essay	clearly	organizes	the	three	main	points	made	in	the	lecture,	which	is	what	the	first	part	of	the	prompt	asked	for.	(“Summarize	the	points	made	in	the	lecture	you	just	heard.”)	There	is	one
paragraph	for	each	point,	and	the	point	is	clearly	stated	within	the	first	sentence	of	the	paragraph	followed	by	specific	details	from	the	lecture.	This	organization	makes	it	easy	to	follow	the	writer’s	thinking	and	see	that	they	understood	the	lecture.	Additionally,	the	essay	clearly	contrasts	points	made	in	the	lecture	with	points	made	in	the	reading.
Each	main	paragraph	includes	an	example	of	how	the	two	are	different,	and	the	writer	makes	these	differences	clear	by	using	words	and	phrases	such	as	“however”	and	“this	directly	contradicts.”	Stating	these	differences	answers	the	second	part	of	the	prompt	(“explain	how	they	cast	doubt	on	points	made	in	the	reading”)	and	shows	that	the	writer
understood	both	the	lecture	and	reading	well	enough	to	differentiate	between	the	two.	Finally,	there	are	only	a	few	minor	spelling	and	grammar	errors,	the	most	noticeable	of	which	is	the	incorrect	use	of	the	word	“influent”	in	the	final	paragraph	(it	should	be	“influential”),	and	they	do	not	detract	from	the	meaning	of	the	essay.	This	writer	shows	a
strong	grasp	of	the	English	language,	a	key	TOEFL	skill.	This	essay	shows	that	the	writer	understood	the	main	points	of	both	the	lecture	and	the	reading	well	enough	to	both	describe	them	and	contrast	them.	That,	along	with	the	relatively	few	mechanical	errors,	gives	the	essay	a	top	score.	Top-Scoring	Independent	TOEFL	Writing	Sample	Below	is	an
official	Independent	Writing	prompt	and	top-scoring	sample	essay.	Beneath	the	essay	we	analyze	what	about	the	essay	resulted	in	it	receiving	a	top	score.	Independent	Writing	Example	Prompt	DirectionsRead	the	question	below.	You	have	30	minutes	to	plan,	write,	and	revise	your	essay.	Typically,	an	effective	essay	will	contain	a	minimum	of	300
words.	Do	you	agree	or	disagree	with	the	following	statement?	Always	telling	the	truth	is	the	most	important	consideration	in	any	relationship.	Use	specific	reasons	and	examples	to	support	your	answer.	Independent	TOEFL	Writing	Sample	Essay	the	traditional	virtue	of	telling	the	truth	in	all	situations	is	increasingly	doubted	by	many	in	today’s
world.	many	believe	that	telling	the	truth	is	not	always	the	best	policy	when	dealing	with	people.	moreover,	the	line	of	a	“truth”	is	becoming	more	and	more	vague.	this	essay	will	explore	the	importance	of	telling	the	truth	in	relationships	between	people.	we	all	understand	that	often	the	truth	is	offending	and	may	not	be	a	very	nice	thing	to	both	hear
or	say.	lies	or	white	lies	often	have	their	advantages.	the	manipulation	of	white	lies	is	the	most	obvious	the	business	world.	how	many	times	have	we	heard	that	some	product	is	“the	finest”	or	“the	cheapest”?	how	many	times	have	we	heard	that	products	have	such	and	such	“magical	functions”?	advertising	is	about	persuasion,	and	many	would	agree
that	if	a	company	is	to	tell	the	absolute	truth	about	it’s	products,	no	one	would	be	interested	in	even	having	a	look	at	the	products.	the	same	logic	applies	to	human	relationships.	if	your	friend	had	worn	a	newly	purchased	dress	on	her	birthday	and	energetically	asked	you	if	it	was	a	worthy	buy,	would	you	freely	express	your	opinion	that	you	had	never
seen	a	dress	as	the	one	she’s	currently	wearing?	and	spoil	her	birthday?	unarguably,	hiding(entirely	or	particially)	the	truth	in	some	situations	can	be	quite	handy	indeed.	confrontations	and	disputes	can	seemingly	be	avoided.	however,	there	is	always	the	risk	factor	of	the	truth	emerging	sooner	or	later	when	telling	an	untruth.	the	basic	trust	in	any
relationships(businessman/customer,	friends,	parents/children)	will	be	blotched,	and	would	have	an	impact	on	the	future	relationship	between	both	parties.	the	story	of	the	“the	boy	who	cried	wolf”	fully	illustrates	the	consequenes	of	telling	untruths.	no	one	will	believe	you	when	you’re	telling	the	truth.	your	word	will	have	no	weighting.	in	addition,
another	“bad	factor”	of	telling	untruths	is	that	you	have	absolutely	no	control	over	when	the	truth(of	previous	untruths)	will	emerge.	untruths	breed	pain	in	both	parties:	tears	when	the	truth	is	uncovered	after	a	period	of	time;	fear	and	the	burden	of	sharing	a	“secret”.	in	the	long	run,	it	seems	that	hiding	the	truth	is	not	beneficial	to	either	party.
everyone	hates	betrayal.	even	if	it	is	the	trend	to	occasionally	hide	the	truth	in	relationships,	it	is	strongly	recommended	that	not	to	follow	that	trend	as	the	risk	and	the	consequences	of	the	truth	unfolded	overwhelms	the	minimal	advantages	one	can	derive	from	not	telling	the	truth.	afterall,	it	is	understood	that	relationships	are	founded	on	“trust”
which	goes	hand	in	hand	with	“truth”.	indeed	telling	the	truth	is	the	most	important	consideration	in	any	relationship	between	people.	always.	TOEFL	Writing	Sample	Analysis	There	are	three	key	things	this	essay	does	that	results	in	its	high	score,	and	each	is	explained	in	more	detail	below.	Is	well	organized	Uses	specific	examples	Few
grammatical/spelling	errors	The	essay,	like	the	first	one,	is	well	organized.	The	writer’s	position	is	clear	within	the	first	few	sentences,	and	the	rest	of	the	essay	elaborates	on	that	position.	Each	paragraph	begins	with	a	new	major	point	that	is	then	explained.	This	logical	flow	of	ideas	is	easy	for	readers	to	follow	and	shows	that	the	writer	knows	how	to
set	up	a	clear	argument.	Another	reason	the	essay	received	a	top	score	is	because	the	writer	used	specific	examples	to	make	her	point.	By	using	specific	examples,	such	as	a	friend	buying	a	new	outfit	and	asking	your	opinion	and	phrases	businesses	use	to	sell	products,	the	writer	makes	her	argument	stronger	and	more	concrete.	Finally,	despite	the
lack	of	capitalization	throughout	the	essay,	there	are	few	spelling	and	grammatical	errors,	and	the	ones	that	do	exist	don’t	detract	from	the	meaning	of	the	essay	or	make	it	confusing	to	understand.	This	shows	a	strong	command	of	English	and	the	ability	to	write	in-depth	essays	that	are	clear	and	get	their	point	across.	Where	to	Find	More	TOEFL
Writing	Samples	Below	are	a	list	of	other	places,	official	and	unofficial,	where	you	can	find	TOEFL	Writing	examples.	You	can	use	these	examples	to	get	a	better	idea	of	what	a	high-scoring	essay	looks	like	and	what	graders	are	looking	for	on	the	Writing	section.	Official	Resources	Official	resources	are	always	the	best	to	use	since	you	can	be	sure	the
essay	prompts	are	accurate	and	the	sample	essays	were	accurately	scored.	TOEFL	iBT	Writing	Sample	Responses	This	resource	contains	several	sample	essays	(including	the	two	sample	responses	used	above).	The	essays	from	on	this	site	received	different	scores	as	well	as	analysis	of	why	they	received	the	score	they	did.	This	can	be	helpful	if	you
want	more	information	on,	say,	what	differentiates	an	essay	that	got	a	“5”	from	an	essay	that	got	a	“4”.	TOEFL	iBT	Test	Questions	This	is	a	complete	practice	TOEFL,	but	it	does	include	several	sample	essays	along	with	score	explanations	so	you	can	get	a	more	in-depth	look	at	how	and	why	different	essays	received	the	scores	they	did.	Unofficial
Resources	There	are	numerous	unofficial	TOEFL	writing	samples	out	there,	of	varying	quality.	Below	are	two	of	the	best.	TOEFL	Resources	This	site	has	several	dozen	sample	essays	for	both	the	Integrated	and	Independent	Writing	topics.	There’s	no	scoring	analysis,	but	you	do	get	a	good	variety	of	essay	topics	and	essay	samples	so	that	you	can	get	a
sense	of	how	to	approach	different	essay	prompts.	Good	Luck	TOEFL	Good	Luck	TOEFL	has	seven	sample	Independent	Writing	essays	(no	Integrated	Writing).	There’s	no	scoring	analysis,	but	the	essays	and	prompts	are	similar	to	official	TOEFL	essay	topics.	Review:	Analyzing	TOEFL	Writing	Examples	Writing	can	be	a	particularly	tricky	TOEFL
section,	and	seeing	TOEFL	Writing	samples	can	go	a	long	way	to	helping	you	feel	more	confident.	For	TOEFL	Writing,	you’ll	need	to	write	two	essays,	the	Integrated	Writing	Task	and	the	Independent	Writing	Task.	Looking	over	the	rubrics	for	both	these	essays	and	understanding	what	graders	will	be	looking	for	can	help	you	understand	what	to
include	in	your	own	essays.	Both	essays	are	scored	on	a	scale	of	0-5.	Top-scoring	essays	generally	need	to	have	good	organization,	specific	examples,	answer	the	prompt	completely,	and	minor	spelling	and	grammar	errors.	It	can	also	be	useful	to	review	other	TOEFL	writing	samples	to	get	a	better	idea	of	what	a	great	TOEFL	essay	looks	like.	What’s
Next?	Looking	for	more	information	on	the	TOEFL	Writing	section?	Learn	all	the	tips	you	need	to	know	in	order	to	ace	TOEFL	Writing!	Want	more	tips	on	how	to	prepare	for	TOEFL	Writing	questions?	Check	out	our	guide	to	the	best	ways	to	practice	for	TOEFL	Writing!	Looking	for	a	great	TOEFL	prep	book?	A	good	prep	book	can	be	the	most
important	study	tool	you	use,	and	we	have	information	on	all	the	best	TOEFL	prep	books	you	should	consider.	Widely	accepted	around	the	globe,	TOEFL®	empowers	learners	everywhere	to	study,	work,	and	live	abroad	so	that	they	can	move	the	world	forward.	Created	by	ETS®,	the	TOEFL	iBT®	test	is	rooted	in	75	years	of	research	—	creating	an
equitable	assessment	to	measure	English	proficiency.	TOEFL	scores	provide	institutions	with	an	accurate	measurement	of	a	student’s	ability	to	use	and	understand	the	English	language	in	the	university	classroom	setting.	As	a	respected	barometer	for	university	success,	TOEFL	iBT	is	accepted	at	more	than	13,000	institutions	and	universities	in	160+
countries,	with	100%	of	universities	in	the	U.S.,	the	U.K.,	Canada,	Australia	and	New	Zealand	accepting	the	test	as	proof	of	proficiency.	The	impact	of	TOEFL,	however,	extends	far	beyond	test	scores.	TOEFL	supports	learners	throughout	their	journeys	—	before,	during,	and	after	assessments.	As	champions	for	each	individual’s	potential,	we
recognize	and	inspire	TOEFL	Takers	everywhere	to	become	forces	for	positive	change	and	make	the	world	a	better	place	for	everyone.	Learning	to	write	well	is	a	skill,	like	any	other.	This	skill	is	important	not	only	on	your	TOEFL	exam,	but	also	in	your	academic	and	professional	career.	The	TOEFL	Writing	section	consists	of	two	parts:	Integrated
Writing,	which	includes	reading,	listening	and	then	writing	a	summary/	comparison	piece	of	250	word	in	20	minutes	Independent	Writing,	which	involves	writing	a	four	to	five-paragraph	essay	of	300-350	words	in	30	minutes	The	following	free	sample	TOEFL	essays	illustrate	how	to	get	a	high	score	on	the	independent	writing	section	of	the	iBT.	By
reading	through	the	essays,	you	can	learn	how	to:	develop	any	topic	into	a	well-organized,	logical	answer	use	synonyms	to	paraphrase	the	question	use	a	variety	of	sentence	structures	&	grammatical	forms	begin	with	a	simple,	strong	introduction	create	body	paragraphs	that	flow	logically	develop	unity	by	linking	the	body	paragraphs	end	with	a
memorable	conclusion	Try	to	write	an	essay	each	day.	The	added	practice	will	enable	you	to	complete	a	strong	essay,	with	ease,	confidence,	and	speed,	on	the	day	of	your	TOEFL	exam	and	throughout	your	life.	Are	you	taking	the	TOEFL	and	looking	for	some	background	information	on	the	test?	What	does	TOEFL	stand	for	anyway?	Do	those	letters
mean	anything?	In	this	article,	we	explain	the	TOEFL	meaning,	give	a	brief	history	of	the	exam	and	its	name,	and	go	over	all	the	other	TOEFL	acronyms	you	need	to	know	before	you	take	the	exam.	What	Does	TOEFL	Stand	For?	TOEFL	originally	stood	for	“Test	of	English	as	a	Foreign	Language.”	However,	like	many	other	standardized	tests,	the
TOEFL	no	longer	uses	its	original	name,	and	the	acronym	no	longer	stands	for	anything.	Now,	TOEFL	stands	for	just	TOEFL.	The	TOEFL	is	a	standardized	test	that	measures	a	test-taker’s	mastery	of	the	English	language.	TOEFL	scores	are	primarily	used	by	universities	as	part	of	the	admissions	process	for	non-native	English	speakers.	A	Brief	History
of	the	TOEFL	and	Its	Name	Below	is	a	short	history	of	the	TOEFL	and	the	different	names	it	has	been	known	by.	From	its	creation	in	1963,	the	exam’s	official	name	was	the	Test	of	English	as	a	Foreign	Language,	which	was	commonly	abbreviated	to	TOEFL.	The	exam	was	created	as	a	way	to	measure	the	English	skills	of	non-native	speakers	hoping	to
attend	schools	where	English	was	the	language	of	instruction.	Looking	at	a	student’s	TOEFL	scores	helped	admission	officers	decide	if	that	student	had	a	high	enough	level	of	English	to	succeed	at	their	school.	The	original	TOEFL,	used	from	1964	to	1979,	was	completely	multiple	choice	and	tested	students	on	their	reading,	listening	and	grammar
skills.	In	1979,	the	TOEFL	was	revised	and	new,	optional	TOEFL	tests	focusing	on	writing	and	speaking	skills	were	added.	These	two	new	tests	were	called	TWE	and	TSE	(Test	of	Written	English	and	Test	of	Spoken	English,	respectively).	In	1998,	the	first	computer-based	version	of	the	TOEFL	(the	TOEFL	CBT)	was	released.	In	2005,	the	TOEFL	again
underwent	revisions	and	was	released	as	the	TOEFL	iBT,	which	is	the	version	of	the	exam	still	being	used	today.	The	TOEFL	iBT	combines	the	reading,	listening,	speaking,	and	writing	sections	into	a	single	exam	that	is	taken	on	the	computer.	The	TOEFL	iBT	has	an	increased	emphasis	on	integrative	skills	and	using	multiple	skills	at	a	time	to	answer	a
question.	Around	this	time,	the	creators	of	the	TOEFL	dropped	its	longer,	original	name,	and	its	acronym	became	the	official	name.	Today,	the	TOEFL	is	administered	in	over	130	countries	and	has	been	taken	by	over	30	million	people.	For	more	information	on	TOEFL	meaning	and	history,	check	out	ETS’s	guide	to	the	TOEFL	program	history.	What
Are	Other	Common	TOEFL	Abbreviations?	Now	you	know	what	TOEFL	stands	for,	but	there	are	many	other	acronyms	to	know	in	the	TOEFL	world!	Below	are	some	of	the	other	common	TOEFL	abbreviations	you	should	be	aware	of.	ETS:	The	Educational	Testing	Service	(ETS)	is	the	organization	that	designs,	administers,	and	scores	the	TOEFL.	They
also	oversee	other	standardized	exams	such	as	the	GRE	and	TOIEC.	TOEFL	CBT:	This	acronym	stands	for	computer-based	TOEFL.	The	TOEFL	CBT	was	the	first	version	of	the	TOEFL	to	be	taken	on	the	computer.	It	began	to	be	replaced	in	2005	by	the	TOEFL	iBT	and	is	now	no	longer	used.	TOEFL	iBT:	What	does	iBT	stand	for	in	TOEFL?	iBT	is	an
abbreviation	for	“internet-based	test.”	The	internet-based	TOEFL,	or	TOEFL	iBT,	is	by	far	the	most	popular	version	of	the	TOEFL;	97%	of	people	who	take	the	TOEFL	take	this	version.	It’s	taken	on	the	computer	and	measures	four	skill	sets:	reading,	listening,	speaking,	and	writing.	TOEFL	PBT:	The	paper-based	TOEFL,	or	TOEFL	PBT,	was	taken	by
people	in	areas	where	the	TOEFL	iBT	wasn’t	available.	It	has	now	been	replaced	by	the	revised	TOEFL	Paper-delivered	Test	which	is	taken	with	paper	and	pencil	and	tests	three	skill	areas:	reading,	listening,	and	writing.	TOEFL	ITP:	What	does	TOEFL	ITP	mean?	Its	full	name	is	the	TOEFL	Institutional	Testing	Program	Assessment	Series,	and	it	is	a
series	of	paper-based	tests	teachers	can	use	to	measure	their	students’	English	skills.	TOEFL	ITP	scores	won’t	be	accepted	by	universities	as	a	replacement	for	the	TOEFL,	but	they	can	be	used	as	English-placement	tests	in	schools	or	for	scholarship	programs,	among	other	uses.	IELTS:	The	International	English	Language	Testing	System	(IELTS)	is
the	other	main	exam	that	tests	for	English	language	proficiency,	in	addition	to	the	TOEFL.		The	IELTS	is	less	popular	than	the	TOEFL,	and	it	is	used	more	often	by	people	immigrating	to	the	UK,	Australia,	or	Canada	than	it	is	by	those	applying	to	universities.	TOIEC:	What	does	TOIEC	stand	for?	The	TOIEC	(which	formerly	stood	for	Test	of	English	for
International	Communication)	is	another	standardized	test	produced	by	ETS	to	measure	English	skills.	However,	unlike	the	TOEFL,	which	is	used	mostly	by	people	hoping	to	attend	university	or	graduate	school,	the	TOEIC	is	primarily	used	by	employers	to	test	the	language	skills	of	potential	employees.	TEFL:	This	acronym	is	very	close	to	TOEFL,	but
it	stands	for	something	entirely	different!	TEFL	stands	for	“Teaching	English	as	a	Foreign	Language”	and	it	refers	to	English	language	instruction	for	non-native	English	speakers.	It’s	also	possible	to	be	TEFL-certified,	which	means	you’ve	taken	a	class	and	possibly	an	examination	that	show	you	have	the	skills	needed	to	teach	English.	Recap:	What
Does	TOEFL	Stand	For?	TOEFL	used	to	stand	for	“Test	of	English	as	a	Foreign	Language,”	but	the	exam	no	longer	uses	that	name	officially,	and	now	only	goes	by	“TOEFL.”	While	its	name	has	changed	several	times,	the	TOEFL	meaning	has	remained	the	same.	The	TOEFL	was	created	in	1963	as	a	way	to	measure	the	English	skills	of	non-native
speakers	hoping	to	attend	a	school	where	classes	were	taught	in	English.	Over	the	years,	the	TOEFL	has	changed	to	test	more	skills	and	more	integrated	skills,	and	the	exam	has	gone	from	being	paper-based	to	primarily	computer-based.	There	are	lots	of	acronyms	associated	with	the	TOEFL,	and	knowing	the	key	ones	can	help	you	stay	organized	and
understand	the	exam	and	what	it	tests	better.	What’s	Next?	Now	that	you	know	the	story	behind	the	TOEFL,	are	you	ready	to	take	the	exam?	Read	our	guide	to	learn	the	seven	steps	to	register	for	the	TOEFL	so	you	can	get	the	process	started!	Not	sure	what	TOEFL	score	you	should	be	aiming	for?	Learn	what	a	good	TOEFL	score	is	based	on	the
schools	you’re	interested	in.	How	difficult	is	the	TOEFL?	Should	you	be	doing	a	lot	of	studying?	Learn	the	seven	hardest	things	about	the	TOEFL	and	reasons	why	it	may	not	be	as	challenging	as	you	think!	One	of	the	hardest	sections	to	prep	for	on	the	TOEFL	can	be	the	TOEFL	Writing	section.	After	all,	it’s	hard	to	find	a	native	English	speaker	who
will	correct	and	grade	your	essays	in	the	writing	section—and	even	harder	to	find	one	who	knows	the	test!	Never	fear.	In	this	post,	we’ll	look	at	sample	high-scoring	essays	for	the	first	and	second	tasks	and	then	break	down	what’s	good	about	them	(and	how	they	might	improve!)	In	this	post,	I’ll	also	provide	links	to	several	additional	TOEFL	Writing
samples	for	the	Independent	Writing	task.	And	there	will	be	two	TOEFL	Writing	samples	for	the	Integrated	Writing	Task.	These	sample	answers	will	come	with	full	Writing	Task	1	essay	questions.	Like	the	Integrated	Writing	questions	on	the	real	TOEFL	test,	the	prompts	in	this	post	will	include	a	reading	passage	and	an	audio	recording	of	part	of	a
lecture.	Table	of	Contents	Starting	at	the	End:	Writing	Task	2	Model	Essays	I’m	starting	with	the	second	task	on	the	Writing	section	of	the	TOEFL	exam.	Why	you	may	ask?	Well,	the	hypothetical	reader	that	I’m	having	a	conversation	with,	I’m	starting	with	TOEFL	Writing	Task	2	by	popular	demand.	Magoosh	gets	far	more	requests	for	Task	2	help
than	requests	for	help	with	Integrated	questions.	But	if	you	are	here	for	TOEFL	Writing	Task	1,	don’t	worry–	we’ll	get	to	that	first	task	right	after	this	section	on	the	independent	questions.	A	Few	Quick	Tips	on	Using	These	TOEFL	Writing	Task	2	Samples	Remember	that	TOEFL	Writing	Task	2	requires	you	to	give	a	personal	opinion	on	a	broad	social
issue.	The	TOEFL	Writing	topics	covered	in	task	2	will	likely	be	ones	you’re	already	familiar	with:	issues	related	to	things	like	high	school,	life	in	a	small	town	vs.	a	big	city,	how	governments	should	support	education,	dealing	with	co-workers,	etc….	Be	prepared	for	contemporary	topics	about	today’s	world	as	well:	social	media,	cell	phones,
technological	advances,	and	the	like.	Above	all,	be	prepared	to	share	your	personal	experiences,	while	still	following	the	rules	of	formal	academic	writing.	An	effective	response	is	personal	in	nature,	but	academic	in	tone	and	structure.	Give	a	main	reason	for	your	opinion,	but	also	use	reasons–	well	thought-out	ones–	to	support	that	opinion.	Use	the
Task	2	TOEFL	Writing	samples	shown	and	linked	below	below	to	build	your	own	writing	skills	and	write	your	own	TOEFL	essays.			A	Model	TOEFL	Writing	Task	2	Essay,	With	Commentary	CLICK	TO	EXPAND	If	you’re	doing	your	own	practice,	I	suggest	attempting	to	answer	the	prompt	yourself	under	timed	conditions;	then,	compare	your	essay	to	the
sample	essay.	As	you	make	that	comparison,	you	can	look	at	the	section	of	the	post	below	the	sample	essay,	in	which	we	break	down	why	this	essay	works!	For	our	prompts,	we’ll	be	looking	at	some	of	Kate’s	excellent	suggestions	in	this	post	on	TOEFL	writing.	Let’s	give	it	a	go	with	the	first	independent	essay	topic!	Prompt	Do	you	agree	or	disagree
with	the	following	statement?	Modern	life	is	easier	than	life	in	the	past.		Use	specific	details	and	examples	to	support	your	answer.	Sample	Essay	I	definitely	agree	that	modern	life	is	easier	than	life	in	the	past.	The	increased	use	of	technology,	rising	standards	of	living,	and	improved	healthcare	have	combined	to	make	our	lifestyles,	at	least	in	the	first
world,	luxurious	compared	to	lifestyles	of	the	past.	By	examining	three	specific	examples—personal	computers,	The	Lion	in	Winter,	and	vaccines—this	essay	will	demonstrate	that	this	improvement	has,	indeed,	taken	place.	In	the	first	place,	technological	advances	have	created	new	ways	to	take	care	of	mundane	tasks	quickly	and	easily.	For	example,
the	majority	of	Americans	now	have	their	own	personal	computers.	This	is	an	amazing	advance:	with	computers,	we	can	complete	tasks,	from	banking	to	ordering	groceries,	that	would	have	taken	hours	even	a	few	decades	ago.	Word	processing	is	common,	making	the	spread	of	information	much	easier	to	achieve,	and	education	is	available	to	all	for
free	through	online	courses	and	information	that	would	have	been	all	but	unattainable	for	many	up	until	the	end	of	the	twentieth	century.	The	sheer	amount	of	access	that	we	have	to	services	and	knowledge	through	these	machines	has	made	life	extraordinarily	easier.	Secondly,	our	standard	of	life	has	changed	through	advances	in	engineering,
architecture,	travel,	and	even	textiles.	Looking	at	a	film	like	The	Lion	in	Winter,	while	by	no	means	historically	perfect,	does	show	how	even	everyday	things	were	more	difficult	almost	a	thousand	years	ago.	Set	in	the	1100s,	the	film	shows	King	Henry	II	having	to	break	ice	from	his	water	bowl	to	get	water	to	wash	his	face—something	that	hot	and	cold
running	taps	have	long	since	saved	us	from.	The	queen	has	to	travel	to	see	her	husband	by	a	long	boat	journey,	which	would	be	almost	unthinkable	today.	Finally,	the	entire	royal	family,	even	though	they	are	royal,	is	wrapped	in	encumbering	furs.	Looking	at	what	was	once	the	highest	standard	of	living,	compared	to	the	average	first	world	standard	of
living	today,	we	can	see	how	much	easier	progress	has	made	our	lives.	Finally,	we	no	longer	live	in	fear	of	many	common	diseases	that	once	crippled	or	maimed	large	populations,	making	their	lives	much	harder.	For	example,	polio	used	to	strike	many	people,	in	some	cases	making	it	difficult	for	them	to	walk,	such	as	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt,	who	used	a
wheelchair.	The	invention	of	that	vaccine	in	the	1950s,	as	well	as	numerous	other	vaccines,	has	created	a	situation	in	which	we	no	longer	have	to	suffer	unnecessarily.	This	is	most	certainly	an	improvement	over	the	past.	In	conclusion,	life	today	is	definitely	easier	than	life	in	the	past.	Though	it	is	easy	to	read	stories	of	nobles	and	kings	of	history	and
romanticize	them,	their	lives	were	almost	certainly	more	uncomfortable	than	our	lives	are.	Nevertheless,	there	are	many	places	in	the	world	where	laptops,	modern	conveniences,	and	vaccines	are	rarely	found;	I	hope	that	current	generations	will	work	together	to	make	life	easier	for	everyone,	now	that	it	is	possible	to	do	so.	Essay	Evaluation	OK,	let’s
dissect	this	sample	essay.	Specifically,	we’ll	be	taking	a	look	at	what	the	author	did	well	and	points	upon	which	the	author	could	have	improved.	Now,	let’s	go	through	a	few	important	points.	First	of	all,	remember	that	the	TOEFL	essay	is	scored	holistically,	meaning	that	you	don’t	get	a	certain	number	of	points	off	your	score	(or	added	on)	for	the
absence	or	presence	of	different	items.	Rather,	the	scorers	grade	it	against	a	rubric,	seeing	which	points	from	the	rubric	best	describe	your	essay.	First	of	all,	a	thesis	statement:	we	want	this	to	be	immediate	and	direct.	By	immediate,	I	mean	that	it	should	show	up	within	the	first	few	sentences	of	your	essay.	Here,	the	author	does	this:	right	away,	she
writes	“I	definitely	agree	that	modern	life	is	easier	than	life	in	the	past.”	Remember,	we	don’t	have	to	be	terribly	nuanced	about	this.	Sure,	you	can	argue	that	it’s	easier	in	some	ways	and	harder	in	others—but	you’ll	have	an	easier	time	just	taking	one	position	and	sticking	to	it,	as	you	don’t	have	a	huge	amount	of	time	to	write	this	essay!	It	might	be	a
prettier	essay	if	this	author	eased	into	the	subject	by	providing	an	example	or	a	quote	to	start	with,	but	this	works	pretty	well	in	the	introduction.	Which	leads	us	to	another	point…an	introduction	and	a	conclusion.	This	author	has	them!	They’re	pretty	brief—given	more	time,	it	would	be	nice	to	have	a	quick	recap	of	the	points	she’s	made	here,	but
they	do	exist.	This	makes	the	structure	easier	to	understand	and	helps	the	scorers	to	see	right	away	that	you	understood	the	task	and	have	addressed	it,	fully	and	completely.	Next,	the	examples.	These	are	of	primary	importance!	The	examples	here	are	relatively	simple,	but	we	don’t	need	to	reinvent	the	wheel	(so	to	speak).	Notice	that	this	author
picks	examples	from	different	areas:	society,	a	movie,	and	history.	The	FDR	example	could	maybe	be	fleshed	out	a	little	more	and	elaborated	on	to	make	this	more	specific	and	slightly	stronger,	but	generally,	these	examples	do	make	the	author’s	point.	What	about	the	language?	It’s	pretty	strong	here.	The	author	varies	her	sentence	structure;	take	a
look	at	the	conclusion	for	an	example	of	this.	She	uses	transition	words	(“in	conclusion”),	although	these	are	sometimes	simple.	Finally,	she	also	shows	off	her	vocabulary	(“encumbering,”	“romanticize”),	demonstrating	that	she	has	an	advanced	grasp	of	English.	Is	this	a	perfect	essay?	Not	by	a	long	shot.	But	is	it	a	high-scoring	TOEFL	essay?	You	bet.
What	do	you	think?	Share	your	thoughts	in	the	comments	below!	(And	for	a	look	at	supporting	your	claims	in	TOEFL	Writing,	based	on	the	same	TOEFL	Writing	Task	2	topic	as	the	one	above,	check	out	TOEFL	Independent	Writing	Tips:	Support	Your	Claims.)	Additional	Task	2	TOEFL	Writing	Samples	On	our	blog,	we	have	quite	a	few	other	TOEFL
Writing	samples	for	the	Independent	Task.	Here’s	a	roundup	of	additional	models	you	can	look	to	as	you	refine	your	TOEFL	Writing	skills	for	the	second	task	and	aim	for	a	high	score.	TOEFL	Writing	Task	2	Question	With	Model	Answer	Here,	David	shows	you	a	TOEFL	iBT	practice	prompt,	and	a	model	answer.	Then,	he	breaks	down	the	grammar
features	of	the	answer	and	shows	how	a	good	model	answer	can	be	revised	and	made	even	better	with	greater	grammar	variety.	Since	there	is	a	revised	version	of	the	initial	response,	this	post	really	contains	two	TOEFL	Writing	samples.	TOEFL	Writing	Task	2:	Model	Brainstorm,	Model	Outline,	Model	Essay	This	model	essay	includes	examples	of
how	to	do	prewriting:	taking	good	notes	for	a	good	essay.	You’ll	learn	how	to	brainstorm	possible	main	ideas	regarding	your	opinion	on	a	particular	topic.	You’ll	then	learn	to	narrow	down	that	brainstorming	and	create	an	outline	that	highlights	your	main	point	and	your	supporting	key	points.	Finally,	you’ll	see	how	to	take	the	specific	points	from	your
outline	TOEFL	Independent	Writing:	Correcting	Disorganized	Answers	Our	blog	also	offers	flawed	TOEFL	Writing	samples	like	this	one.	Here	you	can	read	a	Writing	Task	2	model	answer	that’s	a	little	disorganized,	and	then	complete	some	activities	where	you	revise	and	improve	the	essay	yourself.	TOEFL	Independent	Essay	Mistake:	Unsupported
Claims	Here	we	have	two	flawed	TOEFL	Writing	samples	that	fail	to	fully	support	their	claims.	Each	essay	is	followed	by	advice	on	how	to	improve.	TOEFL	Independent	Writing:	Examples	of	Counter-Arguments	This	article	actually	contains	five	different	TOEFL	Writing	samples	for	Task	1.	Each	model	essay	is	a	slight	variation	on	the	others,	showing
different	ways	that	test-takers	can	handle	counter-arguments	in	TOEFL	Writing	Task	2	TOEFL	Writing	Task	2:	How	to	Use	Transitions	in	Your	WritingTo	be	clear,	this	link	contains	zero	complete	TOEFL	Writing	samples.	However,	it	does	include	a	model	introductory	paragraph	to	a	TOEFL	Writing	Task	2	essay,	along	with	a	tutorial	on	the	use	of
transitions	in	Independent	Writing.	Magoosh’s	TOEFL	Writing	Templates	This	guide	also	focuses	on	partial	TOEFL	Writing	samples,	although	it	does	also	have	some	complete	model	essays.	Our	templates	give	you	example	transitions,	phrases,	and	other	structures	that	you	can	memorize	and	apply	to	top-scoring	TOEFL	essays.	Introduction	to	TOEFL
Writing	Task	1	TOEFL	Integrated	Writing	prompts	can	be	challenging	tasks!	In	this	first	part	of	the	TOEFL	iBT	Writing	section,	you	need	to	do	the	following:	Read	a	short	passage.	Listen	to	an	audio	clip	that	featues	a	short	lecture	related	to	the	passage.	Summarize	the	main	points	of	the	audio	clip	as	they	relate	to	the	key	ideas	in	the	passage.	As	you
can	see,	this	TOEFL	Writing	essay	type	is	complex,	with	multiple	parts.	But	have	no	fear.	Magoosh	offers	sample	questions	and	sample	responses	for	this	task	as	well.	We’ll	start	with	the	task	below,	which	is	taken	directly	from	our	premium	TOEFL	prep	service.	(The	sample	essay	and	answer	explanation	also	come	from	our	premium	service!)	A	Model
TOEFL	Integrated	Writing	Task,	With	Full	Sample	Prompt	and	Commentary	CLICK	TO	EXPAND	Read	the	following	passage	and	continue.	American	literature	of	the	early	20th	century	saw	the	rise	of	a	number	of	influential	authors	writing	in	a	new	style.	Ernest	Hemingway,	F.	Scott	Fitzgerald,	E.E.	Cummings,	and	Ezra	Pound,	among	many	others,	left
an	undeniably	deep	impact	on	how	we	write,	even	today.	The	author	and	poet	Gertrude	Stein	is	sometimes	included	in	such	lists,	but	her	work	is	notably	less	influential	than	that	of	her	contemporaries.	For	a	number	of	reasons,	critics	have	often	pinned	her	work	as	an	eccentricity	worthy	of	little	more	than	a	historical	footnote.	For	one,	Stein’s	works
tend	to	be	inaccessible	to	the	reader,	primarily	because	she	did	not	clearly	communicate	thoughts	and	emotions	in	much	of	her	writing.	Literary	critic	Edmund	Wilson	asserted	that	Stein’s	shortcoming	was	that	she	took	many	of	the	concepts	that	underlay	Cubism,	a	style	of	painting	that	emphasized	visual	representation	without	clear	emotion	or
meaning,	and	attempted	to	apply	them	to	language.	This	resulted	in	work	that	relied	heavily	on	the	sounds	of	the	words	used,	rather	than	on	the	meanings	they	held.	Moreover,	Stein’s	work	rarely	included	conventional	punctuation.	Her	sentences	blend	together	into	long,	unbroken	chains,	without	commas	or	periods	to	signal	where	one	idea	ends	and
another	begins.	In	avoiding	punctuation	so	often,	Stein	made	her	prose	and	poetry	unnecessarily	difficult	to	decipher.	Few	authors	have	avoided	punctuation	in	the	same	way	because	it	simply	distracts	from	the	writer’s	message	and	adds	little	value	if	any.	Certainly,	it	is	easy	to	be	deceived	as	to	Stein’s	literary	influence	by	the	historical	importance	of
Stein’s	salon—regular	gatherings	in	her	home	frequented	by	a	number	of	renowned	artists.	However,	in	studies	of	American	literature,	the	work	produced	by	a	figure	is	far	more	valuable	than	are	their	social	connections.	Although	Stein	was	close	with	several	major	authors	and	artists	of	the	time,	that	fact	alone	does	not	give	her	real	historical
significance.	Now,	listen	to	the	lecture.	Click	here	to	listen.	Once	you’ve	listened,	summarize	the	points	made	in	the	lecture	you	just	heard,	explaining	how	they	oppose	specific	points	made	in	the	reading.	TOEFL	Independent	Writing	Task	1	Sample	Essay	The	professor	giving	the	lecture	on	Stein	disagrees	wholeheartedly	with	the	views	presented	in
the	text	that	her	class	had	read.	There	are	a	few	key	points	that	she	calls	specifically	into	question:	how	well	Stein	communicated,	the	refusal	to	use	punctuation,	and	the	importance	of	Stein’s	social	connections.	In	the	first	of	those	three	points,	the	professor	presents	an	argument	that	contrasts	starkly	with	the	text.	Whereas	the	reading	says	that
Stein’s	use	of	cubist	aesthetics	created	inaccessible	work—prose	that	did	not	communicate	to	the	reader—the	professor	brings	up	the	possibility	of	Stein’s	impact	on	later	poets.	She	argues	that	since	Stein’s	day,	poetry	has	shifted	to	rely	more	heavily	on	the	sounds	of	words	used,	rather	than	their	meaning,	and	that	Stein	was	likely	a	significant
influence	on	that	change.	Furthermore,	according	to	the	professor,	Stein’s	decision	to	omit	punctuation	from	her	work	was	not	merely	a	way	to	make	her	writing	more	difficult	to	follow.	Instead,	Stein	elaborates	in	her	own	essay	on	the	topic	on	why	she	viewed	punctuation	as	unnecessary.	The	professor	is	of	the	opinion	that	Stein’s	view	is	both	valid
and	unique,	one	that	we	should	contemplate	carefully.	And	finally,	in	her	lecture,	the	professor	points	out	that	Stein’s	influence	on	the	writers	and	artists	she	kept	as	friends	is	not	to	be	understated	as	merely	a	social	connection.	Although	the	text	claims	that	Stein’s	“salon”	was	only	of	historical	significance,	rather	than	literary	importance,	the
speaker	says	that	Stein	directly	affected	the	writing	style	of	Hemingway.	That	provides	clear	evidence	of	Stein’s	importance	in	the	development	of	literature	at	the	time.	Explanation	of	the	Sample	Essay	Above	Click	here	to	view	the	answer	explanation	video.	Where	to	Find	Other	TOEFL	Writing	Samples	for	TOEFL	Integrated	Writing	As	you’ve	seen,
TOEFL	Integrated	Writing	tasks	include	a	passage	and	an	audio	lecture.	Because	of	this,	free	TOEFL	prompts	and	TOEFL	Writing	samples	for	this	task	are	a	bit	less	common,	compared	to	TOEFL	Writing	samples	for	the	second	writing	task.	Still,	there	are	a	number	of	places	you	can	go	for	free	or	affordable	model	essays	for	the	first	task	in	the	TOEFL
Writing	section.	Let’s	start	with	the	other	free	TOEFL	Integrated	Writing	task	you	can	find	right	here	on	the	blog:	the	model	prompt	and	essay	(with	commentary)	found	in	Magoosh’s	complete	guide	to	TOEFL	Integrated	Writing.	The	model	essay	there	comes	with	two	additional	companion	posts:	a	tutorial	on	paraphrasing	in	TOEFL	Integrated
Writing,	and	a	guide	to	revising	your	work	in	TOEFL	Writing	Task	1.	Next,	let’s	look	at	free	TOEFL	Writing	samples	for	Task	1	from	the	most	authentic	source	out	there:	ETS,	the	official	makers	of	the	TOEFL	Exam.	ETS	includes	free	Integrated	TOEFL	Writing	samples	in	their	online	TOEFL	Writing	practice	sets.	And	on	TOEFL	TV,	ETS’s	YouTube
channel	for	the	exam,	there	is	a	video	tutorial	that	includes	a	model	Integrated	Writing	essay.	Note	that	neither	of	the	two	resources	above	contain	complete	prompts.	The	practice	sets	have	transcripts	of	the	lectures,	but	no	audio.	And	unforntuately,	the	TOEFL	TV	video	contains	only	partial	audio	from	the	lecture,	and	no	transcript.	The	good	news,
however,	is	that	you	can	find	full	prompts	and	full	TOEFL	Writing	samples	for	Task	1,	complete	with	scorer	commentary,	in	two	other	ETS	resources:	The	Official	Guide	to	the	TOEFL,	and	Official	TOEFL	iBT	Tests	Volume	2.	These	resources	are	not	free,	but	they	are	available	in	the	ETS	TOEFL	online	store	at	very	afforable	prices,	either	in	print	or	as
downloadable	eBooks.	TOEFL	Writing	Samples:	The	Takeaway	As	you	can	see,	a	variety	of	high-quality	TOEFL	Writing	samples	are	available,	both	from	Magoosh	and	ETS.	These	model	essays	can	help	you	understand	what	to	do	and	what	to	avoid	as	you	aim	for	your	own	top	scoring	essays.	And	again,	the	very	best	sample	essays	come	from	ETS,	as
seen	in	the	Official	Guide	to	the	TOEFL,	volume	two	of	Official	TOEFL	iBT	Tests,	and	the	other	official	TOEFL	Writing	prep	materials.	For	links	to	those	materials	and	other	resources	that	can	help	you	aim	for	a	good	TOEFL	Writing	score,	see	the	TOEFL	Writing	Scores	section	of	Magoosh’s	free	guide,	“Let’s	Tackle	the	TOEFL.”	And	of	course,	for	a
free	TOEFL	Writing	practice	test,	you	can	use	the	prompts	from	the	TOEFL	Writing	samples	in	this	post.	In	fact,	with	two	sample	prompts	for	Task	1	and	several	sample	prompts	for	Task	2,	you	have	two	free	TOEFL	Writing	practice	tests	just	from	this	article.	Want	more?	Consider	a	subscription	to	Magoosh	TOEFL.	You	can	even	start	out	with	a	free
trial	before	you	make	your	final	decision,	withour	even	having	to	enter	any	payment	information.	Above	all,	remember	that	TOEFL	essays	are	designed	to	measure	your	ability	to	do	real	college	coursework	in	countries	like	the	United	States.	So	it	helps	to	review	actual	college	writing	as	well.	To	help	you	with	this,	we’ve	compiled	a	list	of	places	to	find
actual	university-level	essays	from	real	students.	I	hope	all	of	this	has	been	useful.	Feel	free	to	ask	me	any	questions	you	have.	Just	leave	a	comment!	More	from	Magoosh
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