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English	is	full	of	confusingly	similar	words,	including	ones	that	can	be	used	right	next	to	each	other	in	a	sentence.	Among	the	most	common	mistakes	when	writing—especially	when	writing	something	quickly	like	an	email	or	text—is	using	you’re	and	your	incorrectly.	In	this	article,	we’ll	help	you	remember	which	one	to	use	every	time	so	that	when	it
comes	to	choosing	your	or	you’re,	you’re	your	own	best	resource.	You’re	is	a	contraction	of	the	phrase	you	are,	as	in	You’re	welcome	or	You’re	my	best	friend.	Your	is	a	possessive	adjective,	as	in	your	house	or	your	car.	What’s	the	difference	between	your	and	you’re?	You’re	is	a	contraction	of	the	phrase	you	are.	Easy	enough	to	remember.	For
example:	You’re	my	best	friend!	I	think	you’re	the	perfect	match	for	the	job.	Make	sure	you’re	healthy	before	you	start	training.	Any	of	these	sentences	would	read	the	exact	same	way	if	you	are	replaced	you’re.	Your	is	a	possessive	adjective	used	to	show	ownership.	It	is	not	a	contraction.	Your	is	usually	followed	by	a	noun	(including	gerunds).	For
example:	Your	hair	looks	great	today!	I	wish	I	had	your	energy.	Has	all	your	running	around	made	you	tired?	If	you	added	you	are	in	the	place	of	your	in	these	sentences,	they	would	not	make	sense.	A	big	reason	why	people	get	these	confused	is	the	association	of	apostrophes	with	possession,	which	is	based	on	the	common	addition	of	‘s	to	a	person’s
name	to	show	possession,	as	in	George’s	house	or	Susan’s	car.	And	that	makes	it	easy	to	forget	the	differences	between	your	and	you’re	when	in	the	thick	of	writing.	But	don’t	fret,	there	are	ways	to	remember	whether	you	need	your	or	you’re.	When	to	use	your	and	you’re	Your	first	line	of	defense	is	to	stop	the	mistake	before	it	reaches	the	page.
Identify	which	of	the	words	has	the	apostrophe.	Step	2:	reread	your	writing	and	say	“you	are”	instead	of	using	the	contraction.	This	editing	tip	will	snuff	out	most	misuse	of	the	two	words.	Let’s	test	your	new	skills.	Can	you	identify	if	your	and	you’re	are	used	correctly	in	these	sentences?	Your	so	talented	at	playing	you’re	piano.	It’s	important	you
express	you’re	emotions.	Washing	your	clothes	is	necessary.	Both	your	and	you’re	are	incorrectly	used	in	the	first	sentence;	they	should	be	switched.	It	should	look	like	this	instead:	You’re	so	talented	at	playing	your	piano.	In	the	second	sentence,	your	is	the	correct	word	to	use.	The	third	sentence	is	correct.	How	did	you	do?	Thankfully,	once	you
understand	the	key	differences,	the	correct	use	of	these	terms	should	be	the	least	of	your	worries.	You	can	move	on	to	other	frequently	mixed-up	pairs,	like	its	and	it’s!	Prove	your	grammar	chops	with	this	quiz	on	you’re	vs.	your!	One	of	the	most	common	mistakes	when	writing	is	misusing	your	and	you’re.	As	with	other	homophones,	your	and	you’re
sound	the	same	but	have	different	meanings	and	spellings.	The	word	you’re	is	a	contraction	of	you	and	are,	while	your	is	a	possessive	adjective.	If	you’re	ever	in	doubt	about	which	word	is	grammatically	correct,	replace	the	word	in	question	with	you	are.	If	everything	still	makes	sense,	you’ve	got	it	right.	One	reason	these	two	words	get	confused	is
the	apostrophe	in	you’re.	Typically,	apostrophes	indicate	possession;	for	example,	My	mom’s	dog.	However,	in	a	contraction,	an	apostrophe	replaces	one	or	more	missing	letters;	for	instance,	the	a	in	are	is	omitted	when	you	and	are	form	you’re.	In	this	article,	we’ll	look	at	the	differences	between	your	and	you’re,	including	when	to	use	them,	and
provide	illustrative	examples.	Grammarly	helps	you	communicate	confidently	Your	and	you’re	definitions	Your	is	the	possessive	form	of	the	pronoun	you	and	indicates	ownership.	It	is	most	often	used	as	a	second-person	possessive	adjective,	meaning	it’s	usually	followed	by	a	noun	that	belongs	to	or	is	associated	with	you.	Here’s	an	example:	Washing
the	dishes	is	your	responsibility.	You’re	is	a	contraction	that	condenses	the	pronoun	you	and	the	verb	are	into	one	word.	It	is	used	to	express	a	state	of	being	or	to	describe	someone.	You’re	doing	a	great	job	washing	the	dishes.	By	understanding	that	these	words	mean	different	things,	you’ll	be	able	to	differentiate	between	the	two.	Remember:	The
trick	is	to	insert	you	are	in	place	of	the	word	in	question.	If	the	sentence	still	makes	sense,	you’re	good	to	go.	When	to	use	your	Your	is	a	possessive	adjective,	which	is	used	to	indicate	ownership.	It	is	also	used	to	express	a	relationship	between	the	person	being	referred	to	and	something	that	belongs	to	them.	Here	are	some	instances	when	using	your
is	correct:	Possession:	Use	your	to	show	that	something	belongs	to	the	person	you	are	addressing.	Is	this	your	phone?	Relationships:	Use	your	to	denote	a	relationship	between	the	person	you	are	addressing	and	someone	or	something	else.	She	met	your	sister	yesterday.	Descriptions:	Use	your	to	describe	something	that	is	closely	associated	with	or
characteristic	of	the	person	you	are	addressing.	We	think	your	sense	of	humor	is	outrageous.	In	general,	your	demonstrates	possession,	which	makes	it	all	the	more	crucial	to	use	the	word	correctly	to	convey	ownership	and	avoid	confusion.	When	to	use	you’re	You’re	can	express	a	state	of	being	or	describe	someone.	Here	are	some	examples	when
using	you’re	is	correct:	Describing	someone:	Use	you’re	to	state	a	characteristic	or	attribute	of	a	person	being	addressed.	(Notice	that	your	is	used	to	describe	something	associated	with	a	person,	while	you’re	is	used	to	describe	a	person.)	You’re	always	on	time.	State	of	being:	Use	you’re	to	indicate	a	particular	state	or	condition	of	the	person	you	are
addressing.	You’re	being	really	helpful	today.	Verbal	contraction:	Use	you’re	as	a	shortened	form	of	you	are	to	make	your	speech	or	writing	simpler	and	more	conversational.	I	know	you’re	going	to	love	this	movie.	In	these	cases,	you’re	is	used	to	convey	a	quality,	attribute,	or	state	of	being	related	to	the	person	you	are	speaking	to	or	who	will	receive
your	writing.	8	your	and	you’re	examples	It’s	important	that	you	talk	about	your	feelings.	Your	outfit	today	is	on	trend.	Have	you	decided	where	you’re	going	this	summer?	Please	let	me	know	when	you’re	back	at	your	desk.	I	can	tell	by	your	smile	that	you’re	happy	about	the	news.	Your	assignment	is	to	write	about	something	you’re	proud	of.	Felix
mentioned	you’re	buying	a	house.	What’s	your	new	address?	Your	and	you’re	FAQs	What’s	the	difference	between	your	and	you’re?	Your	is	the	possessive	form	of	the	pronoun	you;	you’re	is	a	contraction	of	the	words	you	and	are.	Why	are	they	easy	to	confuse?	Your	and	you’re	are	commonly	mixed	up	because	they	sound	the	same	when	spoken	aloud,
though	they	have	different	spellings	and	meanings.	When	should	you	use	your	vs.	you’re?	Your	should	be	used	to	indicate	possession	or	ownership,	while	you’re	always	indicates	the	contraction	of	you	are.	If	you’re	struggling,	you	can	swap	out	the	word	in	question	with	you	are	to	see	if	your	sentence	still	makes	sense.	Your	and	you’re	have	different
definitions,	different	spellings,	but	the	same	pronunciation.	In	other	words,	they’re	homophones.	This	is	the	perfect	recipe	to	cause	confusion	when	trying	to	write	and	differentiate	these	words.	But	don’t	worry.	We’re	going	to	teach	you	what	these	two	words	mean	and	when	to	use	them	correctly	so	that	you’re	never	in	doubt	about	your	spelling
abilities	ever	again.	“Your”	vs.	“You’re”Your	is	a	possessive	adjective,	whereas	you’re	is	a	contraction	of	you	are.	Your	dog	is	extremely	well-behaved.	You’re	doing	a	great	job	training	that	dog.	What	Does	“Your”	Mean?	Your	is	used	to	show	possession.	Your	hair	looks	lovely	today.	I	hope	your	day	goes	well.	When	is	your	next	available	appointment?
Remember,	possessive	adjectives,	like	its,	are	not	spelled	with	an	apostrophe.	What	Does	“You’re”	Mean?	You’re	is	the	contracted	form	of	you	are.	You’re	right,	it’s	cold	outside.	This	is	why	you’re	at	the	top	of	the	class.	You’re	never	going	to	believe	what	happened.	If	ever	you’re	in	doubt	about	which	word	to	use,	replace	the	word	in	question	with	you
are.	If	the	sentence	still	makes	sense,	you’ve	got	it	right!	Your	Christmas	decorations	look	great.	You	are	Christmas	decorations	look	great.	You’re	going	to	the	show,	right?	You	are	going	to	the	show,	right?	Your	explanation	was	helpful.	You	are	explanation	was	helpful.	There’s	no	way	you’re	buying	that.	There’s	no	way	you	are	buying	that.	“Your”	and
“You’re”	Examples	Do	you	need	more	examples	of	sentences	with	your	and	you’re?	Here	you	go:	Understanding	the	Difference	Between	“Your”	and	“You’re”	Imagine	one	day	you	want	to	catch	up	with	a	friend,	so	you	message	her	asking	“what’s	on	your	mind?”	If	she	answers,	“your	dinner,”	be	delighted	that	she	may	be	treating	you	to	some	food
soon.	On	the	other	hand,	if	she	replies,	“you’re	dinner,”	maybe	it’s	best	to	steer	clear	from	her	for	a	bit.	In	all	seriousness,	mistakes	happen,	even	if	you’re	aware	of	the	differences	between	your	and	you’re.	LanguageTool	is	an	intelligent	writing	assistant	that	can	detect	various	types	of	errors,	regardless	of	how	common	or	complex.	It	supports	more
than	30	languages	and	is	free	to	try:	Your	not	going	to	believe	what	happened	to	me.	home▸sitemap▸A-Z	confused	words	▸you're	or	your?	"You're"	and	"your"	are	easy	to	confuse	because	they	sound	identical.	You're	"You're"	is	short	for	"you	are."	For	example:	You're	rich	now!	Does	she	think	you're	happy?	Your	"Your"	is	to	show	something	belongs	to
"you"	or	is	related	to	"you."	For	example:	Your	answer	is	correct.	("Answer"	belongs	to	you.)	Your	uncle	has	a	Roman	nose.	("Uncle"	is	related	to	you.)	Mistakes	involving	"you're"	and	"your"	will	damage	your	reputation	as	a	writer.	You're	"You're"	is	a	contraction	of	"you	are."	It	has	no	other	uses.	This	is	a	100%	rule.	If	you	cannot	expand	it	to	"you	are"
in	your	sentence,	then	it	is	wrong.	Example	sentences	with	"you're":	The	trouble	with	the	rat	race	is	that	even	if	you	win,	you're	still	a	rat.	(Actress	Lily	Tomlin)	(This	expands	to	"you	are,"	so	it	is	correct.)	Doing	nothing	is	very	hard	to	do.	You	never	know	when	you're	finished.	(Actor	Leslie	Nielsen)	(This	expands	to	"you	are,"	so	it	is	correct.)	Please	ask
Joan	to	post	the	parcel	when	you're	in	London.	(This	expands	to	"you	are,"	so	it	is	correct.)	You	said	that	you	couldn't	believe	you're	ears.	(This	does	not	expand	to	"you	are,"	so	it	is	wrong.	It	should	be	"your.")	"Your"	is	a	possessive	determiner.	(Other	possessive	determiners	are	"my,"	"your,"	"his,"	"her,"	"its,"	"our,"	and	"their.")	"Your"	is	used	before	a
word	one	of	three	reasons:	(1)	To	show	it	belongs	to	"you."	For	example:	your	car,	your	arm,	your	dog	(2)	To	show	it	is	of	"you."	For	example:	your	picture,	your	photograph,	your	portrait	(3)	To	show	it	is	related	to	"you."	For	example:	your	uncle,	your	mother,	your	sibling	Here	are	some	more	example	sentences	with	"your":	Our	expert	will	answer
your	questions	about	pensions	and	savings.	(This	means	the	questions	belonging	to	"you.")	Pin	your	photograph	to	the	top	of	the	application.	(This	means	the	photograph	of	"you.")	Sarah	doesn't	look	like	your	sister.	(This	means	related	to	"you.")	If	you	are	unsure	whether	to	write	"you're	welcome"	and	"your	welcome,"	then	you	almost	certainly	want
"you're	welcome."	"You're	welcome"	and	"your	welcome"	are	both	possible,	but	they	mean	different	things.	You're	Welcome	"You're	welcome"	(which	means	"you	are	welcome")	is	by	far	the	most	common	as	it	is	the	correct	response	to	"thank	you."	For	example:	Your	dinner	is	ready.		Thank	you.You're	welcome.	Your	Welcome	"Your	welcome"	is	less
common.	It	means	the	"welcome	of	you."	For	example:	We	enjoyed	your	welcome.	We	enjoyed	your	warm	welcome.	(If	you	can	put	the	word	"warm"	between	"your"	and	"welcome,"	then	you	need	"your	welcome"	not	"you're	welcome.")	As	a	general	rule,	contractions	(e.g.,	"you're,"	"isn't,"	"can't,"	"don't,"	"it's")	are	not	used	in	formal	writing.	In	official
correspondence,	the	normal	practice	is	to	expand	them	to	their	full	forms.	If	you	always	expand	contractions,	you	will	never	make	a	mistake	with	"you're"	or	"it's"	(two	notorious	grammar	villains).	The	word	"yours"	is	known	as	an	possessive	pronoun	(others	are	"ours,"	"his,"	and	"hers").	There	are	no	apostrophes	in	any	possessive	pronouns.	This	is
another	100%	rule.	Here	are	two	witty	examples	with	"your"	and	"you're"	to	help	you	remember	how	to	use	them:	You're	only	as	good	as	your	last	haircut.	(Author	Fran	Lebowitz)	When	you're	eight	years	old	nothing	is	your	business.	(Comedian	Lenny	Bruce)	Here	is	a	short	video	summarizing	the	difference	between	"you're"	and	"your":	video	lesson
Are	you	a	visual	learner?	Do	you	prefer	video	to	text?	Here	is	a	list	of	all	our	grammar	videos.	You	might	also	like...	Help	us	improve...	Was	something	wrong	with	this	page?	Use	#gm	to	find	us	quicker.	Create	a	QR	code	for	this,	or	any,	page.	XYouTubeFacebookmailing	listgrammar	forum	1.	Your	(pronoun):	A	possessive	pronoun	used	to	indicate
ownership	or	association	with	the	person	being	addressed.	"Your"	is	a	word	we	often	use	in	everyday	conversation	and	writing	to	show	possession	or	belonging.	It	helps	us	connect	objects,	ideas,	or	emotions	to	individuals,	making	it	a	fundamental	component	of	English	communication.	This	article	explores	"your,"	its	meanings,	usage,	and	more.
"Your"	Definition:	What	Does	"Your"	Mean?	The	word	"your"	is	a	fundamental	part	of	English	grammar,	serving	as	a	possessive	pronoun.	It	plays	a	crucial	role	in	communication	by	linking	ownership	or	association	to	the	person	being	addressed.	Here's	a	closer	look	at	this	definition:	Definition	of	"Your":	Possessive	Pronoun	"Your"	is	a	possessive
pronoun	used	to	indicate	ownership	or	association	with	the	person	being	addressed.	It	specifies	that	something	belongs	to	or	is	related	to	the	person	spoken	to,	making	it	essential	for	clear	and	personal	communication.	This	pronoun	is	versatile,	applying	to	a	wide	range	of	conversational	and	written	contexts,	from	informal	dialogue	to	formal
correspondence.	Parts	of	Speech	"Your"	is	classified	within	the	English	language	primarily	as	a	possessive	pronoun.	While	its	primary	function	is	to	denote	ownership,	it	is	also	used	in	phrases	to	express	figurative	or	symbolic	meanings,	as	in	"your	presence	is	requested"	(which	conveys	the	idea	of	needing	someone's	company	rather	than	their
physical	presence).	How	to	Pronounce	"Your"?	To	pronounce	it,	start	with	a	'y'	sound,	similar	to	the	'y'	in	"yes."	Then,	follow	with	the	'ʊər'	sound	in	British	English,	akin	to	saying	"your"	in	"yourself,"	or	use	the	shorter	'ʊr'	as	in	"put"	or	'jɔr'	similar	to	the	first	syllable	in	"Jordan"	for	American	English.	This	pronunciation	is	smooth	and	flows	easily	from
the	initial	'y'	to	the	final	'r'	sound.	Phonetic	Pronunciation:	/jɔːr/	Synonyms	of	"Your":	Other	Ways	to	Say	"Your"	In	the	English	language,	a	few	synonyms	can	occasionally	replace	"your"	depending	on	the	context,	although	direct	substitutes	are	rare	because	"your"	is	a	possessive	pronoun	specific	to	the	second	person.	Thine	(archaic,	still	used	in	poetic
or	religious	text)	Antonyms	of	"Your":	Other	Ways	to	Say	"Your"	"Your"	being	a	possessive	pronoun	specific	to	the	second	person,	does	not	have	direct	antonyms	in	the	traditional	sense	as	it	refers	to	possession	rather	than	a	characteristic	that	can	be	opposed.	My	(first	person	singular)	His,	her,	its	(third	person	singular)	Our	(first	person	plural)	Their
(third	person	plural)	Examples	of	"Your"	in	a	Sentence	Using	"your"	in	sentences	is	straightforward	as	it	always	precedes	a	noun	or	noun	phrase.	Here	are	ten	examples:	Is	this	your	coat?	I	haven’t	seen	your	car	around	lately.	Please	remember	to	bring	your	identification.	Your	understanding	of	the	topic	is	excellent.	Your	first	assignment	is	due	next
week.	Do	you	know	your	lines	for	the	play?	Keep	your	friends	close,	but	your	enemies	closer.	Your	feedback	is	crucial	for	our	project.	Your	opinion	matters	to	us.	Your	presence	at	the	meeting	is	required.	Frequency	of	Use	"Your"	is	a	very	commonly	used	word	in	English,	essential	in	both	spoken	and	written	forms.	It	appears	frequently	in	literature,
official	documents,	and	everyday	conversation,	underlining	its	importance.	Variants	of	"Your"	While	"your"	itself	does	not	have	variants,	it	is	part	of	a	larger	group	of	possessive	pronouns	that	vary	depending	on	the	subject.	My:	Used	for	first	person	singular.	Our:	Used	for	first	person	plural.	His,	Her,	Its:	Used	for	third	person	singular.	Their:	Used	for
third	person	plural.	Related	Terms	to	"Your"	"Your"	is	related	to	other	possessive	pronouns	and	forms	a	part	of	basic	English	grammar.	Etymology:	History	and	Origins	of	"Your"	"Your"	comes	from	the	Old	English	ēower,	which	was	the	genitive	or	possessive	form	of	"ge,"	an	early	second-person	plural	pronoun.	It	has	evolved	significantly	over	centuries
but	has	always	held	a	possessive	meaning.	Derivatives	and	Compounds	of	"Your"	As	a	possessive	pronoun,	"your"	does	not	have	derivatives	or	compounds.	It	is	a	standalone	word	used	in	its	form	in	various	contexts.	Yourself	Your	Majesty	Your	Honor	Common	Misspellings	of	"Your"	Common	misspellings	of	"your"	often	involve	confusion	with	similar
sounding	words.	You're:	Often	confused	with	"your"	due	to	their	similar	pronunciation.	Yor:	A	typographical	error.	Yore:	Incorrect	usage	when	intended	to	mean	possession.	10	Idioms	Similar	to	"Your"	Here	are	ten	idioms	that,	like	"your,"	convey	possession	or	a	personal	aspect,	though	not	directly	synonymous.	At	your	fingertips	In	your	corner	On
your	watch	Under	your	nose	In	your	face	By	your	side	At	your	leisure	Your	guess	is	as	good	as	mine	Your	days	are	numbered	Bite	your	tongue	10	Common	Questions	About	"Your"	1.	What	is	the	function	of	"your"	in	English	grammar?	"Your"	functions	as	a	possessive	pronoun,	attributing	ownership	or	association	to	someone.	2.	Can	"your"	be	used	in
formal	writing?	Yes,	"your"	is	appropriate	for	both	formal	and	informal	contexts.	3.	Is	there	a	difference	between	"your"	and	"you're"?	Yes,	"your"	is	a	possessive	pronoun,	while	"you're"	is	a	contraction	of	"you	are."	4.	How	can	I	teach	someone	to	use	"your"	correctly?	Teach	the	concept	of	possession	and	practice	with	examples	that	show	"your"	before
nouns.	5.	Are	there	any	synonyms	for	"your"?	Direct	synonyms	are	rare,	but	"thine"	is	an	archaic	form	sometimes	used	in	poetry.	6.	What	are	some	common	mistakes	with	"your"?	Common	mistakes	include	confusing	"your"	with	"you're."	7.	How	has	the	use	of	"your"	changed	over	time?	While	its	usage	has	remained	consistent,	the	forms	and
associated	pronouns	have	evolved.	8.	Can	"your"	be	used	to	indicate	abstract	possession?	Yes,	"your"	can	denote	both	tangible	and	intangible	possessions,	like	"your	idea."	9.	Is	"your"	used	in	legal	documents?	Yes,	"your"	is	commonly	used	in	legal	contexts	to	specify	parties	involved.	10.	How	do	non-native	speakers	struggle	with	"your"?	Non-native
speakers	might	struggle	with	distinguishing	"your"	from	similar	sounding	words	or	understanding	its	usage	in	different	contexts.	Conclusion	"Your"	is	an	essential	part	of	English	grammar,	providing	a	way	to	express	possession	and	personal	connection	in	speech	and	writing.	Understanding	and	using	the	word	effectively	can	enhance	clarity	and
precision	in	communication,	making	it	an	invaluable	tool	for	anyone	mastering	the	language.	Continue	to	explore	and	practice	using	"your"	to	fully	grasp	its	versatility	and	significance.
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