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Altars have been used since antiquity as a focal point for ritual and religious practice. But what exactly is an altar? How can this ancient concept enhance your spiritual life today? In this comprehensive guide, we will delve deep into understanding the essence of altars, how they can aid you in navigating lifes trials and tribulations, and provide some
actionable steps to create one in your own home.A Deeper Look at Altar: Meaning, Origin & SignificanceAn altar, derived from the Latin altare meaning high, refers to a sacred space or structure used for rites or offerings. Often viewed as a threshold between human consciousness and divine realms, altars are integral elements within multiple
spiritual paths including Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism among others.In Christianity for instance there exists an altar rail, marking off the scared area where mass occurs from the general congregation. Alternatively Buddhism contests with fewer physical structures often favoring simpler spaces adorned with symbols like Buddha images or
fragrant flowers but both serving vital functions bridging our mundane world with timeless dimensions beyond.The Anatomy of An Altar And Its Symbolism Pulling back layers of tradition lets delve deeper figuratively dissecting an altar. What do we find?The Physical Structure: While constructed structures often come to mind when thinking about
altars- embodying grandeur tables laden lavishly with gold ornaments or monolithic stone slabs dressed in colorful ceremonial cloths, elemental altars exist. A small corner of your room adorned with a few cherished items can serve just as well.Symbols and Objects: Altars are typically decorated with objects that hold personal or spiritual significance.
These may range from religious statuary and sacred texts to simple motifs of nature such as rocks, feathers, or fresh flowers.The Everyday Reverence: Altar in Todays LifeThe concept of an altar extends beyond the physical sculptures or spaces reserved for divine communion; it serves as a conduit to merge the mystical with mundane.Pulling yourself
away from the daily humdrum and escalating on spiritual quests into inner sanctums of your being whether praying for guidance during difficult times, expressing gratitude, or just seeking solace in moments solitude- an altar becomes your sacred getaway keeping at bay worldly distractions.Making Spirituality Actionable: Steps to Create Your Own
AltarBridging this ancient tradition into personal bedrooms might seem intimidating initially but fear not! Creating your own altar is simpler than it seems.Select Your Space: Begin by selecting a calm corner catering serenity could be in the confines of your bedroom , even tucked behind office desks or housed within digitally curated e-altars if you
lead nomadic lives.. Gather Your Objects : Choose items resonating supplies joy. It could be religious icons, books inspiring hope,vowels Elm lovingly kept photographs if departed loved ones . For some people their guitars become altars; filling voids with melody aiding self-discovery outside defined norms.. Energize Your Space: Finally carefully place
these picked pieces kindling energy radiated by them enlivening the aura creating your altar. In Conclusion.While altars hold the essence of spirituality, they are not solely aimed at religious individuals. Anyone yearning stronger connections with themselves or to manifest joy, peace and love within their lives can look towards building an altar.The
main ingredient here is sincere intention irrespective of the size, scale or extravagance of your chosen sacred area! This journey is personal and unique- just like you.We invite you to share your comments sharing enrichments added by incorporating this into life routines Embrace the journey! Types of Altars in the Bible Altars play a vital role in the
Bible. They serve as physical spaces for worship, sacrifice, and communication with God. Different types of altars symbolize various aspects of faith and obedience. Each altar has a specific purpose and meaning, reflecting the relationship between God and His people. Understanding these altars helps us grasp their significance in biblical narratives.
This article explores the types of altars mentioned in the Bible and their importance. We will examine their functions, notable examples, and locations, providing a clearer picture of their impact on biblical worship. The Altar of Burnt Offering is central to the sacrificial system described in the Bible. It was specifically designed for animal sacrifices
meant to atone for the sins of the people. This altar was constructed from bronze and was prominently located in the courtyard of the Tabernacle. Its primary purpose was to provide a means for the Israelites to seek forgiveness from God through the shedding of blood. Notable examples include the sacrifices made by Moses and Aaron, demonstrating
the importance of atonement. This altar is mentioned in Exodus 27:1-8, emphasizing its role in maintaining the relationship between God and His people. The Altar of Incense holds significant meaning within the context of worship in the Tabernacle. It was used exclusively for burning incense, which was considered an essential act of worship and
devotion. This altar symbolized the prayers and supplications of the people rising to God. Made of acacia wood and overlaid with gold, it reflected both beauty and sacredness. The incense burned here represented the continuous worship of the people before God. It serves as a reminder of the importance of prayer in maintaining a close relationship
with the Divine. The Altar of Incense is referenced in Exodus 30:1-10. The Altar of Stone served as a significant place for spontaneous worship and sacrifices. Constructed using uncut stones, this altar symbolized purity and reverence in the act of offering to God. It was designed to be easily built, allowing the Israelites to offer sacrifices wherever they
traveled. A notable example is when Joshua built an altar after entering the Promised Land as a testament to Gods faithfulness. This altar is discussed in Joshua 8:30-31, highlighting its role in worship during critical moments of Israels history. The Altar of Earth was a straightforward and humble structure made from soil. This altar provided a simple
place for worship and sacrifice, making it accessible to everyone in the community. Its design emphasized the idea that God desires a personal relationship with His people. An example can be found in Exodus 20:24, where God commands His people to make altars of earth, demonstrating that worship can be both humble and sincere, regardless of
location or materials used. The Altar of Witness was built to commemorate significant events in the history of Israel. Its purpose was to serve as a reminder of Gods faithfulness and the covenant He made with His people. By constructing these altars, the Israelites ensured that future generations would remember the mighty acts of God in their lives. A
notable example is found in Joshua 22:34, where the Reubenites built an altar as a witness between them and the Israelites, emphasizing the unity and shared faith of the community. The Altar of Remembrance is used to commemorate Gods actions and interventions in the lives of His people. It serves as a physical reminder of His faithfulness and the
blessings He has bestowed. These altars were built to mark significant moments in the Israelites journey and to honor Gods provision. An example is found in 1 Samuel 7:12, where Samuel sets up a stone called Ebenezer to remember Gods help during a time of need. This altar illustrates the importance of acknowledging and celebrating Gods
faithfulness in our lives. The Altar to Foreign Gods represents a stark contrast to the altars dedicated to the one true God. These altars were built by those who turned away from Gods commands, reflecting disobedience and idolatry. They symbolize a departure from faith and lead to spiritual decay. An example is seen in 1 Kings 18:26, where the
prophets of Baal constructed an altar to their god, demonstrating the dangers of straying from true worship and the consequences of idolatry. Personal or family altars are spaces set aside for private worship and devotion. They allow individuals and families to connect with God within the comfort of their homes. These altars can be simple in design
and reflect personal faith and commitment to spiritual growth. Serving as reminders to pray and seek Gods guidance, personal altars help nurture a deeper relationship with God. While not formally mentioned in scripture, the concept is implied in various biblical practices, such as those by Abraham and Job, who built altars as acts of worship in their
daily lives. Understanding the types of altars in the Bible provides valuable insight into the worship practices of Gods people. Each altar serves a unique purpose and carries significant meaning, reflecting the relationship between humanity and the Divine. From the Altar of Burnt Offering, which highlights the need for atonement, to personal altars
that foster individual faith, these structures emphasize the importance of worship and remembrance. They remind us that God desires our devotion and connection. As we explore these altars, we can better appreciate their role in biblical history and their relevance in our spiritual lives today. Have you ever entered a place of worship or come across a
beautifully adorned space dedicated to spirituality, only to be intrigued by the presence of an enigmatic structure called an altar? In todays article, we embark on a journey to unlock the mystery surrounding altars, unveiling their significance and shedding light on their timeless place in various religious traditions. So, get ready to delve into the heart
of this captivating subject as we unravel the secrets behind altars and the deeper meanings they hold. Introduction: The Ancient Tradition of Altars and Its Enduring SignificanceAltars have been an integral part of human culture for centuries, spanning across various religions and spiritual practices. These sacred structures serve as a focal point for
rituals, prayers, and offerings, and hold deep symbolic significance. Despite their long-standing history, the power and relevance of altars continue to endure in todays modern world. An altar, in its simplest form, can be defined as a designated space or surface where individuals or communities connect with the divine. It is a physical representation of
the sacred, allowing for a tangible connection between the material world and the spiritual realm. Altars can take many forms, from elaborate structures adorned with intricate carvings and sculptures to humble arrangements of simple objects. The significance of altars lies in their ability to create a sacred space where individuals can pause, reflect,
and commune with the divine. They provide a focal point for spiritual practices, allowing believers to express their devotion and seek guidance or solace. Altars can also serve as a visual reminder of the values and beliefs one holds dear, acting as a source of inspiration and a symbol of faith. The enduring significance of altars can be found in the
myriad of ways in which they are utilized in different cultures and religious traditions. For example, in Hinduism, altars known as "puja mandirs" are used to perform various rituals and offer prayers to deities. In Christianity, altars in churches serve as a sacred space for the Eucharist, symbolizing the presence of Christ. In conclusion, altars hold a
deep-rooted significance in countless spiritual and religious practices. They serve as powerful tools for individuals to connect with the divine and express their devotion. Despite the passage of time, the enduring relevance of altars reminds us of the timeless quest for meaning and connection that lies at the core of the human experience.The Concept
of an Altar: A Symbolic Portal to the Divine An altar, often considered a mystical and sacred element in various religious and spiritual practices, serves as a symbolic portal to the divine. It takes on different forms and meanings depending on the belief systems and traditions observed. At its core, an altar is a designated space or structure where
individuals or communities gather to connect with higher powers, offer prayers, express gratitude, seek guidance, and engage in rituals. Significance: Bridge between the physical and spiritual worlds: An altar acts as an intermediary between the mortal realm and the realm of the divine, providing a tangible link for believers to connect with the
spiritual realm. Focus and intention setting: By creating a dedicated space and arranging specific objects or symbols, an altar helps individuals focus their intention and energy towards their spiritual practices, allowing them to properly attune to their beliefs or intentions. Symbolic representation: Altars often feature items with symbolic significance
to the particular faith or practice, such as religious icons, statues, candles, flowers, crystals, or sacred texts. These objects serve as physical representations of the divine and can aid in invoking a sense of connection and reverence. Personal and communal expression: Altars offer individuals and communities the opportunity to personalize their
worship or spiritual practice, allowing for unique expressions of devotion, gratitude, or remembrance. They can reflect the individuals beliefs, cultural heritage, or specific aspects of their spiritual journey. Remember, the form and components of an altar may vary widely across different traditions and spiritual paths. Some altars may be ornate and
elaborate, while others may be simple and minimalistic. What remains constant, however, is the deep-rooted symbolism and the profound role an altar plays in connecting individuals with the divine. Altar Types MeaningHome Altar A personal and intimate space for spiritual practice within ones own living environment.Outdoor Altar Nature-inspired
altars typically used for honoring deities or connecting with the sacredness of the natural world.Community Altar A shared space within a religious or spiritual community, often used for group prayers and collective rituals.Travel Altar Portable altars that allow individuals to maintain their spiritual practices while on the move or away from their usual
sacred spaces. Ultimately, the concept of an altar transcends religious boundaries and embodies the universal human desire to connect with something greater than ourselves. It serves as a reminder of our spirituality, an anchor for our intentions, and a gateway to the divine. Unlocking the Mystical Journey: How Altars Enhance Spiritual
PracticeAltars have long been recognized as powerful tools for enhancing spiritual practice and connecting with the divine. These sacred spaces are filled with symbolic items and serve as a physical representation of ones spiritual journey. By unlocking the mystery of altars, we can gain a deeper understanding of their significance and how they can
enrich our lives. At its core, an altar is a designated space where individuals can come to honor, worship, and communicate with their chosen deity or higher power. It is a personalized area that allows for a deeper connection and serves as a focal point for spiritual activities. The items placed on an altar are carefully chosen and hold sacred meaning,
representing different aspects of the individuals faith or spiritual path. One of the key benefits of altars is their ability to create a sense of sacred space within ones own home or personal environment. This space becomes a sanctuary, a place of refuge where individuals can retreat from the busyness of everyday life and tap into their spiritual essence.
By engaging with the altar, whether through prayer, meditation, or ritual, individuals can experience a heightened state of consciousness and connect with their inner wisdom. Moreover, altars can also serve as reminders and visual aids for spiritual practice. The objects and symbols placed on an altar can represent intentions, goals, or qualities that
one seeks to cultivate in their life. For example, a small statue of a deity can symbolize devotion and a desire to cultivate qualities associated with that particular deity. Candles, incense, and crystals can be used to create an atmosphere of peace, purification, and balance. Creating an altar is a personal and intuitive process. There are no set rules or
guidelines, as it is a reflection of ones unique spiritual journey. However, there are a few key considerations to keep in mind. First, choose a location for the altar that feels sacred and conducive to spiritual practice. It could be a corner of a room, a shelf, or even a small table. Second, select objects and symbols that hold personal meaning and
resonate with your spiritual path. Finally, regularly maintain and refresh your altar, keeping it clean and adding or removing items as needed. In conclusion, altars are powerful tools that can enhance spiritual practice by providing a sacred space for connection, reflection, and growth. Their significance lies in their ability to create a physical
representation of ones spiritual journey and serve as a focal point for spiritual activities. By unlocking the mystery of altars and incorporating them into our lives, we can deepen our understanding of ourselves, our faith, and our connection with the divine.Connecting with the Divine: The Sacred Purpose and Power of Altars An altar is more than just a
decorative table adorned with religious symbols or sentimental items. It is a powerful tool that allows us to connect with the divine and tap into our sacred purpose. Altars have been used for centuries in various spiritual and religious practices, including but not limited to Christianity, Buddhism, and Paganism. The significance of an altar lies in its
ability to serve as a physical representation of our spiritual beliefs and intentions. It becomes a focal point for meditation, prayer, and rituals, acting as a bridge between the physical and spiritual realms. By creating a sacred space through the arrangement of meaningful objects, such as candles, crystals, and sacred texts, we can enhance our
connection with the divine and cultivate a deeper sense of spirituality within ourselves. Altars provide a space where we can express devotion, gratitude, and reverence to a higher power or universal energy. They serve as a constant reminder of our spiritual journey and provide solace and support in times of need. Whether its lighting a candle for a
loved one, offering fresh flowers to the divine, or simply taking a moment of stillness to reflect and connect, altars offer a tangible way to nourish our souls and connect with something greater than ourselves. Furthermore, altars can be customized to reflect our personal beliefs and practices. Some may choose to incorporate specific religious symbols,
while others may include objects related to nature or elements that hold personal significance. There are no strict rules when it comes to altar creation, as it is a deeply personal and intuitive process. Through experimentation and self-discovery, we can unlock the mystery of the altars power and create a sacred space that resonates with our individual
spirituality. Choosing the Right Location: Creating an Ideal Space for Your AltarOnce you understand the significance of an altar, it becomes clear why choosing the right location is so important. An altar is a sacred space where we connect with the divine and engage in spiritual practices. It serves as a physical representation of our inner journey and
intentions. Therefore, finding the ideal spot for your altar is essential for creating a harmonious and meaningful space. When selecting the location for your altar, here are some important considerations to keep in mind: Privacy: Choose a spot in your home where you can have some privacy and uninterrupted moments of reflection. This will allow you
to fully immerse yourself in your spiritual practices without distractions.Natural Light: Look for a location that receives ample natural light during the day. Natural light not only brightens up the space but also brings a sense of warmth and positivity to your altar.Grounding: Find a place that feels grounded and stable. This could be a corner of a room
or a dedicated table or shelf. Having a designated area for your altar helps create a sense of sacredness and focus. Intention: Consider the energy of the location and how it aligns with your intentions. For example, if you seek tranquility, choose a spot away from busy areas of your home. If you desire creativity and inspiration, a location near a
window where you can see nature might be perfect. Remember, your altar is a reflection of your unique spiritual journey, so feel free to personalize it with items that hold special meaning to you. Whether its crystals, candles, or sacred texts, choose elements that resonate with your beliefs and bring you closer to your divine connection.Crafting a
Personal Sacred Space: Elements and Objects for Your AltarAn altar holds great significance in various spiritual practices, providing a focal point for rituals, meditation, and reflection. It is a personal sacred space where individuals can connect with their inner selves, the divine, or ancestral energies. However, understanding the elements and objects
that contribute to crafting a meaningful altar can be a mystery to many. When it comes to creating your personal sacred space, there are several key elements to consider. First and foremost is the location. Choose a space that feels safe and comfortablean area where you can retreat and find solace. Whether its a small corner of a room or a dedicated
room in your home, the environment should promote tranquility and mindfulness. Next, lets explore the objects that can be incorporated into your altar. These objects can vary depending on your spiritual beliefs and interests. For instance, a representation of a deity or a sacred symbol might be of great importance in some practices. Crystals and
gemstones can also add a touch of natural energy and healing properties to your altar. These elements help to create a tangible connection between yourself and the divine or spiritual energies you are seeking to invoke. In addition to sacred objects, incorporating the elements of nature is another essential aspect of altar creation. Earth, air, fire, and
water represent the four classical elements and can be symbolized through various items. A small bowl of water or a seashell might represent water, while an incense stick or feather can symbolize air. Representing the elements on your altar not only adds to the aesthetic appeal, but also helps to maintain a harmonious balance and connection to the
universe. Ultimately, the meaning and significance of your altar are unique to you. It is a place where you can express your spirituality and cultivate a deeper connection with yourself and the divine. Whether you are embarking on a new spiritual journey or looking to enhance your existing practices, crafting a personal sacred space through the
careful selection of elements and objects is an enlightening and fulfilling process.The Art of Arrangement: Designing a Harmonious and Meaningful AltarAn altar is a sacred space that holds great significance in a variety of spiritual practices and traditions. It is a focal point where one can connect with divine energies, offer prayers, and engage in
ritual practices. The art of arranging an altar involves careful thought and intention to create a space that is both visually harmonious and symbolically meaningful. When designing an altar, there are several key elements to consider. First and foremost, the location of the altar should be chosen with care. It is often placed in a quiet and designated
area of a home or sacred space, ensuring it remains undisturbed and respected. The size of the altar can vary depending on personal preference, but it should be large enough to hold all the essential items while still allowing for a sense of spaciousness. Next, the arrangement of objects on the altar is crucial. Each item holds symbolic significance and
contributes to the overall intention of the altar. Some common elements include candles, crystals, statues or images representing deities or spiritual guides, sacred texts, flowers, and offerings such as incense or food. These items can be arranged in a way that is visually pleasing and allows for easy access during ritual practices. Additionally, color
plays a significant role in altar design. Different colors carry different energetic vibrations, so selecting colors that resonate with the intention of the altar can enhance its effectiveness. For example, using shades of blue and white for a peace and serenity altar, or red and gold for a passion and vitality altar. Lastly, it is essential to regularly cleanse
and maintain the altar. This can be done through smudging with sage or palo santo, using purifying sprays, or even physically wiping down the surfaces. This upkeep ensures that the energies within the altar remain clear and vibrant, allowing for a more potent spiritual practice. In conclusion, designing an altar is a thoughtful and intentional process.
By carefully selecting objects, arranging them harmoniously and with symbolic significance, and maintaining the space regularly, one can create an altar that not only serves as a visual centerpiece but also acts as a powerful tool for spiritual connection and transformation.Offerings and Rituals: Cultivating a Deeper Connection with Your Altar Altars
have a long history dating back to ancient civilizations, and they continue to hold a significant role in various religious and spiritual practices today. These sacred spaces provide a physical focal point for connecting with the divine and cultivating a deeper spiritual connection. An altar is a dedicated area where offerings and rituals are performed to
honor deities, spirits, or ancestors. It can be as simple as a small table or shelf adorned with meaningful items or as elaborate as an intricately designed structure. The key is to create a space that resonates with your beliefs and personal connection to the divine. Offerings are an essential part of altar rituals, as they are used to show respect,
gratitude, and to seek blessings or guidance. They can include items such as food, flowers, candles, incense, or symbolic objects that hold personal meaning. The act of making offerings invites a reciprocal relationship with the divine, fostering a sense of harmony and connection. Rituals performed at the altar are a way to engage with the spiritual
realm and create a sacred space for introspection, meditation, or prayer. These rituals can vary widely depending on ones beliefs and practices. From simple daily prayers to more elaborate ceremonies, the purpose is to establish a connection with the divine, seek guidance, or express devotion. Elements of an Altar: Altar Cloth: A fabric draped over
the altar that can be chosen for its color or symbolism. Images or Statues: Depictions of deities, figures, or symbols that hold significance to your spiritual path. Candles: Used to represent the presence of divine light and ignite spiritual transformation. Incense: Aromatic scents that purify and uplift the energy of the altar space. Sacred Objects:
Crystals, symbols, or other artifacts that hold personal or spiritual significance. Offerings Dish: A designated area or container for placing the offerings made to the divine. Understanding the significance of altars and how to cultivate a deeper connection with them can enhance your spiritual journey. It is a personal and ever-evolving practice that
allows you to tap into the divine within and connect with something greater than yourself. So, whether you are creating your first altar or seeking to expand upon an existing one, embrace the wonder and potential that these sacred spaces can hold. Maintaining Sacredness: Cleansing, Blessing, and Caring for Your AltarAn altar holds a sacred space
within our homes, acting as a focal point for prayer, meditation, or devotion. It serves as a physical representation of our spiritual connection and can be found in various religious and spiritual practices around the world. Understanding the significance of an altar can unlock its mystery, allowing us to fully embrace and nurture its sacredness.
Cleansing your altar is a vital step in maintaining its purity and ensuring its energetic balance. Begin by physically cleaning the surface of the altar with a gentle, natural cleanser, removing any dust or debris. Remember to clean any tools or objects placed upon the altar as well. To energetically cleanse, smudging with sage or using sacred water can
help dispel negative energy, allowing positive vibrations to flow freely. Blessing your altar infuses it with divine energy, creating a sacred space for your spiritual practice. You can use different methods of blessing depending on your beliefs and preferences. Some suggestions include lighting candles or incense while reciting a prayer or mantra
specific to your spiritual path. You can also use blessed water or anointing oil to consecrate the altar and any objects you place upon it. Caring for your altar is an ongoing practice that ensures its longevity and effectiveness as a spiritual tool. Some simple maintenance tasks include keeping the altar clean and clutter-free, dusting regularly to prevent
the accumulation of negative energy, and replenishing any offerings or sacred objects as needed. Additionally, creating a regular ritual or schedule to dedicate time for altar maintenance will help to strengthen your connection with its sacred energy. Remember, the true essence of an altar lies in the intention and devotion that you bring to it. By
consciously maintaining its sacredness through cleansing, blessing, and caring, you create a space of profound spiritual significance that nurtures your soul and deepens your connection to the divine. Embrace the mystery and power of your altar, as it becomes a vessel for transformation and enlightenment in your spiritual journey.Embracing the
Altars Healing Energy: Incorporating Altars in Daily Life and BeyondAn altar is a sacred space where one can connect with the divine energy, a physical manifestation of our spiritual journey. Incorporating altars in daily life can bring immense healing energy and help us stay connected to our higher selves. Whether you are a believer or simply
curious about the mystery behind altars, their significance is undeniable. Altars can be found in various religious and spiritual traditions, such as Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, and Paganism. However, their purpose remains the same to serve as a focal point for internal reflection, prayer, meditation, and ritual practices. By creating an altar, we
invite higher vibrations into our lives and empower ourselves to navigate the challenges and triumphs of our human experience. There are no set rules when it comes to building an altar; it is a personal and intuitive process. However, there are certain elements that commonly feature on altars, representing different aspects of spirituality and
providing a sense of sacredness. Some common altar elements include: Sacred Objects: These can be anything that holds personal significance or represents your spiritual beliefs. It could be a deity statue, a crystal, a symbol of your faith, or even a handwritten affirmation.Candles: Lighting candles on an altar not only adds visual beauty but also
represents the presence of the divine light. It symbolizes illumination, transformation, and the awakening of consciousness. Offerings: Placing offerings on your altar is a way of giving gratitude and showing reverence to the divine. It can be as simple as a flower, a piece of fruit, or even a cup of water. By embracing the altars healing energy and
incorporating it into our daily lives, we can create a sacred oasis in the midst of our busy routines. It becomes a space of solace and spiritual rejuvenation, reminding us of our connection to something greater than ourselves. Whether through meditation, prayer, or simply sitting in quiet contemplation, the altar becomes a portal to the depths of our
souls, a reminder that we are part of a vast and interconnected universe. In conclusion, the concept of the altar holds great significance in various cultures and religions, shedding light on the deep-rooted human desire for connection and transcendence. Whether found in ancient temples or modern homes, altars serve as sacred spaces where
individuals can commune with the divine, seek solace, and express their deepest intentions. By understanding the multifaceted nature of altars, we gain insight into the rich tapestry of human spirituality, offering us a glimpse into the mysteries of the soul and our innate longing for something greater. So, next time you come across an altar, take a
moment to appreciate its profound symbolism and the power it holds to evoke a sense of awe and reverence within us all. The minister says we are to call it the communion table, not the altar.A church member at an outdoor gathering did not explain why it was a communion table, not an altar. I had asked if the community ever worshipped outside
and suggested a place under a gazebo for an altar, believing the altar was central to worship. It appears I was mistaken. What is an altar in Christianity? Does the Old Testament meaning of an altar still resonate in worship? Is it still part of congregational or individual worship to God?What Is an Altars Function?A church altar is used for kneeled
prayers, communion, weddings, and other sacred rituals. Historically, the altar is a structure where people make offerings to a god (such as an animal, or even a person, in some cultures). The Hebrew word for altar is mizbeah, which means to slaughter. In Greek, the word for altar is thusiasterion, which means a place of sacrifice.The dramatic story
of Gods commanding Abraham to sacrifice his only child Isaac illustrates the literal meanings of the Hebrew and Greek words for altar. Isaac was born to Abraham and Sarah in their later years. He was a miracle child, the first step in Gods fulfilling His covenant with Abraham to multiply His chosen people. When Isaac was young, Abraham followed
Gods orders and laid his precious son on an altar in the mountains of Moriah. Before Abraham lit the fire for this human sacrifice, an angel of the Lord stopped him. The angel said, Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son (Genesis 22:12). With great relief, Abraham looked up and saw a ram with
its horns caught in the branches of a bush. Abraham sacrificed the ram to God instead.Abraham built an altar to God at each place he and his family lived (being nomads, they moved around to different pastures). Isaac and Isaacs son Jacob carried on this spiritual tradition. The altar continued to be a special place for an encounter with God, to give
thanks, and maintain a strong relationship with the God of Israel.Noah was another early altar builder. He built an altar to thank God for his familys and creatures safe landing on dry ground. Noah burned incense, and God found the aroma pleasing. God then made the covenant of the rainbow with Noaha promise that God would never again destroy
life on Earth with a flood (Genesis 8:20-22).Later in Old Testament history, God asked Moses to make an altar of incense so the Hebrew people would remember their God at regular intervals. The priests offered an incense offering twice a day, at daybreak and twilight, and once a year for atonement (Exodus 30:1-10). The altar in the tabernacle tent
spiritually united the Hebrew people wandering in the desert for 40 years (and for centuries afterward). In 960 B.C., the altar of incense was moved from the tent tabernacle of Moses into the newly built temple in Jerusalem.What Is an Altars Design?King Solomon had the first temple, the center of the Jewish peoples spiritual life, built at Mount
Moriah, where Abraham nearly sacrificed Isaac (2 Chronicles 3:1).The temples inner sanctuary contained an oraclea place where Gods words are receivedhousing the altar of incense. God announced his plan for a temple to David. However, because David shed too much bloodshed, and God wanted the temple built by a man of peace,Davids son
Solomon (2 Chronicles 22:6-10).The temple built under Solomons rule as king was twice the size of the tent holding the tabernacle of the Israelites. The temple was about 90 feet across and 30 feet wide.A chain curtain made of gold or bronze separated the temples main hall from the place called the Holy of Holies (I Kings 6:14-35). The incense altar
stood upright in this space, measuring about one by one by two cubits. Archaeological data indicates that all four corners of the upper surface were slightly peaked, believed to be horns protecting the altar.The magnificent temple building surrounding the altar was made of expensive materials gathered by King David (2 Chronicles 22:14) after God
requested he build a temple. All its architectural features were olive and cedar wood overlain with gold. Bronze pillars made by a master craftsman adorned its porticos (porches). Carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and blooming flowers adorned the outer and inner rooms.What Did God Command about His Altar?After priests brought the altar of
incense into the temple (and with it, the ark of the covenant containing the 10 Commandments), Solomon dedicated the temple to God (1 Kings 8:3-9). Solomon dedicated the temple in 960 B.C., 14000 years after the Hebrews left Egypt. The temple was Gods royal palace and Israels national center of worship, according to a footnote in theNew
International Version of the Bible. God blessed the temple with Solomons words at the dedication ceremony:I have consecrated this temple, which you have built, by putting my Name there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there. (1 Kings 9:3)Yet wise Solomon prayed to God at the dedication of the temple:But will God really dwell on
earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built!(1 Kings 8:27)The altars in the templethere was a second altar in the temple courtyarddid not last as long as God promised the Hebrew people. Due to the Israelites sin, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon destroyed Solomons temple around 586 or
587 B.C. (2 Kings 25), and the Israelites were taken captive in Babylon for the next 70 years. When the Israelites returned to Jerusalem, rebuilding the temple became their top priority (Ezra 1:1-4).How Does Jesus Death Connect to Altars?Altars were important to God and mans relationship in Old Testament history. A sacrifice at an altar was an
attempt to seek Gods grace. During the New Testament period, God sacrificed his only son Jesus on the cross, and Jesus became the sacrificial Lamb of God. The love of God, letting his son be a sacrifice made for all people, was enacted in Christs death and resurrection. This supreme sacrifice was made for our salvation. Jesus expresses this idea to
the Pharisees when he says in Matthew 23:19,You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred?The curtain in the temple in Jerusalem, separating the Holy of Holies from the temples outer areas, tore in two as Christs human life ended. The separation of cloth was significant: it represented the fact that there was no
longer any separation between Gods grace and human life. Therefore, sacrifices made by people at an altar to appease God were no longer necessary after Jesus great sacrifice for all of us.Why Dont We Use Altars Anymore?The spiritual director who advised that the table in the churchs front area is the communion table had the right idea. There is no
longer a need to make animal or incense sacrifices to God on an altar. Hebrews 10:4 says, It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. Jesus death and resurrection have removed our sins.Long before Jesus, the prophet David writes what God wants in a true sacrifice:My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite
heart you, God, will not despise(Psalms 51:17). Hosea 6:6 affirms this point: For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.In a sense though, any special place where people encounter God becomes an altar. Whether the altar is an ornate piece of furniture or a pile of rocks, our spirit may go on high alert
when we feel God is close.My personal altar is a beach near my house. A small cottonwood tree on a sand dune has branches hung with wind chimes and ceramic pots at its base. Other worshippers have decorated this altar. Another altar I used in the past as a praying place was a small pine tree supported by wooden planks. I found this altar on my
walks in a nature reserve near my house. My dogs learned the command pray and would run to the tree when we were nearby. I have heard Gods voice at these makeshift altars. I dont sacrifice anything but my heart, mind, and soul at these altars. Jesus has already made the supreme sacrifice. I am at the altar to thank God for His sacrifice and
continue my journey with His blessing.Photo Credit: iStock/Getty Images Plus/DmitriMarutaBetty Dunn hopes her writing leads you to holding hands with God. A former high school English teacher, editor, and nonprofit agency writer, she now works on writing projects from her home in West Michigan, where she enjoys woods, water, pets and family.
Check out her blog at Betty by Elizabeth Dunning and her website, www.elizabethdunning-wix.com.This article is part of our Christian Terms catalog, exploring words and phrases of Christian theology and history. Here are some of our most popular articles covering Christian terms to help your journey of knowledge and faith:The Full Armor of
GodThe Meaning of "Selah"What Is Grace? Bible Definition and Christian QuotesWhat is Discernment? Bible Meaning and ImportanceWhat Is Prophecy? Bible Meaning and Examples Structure upon which offerings such as sacrifices are made for religious purposesFor other uses, see Altar (disambiguation).Altar in Roskilde Cathedral beneath by a
carved reredosAn altar is a table or platform for the presentation of religious offerings, for sacrifices, or for other ritualistic purposes. Altars are found at shrines, temples, churches, and other places of worship. They are used particularly in Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, and modern paganism. Many historical-medieval faiths also made use of
them, including the Roman, Greek, and Norse religions.The modern English word altar was derived from Middle English altar, from Old English alter, taken from Latin altare ("altar"), probably related to adolere ("burn"); thus "burning place", influenced by altus ("high"). It displaced the native Old English word wofod.This section needs expansion.
You can help by adding to it. (January 2024)In antiquity, altars were used for making sacrifices to deities; this could include both libations and animal sacrifice.[1] In Ancient Roman religion, altars were often inscribed with the donor's name and the deity to whom the altar was dedicated. One of the most important surviving Roman altars is the Ara
Pacis, dedicated by Augustus Caesar at the beginning of the Pax Romana to the goddess of peace, Pax.Altars in antiquityReconstruction of a horned altar at Tel Be'er Sheva, Israel.Ancient Greek kylix showing a hoplite offering a sacrifice before an altar, around 480 BC. Ancient Agora Museum of Athens in the Stoa of AttalusThe ancient Altar of
Pergamon, reconstructed at the Pergamon museum, Berlin.The Opferstein or Sacrifice Rock at Maria Taferl, Austria. It was used by the ancient Celts to make sacrifices upon and is now located in the plaza of the basilica there.Main article: Altar (Bible)Altars[a] in the Hebrew Bible were typically made of earth[3] or unwrought stone.[4] Altars were
generally erected in conspicuous places.[5][6][7][8] The first altar recorded in the Hebrew Bible is that erected by Noah.[9] Altars were erected by Abraham,[10] by Isaac,[11] by Jacob,[12] and by Moses.[13]After the theophany on Mount Sinai, in the Tabernacleand afterwards in the Templeonly two altars were used: The Altar of Burnt Offering, and
the Altar of Incense, both near where the Ark of the Covenant was located.The remains of three rock-hewn altars were discovered in the Land of Israel: one below Tel Zorah, another at the foot of Sebastia (ancient Samaria), and a third near Shiloh.[14]Dedication of an altarThe word altar, in Greek (see:), appears twenty-four times in the New
Testament. In Catholic and Orthodox Christian theology, the Eucharist is a re-presentation, in the literal sense of the one sacrifice of Christ on the cross being made "present again". Hence, the table upon which the Eucharist is consecrated is called an altar.The altar plays a central role in the celebration of the Eucharist, which takes place at the altar
on which the bread and the wine for consecration are placed. Altars occupy a prominent place in most Christian churches, both Eastern[b] and Western[c] branches. Commonly among these churches, altars are placed for permanent use within designated places of communal worship (often called "sanctuaries"). Less often, though nonetheless notable,
altars are set in spaces occupied less regularly, such as outdoors in nature, in cemeteries, in mausoleums/crypts, and family dwellings. Personal altars are those placed in a private bedroom, closet, or other space usually occupied by one person. They are used for practices of piety intended for one person (often referred to as a "private devotion").
They are also found in a minority of Protestant worship places; in Reformed and Anabaptist churches, a table, often called a "Communion table", serves an analogous function.A home altar in a Methodist Christian household, with a cross and candles surrounded by other religious itemsThe area around the altar is seen as endowed with greater
holiness, and is usually physically distinguished from the rest of the church, whether by a permanent structure such as an iconostasis, a rood screen, altar rails, a curtain that can be closed at more solemn moments of the liturgy (as in the Armenian Apostolic Church and Armenian Catholic Church), or simply by the general architectural layout. The
altar is often on a higher elevation than the rest of the church.Churches generally have a single altar, although in the Western branches of Christianity, as a result of the former abandonment of concelebration of Mass, so that priests always celebrated Mass individually, larger churches have had one or more side chapels, each with its own altar. The
main altar was also referred to as the "high altar". Since the revival of concelebration in the West, the Roman Missal recommends that in new churches there should be only one altar, "which in the gathering of the faithful will signify the one Christ and the one Eucharist of the Church."[15] This does not exclude altars in distinct side chapels, however,
but only separate altars in the main body of the church. But most Western churches of an earlier period, whether Roman Catholic or Anglican, may have a high altar in the main body of the church, with one or more adjoining chapels, each with its own altar, at which the Eucharist may be celebrated on weekdays.Architecturally, there are two types of
altars: Those that are attached to the eastern wall of the chancel, and those that are free-standing and can be walked around, for instance when incensing the altar.[d]Early Coptic altar carved into the wall of the Temple of Isis on the island Philae in Egypt.In the earliest days of the Church, the Eucharist appears to have been celebrated on portable
altars set up for the purpose. Some historians hold that, during the persecutions, the Eucharist was celebrated among the tombs in the Catacombs of Rome, using the sarcophagi of martyrs as altars on which to celebrate. Other historians dispute this, but it is thought to be the origin of the tradition of placing relics beneath the altar.When Christianity
was legalized under Constantine the Great and Licinius, formal church buildings were built in great numbers, normally with free-standing altars in the middle of the sanctuary, which in all the earliest churches built in Rome was at the west end of the church. "When Christians in fourth-century Rome could first freely begin to build churches, they
customarily located the sanctuary towards the west end of the building in imitation of the sanctuary of the Jerusalem Temple. Although in the days of the Jerusalem Temple the High Priest indeed faced east when sacrificing on Yom Kippur, the sanctuary within which he stood was located at the western end of the Temple. The Christian replication of
the layout and the orientation of the Jerusalem Temple helped to dramatize the eschatological meaning attached to the sacrificial death of Jesus the High Priest in the Epistle to the Hebrews."[16] The ministers (bishop, priests, deacons, subdeacons, acolytes), celebrated the Eucharist facing east, towards the entrance. Some hold that for the central
part of the celebration the congregation faced the same way. After the sixth century the contrary orientation prevailed, with the entrance to the west and the altar at the east end. Then the ministers and congregation all faced east during the whole celebration; and in Western Europe altars began, in the Middle Ages, to be permanently placed against
the east wall of the chancel.Altar of Santa Cecilia in Trastevere with ciboriumMost rubrics, even in books of the seventeenth century and later, such as the Pontificale Romanum, continued to envisage the altar as free-standing. The rite of the Dedication of the Church[17] continued to presume that the officiating bishop could circle the altar during the
consecration of the church and its altar. Despite this, with the increase in the size and importance of the reredos, most altars were built against the wall or barely separated from it.In almost all cases, the eastward orientation for prayer was maintained, whether the altar was at the west end of the church, as in all the earliest churches in Rome, in
which case the priest celebrating Mass faced the congregation and the church entrance, or whether it was at the east end of the church, in which case the priest faced the eastern apse and had his back to the congregation. This diversity was recognized in the rubrics of the Roman Missal from the 1604 typical edition of Pope Clement VIII to the 1962
edition of Pope John XXIII: "Si altare sit ad orientem, versus populum ..."[18]When placed close to a wall or touching it, altars were often surmounted by a reredos or altarpiece. If free-standing, they could be placed, as also in Eastern Christianity, within a ciborium (sometimes called a baldachin).Altar of Newman University Church, Dublin, with an
altar ledge occupying the only space between it and the wallThe rules regarding the present-day form of the Roman Rite liturgy declare a free-standing main altar to be "desirable wherever possible".[19] Similarly, in the Anglican Communion, the rubrics of the Book of Common Prayer assumed an altar fixed against the wall, until Prayer Book revision
in the twentieth century removed language which assumed any particular form of altar.As well as altars in the structural sense, it became customary in the West to have what in Latin were referred to as altaria portatilia (portable altars), more commonly referred to in English as altar stones. When travelling, a priest could take one with him and place
it on an ordinary table for saying Mass. They were also inserted into the centre of structural altars especially those made of wood. In that case, it was the altar stone that was considered liturgically to be the altar. The Pontificale Romanum contained a rite for blessing at the same time several of these altar stones.[20] In the East the antimension
served and continues to serve the same purpose.The term movable altar or portable altar is now used of a full-scale structural altar, with or without an inserted altar stone, that can be moved.[21](298)Movable altars include the free-standing wooden tables without altar stone, placed in the choir away from the east wall, favoured by churches in the
Reformed tradition. Altars that not only can be moved but are repeatedly moved are found in low church traditions that do not focus worship on the Eucharist, celebrating it rarely. Both Catholics and Protestants celebrate the Eucharist at such altars outside of churches and chapels, as outdoors or in an auditorium.Main article: Altar (Catholic
Church)High altar of Saint Peter's Basilica, RomeThe Eastern Catholic Churches each follow their own traditions, which in general correspond to those of similar Eastern Orthodox or Oriental Orthodox Churches. All Christian Churches see the altar on which the Eucharist is offered as the "table of the Lord" (trapeza Kyriou) mentioned by Saint Paul.
[22] The rules indicated here are those of the Latin Church.The Latin Church distinguishes between fixed altars (those attached to the floor) and movable altars (those that can be displaced), and states: "It is desirable that in every church there be a fixed altar, since this more clearly and permanently signifies Christ Jesus, the Living Stone.[23] In
other places set aside for sacred celebrations, the altar may be movable."[21](298)High altar of St. Michael's Church, Munich, dwarfed by a huge reredosA fixed altar should in general be topped by a slab of natural stone, thus conforming to tradition and to the significance attributed to the altar, but in many places dignified, well-crafted solid wood is
permitted; the supports or base of a fixed altar may be of any dignified solid material. A movable altar may be of any noble solid material suitable for liturgical use.[21](301)[24]The liturgical norms state:It is fitting that the tradition of the Roman liturgy should be preserved of placing relics of martyrs or other saints beneath the altar. However, the
following should be noted:(a) Relics intended for deposition should be large enough that they can be recognized as parts of human bodies. Hence excessively small relics of one or more saints must not be deposited.(b) The greatest care must be taken to determine whether relics intended for deposition are authentic. It is better for an altar to be
dedicated without relics than to have relics of doubtful credibility placed beneath it.(c) A reliquary must not be placed on the altar, or in the table of the altar; it must be beneath the table of the altar, as the design of the altar may allow.[25]St. Valentine's Church the altar of Our Lady of Sorrows and Child in Osieczna, PolandThis last norm explicitly
excludes the practice customary in recent centuries of inserting relics into a specially created cavity within the table of an altar or altar stone. Placing of relics even in the base of a movable altar is also excluded.[26]"In building new churches, it is preferable for a single altar to be erected, one that in the gathering of the faithful will signify the one
Christ and the one Eucharist of the Church. In already existing churches, however, when the old altar is so positioned that it makes the people's participation difficult but cannot be moved without damage to artistic value, another fixed altar, skillfully made and properly dedicated, should be erected and the sacred rites celebrated on it alone. In order
that the attention of the faithful not be distracted from the new altar the old altar should not be decorated in any special way."[21](303)The altar, fixed or movable, should as a rule be separate from the wall so as to make it easy to walk around it and to celebrate Mass at it facing the people. It should be positioned so as to be the natural centre of
attention of the whole congregation.[21](299)The altar should be covered by at least one white cloth, and nothing else should be placed upon the altar table other than what is required for the liturgical celebration. Candlesticks and a crucifix, when required, can be either on the altar or near it, and it is desirable that the crucifix remain even outside
of liturgical celebrations.[21](304-308)Altar at the Lutheran Jesus Church in Valby, Copenhagen.An altar located in the middle of the pulpit, namely the Batak Christian Protestant Church, one of the Lutheran churches in Indonesia located in Tarutung, North Sumatra.A wide variety of altars exist in various Protestant denominations. Some Churches,
such as the Lutheran, have altars very similar to Anglican or Catholic ones keeping with their more sacramental understanding of the Lord's Supper. Calvinist churches from Reformed, Baptist, Congregational, and Non-denominational backgrounds instead have a Communion Table adorned with a linen cloth, as well as an open Bible and a pair of
candlesticks; it is not referred to as an altar because they do not see Holy Communion as sacrificial in any way.[27] Such a table may be temporary: Moved into place only when there is a Communion Service.[28] Some nondenominational churches have no altar or communion table, even if they retain the practice of the "altar call" that originated in
the Methodist Church.[29][30][31]Contemporary altar at the Lutheran Bavnehj Kirke[da].The Lutheran altar in Bad Doberan MinsterSome Methodist and other evangelical churches practice what is referred to as an altar call, whereby those who wish to make a new spiritual commitment to Jesus Christ are invited to come forward publicly.[e]It is so
named because the supplicants, at the end of the sermon, kneel at the altar rails, which are located around the altar within chancel.[f[Those that come forward will often recite a sinner's prayer, which, in evangelical understanding, if truly heart-felt indicates that they are now "saved". They may also be offered religious literature, counselling or other
assistance. Many times it is said that those who come forth are going to "be saved". This is a ritual in which the supplicant makes a prayer of penitence (asking for his sins to be forgiven) and faith (called in evangelical Christianity "accepting Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Saviour").Altar of Turku CathedralAltars in Lutheran churches are
often similar to those in Roman Catholic and Anglican churches. Lutherans believe that the altar represents Christ and should only be used to consecrate and distribute the Eucharist.[34] Lutheran altars are commonly made out of granite, but other materials are also used. A crucifix is to be put above the altar.[34] Sometimes relics are also placed
around the altar.[35]The altar in St.Mary Anglican Church, Redcliffe, Bristol. It is decorated with a frontal in green, a colour typically associated with the seasons after Epiphany and Pentecost. Note the reredos behind the free-standing altar.Altars in the Anglican Communion vary widely. In the Book of Common Prayer, the basis of doctrine and
practice for the Church of England, there is no use of the specific word altar; the item in question is called the Lord's Table or Holy Table. This remains the official terminology, though common usage may call the communion table an altar.At the time of the Reformation, altars were fixed against the east end of the church, and the priests would
celebrate the Mass standing at the front of the altar. Beginning with the rubrics of the Second Prayer Book of Edward VI published in 1552, and through the 1662 Book of Common Prayer (which prevailed for almost 300years and is still in occasional use), the priest is directed to stand "at the north syde of the Table". This was variously interpreted
over the years to mean the north side of the front of a fixed communion table, the north end of a fixed table (i.e., facing south), the north side of a free-standing table (presumably facing those intending to receive the Elements who would be sitting in the quire stalls opposite), or at the north end of a free-standing table lengthwise in the chancel, facing
a congregation seated in the nave.[citation needed]Often, where a celebrant chose to situate himself was meant to convey his churchmanship (that is, more Reformed or more Catholic). The use of candles or tabernacles was banned by canon law, with the only appointed adornment being a white linen cloth.High altar of St Paul's Cathedral,
LondonBeginning with the Oxford Movement in the 19th century, the appearance of Anglican altars took a dramatic turn in many churches. Candles and, in some cases, tabernacles were reintroduced. In some churches two candles, on each end of the altar, were used; in other cases sixthree on either side of a tabernacle, typically surmounted by a
crucifix or some other image of Christ. When a stone altar was placed in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Cambridge after rebuilding works in 1841, a case was brought in the Court of Arches which resulted in an order to remove it and replace it with a wooden communion table.[36]The "low" altar area at Canterbury Cathedral[g]In Anglican
practice, conformity to a given standard depends on the ecclesiastical province and/or the liturgical sensibilities of a given parish. In the Parson's Handbook, an influential manual for priests popular in the early-to-mid-twentieth century, Percy Dearmer recommends that "All altars should be 3ft. 3in. high, and at least deep enough to take a corporal
[the square of linen placed underneath the Communion vessels] 20in. square, with an inch or two to spare." He also recommends that the altar stand upon three steps for each of the three sacred ministers, and that it be decorated with a silk frontal in the seasonal colour. In some cases, other manuals suggest that a stone be set in the top of wooden
altars, in the belief that the custom be maintained of consecrating the bread and wine on a stone surface. In many other Anglican parishes, the custom is considerably less rigorous, especially in those parishes which use free-standing altars. Typically, these altars are made of wood, and may or may not have a solid front, which may or may not be
ornamented. In many Anglican parishes, the use of frontals has persisted.When altars are placed away from the wall of the chancel allowing a westward orientation, only two candles are placed on either end of it, since six would obscure the liturgical action, undermining the intent of a westward orientation (i.e., that it be visible to the congregation).
In such an arrangement, a tabernacle may stand to one side of or behind the altar, or an aumbry may be used.Sensibilities concerning the sanctity of the altar are widespread in Anglicanism. In some parishes, the notion that the surface of the altar should only be touched by those in holy orders is maintained. In others, there is considerably less
strictness about the communion table. Nonetheless, the continued popularity of communion rails in Anglican church construction suggests that a sense of the sanctity of the altar and its surrounding area persists. In most cases, moreover, the practice of allowing only those items that have been blessed to be placed on the altar is maintained (that is,
the linen cloth, candles, missal, and the Eucharistic vessels).Anglican churchesThe altar with ciborium at All Saints Anglican church, Bristol, EnglandThe Lord's Table in St Barnabas' Church, Dulwich (Diocese of Southwark)Altar in Bunyip, Victoria, Australia Altar at Grace Cathedral, San FranciscoAltar at Anglo-Catholic Church of the Good Shepherd
(Rosemont, Pennsylvania)A traditional Russian Orthodox Holy Table (altar), Church of the Saviour on the Blood, St. Petersburgln Greek, the word (bms) can mean an altar of any religion or, in a broader sense, the area surrounding it; that is to say, the entire sanctuary.[37] In an Eastern Orthodox or a Byzantine Rite Eastern Catholic church this
sanctuary includes both the area behind the iconostasis, and the soleas (the elevated projection in front of the iconostasis), and the ambo. It is also called the (bema). When one enters the sanctuary, one is said to be going into the or . The altar itself in such a church may be referred to as either the Holy Table (Greek: ) or the Throne (Church Slavonic:
Prestl).For both Eastern Orthodox and Byzantine Eastern Catholics, the Holy Table (altar) is normally free-standing, although in very small sanctuaries it might be flush against the back wall for reasons of space. They are typically about one meter high, and may be made of stone or more often, wood. The exact dimensions may vary, but it is generally
square in plan and of reasonable proportion with respect to the size of the sanctuary. It has five legs: one at each corner plus a central pillar for holding the relics placed within it at its consecration.[h]A plain linen covering (Greek: Katasarkion, Slavonic: Strachtsa) is bound to the Holy Table with cords; this is never removed once the altar is



consecrated, and is considered to be its baptismal garment. The linen covering symbolizes the winding sheet which wrapped the body of Christ he was laid in the tomb. Since the altar is therefore never seen uncovered after this, it tends to be constructed more with sturdiness than aesthetics in mind. Above this first linen cover is a second,
ornamented altar cloth (Indtia), often of a brocade in the liturgical color reflecting the feast or changing ecclesiastical season. This outer covering usually reaches the floor and represents the glory of Gods Throne.[38] Many churches place a dust cover on the Holy Table between use, and it is often a simple red cloth or richer material. Sometimes, the
cloth covers only the Gospel Book or the front half of the Holy Table, but it may be large enough to cover the entire Holy Table and items on it, including liturgical candlesticks and the seven-branched candelabra.The Holy Place (sanctuary) in the church of the Saint Vladimir Skete at Valaam Monastery. To the left is the Holy Table (altar) with the
Gospel Book, the tabernacle, and the seven-branch candlestand. The Table of Oblation is in the background to the left. To the right is the cathedra (bishop's throne).Atop the altar is the tabernacle (Kovtchg), a miniature shrine sometimes built in the form of a church, inside of which is a small ark containing the reserved sacrament for use in
communing the sick. Also kept on the altar is the Gospel Book, under which is the antimension, a silken cloth imprinted with an icon of Christ being prepared for burial, with a relic sewn into it and the signature of the bishop. The Divine Liturgy must be served on an antimension, even if the altar is consecrated and contains relics. A simpler cloth
called the ilitn is wrapped around the antimension to protect it, and symbolizes the napkin tied around the face of Jesus when he was laid in the tomb (thus a companion to the strachitsa). When not in use, the antimension is left in the center of the Holy Table, and is never removed unless necessary.The Holy Table may only be touched by ordained
members of the higher clergy[i] and nothing unconsecrated nor the object of veneration should be placed on it. Objects may also be placed on the altar as part of setting them aside for sacred use. For example, icons are usually blessed by laying them on the Holy Table for a period of time or for a certain number of Divine Liturgies before sprinkling
them with holy water, and enshrining them wherever they will be venerated. The Epitaphios on Good Friday, and the Cross on the Feasts of the Cross, are also placed on the Holy Table before they are taken to the center of the church to be venerated by the faithful.In place of a fabric outer covering, some altars have a permanent, solid cover which
may be highly ornamented, richly carved, or even plated in precious metals. A smaller brocade cover is placed on this if the colour of the altar decoration is meant to reflect the liturgical season.A contemporary Byzantine Catholic altar during the Divine Liturgy at St. Joseph Church in Chicago, Illinois.The Holy Table is the place for offering the
Eucharist, where bread and wine are offered to God the Father and the Holy Spirit is invoked to make his Son Jesus Christ present in the Gifts. It is also where presiding clergy stand at any service, even when no Eucharist is being celebrated and no offering is made other than prayer. When the priest reads the Gospel during Matins (or an All-Night
Vigil) on Sunday, he reads it standing in front of the Holy Table, because it represents the Tomb of Christ, and the Gospel lessons for Sunday Matins are always one of the Resurrection appearances of Jesus.On the northern side of the sanctuary stands another, smaller altar, known as the Table of Oblation (Prothesis or Zhrtvennik) at which the Liturgy
of Preparation takes place. On it are prepared the bread and wine before the Divine Liturgy. The Prothesis symbolizes the cave at Bethlehem and also the Anointing Stone at which the Body of Christ was prepared after the Deposition from the Cross. A new Table of Oblation is also blessed, sprinkled with holy water, and vested at the consecration of a
church, but no relics placed within. Nothing other than sacred vessels, veils, etc. used in the Liturgy of Preparation may be placed on the Table of Oblation. The Epitaphios and Cross are also placed on the Table of Oblation before the priest and deacon solemnly transfer these to the Holy Table. In addition to higher clergy, subdeacons are permitted to
touch the Table of Oblation, but no one of lesser rank may do so. This is where a deacon will consume any remaining Gifts (Body and Blood of Christ) after the Divine Liturgy and perform the ablutions.The Syriac Maronite Church and other Syriac Churches have freestanding altars in most cases, so priests and deacons can circumambulate these with
processions and incensations. Traditionally, the Maronite liturgy was offered with the priest and people facing East, but because of modern Liturgical Latinisation, it is common for Maronite liturgies to be offered with the priest on the other side of the altar and facing the people, in imitation of modern practices in the Latin Church.Altar at the
Etchmiadzin Cathedralln the Armenian Rite the altar is placed against the eastern wall of the church, often in an apse. The shape of the altar is usually rectangular, similar to Latin altars, but is unusual in that it will normally have several steps on top of the table, on which are placed the tabernacle, candles, ceremonial fans, a cross, and the Gospel
Book. The altar is often located upon a kind of stage above a row of icons.Altars in the Alexandrian (Coptic Orthodox Church) tradition must have a square face upon which to offer the sacrifice. As the standard Coptic liturgy requires the priest to encircle the altar, it is never attached to any wall. Most Coptic altars are located under a baldachin.In
Ethiopian Orthodox Church tradition an icon is placed upon but towards the rear of the altar. It is away from the wall as in the Coptic tradition.Holy throne (Holy Altar) of Syriac Orthodox Church in Indialn the West Syriac Tradition, churches have altars in the eastern part of the sanctuary.Altars of East Syriac Rite are similar in appearance to
Armenian altars only they are not placed on a stage.The Indian Orthodox Church or Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church follows the West Syriac rite combined with Indian traditions and culture, commonly referred to as the Malankara Rite and as such follows a tradition of placing the altar towards the eastern side of the sanctuary. Usually, the altars
are paced underneath canopies called Beth' qudisho (transl. Holy House), has steps that houses the tabernacle, 3 to 12 candles (symbolising the 12 Apostles of Christ), a cross in the middle and adorned with exemplary decorations in the form of icons, wooden carvings, distinctly patterned fabrics etc. The altar in this tradition is referred to as thronose
(transl. throne) and the sanctuary is called the Madbaha (transl. sanctuary). A war altar was a mobile altar on which Mass was celebrated before a battle. The ultimate example is the carroccio of the medieval Italian city states, which was a four-wheeled mobile shrine pulled by oxen and sporting a flagpole and a bell. The carroccio also served as the
army standard.Altar stones were used by army chaplains of the Latin Church in the period leading up to the 20th century.This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. (March 2012) (Learn how and when to remove this
message)Murugan temple in Roermond, NetherlandsIn Hinduism, altars generally contain pictures or statues of deities. Large, ornate altars are found in Hindu temples, while smaller altars are found in homes and sometimes also in Hindu-run shops and restaurants. The word for temple is mandir (Sanskrit: ), the altar[j] as hypostatised temple.Shree
Ganesh Mandir, Jhansiln South Indian temples, often each deity will have a separate shrine, each contained in a miniature house (specifically, a mandir). These shrines are often scattered around the temple compound, with the three main ones being in the main area. The statue of the deity (murti) is placed on a stone pedestal in the shrine, and one or
more lamps are hung in the shrine. There is usually a space to put the puja tray (tray with worship offerings). Directly outside the main shrine, there will be a statue of the deity's vahana or vehicle. The shrines have curtains hung over the entrances, and wooden doors which are shut when the deities are sleeping. Some South Indian temples have one
main altar, with several statues placed upon it.A family altar in IndiaNorth Indian temples generally have one main altar at the front of the temple room. In some temples, the front of the room is separated with walls and several altars are placed in the alcoves. The statues on the altars are usually in pairs, each deity with their consort (Radha-Krishna,
Sita-Rama, Shiva-Parvati). However, some deities, such as Ganesha and Hanuman, are placed alone. Ritual items such as flowers or lamps may be placed on the altar.Home shrines can be as simple or as elaborate as the householder can afford. Large, ornate shrines can be purchased in India and countries with large Hindu minorities, like Malaysia
and Singapore. They are usually made of wood and have tiled floors for statues to be placed upon. Pictures may be hung on the walls of the shrine. The top of the shrine may have a series of levels, like a gopuram tower on a temple. Each Hindu altar will have at least one oil lamp and may contain a tray with puja equipment as well. Hindus with large
houses will set aside one room as their puja room, with the altar at one end of it. Some South Indians also place a shrine with pictures of their departed relatives on the right side of the room, and make offerings to them before making offerings to the gods.See also: Vedi (altar) and Homa (ritual)Detail of c.1700 painting of a Taoist altar during a ritual
for the dead, illustrating a scene from The Plum in the Golden Vase. Note the Three Purities plaques at the back of the altar, and the ritual implements, including incense burner and ritual sword on the right. Bowls hold food offerings for the deceased woman.An Ikuantaoist altarTaoist altars are erected to honor traditional deities and the spirits of
ancestors. Taoist altars may be erected in temples or in private homes. Strict traditions and different sects describe the items offered and the ritual involved in the temples, but folk custom in the homes is much freer.Imperial dynasties built huge altars called jtn () to perform various offering ceremonies called js (). The Temple of Heaven in Beijing is
one of those.Nearly all forms of Chinese traditional religion involve baibai ()--bowing towards an altar, with a stick of incense in one's hand.[39] (Some schools prescribe the use of three sticks of incense in the hand at one time.[40]) This may be done at home, or in a temple, or outdoors; by an ordinary person, or a professional (such as a Taoist priest);
and the altar may feature any number of deities or ancestral tablets. Baibai is usually done in accordance with certain dates of the lunar/solar calendar (see Chinese calendar).At certain dates, food may be set out as a sacrifice to the gods or spirits of the departed. (See, for example, Qingming Festival and Ghost Festival.) This may include rice,
slaughtered pigs and ducks, or fruit. Another form of sacrifice involves the burning of Hell Bank Notes, on the assumption that images thus consumed by the fire will reappearnot as a mere image, but as the actual itemin the spirit world, and be available for the departed spirit to use. In Taoist folk religion, sometimes chickens, pigs' feet, and pig heads
are given as offerings. But in orthodox Daoist practice, offerings should essentially be incense, candles and vegetarian offerings.[41]A bn th (worship table) is an altar used in ancestral worship and worship of Buddhas and gods in Vietnam A butsudan at ShinDo Buddhist TempleIn Buddhist-following cultures, structures such as bn th, butsudan, or
spirit houses are found in temples or homes. In Japan, the butsudan is a wooden cabinet with doors that enclose and protect a religious image of the Buddha or the Bodhisattvas (typically in the form of a statue) or a mandala scroll, installed in the highest place of honor and centered. The doors are opened to display the image during religious
observances. A butsudan usually contains subsidiary religious itemscalled butsugusuch as candlesticks, incense burners, bells, and platforms for placing offerings such as fruit. Some sects place ihai, memorial tablets for deceased relatives, within or near the butsudan. Butsudans are often decorated with flowers.The shrine is placed in the temple or
home as a place of worship to the Buddha, the Law of the Universe, etc. Scrolls (honzon) or statues are placed in the butsudan and prayed to morning and evening. Zen Buddhists also meditate before the butsudan.The original design for the butsudan began in India, where people built altars as an offering-place to the Buddha. When Buddhism came
to China and Korea statues of the Buddha were placed on pedestals or platforms. The Chinese and Koreans built walls and doors around the statues to shield them from the weather and also adapted elements of their respective indigenous religions. They could then safely offer their prayers, incense, etc. to the statue or scroll without it falling and
breaking.A Shinto Kamidana (household altar) in Japan. Note the shimenawa, a rope demarking the sanctuary area seen above, along the ceiling.Main articles: Jinja (Shinto) and Himorogiln Shinto, altars are found in shrines. Originating in ancient times, himorogi are temporarily erected sacred spaces or "altars" used as a locus of worship. A physical
area is demarcated with branches of green bamboo or sakaki at the four corners, between which are strung sacred border ropes (shimenawa). In the center of the area a large branch of sakaki festooned with sacred emblems (hei) is erected as a yorishiro, a physical representation of the presence of the kami and toward which rites of worship are
performed.In more elaborate cases, a himorogi may be constructed by placing a rough straw mat upon the ground, then erecting a ceremonial eight-legged stand (hakkyaku an) upon the mat, and decorating the stand with a frame festooned with sacred border ropes and sacred border emblems. Finally the sakaki branch is erected in the center of this
stand as the focus of worship.[42]Main article: HrgrA basic altar, called a hrgr, was used for sacrifice in Norse paganism. The hrgr was constructed of piled stones, possibly in a wood (harrow), and would be used in sacrifices and perhaps other ceremonies as well.A possible use of the hrgr during a sacrifice would be to place upon it a bowl of the
blood of an animal sacrificed to a Norse deity (e.g. a goat for Thor, a sow for Freyja, a boar for Freyr), then dipping a bundle of fir twigs into it and sprinkling the participants with the blood. This would consecrate the attendees to the ceremony, such as a wedding.In Nordic Modern Pagan practice, altars may be set up in the home or in wooded areas
in imitation of the hrgr of ancient times. They may be dedicated to Thor, Odin, or other Nordic deities.In neopaganism there is a wide variety of ritual practice, running the gamut from a very eclectic syncretism to strict polytheistic reconstructionism. Many of these groups make use of altars. Some are constructed merely of rough-hewn or stacked
stone, and some are made of fine wood or other finished material. Main article: Altar (Wicca)Modern Neo-Druidism may also make use of altars, often erected in groves. Though little is known of the specific religious beliefs and practices presided over by the ancient Druids, modern people who identify themselves as Druids are free to incorporate their
imagination in developing ceremonies and the use of ritual objects in keeping with their belief system. The "Order of Common Worship" of the Reformed Druids of North America' Liturgy of the Druids[43] calls for a fire to be started "in or near the altar" and makes use of various objects such as a chalice, staves, and a plant offering. If no altar is used,
the objects may be placed on the ground.Main article: High placeHigh places are elevated areas on which altars have been erected for worship in the belief that, as they were nearer heaven than the plains and valleys, they are more favourable places for prayer. High places were prevalent in almost all ancient cultures as centers of cultic
worship.High places in Israelite (Hebrew: Bamah, or Bama) or Canaanite culture were open-air shrines, usually erected on an elevated site. Prior to the conquest of Canaan by the Israelites in the 12th11th century BCE, the high places served as shrines of the Canaanite fertility deities, the Baals (Lords) and the Asherot (Semitic goddesses). In addition
to an altar, matzevot (stone pillars representing the presence of the divine) were erected.[44]The practice of worship on these spots became frequent among the Hebrews, though after the temple was built it was forbidden. Such worship was with difficulty abolished, though denounced time after time by the prophets as an affront to God. A closely
related example is a "backyard" altar, so to speak. Before there was a set temple and an established altar people built their own altars. After the temple was built use of these altars was forbidden. Unlike the case of high places, "backyard" altar worship was quickly eradicated. In following years, the practice drastically decreased in popularity.Altar
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from " altar is any structure upon which offerings such as sacrifices are made for religious purposes. It was usually a raised platform with a flat surface. There are over four hundred references to altars in the Bible. The word altar is first used in Genesis 8:20 when Noah built an altar to the Lord after leaving the ark. However, the idea was present as
early as Genesis 4:34 when Cain and Abel brought their sacrifices to the Lord. They most likely presented their offerings on some type of altar, even though the word altar is not used in that passage.An altar always represented a place of consecration. Before God gave His Law to Moses, men made altars wherever they were out of whatever material
was available. An altar was often built to commemorate an encounter with God that had a profound impact upon someone. Abram (Genesis 12:7), Isaac (Genesis 26:2425), Jacob (Genesis 35:3), David (1 Chronicles 21:26), and Gideon (Judges 6:24) all built altars and worshiped after having a unique encounter with God. An altar usually represented a
persons desire to consecrate himself fully to the Lord. God had worked in a persons life in such a way that the person desired to create something tangible to memorialize it.During times of Israels rebellion and idolatry, the Lords altars fell into disrepair. The prophet Elijah, confronting the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel, repaired the altar of the
Lord, which had been torn down (1 Kings 18:30). Elijahs restoration of the altar was significant, given the rampant paganism of his day. Also, in spite of the fact that he was living in a divided kingdom, the prophet symbolized the unity of Gods people in his construction: Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to
whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, Your name shall be Israel. With the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord (1 Kings 18:3132). It was on this rebuilt altar that God rained down fire and put the Baal-worshipers to shame (verses 3839).Sometimes God Himself commanded that an altar be built after He had delivered someone in a
miraculous way (Deuteronomy 27:47; Exodus 30:1). Such an altar would be a memorial to help future generations remember the mighty works of the Lord. Because atonement is Gods work, the Law specified that an altar made of stones must be made with natural, uncut stones, for you will defile it if you use a tool on it (Exodus 20:25).When God gave
instructions for the tabernacle, He also gave detailed instructions for the kind of altar the courtyard should contain (Exodus 27:18). On this altar, the people made sacrifices that God accepted as atonement for their sin. It was to have four horn-like projections, one at each corner. It had to be large enough to hold sacrifices of bulls, sheep, and goats.
For the temple that Solomon built, the altar was made of pure gold (1 Kings 7:48).In the broadest sense, an altar is merely a designated place where a person consecrates himself to someone or something. Many church buildings have altars for prayer, communion, weddings, and other sacred purposes. Some Christians create their own altars for
personal worship as visible reminders of Romans 12:1, which says to present yourself as a living sacrifice.Every human heart has an invisible altar where the war between the flesh and the spirit rages. When we surrender areas of our lives to the control of the Holy Spirit, we are in effect laying that area on the altar before God. It can help to visualize
Abrahams altar where he offered his son Isaac to the Lord (Genesis 22:9). We can ask the Lord what areas of our lives He is requiring that we offer to Him. We can symbolically lay that on the altar and let go. We dont need a flat-topped surface; we can surrender our lives to God on the altar of our hearts at any time. isnt it amazing how God works?
Throughout His Word, the Bible, we see these special places called altars. These arent just old piles of rocks or fancy furniture in a temple; oh no, they are so much more! They are powerful symbols of those incredible moments when God reached out to people, and people reached out to God. You see, deep down, we all have this desire to connect with
the Divine, and altars show us how God has always understood that. He even guided His people to build these places, knowing our hearts long for that tangible connection with Him. Today, I want to encourage you as we explore the wonderful meaning and incredible journey of altars in Gods plan. Were going to see how it all started with faithful men
like Noah and Abraham. Well look at the special instructions for the altars in the Tabernacle and the great Temple. And then, well discover the amazing way Jesus transformed our understanding of altars and what they mean for you and me today. When you understand the story of altars, it just opens up your eyes to how much God has always wanted
to be with His people, to meet with them, and to bless them. This journey can help you see, in a fresh new way, how God is still seeking that wonderful fellowship with every single one of us. So, what exactly is an altar when we read about it in the Bible? Well, simply put, its a special, dedicated place where people would bring their gifts and offerings
to God. The main Hebrew word for altar, mizba, actually comes from a word that means to slaughter or to sacrifice.6 Right away, that tells us that a big part of what altars were about involved these offerings. Even the English word altar has roots in Latin words like altrium, meaning high place, and adolere, which means to ritually burn or sacrifice.5
So, picture this: offerings being lifted up to God, going from a special raised place toward heaven. Its all about directing our worship from our hearts to our amazing God. The idea of altars wasnt unique to just one group. Way back, people would often see certain placesmaybe a big tree, a flowing spring, or a special rockas holy, as places where God
or spiritual powers might be. And theyd leave gifts there, hoping to find favor. In the Bibles earliest stories, altars were often very simple. In fact, when God first gave instructions about building an altar, way back in Exodus 20:24-25, He said to make them out of earth or plain, ordinary stones that hadnt been cut or shaped. And theres a beautiful
reason for that simplicity. God said in Exodus 20:25, And if you make Me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn stone; for if you use your tool on it, you have profaned it. Why? Well, God didnt want people carving images on the stones that could lead them away from Him and into idolatry, which was a big no-no. it was a reminder that our
worship should be focused on Gods incredible creation and His work, not on how clever or artistic we can be. Nature, made by God, was pure; but when we try to change it too much with our own hands, we can symbolically mess it up. Some even see this as a picture of our hearts God wants them pure and natural, not all shaped by human ideas, for
them to be acceptable to Him. This simple instruction shows us that right from the start, true worship was meant to be a genuine response to Gods goodness and His character, not a fancy show of our own talents or some way to try and control God with man-made things. Access to God wasnt about complicated stuff; it was about a sincere heart
meeting with Him. When we look at the lives of those giants of faithNoah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacobwe see that altars were incredibly personal and powerful for them. These werent just ritual sites; they were like spiritual anchors, marking the very spots where they had life-changing encounters with God and where He made incredible promises to
them. Noah: Can you imagine? After the whole world was flooded, the very first thing Noah did when he stepped out of that ark was to build an altar to the Lord. Genesis 8:20 tells us, Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. What a powerful act of worship! It
was his way of saying, God, thank You for saving us! and it was about starting fresh, rebuilding humanitys relationship with God on a brand-new earth. Noahs altar, an altar of sacrifice, really set the stage for future worship and showed just how important burnt offerings were. Abraham: Abraham, the father of faithhis life journey was marked by
building altars. These altars were so major: Worship and Saying Yes to God: Building an altar was Abrahams way of saying, God, You are in charge, and Im all in for You!2 Responding to Gods Voice: Often, Abraham built altars right where God appeared to him or gave him a big promise. For example, when God showed up at Shechem and promised
that land to his descendants, Genesis 12:7 says, he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. These altars became like memorials, reminding him of Gods faithfulness and his own faith-filled response. Marking the Covenant: Altars were tied directly to the amazing covenant God made with Abraham. They were like physical signposts
of Gods promises and Abrahams yes to the deal. Declaring Gods Ownership of the Land: By building altars in places like Shechem, Bethel, and Hebron, Abraham was, in a way, planting a spiritual flag, claiming that land for God and for the future He had promised. It was a pattern: God would promise the land, and Abraham would build an altar. Some
believe these patriarchal altars were a way of servicing their ancestral covenants for a continuous hold on their land of inheritance, and that the seven altars built by Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob together showed that Canaan would always belong to their descendants. Sacrifice and Making Things Right: While not every altar story mentions a sacrifice,
the most powerful one is on Mount Moriah, where Abraham was ready to offer his son Isaac (Genesis 22:9). This was a glimpse, a foreshadowing, of the ultimate sacrifice God would one day make. Isaac: Isaac, he followed in his fathers footsteps of faith and altar-building. After God appeared to him at Beersheba and reconfirmed those amazing
covenant promises, Genesis 26:25 tells us, Isaac built an altar there and called on the name of the LORD. This showed his own personal encounter with God and that he was carrying on that covenant relationship. Jacob: Jacob also had some incredible God-moments, and he often marked them with altars. Think about Bethel, which means House of
God. Thats where God appeared to him in a dream! Later, God told him to go back to Bethel, and he built an altar there (Genesis 35:1, 3, 7). For all these men of God, building an altar was a powerful act of consecrationsaying, God, I give myself and everything I have to You.16 These altars werent just for rituals; they were places of relationship, of
talking with God (calling on the name of the Lord), and of remembering His goodness. They were like tangible reminders of how God had shown up in the past, and that fueled their faith and obedience for the future, making Gods presence and promises very real in their often-changing lives. And you know what? We can do something similar today.
We can create our own altarsthose special reminders of how God has specifically stepped into our lives, shown His faithfulness, and kept His promises. That can strengthen our faith too! As Gods plan unfolded in the Old Testament, we see an evolution in the kinds of altars people built. This change reflected how Israels worship became more
organized and centered. And every type of altar, with its special materials and design, was packed with meaning, teaching powerful truths about Gods character and how He wanted people to approach Him. Early/Patriarchal Altars (The Simple Start): Like we talked about, those first altars built by heroes of faith like Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
were usually pretty simple. What They Were Made Of: They used what was right there in nature: earth or plain, uncut stones, just like God later instructed in Exodus 20:24-25. The big thing was not using stones that had been shaped or carved by tools. Why They Built Them: These altars were for talking directly to God, offering sacrifices, marking
those amazing places where God showed up or spoke, and remembering those covenant moments with Him.Tabernacle Altars (Gods Mobile Sanctuary): When God established the Mosaic Covenant and gave instructions for the Tabernaclethat amazing portable sanctuary for their desert journeyHe specified two distinct altars. This was a shift, towards
a more structured and set-apart way for the whole community to worship. Where It Was: This was the bigger altar, and it sat in the outer courtyard of the Tabernacle. It was the very first holy thing a worshipper would see when they came into the Tabernacle area. What It Was Made Of: It was made of acacia wood (also called shittim wood), which
was tough and found in the desert, and then it was completely covered in bronze. The altar was hollow, maybe filled with earth or stones to help with the heat and keep it steady. It had a bronze grating, like a mesh, halfway down, and thats where the wood and sacrifices were placed. How It Looked: The Altar of Burnt Offering was square, about 7.
feet long, 7. feet wide, and 4. feet high. It had four horns at its corners, which were part of the altar and also covered in bronze. These horns were super important in the sacrifice ritualsblood was often put on them, and they were even a place where someone could seek safety. And get this: to avoid the pagan practice where priests might expose
themselves by climbing steps, they used a ramp to go up to the altar. It also had bronze rings and poles made of acacia wood covered in bronze so they could carry it when they moved. The Meaning of Bronze: Bronze is a strong metal that can handle fire, and it was often associated with judgment. The sacrifices for sin were offered on this bronze
altar, showing that sin had to be judged before anyone could approach a holy God. Some say the acacia wood inside could represent Jesus humanity, strong enough to endure Gods judgment.Where It Was: This smaller altar was inside the Holy Place, the first room of the Tabernacle tent. It was right in front of the veil that separated the Holy Place
from the Most Holy Place (the Holy of Holies), where the Ark of the Covenant was. What It Was Made Of: It was also made of acacia wood this one was completely covered in pure gold. All its tools were gold too. How It Looked: The Altar of Incense was square, about 1. feet long, 1. feet wide, and 3 feet high. Just like the other altar, it had four horns
at its corners, covered in gold. It had a beautiful gold molding or crown around the top, and gold rings with gold-covered poles for carrying. The Meaning of Gold: Gold, so precious and pure, symbolized God Himself, His holiness, His glory, and His kingship. Using gold for the Altar of Incense, which was all about prayer and was closer to Gods
amazing presence in the Holy of Holies, showed just how sacred talking with God is.Solomons Temple Altars (Permanent and Even More Magnificent): When King Solomon built the permanent Temple in Jerusalem, he generally followed the designs of the Tabernacle altars everything was on a much bigger, grander scale! This reflected the
permanence and national importance of this central place of worship. Where It Was: Just like in the Tabernacle, it was in the Temple courtyard. What It Was Made Of: This altar was made entirely of bronze (or maybe bronze covering a huge stone or earth structure). How It Looked: It was way bigger than the Tabernacles altarabout 30 feet long, 30
feet wide, and 15 feet high!6 Because it was so big, it definitely needed a ramp for the priests.Where It Was: This was inside the Holy Place of the Temple, right before the veil. What It Was Made Of: Although the Tabernacles incense altar was acacia wood covered in gold, the Temples incense altar is described as being made of cedarwood covered
with gold (1 Kings 6:20, 22). This shows the even more precious materials used in the grand Temple. How It Looked: Its size was similar to the Tabernacles (1 Kings 6:20 seems to describe it in relation to the oracle Exodus 30:1-10 was still the pattern) it was part of a much more permanent and beautifully decorated setting.Illegitimate/Pagan Altars
(The Ones God Said No To): The Old Testament also talks a lot about altars built for worshipping false gods, like Baal. God strictly forbade these, and He often told the Israelites to tear them down (like in Exodus 34:13). Altars made of brick were also something God disliked (Isaiah 65:3). This journey from simple, personal altars of earth and stone to
the carefully designed and valuable metal-covered altars of the Tabernacle and Temple is amazing. It shows worship moving from individuals and families to a highly organized, God-designed national system, with the altar always being a central part. And the choice of materialsearth, stone, wood, bronze, and goldwasnt random. These materials
painted a picture, a visual theology, helping the worshipper understand sin, judgment, holiness, and that sacred journey into Gods presence. To help you see it all clearly, heres a little table summarizing these Old Testament altars: Table 1: Key Old Testament Altars and Their Characteristics Type of AltarPrimary MaterialsKey Design
FeaturesLocationPrimary PurposePatriarchal AltarsEarth, Unhewn StonesSimple, often spontaneous constructionsSites of divine encountersDirect worship, sacrifice, marking divine encounters, covenant making 1Tabernacle: Burnt OfferingAcacia Wood, Bronze OverlaySquare (5x5x3 cubits), horns, bronze grating, ramp, portable (rings & poles)Outer
CourtyardAnimal sacrifices for atonement, worship, thanksgiving 6Tabernacle: IncenseAcacia Wood, Gold OverlaySquare (1x1x2 cubits), horns, gold crown/molding, portable (rings & poles)Holy Place (before the veil)Burning incense symbolizing prayer and intercession 6Temple: Burnt OfferingBronze (or bronze over stone/earth)Large, square
(20x20x10 cubits), horns, rampTemple CourtyardAnimal sacrifices for atonement, worship, thanksgiving on a national scale 6Temple: IncenseCedarwood, Gold OverlaySquare (similar to Tabernacles pattern), horns, gold crown/molding, permanentHoly Place (before the veil)Burning incense symbolizing prayer and intercession within the permanent
Temple 29 Sacrifices were the absolute heart and soul of Old Testament worship, and the altar was the sacred stage where these incredibly important rituals happened. This sacrificial system wasnt just some random idea; it was Gods amazing provision to help Israel in their relationship with Him and to deal with the human condition. It wasnt just one
kind of act a whole system with different offerings for different reasons. The most important reason for sacrifices on the altar was to make things right with God because of sin (atonement). The book of Leviticus, especially, explains how the blood of sacrificial animals, when it was shed and put on the altar, made atonement for the peoples souls
(Leviticus 17:11). This showed how serious sin was and that its consequence was death it also provided a way God designed for forgiveness and to be brought back into relationship with Him. And you know what? This whole system, with all its focus on blood atonement, was powerfully pointing ahead to the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ. But it
wasnt just about sin. Sacrifices were also powerful acts of worship and devotion. Offerings like the burnt offering, where the whole animal was consumed on the altar, symbolized giving yourself completely to God, holding nothing back. Through these acts, people and the whole community showed their respect, their submission, and their honor to
their mighty God. Sacrifices were also a way to say thank You. Noahs offering after the flood? That was a huge thank You to God for saving him and his family. Peace offerings often had a thanksgiving element too, and they usually involved a meal together, which symbolized communion and fellowship with God and with each other. Altars and the
sacrifices on them were also a key part of making and renewing covenants. When God made those solemn agreements with His people, sacrifices were often part of sealing the deal and confirming the relationship (like in Exodus 24:4-8, where Moses built an altar and offered sacrifices when the Mosaic Covenant was established). And then, some
offerings were for purification, cleansing people or things from ritual uncleanness, making them holy and acceptable to approach God or join in worship with the community. There was a special function connected to the Altar of Incense (the Golden Altar). Every day, special incense was burned on this altar in the Holy Place, and it symbolized the
prayers of Gods people rising up to Him. Psalm 141:2 paints a beautiful picture: Let my prayer be set forth before You as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. This act of offering incense was considered a pleasing aroma to the Lord, showing that He accepts our sincere prayers and worship. Even the fire on the Altar of Burnt
Offering was major. According to Leviticus 6:12-13, God Himself lit that fire at the beginning, and it was supposed to be kept burning all the time; it was never to go out. This ever-burning flame symbolized Gods constant presence, His never-ending covenant, and His readiness to accept the offerings of His people. That idea of a pleasing aroma that
we see with both burnt offerings (Leviticus 1:9) 2 and the incense 26 tells us something wonderful: God actually takes pleasure in the sincere worship, the repentance, and the devotion of His people when its offered from a genuine heart, according to His ways. This shows us a God who isnt distant or uncaring who is touched by our acts of worship
when they come from a true place. The rituals were specific, yes that pleasing aroma means God was looking past the mechanics to the heart behind the offering. So, the Old Testament sacrificial system, with the altar at its center, was Gods gracious way of allowing a sinful people to come near to a holy God. It taught them about how serious sin is,
why atonement is necessary, how important worship and thanksgiving are, and the path to staying in fellowship with Himall while pointing forward to a more perfect and final sacrifice. Isnt that something? When Jesus Christ arrived on the scene, it brought an absolutely powerful and wonderful transformation to how we understand altars and
sacrifice. The Old Testament system, with its physical altars and animal sacrifices, was Gods plan for that time the New Testament shows us that it was all leading up to something even greater, something fulfilled in Jesus. The focus shifts dramatically from physical things and repeated rituals to spiritual realities centered on the amazing person and
work of Jesus. The biggest change, the most incredible news, is that Jesus Christ Himself is the ultimate sacrifice. His death on the cross is the final, perfect, once-and-for-all sacrifice for the sins of every person, making those continuous animal sacrifices on physical altars no longer necessary. The writer of Hebrews explains it so beautifully: Christ,
our great High Priest, offered Himself one time for everyone, achieving an eternal redemption that the blood of bulls and goats never could (Hebrews 9:11-14, 10:10-12). In this new light, the cross itself is seen as the ultimate altar where Jesus, the Lamb of God, shed His blood to redeem the world. Some theologians even call the cross Gods personal
altar, emphasizing that God Himself was in this sacrifice. In fact, Christ is the Priest, He is the Victim (the sacrifice), and He is the Altar of His own sacrifice!37 This amazing fulfillment led to a shift from physical altars to spiritual ones. Worship is no longer tied to one specific place or a physical temple with its altars. Jesus Himself hinted at this when
He talked to the Samaritan woman, saying that true worshippers would worship the Father in spirit and truth (John 4:23-24). And when that temple veil tore in two the moment Christ died (Matthew 27:51), it was a powerful symbol of this change! It meant that direct access to Gods presence was now open to everyone who comes through Christ,
without needing the old system of earthly altars and priestly mediation in the same way. So, the New Testament introduces these new, spiritual ideas about altars and sacrifice: Your Body as a Living Sacrifice: In Romans 12:1, the Apostle Paul urges us, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to Godthis is your true and proper
worship. Wow! Thats a radical call. Unlike Old Testament sacrifices that were killed, we are to offer ourselves continuously, Although were alive, dedicating our whole selvesour bodies, our minds, our actions, our willsto serving God. This ongoing, dynamic life of devotion becomes our spiritual act of worship. The Altar of Your Heart: Your heart,
becomes a spiritual altar. Its a sacred, internal place for devotion, for connecting with God, and for offering yourself to Him. This brings worship inside, making it personal and always available. Prayer and Praise as Spiritual Sacrifices: Our prayers are like incense rising from a spiritual altar (Revelation 8:3-4). Hebrews 13:15 encourages us to
continually offer to God a sacrifice of praisethe fruit of lips that openly profess his name. That verse in Hebrews 13:10, We have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat, is understood to be talking about Christ and His sacrifice. As believers, we spiritually eat from this altarChrist Himselfreceiving nourishment and
life from His sacrifice, something the old system couldnt provide. So, the New Testament doesnt throw away the foundational ideas of altarsdedication, offering, communion, and atonement. Instead, it shows us their ultimate fulfillment and how they become real inside us, in and through Jesus Christ. The shift from animals covering sin over and over
again to Christ conquering sin once and for all means were in a New Covenant. This new covenant isnt mainly about dealing with sins guilt all the time (though its built on Christs complete payment for that guilt) its about empowering us to live a new, holy life dedicated to God, all made possible by His victory. This opens up worship to everyone and
makes it deeply personal, calling every Christian to a continuous life of offering themselves to God. How amazing is that? The idea of a heavenly altar is something truly special, and we find it mainly in the New Testament books of Hebrews and Revelation. It paints a picture of a celestial counterpart to those earthly altars, showing us the ultimate
reality of worship and making things right with God. The Heavenly Altar in the Book of Hebrews: The book of Hebrews draws this incredible contrast between the earthly Tabernacle and its services, and a greater and more perfect tabernacle (Hebrews 9:11) up in heaven. It teaches us that the earthly sanctuary and its altars were just a copy and
shadow of the heavenly things (Hebrews 8:5). Moses actually got a glimpse of this heavenly pattern when he was on Mount Sinai. Jesus Christ, our amazing High Priest, isnt ministering in an earthly sanctuary. No, He has entered the heavenly one, the true tabernacle which the Lord pitched, and not man (Hebrews 8:2). Its at this heavenly altar, within
this true sanctuary, that Christ presented His own blood as the perfect and eternal sacrifice for sins (Hebrews 9:11-14, 9:24). His ministry there guarantees that His atoning work is forever effective and that we, as believers, have access to God. The Heavenly Altar in the Book of Revelation: The Book of Revelation gives us several powerful visions that
include an altar in heaven, and it plays a big role in the unfolding end-times drama. In Revelation 6:9, John sees under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. These are the martyrs, those who gave their lives for their faith. Their presence under the altar brings to mind the
imagery of sacrifices. This altar is often seen as the heavenly altar of sacrifice, where their lives, offered for their faith, are viewed as offerings. Their blood, like the blood of Old Testament sacrifices poured at the base of the altar, cries out to God for justice. In Revelation 8:3-5, an angel is standing at a golden altar before the throne with a golden
censer. Hes given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all Gods people. The smoke of the incense, mixed with these prayers, goes up to God. Then, the angel takes fire from this altar in the censer and throws it to the earth, followed by thunder, lightning, and an earthquakesignaling the start of Gods judgments. This golden altar is clearly the
heavenly version of the Altar of Incense, directly linking the prayers of the saints to how Gods purposes unfold. Other parts of Revelation also mention the altar in the context of heavenly worship, Gods declarations, and judgment (Revelation 9:13; 11:1; 14:18; 16:7). For instance, a voice from the four horns of the golden altar is heard in Revelation
9:13, and in Revelation 16:7, the altar itself speaks, confirming the truth and justice of Gods judgments. Theres some discussion among scholars about whether Revelation is showing us one multi-purpose heavenly altar or two separate ones, like the earthly Altar of Burnt Offering and Altar of Incense. But regardless of the exact setup, the symbolic
function of the heavenly altar is whats truly important. What is this Heavenly Altar Like and What Does It Do? The heavenly altar represents the ultimate and permanent place of true worship and sacrifice, where Christs offering is eternally valid. Its the place where the prayers of the saints are received and presented before God, showing their direct
access and acceptance in His presence. And more than that, this altar is directly connected to Gods justice and how He carries out His plan for redemption and judgment in history. The cries of the martyrs from under the altar and the fire cast from the altar to the earth show its not just a place of quiet worship a dynamic center from which Gods
purposesincluding judgment on evil and the vindication and salvation of His faithful peopleare put into action. This idea of a heavenly altar brings such comfort and assurance to us as believers. It confirms that Christs sacrifice has a lasting, heavenly power, that our prayers are truly heard right before the throne of God, and that God is sovereignly
working out His plans for justice and redemption. Isnt that wonderful to know? The Apostle Pauls words in Romans 12:1 are a real game-changer for understanding how to live the Christian life: Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of Gods mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to Godthis is your true and
proper worship. This powerful call completely redefines what sacrifice means. It shifts it from something a priest did every now and then, to a continuous, personal act that every single one of us can do in every part of our lives. What Does Living Sacrifice Mean? To be a living sacrifice means to offer your whole selfyour body, your mind, your will,
your actionsin ongoing dedication to God. unlike those animal sacrifices in the Old Testament that were killed on the altar, this sacrifice is living. That means its a dynamic, moment-by-moment choice to set yourself apart for Gods purposes while youre alive and well. It involves willingly surrendering your own desires, your ambitions, your plans, and
even your fears to His leadership. Were called to consciously stay on the altar, continually renewing that commitment. Holy and Pleasing to God: This offering of ourselves is to be holy. That means set apart for God, different from the patterns and values of the world around us. It involves living a life that is being transformed by Gods character and
lined up with His will. This isnt something that just happens; it takes conscious effort and decision, because Paul knew that our fleshour human nature that tends to want its own wayoften fights against this complete surrender to God. True and Proper Worship (or Reasonable Service / Spiritual Worship): Presenting ourselves as a living sacrifice is
described as our true and proper worship (some translations say reasonable service or spiritual worship). This tells us that living a life of total dedication is the logical, authentic, and spiritually mature way to respond to the incredible mercy God has shown us in Christ, which Paul talks all about in the earlier chapters of Romans. This understanding
expands our idea of worship way beyond just formal church services or specific religious acts. It means our entire daily life can be an act of worship!39 How Do We Practically Live as a Living Sacrifice? This call to sacrificial living shows up in real, tangible ways: Serving Others: It means putting the needs of others before our own, loving our
neighbors, and using the spiritual gifts God has given us to build up His church and serve the world. Daily Choices: How we use our time, how we manage our money, how we conduct our relationships, and the ethical decisions we make every dayall these become expressions of this self-offering. Surrendering Our Will: It often involves an internal
wrestling match, a conscious choice to submit our own will to Gods will in different situations. Thats the heart of the sacrifice. And heres something really important: being a living sacrifice is something we do in response to Gods mercy, not to earn it. Our motivation is gratitude and love for the salvation weve already received through Christ, not fear
or trying to make God like us more. This concept empowers every single believer to see their ordinary life as an extraordinary opportunity for worship, making faith incredibly practical and something that touches every part of who we are. It shifts the focus from just doing religious duties at set times to an all-encompassing dedication to God, lived out
right where we are. When we talk about having an altar in our hearts, its a beautiful and powerful way to describe how worship, sacrifice, and our connection with God become deeply personal and internal. You might not find that exact phrase in the Bible it wonderfully captures so many New Testament truths about our inner life and our relationship
with God. It means that the main place where we meet God and offer ourselves to Him has moved from a physical, external building to the spiritual, internal space of our own hearts. God wants our hearts to become these sacred spaces, true altars dedicated to worshipping Him and having fellowship with Him. This inner altar is where the Holy Spirit
lives within us (1 Corinthians 6:19), transforming each of us into a temple of God. Its in this sacred space of the heart that a right relationship with God begins and grows. Its where we choose to put God where we repent when we need to, and where we offer our very bestour time, our talents, our whole selvesto Him. This altar in our hearts is the
place of powerful consecration, where we say yes to Gods will over our own. Its where that living sacrifice we read about in Romans 12:1 is continually presented. Building and maintaining this inner altar involves intentionally practicing spiritual disciplines: Spending Time in Gods Word: When we regularly read, study, and think about Scripture, it
shapes our hearts and minds with Gods truth. Praying Persistently: Seeking Gods direction every day, asking Him for a pure heart, and just talking with Him keeps that connection strong and vibrant. Clearing Out the Clutter: Its important to identify and remove those thingswhether its media, habits, or even relationshipsthat pull our hearts away from
God or encourage thoughts that dont line up with His Word. This keeps our inner altar holy. Making a Decisive Dedication: Its about making a conscious, ongoing commitment to surrender our abilities and our lives to the Lord. This metaphorical altar is also a place of remembrance, a memorial we set up in our hearts to mark those personal
encounters with God and to remember His faithfulness. Just like those men of old built physical altars where God revealed Himself, we can cultivate an inner altar where we recall Gods amazing interventions and His promises, and that strengthens our faith. The idea of an altar in our hearts means that worship becomes radically accessible and
intimate. It means every single believer, no matter where they are or what their circumstances, can approach God, offer worship, and experience that sweet communion with Him anytime, anywhere. But, just like the Old Testament priests had to keep the fire burning on the physical altar 6, we have a responsibility to take care of this spiritual altar.
Continuously nurturing our inner life through spiritual disciplines ensures that our hearts remain a vibrant place of worship and consecration. This moves worship beyond just scheduled events and transforms it into a moment-by-moment reality of fellowship with the living God. Isnt that exciting? Those early leaders of the Christian the ones we often
call the Church Fathers, who wrote in the centuries right after the apostles, they continued to understand Christian worship in ways that included sacrifice and the idea of an altar. Their teachings show us a clear and beautiful bridge from Old Testament ideas about sacrifice, through their amazing fulfillment in Christ, to the worship practices of the
early especially when it came to the Eucharist (which we also know as Communion or the Lords Supper). The Eucharist as a Sacrifice: From the very beginning, the Eucharist was described as a sacrifice. The Didache (around A.D. 70): This early Christian guide tells believers to Assemble on the Lords day, and break bread and offer the Eucharist; but
first make confession of your faults, so that your sacrifice may be a pure one. It directly links this Christian offering to that prophecy in Malachi 1:11, 14 about a pure offering being made to God among all nations. It also echoes what Jesus taught in Matthew 5:23-24 about getting right with others before you offer your gift at the altar. Pope Clement I
(around A.D. 80): In his letter to the Corinthians, Clement talks about presbyters (elders or priests) who blamelessly and holily have offered its sacrifices, referring to their duties in leading worship. Ignatius of Antioch (around A.D. 110): Ignatius really emphasized the unity of the Church around the bishop and the Eucharist. He urged believers to
observe one common Eucharist; for there is but one Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, and but one cup of union with his Blood, and one single altar of sacrificeeven as there is also but one bishop. This clearly shows an early understanding that the Eucharist was a singular, central, sacrificial act performed on an altar. John Chrysostom (around A.D. 387-
392): What a powerful theologian! Chrysostom described the Eucharist in such vivid, sacrificial terms. He spoke of seeing the Lord immolated and lying upon the altar, and the priest bent over that sacrifice praying. He called the communion table this tableChrist, slain for us, the sacrificial victim who is placed thereon!. Chrysostom also made it clear
that Although the sacrifice is offered daily, its a remembrance of Christs one, unrepeatable death, not a brand-new sacrifice each time. It is the same one sacrifice made present. These teachings show us that the early Church didnt just see the Eucharist as a symbolic meal to remember Jesus. They saw it as a powerful spiritual sacrificean unbloody re-
presentation and a way to participate in Christs once-for-all offering on the cross. Early Christian Altars (Physical Structures and What They Called Them): At Christians often worshipped in private homes (we call them house churches). But by the 3rd century A.D., the table where they celebrated the Eucharist began to be clearly thought of as an
altar. What They Were Made Of and Looked Like: The very first Christian altars were usually made of wood and looked like ordinary household tables. We can even see pictures of them in frescoes in the Roman catacombs. Over time, especially after Christianity became legal in the 4th century and Christians started building dedicated church
buildings (basilicas), stone altars became more and more common in the West. Connection to Martyrs Tombs: Something really major happened: they started building altars over the tombs of martyrs or placing their relics (sacred remains) beneath the altar. This custom might have been inspired by Revelation 6:9 (I saw under the altar the souls of
them that were slain for the word of God). It theologically linked Christs ultimate sacrifice, the martyrs sacrificial witness for their faith, and the ongoing Eucharistic sacrifice of the Church. It was like saying the Church is built on the foundation of Christs sacrifice, and the saints echo and participate in that. The Words They Used: Early Christians
were careful about the words they used. The Greek term trapeza Kyriou (table of the Lord, from 1 Corinthians 10:21) was common. The word thysiastrion (a Greek word for a place of sacrifice, used in Hebrews 13:10 and for Old Testament altars) was also used for the Christian altar, to distinguish it from pagan altars, which were often called bmos (a
word Christians avoided). In Latin, they used words like altare and mensa (table). St. Cyprian made a clear distinction, calling the Christian altar altare Dei (altar of God) and pagan altars aras diaboli (altars of the devil). The teachings and practices of these Church Fathers show a strong sense of both continuing what God had started and
transforming it. They saw the Old Testament sacrificial system fulfilled in Christ, and they believed that this one sacrifice was made present and accessible to believers in the Eucharist, which they understood as a holy sacrifice offered upon an altar. This historical perspective helps us today appreciate the deep roots of our understanding of
Communion and the sacredness that has been associated with Christian worship from its very earliest days. The entire biblical story of altars, from Genesis to Revelation, reveals Gods unwavering commitment to bridging the gap created by sin and establishing a relationship with us, His people. This divine initiative, always shown through sacrifice
and presence, invites us to offer our lives back to Him in consecrated worship. By understanding the significance of altars, we can gain a richer understanding of Gods incredible redemptive story, the depth of Christs sacrifice, and our own continuous call to live as dedicated worshippers in a world that desperately needs to see Gods presence made
real. Believe it, receive it, and live it out!

What is an altar in the bible. What is the significance of altars in the bible. What is the altar used for in a church. What was the purpose of an altar in the bible. What is an evil altar according to the bible. What is
the meaning of an altar in the bible.
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