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The	coconut	palm	stands	as	a	national	symbol	in	the	Maldives,	deeply	rooted	in	its	ancient	traditions.	The	country's	geography	consists	of	about	1,200	coral	islands	and	sandbanks,	forming	clusters	or	atolls	that	stretch	over	510	miles	from	north	to	south	and	80	miles	from	east	to	west.	The	capital	island	of	Male	is	located	approximately	400	miles
southwest	of	Sri	Lanka.	The	Maldives'	national	anthem	plays	a	significant	role	in	the	country's	history	and	culture.	As	the	head	of	state,	President	Mohamed	Muizzu	leads	the	nation,	with	the	People's	Majlis	serving	as	its	legislative	house.	Dhivehi	is	the	official	language,	along	with	Islam	being	the	state	religion.	The	country	boasts	stunning	beaches,
lagoons,	and	a	lush	growth	of	coconut	palms.	Fish	abundance	can	be	found	in	the	reefs	and	seas	surrounding	the	islands,	making	fishing	an	essential	part	of	the	economy.	The	population	is	predominantly	rural,	living	on	small	islands	in	scattered	atolls.	Tourism	has	significantly	contributed	to	the	Maldives'	rapid	economic	development	since	the	1970s.
Annual	growth	rates	have	been	high,	averaging	about	6	percent	during	the	2010s,	transforming	the	country	into	an	upper-middle-income	nation.	Fishing	remains	a	crucial	sector	of	the	economy	but	has	given	way	to	tourism	as	the	primary	source	of	gross	domestic	product.	The	staple	foods	must	be	imported,	and	industries	are	mostly	handicraft	or
cottage	type,	including	coir	production,	fish	canning,	and	boat	building.	Textile	and	garment	manufacturing	was	a	lucrative	industry	until	the	mid-1990s	when	international	textile	trade	quota	expired.	Construction	is	the	main	industrial	sector.	The	Maldives	joined	the	South	Asian	Free	Trade	Area	in	2006	and	signed	a	free	trade	agreement	with	China
in	2017.	Imports	include	consumer	goods	such	as	food,	textiles,	medicines,	and	petrol	products.	Fish,	mainly	dried	or	canned	tuna,	is	the	main	export	item.	Major	trading	partners	include	China,	India,	UAE,	Thailand,	Sri	Lanka,	and	Singapore.	Tourism	drives	the	services	sector,	attracting	over	1.5	million	visitors	annually.	The	industry	provides	a
unique	experience	with	high-end	hotels	and	diving	opportunities.	The	service	sector	accounts	for	four-fifths	of	GDP	by	the	mid-2010s.	Tourism	growth	led	to	changes	in	the	labour	market,	shifting	focus	from	agriculture	to	services.	Foreign	workers	from	South	Asia	fill	skills	gaps,	but	women's	participation	rate	decreased	due	to	cultural	norms.	Taxes
are	collected	primarily	on	business	profits	and	goods	within	the	tourism	sector.	An	income	tax	was	introduced	in	2020.	Transportation	is	vital	between	islands	and	atolls,	with	China	and	India	investing	in	infrastructure	development.	Boats	connect	atolls,	and	scheduled	shipping	services	link	the	country	with	Sri	Lanka,	Singapore,	and	India.	The
Maldives	has	a	unicameral	legislature,	called	the	People's	Majlis,	where	members	are	elected	to	five-year	terms.	The	president	is	head	of	state	and	government,	assisted	by	a	vice	president	and	cabinet.	Non-Muslims	cannot	become	citizens,	and	Islamic	law	governs	the	country.	Other	governmental	bodies	include	civil	service	and	human	rights
commissions.	The	Maldivian	government	is	working	on	developing	higher-level	facilities	and	hospitals	across	its	capital	island.	However,	for	more	serious	ailments,	citizens	must	travel	to	Male.	The	country	offers	three	types	of	formal	education:	traditional	schools	that	focus	on	teaching	the	Qur'an,	Dhivehi-language	schools,	and	English-language
primary	and	secondary	schools.	While	nearly	all	children	are	enrolled	in	school	until	they're	15,	attendance	drops	significantly	for	higher	secondary	education.	A	few	private	institutions	provide	higher	education	options,	but	many	Maldivians	must	seek	degrees	abroad.	Marine	Conservation	and	Snorkeling	Adventures	at	Six	Senses	Laamu	The	Maldives
offers	a	unique	opportunity	to	combine	marine	conservation	with	snorkeling	adventures,	making	it	a	paradise	for	kids	and	adults	alike.	The	Ambassadors	of	the	Environment	program	at	Six	Senses	Laamu	provides	an	immersive	experience	that	teaches	children	about	the	importance	of	protecting	the	ocean	and	its	inhabitants.	The	resort's	organic
garden	allows	kids	to	make	their	own	juices,	while	older	kids	can	indulge	in	hair	braiding,	mini-facials,	and	pedicures	in	the	spa.	Younger	ones	are	spoiled	with	cute	toys	in	the	beachfront	family	villa.	The	resort's	focus	on	marine	conservation	is	evident	in	its	snorkeling	adventures,	which	include	exploring	the	house	reef	and	making	their	own
conservation	videos.	For	many	visitors,	snorkeling	is	a	life-changing	experience	that	offers	a	glimpse	into	the	underwater	world.	The	Maldives'	incredible	array	of	fish,	sharks,	and	turtles	makes	it	an	ideal	destination	for	snorkeling	enthusiasts.	The	resort's	diving	options	are	equally	impressive,	with	opportunities	to	dive	with	manta	rays,	whale	sharks,
and	over	200	species	of	sharks.	Getting	around	the	islands	can	be	done	by	speedboat,	seaplane,	or	ferry,	but	these	options	come	at	a	cost.	Visitors	should	also	budget	for	tours,	which	can	be	expensive,	so	tips	are	not	usually	expected.	The	legal	drinking	age	in	the	Maldives	is	18,	and	learning	a	few	words	of	the	national	language	Dhivehi	is
appreciated.	Looking	forward	to	trying	out	some	of	these	resort	options	in	the	Maldives	-	from	Kandima’s	extensive	dining	options	to	Soneva	Fushi's	luxurious	family	villas.	Many	travelers	have	praised	resorts	like	Centara	Ras	Fushi	for	their	adult-only	environments,	which	provide	a	great	balance	between	relaxation	and	activities.	Others	have	raved
about	Kagi's	excellent	wellness	programs,	including	yoga	and	spa	services,	making	it	an	ideal	choice	for	solo	travelers	or	those	focusing	on	health	and	wellness	during	their	stay.	For	families	with	younger	children,	kids	clubs	at	several	resorts	are	a	lifesaver	-	providing	a	safe	and	engaging	environment	while	parents	enjoy	some	downtime.	And,	of
course,	no	trip	to	the	Maldives	would	be	complete	without	experiencing	the	seaplane	transfers,	which	offer	a	thrilling	way	to	arrive	at	your	resort.	But,	as	travelers	have	noted,	there's	more	to	the	Maldives	than	just	beautiful	beaches	-	the	weather	can	be	quite	unpredictable,	with	temperatures	ranging	from	28	to	32	degrees	Celsius	and	distinct
seasonal	variations.	Still,	many	users	have	reported	that	the	warm	temperatures	and	intermittent	sunshine	make	for	enjoyable	vacations	despite	occasional	rain	showers.	Overall,	it	seems	that	the	Maldives	has	something	for	everyone	-	whether	you're	looking	for	luxury	and	relaxation	or	adventure	and	family-friendly	activities.	From	snorkeling	and
water	sports	to	outdoor	cinema	and	star-gazing	observatories,	this	Indian	Ocean	archipelago	is	a	true	paradise.	Soneva	Fushi	offers	a	fairytale-like	experience	for	children,	with	impressive	dining	options	like	Fresh	in	the	Garden	that	serve	creative	vegetable-focused	dishes	in	a	charming	setting.	The	resort's	luxury	approach	is	often	praised,	and	each
visit	feels	special	due	to	its	commitment	to	high-quality	service	and	attention	to	guests'	needs.	Guesthouse	stays	in	Maldives	offer	a	more	authentic	local	vibe,	but	travelers	should	be	aware	of	regulatory	requirements	such	as	proof	of	accommodation	and	PCR	testing.	For	activities,	guesthouses	on	local	islands	provide	easy	access	to	snorkeling	and
water	sports,	while	resorts	like	Mirihi	and	Lily	Beach	offer	better	room	options	and	richer	marine	experiences.	The	South	Ari	Atoll	is	highly	recommended	for	seeing	whale	sharks,	with	a	Marine	Protected	Area	enhancing	the	likelihood	of	sightings.	The	best	time	to	visit	Maldives	is	between	December	and	February	for	budget-conscious	travelers.	The
Maldives	are	an	archipelago	in	the	Indian	Ocean	known	for	their	picture-perfect	beaches,	blue	water,	and	luxury	resorts.	With	over	2000	species	of	fish,	there's	a	wealth	of	wildlife	to	see.	The	islands	are	formed	of	coral	atolls,	which	have	fragmented	into	countless	islands.	The	code	names	used	by	the	Maldives	refer	to	administrative	regions	and	may
consist	of	more	than	one	geographical	atoll.	The	tourism	industry	is	a	significant	sector	in	the	Maldives'	economy,	accounting	for	28%	of	GDP	and	more	than	60%	of	foreign	exchange	receipts.	The	government	relies	heavily	on	tourism	tax	revenue,	with	over	90%	of	tax	income	coming	from	import	duties	and	tourist-related	taxes.	In	2019,	the	islands
welcomed	over	1.7	million	visitors,	with	a	focus	on	high-end	resorts	and	luxury	amenities.	###ARTICLEThe	Maldives	is	a	low-lying	country	with	over	80%	of	its	area	at	or	below	sea	level.	The	local	population,	known	as	Maldivians,	are	predominantly	Sunni	Muslim,	with	a	culture	influenced	by	Sinhalese,	South	Indian,	and	Arab	traditions.	While	strict
laws	ban	alcohol,	pork,	and	public	observance	of	non-Muslim	religions	on	inhabited	islands,	resorts	operate	in	a	separate	bubble	where	most	rules	do	not	apply.	Interestingly,	the	weekend	in	the	Maldives	begins	on	Friday	and	ends	on	Saturday,	with	many	shops,	banks,	and	government	offices	closed	during	this	time.	The	country	enjoys	a	tropical
climate	with	abundant	sunshine	and	temperatures	ranging	from	26.4°C	to	31.5°C	throughout	the	year.	However,	rainfall	significantly	increases	during	the	April-October	southwest	monsoon	season,	particularly	from	June	to	November.	The	Maldives:	Islamic	Republic,	Tropical	Autocracy	by	J.J.	Robinson	provides	an	insightful	look	at	life	in	Malé	and
behind-the-scenes	at	resorts,	as	well	as	a	detailed	account	of	the	country's	complex	political	crises	between	2008	and	2015.	seaplanes	are	not	a	common	mode	of	transport	for	locals	however	the	Maldivian	equivalent	would	be	the	dhangethi	or	dhoni	which	is	a	small	wooden	boat	that	ferries	people	and	goods	around	the	atolls.	Scuba	diving	in	the
Maldives	can	be	a	cost-effective	option	compared	to	paying	high	resort	fees.	The	currents	vary	significantly,	with	little	water	inside	the	atolls	but	powerful	streams	on	the	sides	facing	the	open	sea.	The	warm	water	year-round	makes	it	suitable	for	diving,	although	rain,	wind,	and	waves	are	more	common	during	the	southwest	monsoon	season	from
June	to	November.	The	best	time	for	scuba	diving	is	from	January	to	April	when	the	sea	is	calm,	visibility	can	reach	30	m,	and	the	sun	shines	brightly.	Decompression	chambers	are	available	at	several	resorts,	including	Bandos	in	Kaafu,	Kuredu	in	Lhaviyani	Atoll,	and	Kuramathi	on	Alifu.	While	diving	in	the	Maldives	can	be	expensive	by	Asian
standards,	specialist	dive	resorts	often	offer	better	prices.	A	single	boat	dive	with	your	own	gear	costs	around	US$50,	while	without	it,	the	price	is	US$75.	Be	aware	of	surcharges	for	services	like	guided	dives	or	larger	tanks.	On	the	other	hand,	safety	standards	in	the	Maldives	are	high,	with	well-maintained	equipment	and	strict	adherence	to
protocol.	Hanifaru	Bay	is	a	UNESCO-protected	biosphere	famous	for	its	large	manta	ray	congregations.	The	Maldives	has	become	a	popular	surfing	destination	due	to	its	turquoise	waters	and	perfect	waves.	For	surfers,	the	best	period	is	between	March	and	October,	with	the	biggest	waves	in	June,	July,	and	August.	While	most	recognized	surf	breaks
are	in	Malé	Atoll,	there's	more	to	explore	on	smaller	islands.	Specialized	companies	offer	tailored	multi-day	boat	trips,	allowing	surfers	to	move	easily	between	points.	The	local	currency	is	the	Maldivian	rufiyaa,	denoted	by	"Rf"	or	"MRF."	Most	resorts	price	services	in	US	dollars	and	require	payment	in	hard	currency,	so	no	need	to	change	money	if
staying	at	a	resort.	Local	hotels	have	limited	shops,	mainly	selling	diving	and	holiday	essentials.	Excursions	often	visit	local	islands	with	handicrafts	for	sale,	but	they're	typically	made	outside	the	Maldives	and	come	with	significant	markups.	Coins	come	in	denominations	of	1-50	laari,	while	banknotes	range	from	5-1,000	rufiyaa.	The	current	series	of
rufiyaa	is	printed	entirely	on	polymer.	Exchanging	some	rufiyaa	before	heading	to	Malé	City	or	inhabited	atolls	can	be	helpful.	Coins	are	attractive	souvenirs,	but	smaller	denominations	are	rarely	used.	US	dollars	are	widely	accepted,	with	shops	exchanging	them	at	15:1	or	10:1.	If	changing	rufiyaa	back	to	your	currency	before	departure,	keep	the
receipt.	The	Bank	of	Maldives	in	the	airport	may	not	have	small	notes	of	your	original	currency.	Tipping	is	not	compulsory	but	a	10%	service	charge	is	added	to	everything.	Over	time,	tipping	culture	has	changed	in	the	Maldives	due	to	varying	amounts	from	overseas	visitors.	For	those	looking	for	comfort	and	service-oriented	tourism,	the	Maldives	can
be	expensive.	Mid-range	resorts	cost	around	US$1000	per	week	per	couple	for	meals,	drinks,	and	excursions.	However,	for	an	adventurous	traveler	with	time,	the	Maldives	can	be	affordable.	Resorts	in	the	Maldives	typically	offer	all-inclusive	packages	that	include	food	and	drinks,	with	options	ranging	from	budget-friendly	to	luxurious.	The	Maldives,
an	archipelago	located	on	Kaafu	with	easy	access	from	Malé	City,	is	a	luxury	destination	that	catizies	honeymooners	and	jet	set.	Luxuries	like	designer	furnishure,	gourmet	food,	and	plasma	TVs	in	overwater	villas	are	avalible	at	high	prices.	The	classic	overwater	bungalow	is	a	popular	choice,	but	it	has	its	downsides:	privacy	is	limited,	and	the	waves
can	make	it	hard	to	sleep	during	storms.	Some	resorts	are	far	from	the	airport,	requiruing	an	expensive	seaplane	transfer	and	overnight	stays.	However,	those	that	are	farther	away	tend	to	have	more	peaceful	islands	and	better	diving.	The	choice	of	resort	also	depends	on	your	nationality,	with	some	being	dominated	by	Italians,	Germans,	or	Dutch
guests.	For	a	more	affordable	option,	guesthouses	on	inhabited	islands	can	be	found.	Maafushi	island	is	a	popular	destination	for	hassle-free	accommodation.	Prices	range	from	€25-€35	per	night.	Unique	options	like	Equator	Village	and	Keyodhoo	Guest	House	offer	unique	experiences	at	lower	costs.	Most	visitors	are	scuba	divers	or	adventure
travellers,	but	other	inns	and	B&Bs	can	be	found	on	different	atolls.	Only	a	few	of	these	have	their	own	pool,	so	it's	best	to	confirm	before	booking.	Renting	rooms	in	villages	can	provide	a	cultural	experience,	but	prices	start	from	€15	per	night.	The	Maldives	has	several	educational	institutions,	including	the	Maldives	National	University	and	the
Islamic	University	of	Maldives.	The	college	offers	various	degrees	and	diplomas	with	an	emphasis	on	engineering,	health	science,	education,	tourism,	and	management.	Finding	a	job	in	the	Maldives	can	be	challenging,	but	many	resorts	hire	local	and	international	staff.	To	increase	your	chances,	approach	the	resort's	HR	department	and	highlight	your
relevant	experience.	Most	jobs	are	diving-related,	so	language	skills	and	diving	experience	are	important.	To	make	the	most	of	your	trip	to	Maldives,	it's	essential	to	be	aware	of	some	key	concerns	such	as	petty	crime,	local	customs	and	laws,	health,	and	safety.	Petty	theft,	including	leaving	valuables	unattended	on	beaches	or	in	hotel	rooms,	can
occur.	Always	keep	a	close	eye	on	your	belongings.	Respect	local	dress	standards	when	visiting	local	islands	or	staying	on	an	island	where	the	resort	is	not	privately	owned.	Covering	shoulders	and	avoiding	short	or	tight-fitting	shorts	(men	and	women)	is	recommended.	Bikinis	are	allowed	only	in	designated	areas	on	some	local	islands,	while	nudism
and	topless	sunbathing	are	strictly	prohibited.	Maldives	has	severe	anti-drugs	laws,	and	importing	or	possessing	drugs	can	result	in	life	imprisonment.	Alcohol	consumption	outside	resorts	and	inhabited	islands	is	frowned	upon	by	locals	and	authorities	alike.	Same-sex	relations	are	also	illegal,	with	offenders	facing	lengthy	prison	sentences	and	fines.
Solo	female	travelers	should	be	extra	cautious	due	to	high	rates	of	sexual	harassment.	Criticizing	Islam	or	proselytizing	as	a	non-Muslim	can	lead	to	severe	penalties,	including	imprisonment.	Additionally,	blasphemy	laws	are	in	place,	making	it	essential	to	avoid	public	discussions	about	religion.	Tap	water	may	not	be	safe	to	drink	at	all	resorts,	so
enquiring	locally	is	necessary.	The	Maldives	are	malaria-free,	but	some	islands	have	mosquitoes,	which	can	carry	dengue	fever.	Yellow	fever	vaccination	certificates	are	required	for	travelers	coming	from	regions	infected	by	the	disease.	Diving	and	sun-related	injuries	are	common,	particularly	among	divers	who	spend	extended	periods	in	wetsuits	on
boats.	These	risks	can	be	minimized	by	drinking	plenty	of	water,	seeking	shade,	and	using	decompression	chambers	when	needed.	Many	resorts	have	their	own	medical	staff	or	are	easily	accessible	to	these	facilities.	In	Malé	City,	hospitals	are	more	advanced	but	traveling	for	medical	evacuations	can	still	be	a	challenge.	Showing	respect	for	local
customs	is	vital,	as	Maldives	is	an	Islamic	country	with	strict	laws	reflecting	its	religious	nature.	Avoiding	criticism	of	religion,	especially	from	an	agnostic	perspective,	will	help	you	blend	in	and	avoid	unwanted	reactions.	Stay	connected	with	competitive	rates	offered	by	Dhiraagu	and	Ooredoo	mobile	operators,	which	provide	3G/4G/5G	data
connections.	Wi-Fi	is	available	at	many	hotels	and	cafes	but	can	be	slow,	requiring	a	local	SIM	card	for	access.	The	Maldives,	an	enchanting	archipelagic	nation	in	the	Indian	Ocean,	is	renowned	for	its	breathtaking	beauty	and	serene	ambiance.	With	over	1,110	islands	spread	across	90,000	sq.	km	of	ocean,	this	tiny	country	offers	a	wealth	of	exciting
experiences,	making	it	an	ideal	vacation	destination.	Throughout	the	year,	including	30	meters	below	the	surface,	the	Maldives	offers	a	unique	experience.	To	get	to	the	Maldives,	travelers	can	fly	into	Malé	International	Airport,	also	known	as	Velana	International,	which	is	the	primary	gateway	to	the	island	nation.	The	airport	is	located	on	the	island
of	Hulhulé,	adjacent	to	the	capital	city	Malé,	and	receives	nearly	every	international	flight	from	Europe,	Asia,	and	the	Middle	East.	Other	airports	in	the	Maldives	are	typically	used	for	domestic	transfers,	with	international	traffic	limited	to	light	jets	and	commercial	airlines	landing	at	Malé.	Major	carriers	such	as	Emirates,	Qatar,	and	Etihad	operate
flights	to	the	Maldives,	while	airlines	like	British	Airways,	Singapore	Airlines,	and	Turkish	Airlines	offer	limited	direct	flights.	To	reach	their	resort	or	local	island,	tourists	can	take	seaplanes,	speedboats,	or	domestic	flights,	depending	on	the	distance	from	Malé.	Seaplanes	provide	a	unique	experience	with	breathtaking	views	of	the	atolls	and	lagoons,
while	speedboats	offer	a	swift	and	scenic	transfer.	Domestic	flights	are	available	for	distant	atolls,	followed	by	a	short	boat	ride.	The	Maldives	is	open	to	tourists,	offering	a	30-day	free	visa	upon	arrival	for	all	nationalities,	provided	they	have	a	valid	passport,	confirmed	hotel	reservation,	and	onward	or	return	ticket.	There	are	no	COVID	restrictions	or
requirements	for	tourists.	Accommodation	options	range	from	luxury	resorts	to	guesthouses	and	liveaboards,	with	the	majority	of	tourists	choosing	to	stay	at	one	of	the	170+	island	resorts.	These	resorts	offer	an	exclusive	and	secluded	experience,	with	options	to	suit	every	taste	and	budget.	Guesthouses	and	local	hotels	are	gaining	popularity,	offering
an	authentic	Maldivian	experience	at	a	lower	cost.	Liveaboards	provide	an	unparalleled	opportunity	for	diving	enthusiasts	to	explore	multiple	dive	sites	without	returning	to	land.	The	Maldives	offers	various	attractions	and	activities,	including	snorkeling,	scuba	diving,	surfing,	and	fishing	trips,	making	it	an	ideal	destination	for	adventure	seekers,
cultural	enthusiasts,	and	those	looking	to	relax.	With	its	vibrant	marine	life,	clear	waters,	and	diverse	marine	ecosystems,	the	Maldives	is	a	paradise	for	water	sports	enthusiasts.	The	Maldives	offers	a	unique	combination	of	natural	beauty,	adventure,	and	relaxation,	making	it	an	ideal	destination	for	those	seeking	an	unforgettable	experience.	From
sunset	cruises	to	underwater	restaurants,	the	Maldives	has	something	to	cater	to	every	interest	and	preference.	Best	to	be	discreet	and	respectful.Alcohol	consumption	is	only	permitted	on	resort	islands	and	at	sea,	so	you	won't	be	able	to	purchase	alcoholic	drinks	on	Malé,	local	islands,	or	in	Maldivian	airspace.	During	the	month	of	Ramadan,	eating,
drinking,	or	smoking	in	public	during	daylight	hours	can	be	disrespectful	on	local	islands.	If	invited	to	a	local's	home,	it's	a	kind	gesture	to	bring	a	small	gift.	Gifts	from	your	home	country	or	sweet	treats	are	often	appreciated.	The	Maldives	faces	serious	challenges	related	to	environmental	preservation.	Travelers	should	be	conscious	about	coral
protection	and	never	touch	marine	life.	Follow	the	principles	of	leaving	nothing	but	footprints	and	taking	nothing	but	memories.	Understanding	and	respecting	local	customs	and	the	environment	not	only	enriches	your	travel	experience	but	also	fosters	positive	interactions	with	locals.	Always	keep	an	open	mind,	and	the	Maldives	will	reward	you	with
memories	to	cherish.	Tipping	is	welcomed,	where	great	service	is	delivered,	and	can	be	an	important	income	source	for	workers.	A	couple	of	dollars	per	guest	for	one-time	services	like	drivers	and	boat	crew	is	a	good	starting	point.	Tips	in	the	region	of	$10-20	per	week	are	about	right	for	ongoing	services	like	waiters	and	housekeeping.	Maldivian
Cuisine	The	culinary	landscape	of	the	Maldives	reflects	its	rich	cultural	tapestry	and	abundant	marine	life,	with	flavors	from	neighboring	countries	and	centuries	of	history.	Infused	with	local	ingredients,	Maldivian	cuisine	offers	a	delectable	voyage	for	the	palate.	Staples	include	fish	like	tuna	in	various	preparations,	coconut	in	different	forms,	rice,
roshi,	taro,	sweet	potato,	and	chilies	like	the	popular	Giltheyo	Mirus.	Maldivian	dishes	often	make	up	part	of	the	cuisine	available	at	resorts,	which	also	feature	international	food	through	themed	restaurants	or	nights.	For	an	immersive	experience,	consider	taking	a	cooking	class	or	joining	a	local	family	for	a	meal	at	many	resorts.	Practical	Information
for	Travellers	Even	in	paradise,	it's	wise	to	be	equipped	with	practical	information	to	ensure	a	hassle-free	journey.	The	Maldives	operates	on	Maldives	Standard	Time	(UTC+5),	but	some	resorts	set	their	own	"island	time"	for	daylight	optimization.	The	official	currency	is	the	Maldivian	Rufiyaa,	but	US	Dollars	are	widely	accepted	within	tourism.
Maldives	uses	British-style	three-pin	plugs	at	230V	/	50Hz,	and	resorts	often	supply	adapters.	Dhivehi	is	the	official	language,	but	English	is	widely	spoken	in	the	tourism	sector.	Many	resorts	also	have	staff	speaking	other	languages	like	German,	Chinese,	Japanese,	Russian,	French,	and	more.	The	Maldives	has	a	warm	climate	year-round,	with	two
seasons:	dry	from	December	to	April	and	wet	from	May	to	November.	The	dry	season	has	clear	skies	and	calm	seas	but	is	peak	tourist	season	with	higher	prices.	Wi-Fi	is	available	at	most	resorts,	and	local	SIM	cards	are	available	for	purchase	at	the	airport	or	in	Malé.	A	digital	sim	is	a	great	option	for	those	with	modern	smartphones.	No	specific
vaccinations	are	required	for	entry,	but	it's	advisable	to	be	up-to-date	with	routine	vaccinations.	In	any	case,	COVID	vaccination	is	not	required	in	the	Maldives.	The	country	also	imposes	taxes	on	goods	and	services,	with	a	current	GST	rate	of	16%	for	the	tourism	sector.	Resorts	are	required	to	add	an	additional	10%	service	charge	to	cover	employee
benefits.	###ARTICLEIn	any	case,	visiting	the	Maldives	requires	a	basic	understanding	of	local	customs	and	prohibited	items	to	ensure	a	smooth	journey.	Upon	arrival,	it's	practical	to	have	some	local	currency,	such	as	small	denomination	USD	bills,	for	tipping	and	island	visits.	Certain	items	are	strictly	prohibited	in	this	Islamic	nation,	including
religious	materials	and	idols,	alcohol	and	pork,	narcotics	and	illegal	drugs,	materials	harmful	to	the	environment,	and	shells	or	sand.	When	traveling,	consider	purchasing	travel	insurance	to	cover	disruptions	beyond	your	control,	potential	health	issues,	accidents,	and	emergency	evacuations.	Given	the	country's	geography	and	remote	location,
medical	evacuations	can	be	extremely	expensive.	For	scuba	divers,	it's	essential	to	confirm	coverage	with	your	insurer	in	advance	and	consider	specialized	diving	travel	insurance.	The	Maldives	is	vulnerable	to	climate	change	and	human	interference,	making	environmental	conservation	crucial.	To	preserve	this	unique	environment,	adopt	reef-safe
sunscreen,	coral	care	practices,	conserve	water,	practice	green	habits,	support	conservation	initiatives,	reduce	waste,	and	minimize	plastic	usage.	By	embracing	these	guidelines,	your	journey	will	leave	a	positive	imprint	on	the	islands	and	ensure	their	preservation	for	years	to	come.	Explore	the	breathtaking	Maldives	for	your	dreamy	honeymoon	or
holiday	getaway,	where	you	can	indulge	in	the	freedom	to	discover	the	wonders	of	this	incredible	tropical	paradise.	With	its	luxurious	and	comfortable	atmosphere,	designed	specifically	with	travellers	in	mind,	it's	no	wonder	that	per	capita,	it's	the	busiest	tourist	destination	globally,	attracting	half	a	million	visitors	annually.	The	Maldives	is	an
archipelago	of	1,190	stunning	coral	islands,	dispersed	across	the	equator	in	26	naturally	occurring	atolls,	divided	into	20	administrative	regions.	Each	island	boasts	unique	coral	features	and	exceptional	tourism	resources,	particularly	in	its	submarine	and	littoral	environments,	complemented	by	a	year-round	tropical	climate.	These	picturesque
islands,	adorned	with	dense	tropical	vegetation,	including	shrubs,	flowering	plants,	and	tall	coconut	palms,	are	surrounded	by	pristine	white	beaches	and	crystal-clear	lagoons,	showcasing	an	array	of	blue	hues,	earning	the	Maldives	its	reputation	as	a	paradise	on	Earth.	Since	the	introduction	of	tourism	in	1972,	the	industry	has	flourished,	with	the
number	of	tourist	arrivals	and	resorts	increasing	rapidly	over	the	past	decade.	The	Maldives	has	become	a	highly	sought-after	destination	in	the	European	market,	offering	an	abundance	of	natural	resources	and	promoting	eco-tourism	to	preserve	its	delicate	environment	and	marine	life.	Not	only	do	divers	and	snorkelers	appreciate	the	rich
underwater	resources,	but	beach	lovers	are	also	drawn	to	the	islands'	stunning	beaches	and	favourable	climatic	conditions,	guaranteeing	relaxation	and	recreation.	For	a	romantic	honeymoon,	the	Maldives	is	an	ideal	choice,	with	its	beautiful	and	secluded	islands	offering	privacy,	intimacy,	and	warm	hospitality,	where	sunsets	are	truly	spectacular.
The	resorts	provide	crystal-clear	waters,	azure	blue	lagoons,	delectable	cuisine,	and	exceptional	services,	including	fruit	plates	and	flower-decorated	rooms	for	honeymooners,	as	well	as	romantic	candle-lit	dinners	on	the	beach	and	champagne	breakfasts	in	the	privacy	of	their	own	rooms.	With	over	1,190	coral	islands	and	26	atolls,	the	Maldives	is	one
of	the	world's	most	stunning	tropical	destinations,	popular	among	celebrities,	honeymooners,	and	families	alike,	offering	a	range	of	activities	and	accommodation	options	to	suit	all	ages.	However,	with	over	130	resorts	to	choose	from,	planning	a	trip	to	the	Maldives	can	be	challenging,	requiring	knowledge	of	high	and	low	season	timings,	weather
averages,	culture,	customs,	and	currency.	Luckily,	our	comprehensive	travel	guide	is	here	to	assist	you	in	booking	the	ultimate	vacation	to	this	idyllic	paradise.	Located	in	the	Indian	Ocean,	the	Maldives	is	spread	across	a	vast	area	of	293	km,	making	it	one	of	the	most	geographically	dispersed	countries	globally,	with	its	nearest	neighbour	being	Sri
Lanka	and	approximately	2,100	miles	from	the	southern	tip	of	India.	The	distances	from	major	cities	to	the	Maldives	are	significant,	with	Lisbon	being	9,085	km	away,	London	5,292	km,	Perth	6,003	km,	Kuala	Lumpur	3,133	km,	Los	Angeles	15,692	km,	Paris	5,149	km,	Mombasa	3,812	km,	New	York	8,725	km,	and	Rio	De	Janeiro	12,835	km.	Reaching
the	Maldives	has	become	more	accessible	in	recent	years,	with	numerous	airlines	operating	flights,	including	Qatar	Airways,	Korean	Air,	Saudia,	Turkish	Airlines,	Air	India,	Hong	Kong	Airlines,	and	Singapore	Airlines,	although	direct	flights	may	be	limited,	and	it's	often	necessary	to	divide	the	journey	into	two	flights	with	a	stopover	in	destinations	like
London,	the	Middle	East,	Singapore,	India,	or	Hong	Kong.	Scoot	is	one	of	the	newest	airlines	to	operate	flights	to	the	Maldives,	offering	affordable	fares	from	Singapore,	making	it	an	attractive	option	for	travellers.	When	arriving	at	Male	International	Airport,	you'll	fly	into	the	Island	of	Hulhule	before	getting	to	your	Maldives	resort	via	seaplane	or
speedboat.	Seaplanes	are	part	of	the	Maldivian	adventure	but	can	be	expensive	and	have	limited	daylight	departure	options.	The	Maldives	has	two	distinct	seasons:	High	Season	(Dec-Mar)	and	Low	Season	(Jun-Nov).	Room	rates	are	high	during	High	Season,	especially	around	holidays	like	Christmas	and	New	Year's.	The	resorts	get	busier	and	rooms
often	book	up	ahead	of	time.	During	the	Low	Season,	you	can	expect	drizzle	but	it	usually	passes	quickly	and	the	weather	is	warm.	Visitors	to	the	Maldives	should	be	aware	that	it's	a	Muslim	country	with	specific	customs	and	traditions.	Alcohol	is	prohibited,	and	there	are	special	machines	at	the	airport	to	screen	bags	for	contraband.	Pork	products
and	religious	texts	are	also	not	allowed.	On	local	islands,	you'll	need	to	cover	up	properly	and	avoid	public	displays	of	affection.	The	Maldives	currency	is	the	Rufiyaa,	but	most	resorts	only	accept	major	credit	cards.	It's	still	a	good	idea	to	have	some	cash	for	tipping	staff	or	exchanging	money	at	airport	currency	exchange	booths	or	ATMs.	For	luxury,
consider	The	One	and	Only	Reethi	Rah,	known	for	its	opulent	villas	and	fine	dining	experiences.	For	mid-range	options,	Centara	Grand	offers	overwater	villas	and	a	range	of	amenities	like	the	Reef	Restaurant	and	Coral	Bar.	paraphrased	text	here	###ENDARTICLE
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