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New	york	special	high	school	test	paper

The	SHSAT	Practice	Test	2025	Official	Study	Guide	PDF	provides	a	comprehensive	overview	of	the	Specialized	High	Schools	Admissions	Test	(SHSAT)	to	help	students	prepare	effectively	for	the	exam.	The	test	is	administered	in	October	and	November,	with	results	announced	in	March,	and	it	determines	admission	to	all	but	one	of	New	York	City's
nine	Specialized	High	Schools.	The	SHSAT	consists	of	two	sections:	English	Language	Arts	(ELA)	and	Math,	with	a	total	testing	time	of	180	minutes.	There	are	57	questions	in	each	section,	47	of	which	are	scored.	The	test	evaluates	students'	grammar	and	ability	in	both	English	and	mathematics.	Students	should	aim	to	answer	all	questions	in	each
section.	The	SHSAT	Handbook	2025	Download	PDF	provides	detailed	information	on	the	exam	format,	content,	and	requirements.	Approximately	29,000	students	took	the	SHSAT	for	admission	in	September	2019,	with	around	5,000	receiving	an	offer.	Eight	Specialized	High	Schools	require	students	to	take	the	SHSAT	test	for	admission.	The	test
assesses	students'	skills	in	Revising/Editing	and	Reading	Comprehension	within	the	ELA	section,	which	consists	of	57	questions.	The	Math	section	also	comprises	57	questions,	with	no	break	between	sections.	Electronic	calculators	and	other	calculation	aids	are	not	allowed	during	the	exam.	The	SHSAT	test	evaluates	students'	language	and	math
skills	in	various	formats.	The	English	Language	Arts	section	assesses	abilities	such	as	recognizing	language	errors,	correcting	grammar,	and	improving	writing	quality.	It	consists	of	two	parts:	Part	A	with	individual	sentences/paragraphs	and	Part	B	featuring	a	single	multi-paragraph	text.	Students	must	demonstrate	comprehension,	analysis,	and
interpretation	skills	for	different	genres.	The	math	section	includes	word	problems	and	computational	questions	in	multiple-choice	or	grid-in	format.	There	are	52	multiple-choice	questions	and	five	grid-in	Math	questions.	The	material	covered	in	the	test	is	based	on	New	York	City	curriculum	through	Grade	7	(for	Grade	8	test	forms)	or	Grade	8	(for
Grade	9	test	forms).	SHSAT	results	are	reported	as	scale	scores,	which	reflect	the	number	of	correct	answers.	Students	receive	separate	scale	scores	for	ELA	and	math	sections,	combined	to	form	composite	scores.	To	proceed	to	the	second	round,	applicants	must	meet	a	sliding	scale	based	on	their	raw	scores	and	GPA.	Applicants	have	180	minutes	to
complete	the	entire	test,	divided	between	English	Language	Arts	and	Mathematics	sections	as	preferred.	They	should	carefully	read	section	directions,	choose	one	correct	answer	per	question,	and	attempt	every	question.	If	unsure	of	an	answer,	it's	recommended	not	to	spend	too	much	time	on	a	difficult	question	but	come	back	to	it	later	if	possible.
The	New	York	City	Specialized	High	School	Admissions	Test	(SHSAT)	will	be	administered	in	a	digital	format	starting	this	fall	2025,	marking	a	significant	change	for	eighth-grade	students.	Despite	concerns	about	potential	impact	on	student	performance,	the	content	of	the	exam	remains	unchanged,	with	students	still	tested	on	math	and	English
Language	Arts,	including	reading	comprehension	and	revising/editing	sections.	The	digital	shift	is	part	of	a	five-year	contract	worth	$17	million	between	Pearson	and	the	NYC	Department	of	Education,	aimed	at	reflecting	the	growing	presence	of	technology	in	daily	life.	While	some	parents	worry	about	how	the	new	format	might	affect	student
performance,	others	see	it	as	an	opportunity	to	improve	the	testing	experience.	However,	it's	essential	for	students	to	note	that	digital	exams	can	be	challenging,	even	with	proper	preparation.	In	March	2025,	official	practice	tests	will	become	available,	providing	a	more	authentic	experience.	The	test	duration	remains	three	hours	long,	but
accommodations	made	under	IEP	or	504	plans	will	still	be	honored.	Students'	devices,	such	as	iPads,	Chromebooks,	or	others,	will	need	to	have	the	necessary	testing	app	installed	and	checked	before	the	exam.	The	SHSAT	remains	accessible	to	students	with	disabilities	despite	the	digital	shift,	with	accommodations	available	for	those	who	need	them.
Students	can	opt	for	a	paper-and-pencil	version	if	that	works	better	for	them,	ensuring	they	can	access	the	test	in	a	way	that	supports	their	needs.	In	2026,	the	test	will	become	computer-adaptive,	with	questions	adjusting	in	difficulty	based	on	student	performance.	The	SHSAT	is	an	annual	examination	administered	to	eighth-	and	ninth-grade	students
in	NYC,	determining	admission	to	most	of	the	city's	specialized	high	schools.	The	Specialized	High	Schools	Admissions	Test	(SHSAT)	is	a	critical	exam	for	approximately	29,000	students	who	took	it	in	September	2019.	The	test	is	required	for	admission	into	eight	specialized	high	schools,	including	The	Bronx	High	School	of	Science	and	Stuyvesant
High	School.	The	SHSAT	consists	of	two	sections:	English	Language	Arts	(ELA)	and	Math.	The	ELA	section	has	57	questions,	divided	into	Revising/Editing	(9-19	questions)	and	Reading	Comprehension	(38-48	questions).	This	section	assesses	students'	ability	to	recognize	and	correct	language	errors,	improve	writing	quality,	and	understand	various
texts	from	different	genres.	The	Math	section	also	has	57	questions,	comprising	five	grid-in	questions	and	52	multiple-choice	questions.	The	math	questions	are	based	on	material	taught	through	Grade	7	or	8.	The	SHSAT	results	are	reported	as	scale	scores,	which	are	calculated	based	on	the	number	of	correct	answers.	Students	receive	separate	scale
scores	for	ELA	and	Math,	which	are	then	combined	to	form	their	composite	score.	The	results	are	released	to	schools	in	March,	allowing	students	and	parents	to	review	them	with	an	assessment	specialist.	To	proceed	to	the	second	round,	applicants	must	meet	a	sliding	scale:	a	raw	score	of	60	or	higher	for	a	GPA	of	3.50	or	higher;	65	or	higher	for	a
GPA	lower	than	3.50	but	at	least	3.25;	or	70	or	higher	for	a	GPA	lower	than	3.25	but	at	least	3.0.	You'll	need	a	score	of	at	least	30	to	move	forward.	You	have	180	minutes	to	finish	everything,	but	you	can	divide	that	time	however	you	like	between	English	Language	Arts	and	Mathematics.	If	you	start	with	one	section,	you	can	switch	to	the	other
whenever	you're	ready.	Just	make	sure	to	read	each	part's	instructions	carefully.	Each	question	only	has	one	right	answer,	so	pick	the	best	choice	for	each	one.	When	you	finish	a	question,	move	on	to	the	next	until	you've	done	them	all	or	run	out	of	time.	Your	score	is	based	on	how	many	questions	you	get	right.	Even	if	you're	unsure,	try	to	answer
every	question.	Don't	spend	too	much	time	on	a	hard	question	-	if	you	have	time	left,	come	back	to	it	later.	If	you	finish	early,	you	can	go	back	and	review	any	questions	in	either	section.	You	have	to	stay	for	the	whole	test	session	(180	minutes).	Some	sample	tests	include	reading	practice	tests	with	different	levels	of	difficulty,	as	well	as	math	practice
tests	covering	various	topics	like	equations,	exponents,	and	more.	There	are	also	sample	English	grammar	tests,	critical	reading	tests,	and	other	resources	available.	The	SHSAT	is	a	test	administered	by	the	New	York	City	Department	of	Education	that's	used	to	decide	who	gets	into	the	city's	eight	Specialized	High	Schools.	Most	students	take	it	in	8th
grade	for	9th	grade	admission,	but	some	9th	graders	also	take	it	to	get	into	10th	grade.	To	prepare	for	the	SHSAT,	taking	regular	practice	tests	is	key.	It's	a	good	idea	to	start	with	a	full-length	practice	test	to	see	where	you	stand	on	both	ELA	and	Math	sections.	Once	you	know	your	strengths	and	weaknesses,	you	can	take	additional	practice	tests
every	few	weeks	to	track	your	progress	and	improve	your	pacing	and	time-management	skills.	Taking	full-length	practice	tests	is	crucial!	It's	recommended	that	students	start	preparing	for	the	SHSAT	in	7th	grade;	for	more	information	on	creating	a	study	plan,	check	out	our	blog	post.	You	can	find	SHSAT	practice	tests	provided	by	the	DOE
(Department	of	Education)	and	compiled	here.	Take	each	test	without	distractions,	ideally	in	the	morning,	printing	it	out	and	taking	it	in	one	three-hour	sitting	to	simulate	the	actual	test	experience.	Remember,	no	calculators	are	allowed	on	the	math	portion.	The	test	is	structured	into	two	sections:	ELA	and	Math,	with	57	questions	each.	The	ELA
section	is	multiple-choice	only,	while	the	Math	section	has	both	multiple-choice	and	grid-in	questions.	Students	have	180	minutes	to	complete	the	test,	and	they	can	answer	questions	in	any	order.	Calculators	are	not	permitted	on	the	math	section.	To	grade	your	practice	tests,	add	up	the	correct	answers	for	each	section.	Keep	in	mind	that	the	SHSAT
is	graded	on	a	curve,	making	it	difficult	to	predict	scores.	Aim	for	an	average	of	48	correct	questions	per	section	per	practice	test	to	increase	your	chances	of	securing	entrance	into	a	Specialized	High	School.	The	SHSAT	will	be	switching	to	a	digital	format	in	fall	2025;	for	more	information,	refer	to	our	blog	post.	Should	you	hire	an	SHSAT	tutor?	We
believe	it's	beneficial!	While	taking	practice	tests	is	helpful,	a	dedicated	tutor	can	provide	test-taking	strategies	and	help	create	a	custom	study	plan	to	give	you	the	best	chance	of	success	on	this	highly	competitive	test.


